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Store Show Revival of 30 Yrs. Ago 
May Be Start of Cycle or Something 


By DAN GOLDBERG 
Chicago, Dec. 3. 


Every day the stock markets re- 
ports howl the startling news that 
‘Steel’ falls to prices of 15 years 
ago, that ‘NYC’ touches low of 1890, 
and that the stock market’s entire 
trend is to the precincts of a couple 
ef decades ago. 

Well, show business looks like 
ft’s following the same path. The 
depression has apparently saddled 
it with a childhood fixation. There 
are indications that it wants to 
start out all over again, from the 
store show beginnings of 20 years 
back. 

In the two months since Septem- 
ber five honky-tonk store joints 
have opened. They weren't here 
last year, nor two, five or tem years 
ago. Their antecedents £0 back 
into the beginnings of the century, 
even beyond the nickelodeon era. 
They antedate the first pictures. 

(Continued on page 17) 


Se Restaurants in 
Hollywood Drawing 
Job-Seeking Extras 


Hollywood, Dec. T. 


How to live cheaply, if at all, has 
been made easy by three five cent 
restaurants which have popped up 
locally as the answer to the prob- 
lems of picture extras. ; 

These grease pastures are offering 
sandwiches, stews, chili, beans, ta- 


males, desserts, coffee, milk, hot 
chocolate, salads, tea, pork with 
gravy, hot dogs and soups at a 


nickel per dish. ‘The picture mob 
which works one day and looks for 
work the other six, is wading 
through repasts which rarely top 
15 cents. 

More places of the type are pre- 
Paring to open. 


Hunger Marchers Making 





Film Record for Release 


record of the ‘hunger 
caravans of which ar- 
Washington yesterday 
(Monday), is being made 


Camera 
marchers,’ 
rived in 
morning 


and will be edited into a picture to} 


be titled either ‘Winter, 1931’ or 
‘Hunger, 1931.’ 

Four cameramen, with amateur 
Standard width cameras, left with 
the men and lingered through to 
Washington. One machine was 
smashed in an Ohio rumpus en- 
route, 

Money 
Workers 
completion 


is being solicited by the 


International 


of the filin, idea being 





Hammond on Shuberts 


Percy Hammond, writing in 
the New York ‘Herald-Tribune’ 
Sunday. (6), mentioned that 
legit producers could and did 
bar critics who wrote things 
displeasing to them. 

‘The Messrs. Shubert,’ Ham- 
mond wrote, ‘owe much of their 
present success to this plan.’ 


WET CAMPAIGNS 
FOR FEATURE 
PICTURES 











With ‘Struggle’ as a preachment 
against prohibition opening this 
week in New York, and Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer soon to go into produc- 
tion on a similar theme, Upton Sin- 
clair’s ‘The Wet Parade,’ a string of 
feature pictures directed at The 
Great Mistake are in prospect. The 
box office reaction to ‘Struggle’ is 
awaited for, it is said, by other 
studios before taking up the theme. 

Publix and United Artists will at- 
tempt to exploit ‘Struggle’ strictly 
from its wet angle, whether that 
arouses the drys or not. D. W. 
Griffith, director of ‘Struggle,’ to 
some extent resisted handling of 
the picture too strongly along these 
lines for fear of attacks by drys and 
their organizations. 

As with ‘Struggle,’ Metro’s ‘Wet 
Parade’ is expected to take a strong 
slam at prohibition. 


50c Family Rate 


Wichita, Kans., Dec. 7. 
A 50c family rate is on at the 
local Nomar theatre. 
Any Monday nite a family of five 
persons or less can see the whole 








Relief for} 


show for 50 cents, gross. 
If one family 


|rung in. 





Malone’s Complaint 


Dudley Field Malone, an 
| theatregoer, 
day night (6) lodging a complaint 
against the Mayfair theatre, where 
| ‘Frankenstein’ is playing, because 
|} his mother couldn’t get in to see 
| the film. Police desk sent a couple 
of uniforms over to look around but 
| the seat sale wasn't halted 

| Mrs. Malone, who patronizes the 
house often enough for: the man- 
jagement to recognize her, becam: 


te put an editor and staff on it as|/impatient with the lobby wait, but 


s00n as the Washington wrangle is 
over, 


be included. 


Strike stuff in Kentucky mayj| went home and 


| there wasn't a vacant chair. So she 
her son wi ml 


told 
then went into action 


ardent | 
phoned the cops Sun- | 


BIG NEWSR 





| is short of five, | 
| kids from another family may be | 


| houses for the 


} 


ito $25 


| should 








EEL STARS 








AUT ONLY 4 REAL 
NAME STANDOUTS 


Hoover Averaging Once 
Weekly at Least in News- 
reels—Other Leaders 
Mussolini, MacDonald and 
Walker — Gov. Roosevelt 
Tops Lindberghs — Prince 
of Wales Falling Off 








POLITICAL POWER 


—y 


By Tom Waller 


Hoover, Mussolini, MacDonald 
and Walker are the world’s greatest 
newsreel stars. 

There are 21 international satel- 
lites but the first four have run up 
the biggest score for appearance 
from Nov., 1930, to the present week, 
Hoover alone averaging a one-a- 











week recording for the year. 
The vast significance of these in- | 


(Continued on page 23) 


Songwriting Rap 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 7, 

Federal Judge Gibson, in fining 
Milton D. Myer $100 when he plead 
guilty to an indictment charging 
him with infringement of copy- 
righted lyrics by publishing them 
on 10-cent songsheets, ulso took 
time to express his personal opinion. 

‘l'll have to pass sentence on you,’ 
Judge Gibson told Myer, ‘but the 
wrong man is in front of me. I 
would like to sentence the persons 
who write some of this stuff that I 
have to listen to on the radio night 
after night.’ 


‘NIGGER’ UPSETS HARLEM 


Round Robin to Colored Actress 
Reported Engaged for New Show 














Report that Nina Mae McKinney, 
colored actress, will appear in the 
legit play, ‘Prancing Nigger,’ has 





upset Harlem, 

Harlem always starts steaming | 
when the word ‘nigger’ hops into| 
print. It's their belief the title} 
be changed. A round robin | 
protest is being prepared in the | 
Black Belt, asking Miss McKinney | 
to protest the title. 


1932 will bust through the dim | 
horizon outside the 12-mile limit 
for thousands of Metropolitanites. | 
For the first time the steamship 
lines are competing with the nite- 
hotels and road 
hoopla thing at so 


f 


clubs, speaks, 
much per. | 

The water tariff will be from $106 | 
for a 24-hour ride into wet | 
Some Thursday (Dec. 31) 
Sunday or Monday fol 


»blivion. 


ruises to 


a 


Sending Picture Youngsters Into 
Little Theatres as Training Schools 








A Real Bankrupt 


One of the Broadway boys 
who blames it on the depres- 
sion called on an attorney with 
intentions of filing a petition 
in bankruptcy. The lawyer 
advised his client to list his 
liabilities. Atty’s fee, he said, 
would be $200. 

When the bankrupt gent 
turned in his list, the first item 
read: 

‘Counsel fees, $200.’ 


2D AM. TEAM IS 
TOLD OUT OF 
ENGLAND 


London, Dec. 7. 


Another American team told to go 
home is Wright and Marion. This 
has once again raised the feeling 
here the new government intends to 
get ride of all alien professionals. 

But the position of Wright and 
Marion is purely personal, as was 
the case of Ross and Sargent. 

Bobby Wright, whose real name 
is Alfred Stern, has been classed as 
‘undesirable’, although good at 
heart. This has gotten him in wrong 
with other performers and some 
officials of the Variety Artists Fed- 
eration. When Wright made an ap- 
plication to the Home Office to be- 
come a temporary resident, they 
told him they did not want him, 
and suggested he pack up. 

Wright was born in England and 
became an American citizen some 
years ago. He has family ties here 
and bought some property, which is 
under mortgage. 

It is quite likely when his appli- 
cation is further considered by the 
Home Office, its decision will be re- 
scinded. But which ever way it goes, 














Wright’s case is no criterion as to | 


the Home Office's general attitude 
towards foreign acts. 


MODERN HI-JACKING 


Leaving Victims With Much on 
Mind Through Shortage in Pants 


Dalias, 








Dec. 7. 


Hijacking in Dallas, where it 


jrates as a leading industry, is im- 


proving methods considerably. 
Couple of happy fellows returning 
from a poker game, with $342 to the 


good, chanced into the stick 
| boys, who took it all and then cut 
the seats out of their customers’ 
pants. 

Stick-up craft claims it's not so 


nice, but detracts victimes’ mins 


| Por } ” 
Psychology 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Little theatres as training schools 
for young picture players are be- 


coming popular with several big 
studios. Paramount, Metro, United 
Artists, and possibly others, are 


lending high salaried youngsters for 
amateur and semi-professional le- 
git performances to aid the screen 
neophytes in acquiring experience. 

With several little theatre groups 
active around Hollywood, studios 
seem to be turning to them as a 
substitute for the expensive 
‘schools’ now maintained in most of 


the major studios to polish the 
rough ends. 

Paramount is working upon an 
arrangement with the Pasadena 


Community Playhouse to use seven 
young people in forthcoming stage 
productions, Idea is cost-free to the 
Playhouse which is also glad to have 
the film names in its casts, 


Pasadena’s Guests 
Adrienne Ames, Par contractee, 
just finished in a show for the Pasa- 


| (Continued on page 21) 
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Church Services 
On Screen by RCA 
And H. Rodeheaver 


Sermons via the screens of 5,000 
Protestant churches and _ institu- 
| tions throughout the country is the 
|goal of Homer Rodeheaver, Billy 
| Sunday’s former right bower. First 
| FenerarnS of an opening series of 12 
has been completed by Rodeheaver 
|} who has sold RCA Photophone on 
|} the celluloid services. 

Each lecture features a nation- 
jally known Protestant minister, and 
the pictures are being made at the 
| Photophone studios in New York. 
| Rodeheaver acts as assistant di- 
rector, announcer, and choir leader. 
|The opening subject runs two and 
a half reels or about 25 minutes, 

Photophone attaches believe the 
field for sermons on reels is tre- 
mendous. At the start, they point 
out, there are 2,000 churches and 
institutions already wired. 
| For the opening effort Dr. Charles 
|E. Erdman, pastor of the Presby- 
jterian Church, Princeton, and a 
|Princeton professor of theology, 
reads the scripture. The sermon is 
ithen delivered by Dr. Daniel A, 
Poling, editor of the Christian Her- 
ald. Rodeheaver, at one time, 
turns the baton over to Dr. Finley 
the 
Ithaca, 








who conducts 


Choir ol 


Williamson, 
Westminister 
ie Bs 


DREISER BEFORE CAMERA 


Theodore Dreiser is a _ possible 
principal in a Soviet film. Overtures 
ire heine conducted between the 
author and Amkino for Dreiser to 


on the sereen ‘Ticket to 
Victure is the first Russian talker 


to reach this side im feature length, 


{ 
' 
; 
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10 NEW FILMS 
ON RADIO'S LOT 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Amount of salary clips for Radio 
people is being held up, pending the 
RKO meeting scheduled for Thurs- 
day (10). Certain players and writ- 
ers have been advised they will re- 
cuts, but have not been in- 
formed of the amounts involved. 
Radio's lot is being prepared to 
start work on 10 pictures by Feb. 1. 
Five of these will be for Radio and 
the other five-for Pathe. 


NOVARRO ACTOR AND 





ceive 


DIRECTOR FOR METRO. 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
and Ramon Novarro con- 
like each other, with No- 
varro's status now as previously, 
plus he will direct his own films. 
They'll be called ‘Ramon Novarro 
Productions.’ Makes Novarro the 
longest contractee on the Metro lot, 
he having started there 10 
ago. 

Novarro’s new contrac 
lower salary than he is currently 
receiving, with the belief that 
Metro permitted the directing thing 
as an enticer to the lower figure. 

Novarro’s contract ended two 
months ago, with a temporary ar- 
rangement going in for the ‘Mata 
Hari’ film he’s now working on. 


ROXY OUT FOR STAGE 
NAMES IN ITS SHOWS 


In line with its announced aim to 
employ name acts to strengthen the 
Roxy theatre stage shows latter 
management has signed the Mills 
Brothers, colored radio quartet, late- 
ly appearing at the Broadway Para- 
mount and currently at the Brook- 
lyn Paramount. The quaret heads 
into the Roxy Christmas week. Re- 
ported salary is $3,000. Picture that 


Metro 
tinue to 


years 


e 38 at's 





week is ‘Makers of Men’ (Col). 

That salary is the biggest at- 
tained by this quaret so far, over 
the air or on the stage. They made 
their picture house debut with the 
Broadway Paramount around two 


At that time the colored 
act, unknown except to radio, re- 
ceived $750. They later demanded 
$1,750 from Paramount. Previously 
the Roxy management had signed 
Ruth Etting at $4,500 and Borrah 
Minneviteh at $2,500. Latter pair 
open at the Roxy week of Dec. 18. 


weeks ago. 





Murray-Brian Stage Act 


RKO has Ken Murray and Mary 
Brian set to appear together in New 
York houses following their present 
pieture work on the west coast. 


Murray’s doing a _ picture for 
Radio. 

The Murray-Brian combo will 
reach the New York Palace some- 


time in January with previous local 
dates pending. 








Firm Sues Inventor of 
Its Robot Plot Machine 


Hollywood, Dee. 7. 
Suit has been filed here by the 
Ernest F. Gagnon Co., 
of the robot plot machine, ag 
Wycliffe A. Hill, its inventor. 
Papers charge that Hill, employed 
on a salary and royalty basis, has 
absconded with the robot plot for- 
mulae for detective, action 
mystery stories and demands 
return of these formulae to the 
session of the company. 
Machine assembles the 
tion in sue stages, 
possible a combination of 
to give variety to the 
out. 


ainst 


pos- 


plot 
cessive 


incidents 


WA, Takes Legit Girl 


United Artists handed Helen Co- 


burn, legit 
contract last week. 

Miss Coburn recently 
‘People on the Hill’ in 


actress, a 


six 


New York. 











ONLY GOOD HORSES ARE 
HANDICAPPED. 





‘MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 





promoters 


and 
the 


ac- 


making 


months’ 


closed in 


Moran-Mack Film 0. K. 


Hollywood, Dec. 6. 
Before returning to New York 
Thursday Earl. Hammons, Tiffany- 
Educational head, okayed Mack 
Sennet’s story for Moran and Mack. 
Story has been on the fence for the 
last three months. 

Sennett is trying to borrow John 
Boles from Fox for the male end of 
the love interest. Lupe Velez is 
penciled in for the femme end. Pro- 
duction set to start in two weeks. 





————-~_— _= 


‘MARSH’ FOR STANWYCK 
INSTEAD OF LILA LEE 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 


Columbia is doing a rush rewrite 


job on ‘Zelda Marsh,’ Charles G. 
Norris’ novel, combining it with 
‘Shopworn, weak staff story which 
was intended for Barbara Stan- 
wyck. 

Miss, Stanwyck will go into 
‘Marsh,’ which was intended for 
Lila Lee. 


Williams and Galloway, 


Hollywood Dec. 7. 


Charles Williams brought here 


from New York legit by Fox is off 
that payroll after four months. 
Contract called for six months 


with options. He played in ‘Dance 
Team’ and then made a cash settle- 


iment for the remaining two months. 


settle- 
from 


also made a cash 
ment with Martin Galloway 
the ‘Young Sinners’ 
here on a six months’ 
recently finished 
of the Jury.’ 


Radio 


and 
‘Ladies 


option 
a part in 





Lupe in Zieggy Show 


Lupe Velez is set to go into Zieg- 
feld’s new show. 
Opens the last week in January. 








Colin Clive’s Fall Will 


Keep Him Home 6 Wks. 


London, Dec. 7. 
Colin Clive fell off a horse and 
smashed his hip. He will have to 
stay in bed at least six weeks. 
Accident means that Clive’s. new 
contract with Gaumont British will 
be temporarily suspended, 


Sarecky Off Radio? 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Report here has Louis Sarecky, 
associate producer, leaving Radio. 
Sarecky has several weeks yet to 
go on his contract. 








COMEDIENNE’S VACATION 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 


Edna May Oliver left here Sat- 
urday (5) for two weeks in New 
York. On returning she will go 


into ‘Frontier’ for Radio. 

Studio also has Miss Oliver set 
for ‘Hold ’Em, Jail,’ a burlesque on 
prison life which she will do after 
‘Frontier.’ 





LE ROY’S 10 DAYS 

Mervyn LeRoy will be in New 
York about another 10 days shoot- 
ing atmosphere for ‘Mendel, Inc.’ 

Director has elected himself a 
southern colonel, having finally won 
a football bet, on Tennessee, and 
will also watch the Kaydets and 
Middies in action this week. 


Wallace Starts 
Hollywood, 
Edgar Wallace, 
arrived here Friday 
a mystery 
He is 





Dec. 7. 
English writer, 
(4) and will de 
Story for Radio. 
working with Herbert 


yarns turned | Bre non who will direct. 


Kober Coast Bound 

Arthur Kober, Paramount con- 
jtract writer, left New York Sun- 
|}day (5) for Hollywood upon wind- 
ling up a month's leave of absence. 

In New York Kober completed an 
outside legit script which Herman 
Shumlin will produce. ‘Teacher 
| Trow’ is the title. 


Tom Brown Connects 
Hollywood, Dee. 7. 

| Tom Brown, legit, has a contract 

from Universal and the juve lead in 

‘Sons of the Legion’, 








Actor came here on spec. 








“o ier 
jai he 





| .. WILL MAHONEY 


Carroll, “Vanities.” .. The 
New York “Telégraph”’ said: “Will 
Mahoney in Earl] Carroll's ‘Vanities’ 
acted with poise and performed 
with bewilderih& skill his exciting 
trick of dancing on a xylophone.” 
Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 


1560 


In Earl 


Broadway 





Legits, Out of Pictures 


cast who was | 


| tract 








HELEN MENKEN’S FILM 


Fox Possibitity Thru Unfilled Con- 
tract with Clarke’s Rep Group 





Helen Menken’s recent tour with 
the Chicago Civic Repertory group 
will possibly serve as her entrance 
to pictures via Fox. If screen tests 
are approved and a suitable story is 
found Miss Menken will go west on 


a one-feature agreement with op- 
tions. 
Situation comes about hrough 


Harley L. Clarke, former Fox films 
president, having been financially 
behind the Chicago Shakespearean 
company which closed prematurely 
in New York. Miss Menken still 
has some weeks to go on that con- 
which may be worked off 
through the camera. 





Early Voting Points 


Union Rebate Plan 
For Decisive Defeat 





Voting of operators’ and stage- 
hands’ locals on the recommenda- 
tion of William F. Canavan, presi- 
dent of the I. A., and executives of 
the Alliance, for a reduction of 10% 
and 15% of wage scales over a 
period of 36 weeks, indicates that 
the proposal is already a lost hope. 
The I. A., at its New York head- 
quarters, following votes so far cast 
by its iocals, admits that the out- 
look for the rebate plan as recom- 
mended is decidedly unfavorable. 

Unofficial information is that 
while locals have until Saturday 
(12) to decide whether the suggested 
cut is to be taken or not, up to yes- 
terday (Monday) around 300 of the 
local unions had voted ‘No.’ 

Both New York city locals, stage- 
hands (No. 1) and operators (No. 
306), met Thursday night (3) and 
quickly voted unanimously to reject 
the suggestion. It took No. 1 but 11 
minutes to reach its decision, it is 
understood. Number of locals vot- 
ing ‘Yes’ is also not given, but it is 
believed the figure is considerably 
under 100. 





Political Tactics 


Rochester, Dec. 7. 

Eastman Kodak Co. is getting 
ready for Democratic administra- 
tion. Donald A, Dailey, prominent 
Democrat and friend of Governor 
Roosevelt, joins public relations 
staff Jan. 1. 

Now commissioner of public 
safety, change in city council line- 
up means Dailey will go out in re- 
organization the first of the year. 

Well-known Kodak policy to have 
contacts in high emi 





POLLY’S BOY RECOVERING 





Hollywood, Dee. 7. 
John Michael Moran, 15, son of 
| Polly Moran, was operated for ap- 
pendicieis in the Hollywood Hos- 
pital Friday (4). Boy is recover- 
ing nicely. 





Stafford Dickens at Metro . 
Stafford Dickens, writer, has sig- 
natured a three months’ agreement 
with Metro. He’s on the Coast now, 
and the second author to go Metro 





since the studio requested New 
| York to forward some authors, 
|} Dickens will do dialog. 


Tuesday, December 8, 1931 





Metro Outs 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Marjorie King, Irene Purcell and 
Cc. Aubrey Smith have been dropped 
from Metro's contract player list. 
Faye Pierre, contracted.to Sam 
Goldwyn for the past six months, is 
off the Goldwyn payroll. 





‘Hollywood Hillside 


Home Owners Are Now 


Rated with the Mob 


Hollywood, Dec, 7. 

Living in hillside homes around 
Hollywood doesn’t carry the social 
distinction it formerly did. During 
the height of the real estate boom 
lots on the side of hills were in the 
big coin; with all the attendant 
swank. To live on the level was 
just one of those things. 
When things got. tough the 
homes on a. bias were the first to 
be thrown back to the, mortgage 
holders, hence a_ sacrifice to cur- 
rent buyers with better bargains in 
once swanky neighborhoods than in 
the erstwhile less skanwier territory 
and among the hoi poloi. 


FOX TAMES HEYBURN 
AND CLIPS HIS EARS 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
As part of Weldon Heyburn’s s. a. 
screen buildup, Fox has had an op- 
eration performed on the actor’s 
ears to make them stand back. Dr. 
Josif Ginsburg wielded the knife, 
Studio also made Heyburn write 
a letter to Winnie Sheehan saying 
he wouldn't talk about the lot or its 
personnel in a derogatory way and 
apologizing for past outbursts. Hey- 
burn had told what he _ though 
of Fox to anybody who listened, unto 
stump speeching in a ; meee club, 





Dorsay Settles Suit, 
Loses Part in One Wk. 


Hollywood, Dee. 7. 

Too vampy even for a vamp role, 
Fifi Dorsay was replaced by Lily 
Damita in Paramount's French ver- 
sion of Maurice Chevyalier’s ‘One 
Four with You.’ Miss Dorsay was 
in and out in two days. 

Pierre Etchepare and Henri Fer- 
nay, French imports, also go into 
the version. 

By agreeing to pay Lyons & 
Lyons $15,000, Miss Dorsay settled 
out of court the $25,000 commission 
suit filed by her agents. Actress 
returns east in a month to com- 
plete the remaining five weeks of 
her RKO vaude tour. Then here 
again for Fox’s sequel to ‘They Had 
to See Paris.’ 





Erskin-Metro Cold 


Chester Erskin’s move towards 
Metro is completely frozen. Legit 
stager did not sign. 

Erskin has decided to stick with 
legit and will direct ‘Flame’. 





SAILINGS 


Jan. 8 (Paris to New York) Rob- 
ert T. Kane and Fred Bacos (Bre- 
men). 


Dec. 19 (New York to London), 
Maurice Browne (Bremen). 


Dec. 11 (New York to Paris), 
Harry Nathana (Ile de France). 

Dec. 8 (Paris to New York), Phil 
Lorimer, Carrie Maude, 
Hills (Lafayette), 

Dec. 6 (Los Angeles to Honolulu), 


Mr. and Mrs. B. A. Rolfe (City of 
Los Angeles), 


Lawrence 


Dec. 5 ( New York to Paris), Mr. 
and Mrs. Michael Farmer, (Gloria 
Swanson), Phyllis Dare, Cesar V. 
Sarechinger, Adolph Fassenacht, 
Hugo Bryk, Fritz Wree -de, Fanchon 
(Bremen), 


Dec. 4. (New York to London) 
Celia Johnson, Geo. Carr, Leon 


Quartermain (Minnetonka). 





Dee. 3 (Montreal to London) Ar- 


}thur Schwartz (Empress of Britain). 


Why Actors Become Known as ‘Hams 
Told by Cagney—Showoffs’ at First 





Just why acting as a profession 
has often been belittled by persons 
of intelligence and accomplishmeat 
in other lines and why actors as 9 
class have often been designated 
as hams is at last logically ex. 
plained by James Cagney. 

Here's the reason as he 

All persons who long to 
the theatre stage are nece:; 
exhibitionists, show-offs, with a 
complex to strut in the limelight, 
They must have this temperament 
or the theatre would not call them, 
This exhibitionist temperament 
means they have not a pe rfeatly 
well balanced perspective of the ‘m= 


sees it: 
50 on 
sarily 


selves, and that therefcre, in one 
way, all persons who long for: the 
theatre are stupid in thf 


lack of 
personal perspective. ; ' 

Unless they have the intelligenea 
to keep apace with and back up 
this peculiar temperament they’ ate 
just dumb actors or hams: Be. 
cause a fine actor is a finé actor he. 
cause he has a brain to carry his 
temperament, 

Unfortunately and naturally, Cag- 
ney maintains, the theatre attraets 
an enormous number of exhibition- 
ists, who have no brains 
don't, as the rule, 


as brains 
go hand in hand 


with people of their tendencies, 
Which makes the majority of peo- 
ple on the stage hams, Cagney 
claims. But the ones who goat to 
the top did so because of their 
brains. 
Screen Best Scope 

The screen, Cagney thinks, gives 
the greatest scope and is the best 
medium for the actor with intelli- 
gence. In close-ups, for instance, 


while he 
advan- 
fine 


an actor who can think 
is acting has the greatest 
tage, he says. What makes 
acting here is the expression and 
feeling seen in an actor’s face, and 
which express the thoughts going 


through his mind. If an actor can’t 
think and has not a mind, he hasa 
dead pan and is actually not cape 
able of acting at all. 

Cagney believes that today acting 
is reaching heights it never did be- 
fore. People can talk of the old 
days, but the old school was .2 
school of ranters and scenery 


chewers, says he. Actors then as @ 
rule were seeped in the theatre and 
nothing else. They were people of 
little experience, education oF 
background in any other line. 
Newer and Better 

Now an entirely new element Is 
coming into the show profession, 
Most of the young people particue 
larly are college boys and girls, 
temperamentally as well equipped 
as the actors of the old school, but 
also with the intelligence and edus 
cation that enable them to unders 
stand and fully interpret yaa they 
are doing. 

Luck enters into any success to 
a certain extent, Cagney believes. 
In his own case, he feels his ope 
portunities to play contrasting roles 
set him where he is. And yet when- 
ever he gets a new role he thinks 
back over his old ones and then 
makes his new one entirely differ- 
ent, without the slightest trace if 
possible of any of the things he did 
in his former parts. And this is 
one of the most important things 


for an actor to do on stage OF 
screen. Mr. Cagney believes. Par- 
ticularly in pictures, directors are 


inclined to want an actor to do the 
same stuff or use the tricks over 
again that helped before. Not even 
a gesture used before will he try 
over again, Cagney says, although 
directors are always inclined to ask 
the actor to do something of thé 
kind. Pictures can't be blamed for 
this inclination to repeat stuff al- 
ready used, as they are up agains 
it when getting anything new, they 
feel it should be played t: the limit. 
An actor must think for himself, 
Cagney declares, because it is only 
the actor with brains who will get 
any place, and he must continue 
to use his brains, to stick, after get- 
ting there. 


Enright Directing 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Ray Enright will handle the 
megaphone for ‘Eight to Five’ at 
Warners. Picture stars Winnie 


Lightner and Loretta Young 
Enright is exec. asst. to 
Zanuck. 


Darryl 





Franchot Tone on L. I. +. 





Franchot Tone, legit, 0° Me 
work at Paramount's L. I 1 
Dec. 10. Picture is ‘Confession: 
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Cable's Inspired $1,000 Salary Rise APCEPT SMI ARY 
Beaten Down by Metro’s Attitude 


Dec. 7. 
belief 
vice-president of 


Hollywood, 
Metro is investigating a 
that Ruth Collier, 
the Agents’ and Manufacturers’ As- 
sociation, advised her ¢lient, Clark 


Gable, to walk with a $1,000 salary 
boost demand during the second day 
ef production of ‘Polly of the Cir- 


cus’. 

Gable is now receiving $650. He 
failed to show Thursday (3) when 
demands were refused. Collier 
immedi- 


of the 


his 
office is reported to have 
ately informed newspapers 
walkout. 

Figured here that the Gable 
walkout was ill-advised. L. B. Mayer 
notified Miss Collier Gable would 
never work at Metro again if not 
returning Friday (4). Miss Collier 
apparently accepted that to mean 
all Hollywood, as Gable reported for 
work Friday morning. 

Contention of Miss Collier in ear- 
lier unsuccessful studio negotiations 
was that Gable is actually the top 
box office puller in pictures. 


ASKS $1,000 AND 
GETS $350 
ANSWER 


Hollywood studio retrenchment 


has drawn a bellow from the agents, 


the echoes of which are rumbling 


around Broadway. A studio re- 
sponse of $350 for an actor whose 
agent is asking $1,000 is the tipoff 
and has already happened. 

At the same time, the salary re- 
ductions for contracted talent, com- 
‘ng with the threat that if no slice 
is taken there will be no option re- 
newal, has also clipped the agents. 


D. W. WALKS OUT ON 
WASHINGTON PAGEANT 





D. W. Griffith, who was con- 
scripted to stage the four day 
pageant in Washington, D. C., next 


June in connection with the Wash- 
ington Bicentennial celebration, has 
withdrawn as a result of what ap- 
pears to be dissension within the 
commission in charge. Though re- 
ported to have been urged to re- 


consider, the vet director’s walkout 
is final. 
The Ficentennial will be cele- 


brated from Feb. 22 to Thanksgiv- 
ing with the pageant to be put on 
June 22-25, inclusive. 

A total of 37 stage and screen 
luminaries have been drafted so far 
to play in the spectacle with addi- 
tional stars to be asked to partici- 
pate, 

The Bicentennial’s special com- 
mission is headed by Congressman 
Sol Bloom, of New York, as chair- 
man. He was named to that post 
by Congress. 





Seymour Felix Out 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
two years at Fox, Seymour 
relix is out and goes back to 
Sroadway to do a musical. 

Another director will handle the 


After 





‘etakes on ‘Dancing Sisters’ which 

vas in Felix’s charge. 
Mi 
ix Emerges 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Tom Mix leaves the hospital this 
Friday (11) after his peritonitis 
seige 

In a national broadcast last night 


(Sunday) over CBS Mix discarded 
the text written for him by the stu- 
dio and gave his own highly reli- 


Zious message 














FAT BOY CONTEST 


‘Our 
Tie-ups 


Needs One rn 


National 


Gang’ — 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
There’s been no fat boy in ‘Our 
Gang’ comedies since Chubby Cha- 
ney grew too big, five months ago. 
Idea is to get another kid through 
a national contest in tie-up with 
theatres and newspapers. 


HAMLETS FILM 
FROM PLAY 
FOR $10,000 


‘Hamlet,’ 
the Broadhurst, 








as produced recently at 
New York, by Nor- 
man Bel Geddes, has been filmed 4s 
a silent. It will be shown for the 
first time at the producer's studio 
this week. 

Film version was made by Geddes 
independently during the course of 
the play’s short run on Broadway, 
at his own expense. 

It took about four weeks to finish 
the film job, with extra lights being 
brought into the theatre to make it 
possible. Cost of the ‘Hamlet’ film 
is quoted at $10,000, as added to the 
$100,000 claim advanced for the le- 
git version alone. Only previous 
time ‘Hamlet’ has been done as a 
picture was in a German woman's 
production, but not taken from a 
legit production as this was. 


Robinson Cost More 
And Made More Than 
Any Other WB Player 


Edward G. Robinson made more 
money from and for Warner Broth- 
ers than any other star or featured 
player on that lot during 1931. This 
is according to admissions by WB 
men. 

Warners paid Robinson a report- 
ed $286,000 for his work in four fea- 
tures, including ‘Smart Money,’ 
‘Five Star Final,’ ‘Little Caesar’ and 
‘Hion. Mr. Wong.’ In addition to 
this Robinson did eight weeks of 
personal appearances, bringing the 
actor’s earnings for the year over 
$300,000. He also appeared for 
RKO, which doesn’t affect the WB 
figure. 


Moss-Goulding Wedding 
Gave Papers a Break 


—_— 





Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Taking a tip from the mental at- 
titude of the newspaper writers fol- 
lowing the snub they received at 
the Bennett-de la Falaise wedding, 
Edmund toulding and Marjorie 
Moss (formerly of Moss and Fan- 
tana) went out of their way to en- 
tertain the fourth estate after their 
marriage. 

Ceremony was private, attended 
only by close friends of the couple, 
but the reception following looked 
like a mass meeting of newspaper 
people. Nor were the writers treated 
as objects of sympathy for also at- 
tending were Lew Cody, Dolores Del 
Rio, Ramon Novarro, Ruth Chat- 
terton, Ralph Forbes, Joseph 
Schenck, Irving Thalberg, Norma 
Shearer, William (yeast) Fleish- 
man, and many public notables. 

Entire affair was elevated social- 
ly when a reporter from one of the 
trade papers arrived in formal 
morning dress—striped pants, walk- 
ing coat and stick. None of the 


celebs went in for formality 





DUT QUIETLY 


Producers Surprised at Calm | 
Reception of Studio Wage | 
Slashes — Some Secretly 
Admit They Weren’t 
Worth Big Money—Most 
Had Cut Own Home 
Budgets 


SOME SOUR GRAPES 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Picture people forced to take sal- 
ary cuts during the present wave of 
money pinching are taking it on 
the chin, for the most part, stand- 
ing up. 

There are plenty of kicks—much 
of it as a matter of course—but 
stars, directors, writers and per- 
sonnel generally, are silent about 
the matter. Many figure there’s no 
use of complaining and that they 
only deserve what they’re getting, 
anyway, or that conditions are suf- 
ficient reason for the percentaging. 

Number of high-salaried people 
who have been slashed anywhere 
from 10 to 60% are cagily admitting 
to friends that they weren’t worth 
what they were previously getting, 
anyway. A lot of this is sour grapes 
and figured to reflect on the pro- 
ducers who were chumps enough 
to pay it to them, but most of it is 
sincere, 

East-West Comparison 

Former New York legit player 
who was retrenched from $750 per 
week to $500 took it philosophically. 
He said he never got above $300 in 
New York so why complain about 
$500? 

No one has felt sorry for the high 
salaried people given cuts except- 
ing their agents. Those who knew 
couldn't even become sympathetic 
with a writer who had been getting 
$2,200 a week and was lowered to 
$800. 

Prepared 

Most of the studio help receiving 
three and four figures were pre- 
pared for the income knifing. They 
had been reducing their own ex- 
penses by selling the yacht, firing 





a few servants, laying off big 
(Continued on page 46) 
B’way Scales Cut 

Broadway picture houses have 


established a reduction in their b. o. 
scales vegarding morning prices. 
Also goes for special run _ films. 
Laid to conditions. 

Latter noticed when ‘Strictly Dis- 
honorable’ (U) played the Criterion 
at $1.50 top on a two-a-day sched- 
ule. And the Astor has now scaled 
down to 50 cents as a minimum, 
with the usual $2 top. 

Roxy has shaved from 50 to 35 
cents, and Warner has gone to 25 
in the morning; formerly was 35. 

Ufa Cosmopolitan now is 75 top 
instead of $1.50, and the Mayfair 
evening price is 65 cents instead 
of 85. 


Zukor Decorated by French 


Paris, Dec. 7. 

AlolIph Zukor of Paramount 

been awarded the cross of the Le- 
gion of Honor. 





has 


No word has been received in 
the New York Paramount offices 
of the Zukor decoration by the 
French, Zukor is at present on the 
coast, 


Seeks Shubert Out 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Gene Raymond, juvenile, on loan 
to Paramount from the Shuberts, is 
leaving for New York (Monday) to 
release from his Shubert 





his 
contract, 

Raymond has made one picture 
for Par., ‘Ladies of the Big House 


seek 





i 


NOT SO MANY COAST TEARS — 





B 0), Pull Only Regulator of Actor's 
Screen Salary, Says Conrad Nagel, 


But 23 of 25,000 Paid Over $3,500 





A Loving Jump 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Ona Munson made a loving 
jump from New York, to reach 


here Saturday (5) and spend 
the week-end with her  be- 
trothed, Ernst Lubitsch. 

Miss Munson left New York 


Tuesday (1). She is returning 
east today, to start rehearsing 
with the Sam Harris-Irving 


Berlin musical. 











ROCKEFELLERS 
OK RADIO CITY 
REGARDLESS 


been okayed by 
and fr., 


authentic sources, despite any 


Radio City has 


the Rockefellers, sr. from 
out- 
come of the current RKO financial 
This 
have been expressed by the younger 
Rockefeller, the RKO trou- 
bles commenced to crowd up the 
financial pages. 

Excavation is well under way for 
the three city blocks Radio City will 


tangle. decision is said to 


since 


occupy, Forty-eighth to Fifty-first 
streets, Fifth to Sixth avenue. 
Other than to have had certain 


office space reserved for it in the 
70-story N. B. C. building contem- 
plated on the development, RKO is 
reported to have no other interest 
there than with its co-affiliations of 
Radio Corporation of America. 

The twe variety theatres, music 
hall and pictures are to be oper- 
ated by Roxy, it is stated, leaving 
nothing in the theatre way on the 
lot for RKO. 


Hollywood Car Conductor 
Sidelines as a One-Man 
Picture Co., Plus the Mrs. 


Dec. 7. 
who 





Hollywood, 


Glenhope Russell Stevens, 


has about 15 published western nov- 
els and 35 summers to his record, 
is not living the life of ease some 
might expect. G. R. is a busy man 
collecting fares on the Pacific Elec- 
tric street car line in Hollywood, 
and he’s been collecting those fares 
for eight years. 

Where G. R.’s money goes may be 
a mystery and it may not. For G 
R. has invested in two cameras, and 
for the past three months has been 


filming one of his own stories. Mrs 
G. R. is the leading woman, and 
Gasil Gowan, who has done som: 


professional work 
opposite. G. R. 
on the P, E. 

The income from his novels not 
permitting sound equipment, G. R. 
is filming his stuff silent. He'll be 
ready, he thinks, for any return tc 
silent films which may eventuate 

‘It'll be a dark horse,” says G. R 
And he says it just like that. 


Delayed Test Tells 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 


in Hollywood, is 
cranks between runs 





Tala Birell, German actress her: 
under contract to Universal since | 
June. got her first screen test at the 
studio Friday (5). 


After the 


virl needs 


decided the 


tutoring. 


test, execs 


more 


+ engp eases 


By RUTH MORRIS 


‘The most periodic of Hollywood 
bugaboos, returning every few years 
to foment discussion, is the reduce 
tion of the salaries of picture ace 
tors. The industry has not been able 
tu effect a general reduction in the 
past; it will not succeed now, sime 
ply becaus:> no human power can 
a-ter the economic law of demand 
and supply.” 
defense is 
making personal ap- 
Loew theatres in 
York. Mr. Nagel, 
minimizes the 

how he did at the 
and centrates his 
attention on a problem of 
vital interest to all members of his 
profession, 


Spokesman for the 
Conrad Nagel, 
pearances in the 
and about New 
unlike most actors, 
importance of 
supper show con 


off-stage 


‘Fan magazines,’ said Mr. Nagel, 
‘have exaggerated the issue by pub- 
licizing those stars whose box office 
importance warrants cnormous sal- 
aries. * am not speaking casually, 
I know that for a fact. 

‘As president of the Motion Pic- 
ture Relief Fund, I am conversant 
with the wages of the 25,000 actors 
registered in Hollywood, upon 
whose salaries the committee levied 
a tax of 1%% to allay present con- 
ditions. How many of that number 
do you think receive large salaries 
—from $3,500 up?’ asked Mr. Nagel, 

Largest Grosses 

‘Only 23 out of a possible 25,000. 
There is no socialism in personality. 
Glamorous stars command amounts 
that are created, not by producers, 
but by the public that supports their 
films. The companies that recog- 
nize this fact and pay accordingly 
earn the biggest grosses. 

‘It is true that Constance Ben- 
nett received $150,000 for one pic- 
ture. That, I grant, is a fabulous 
sum—but a moment's consideration 
will show that it is not unreason- 
able. That film grossed its produc- 
ers a million, I understand. Miss 
Bennett makes four pictures a year 
each one, so far, a box office 
smash. What's to prevent her, lack- 
ing a contract, from making one 
film a year indepedently of any stu- 
dio and pocketing the entire gross 
on her films? 

‘Each box office success is a stime- 
ulant to the picture trade. The ex- 
hibitor, to obtain a smash film will 
purchase inferior product’ that 
might otherwise go begging for re- 
lease, Public reaction to one money- 
maker creates that much more good 
will toward the industry as a whole. 
High-salaried stars are the props 
upon whom successes depend. They 

(Continued on page 27) 
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First WB Slash Drops Average 
Cost Per Picture to $225,000: 


Second Cut Now to $200,000 


oe > 





Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

First six pictures completed at 
Warners-First National since the 
studio reopened Sept. 1 have been 
produced at an average cost of 
$225,000 each. That figure is about 
$40,000 less than the average budget 
on WB-FN features. previous to the 
studio’s four-month shutdown. 

Saving on production cost was ac- 
complished without any salary cuts, 
but entailed operation of the studio 
with a smaller personnel. 

Company intends to further slice 
production costs through salary 
cuts. New budget will probably 
bring the average feature cost down 
to about $200,000, which figure all 
studio agrees should be the average 
for feature-length films. 

Six pictures on WB-FN completed 
on the $225,000 budgets are: ‘Her 
Majesty Love,’ with Marilyn Miller; 
‘Taxi,’ with James Cagney and 
Loretta Young; ‘Safe in Hell,’ with 
Dorothy Mackaill; ‘Under Eighteen,’ 
with Marian Marsh; ‘Woman from 
Monte Carlo,’ with Lil Dagover, and 
*Manhattan Parade,’ with Winnie 
Lightner and Smith and Dale. 

‘Roar of the Crowd,’ ‘Fireman 
Save My Child,’ ‘Old Man Minnick,’ 
‘Alias the Doctor’ and ‘The Man 
Who Played God’ are the new fea- 
tures which will hit the $200,000 
mark. Some of these will even go 
under the budget, while ‘Man Who 
Played God’ (George Arliss’ next) 
and ‘Hon. Mr. Wong’ will go above 
200 grand. 

Studio is going above on a picture 
budget only when there is a saving 
on some other feature. 


5 Monthly for 
First 3 Mos. of 
32 by Majors 


Major producing companies will 
release on an average of five fea- 
tures apiece during each of the first 
three months of the new year. This 
number is higher than a year ago 
for most concerns and is seen as 
much an adherence to the advice 
of quicker release than to meet 
shortage of product. 

Paramount is slated to turn loose 
five features in January and an- 
other five in February plus six in 





March. Another six in April are 
scheduled. 
Radio, chiefly because of the 


Pathe consolidation, will practically 
double its number from last Janu- 
ary. This firm has six set for De- 
cember, of which three are of the 
Pathe brand. 

Fox will broadcast five in Janu- 
ary and as many in February, 
about the average fer those months 
with this company. Just an even 
dozen features will be released by 
Warners during the (first two 
months of the new year. 


U MAY FILL STORY 
GAP WITH REMAKES 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Shortage of story material at Uni- 
versal has the studio figuring on 
remaking some of its old silents. 
General practice of taikerizing si- 
lents has been frowned on lately by 
most studios, 

U has several of its writers going 
over the old scripts. First to get 
consideration is ‘Smoldering Fires, 
made with Pauline Fredericks in 
1923. 








Even Mickey Mouse 


Hollywood, Dee. 7. 

‘Mickey Mouse’ staff got a taste 
of the axe. 

Walt Disney released three ani- 
mators from their contracts in a 
budget cut: Ed. Benedict, Cal How- 
ard and a third. 

Benedict went to Universal for 
‘Looney Toons.’ 





CLOSING ASTORIA JAN. 15 
Month Ahead of Schedule—Transfer 
Six Films West 
Paramount will now close its 
Astoria studio Jan. 15. The remain- 
ing six features to be made here 
will be transferred to the Coast 
Darkening ccmes a month earlier 

than first scheduled. 

Decision came suddenly at a cab- 
inet meeting of home office execu- 
tives last week. 

Completion of two features now 
in work, “Wayward” and “Wiser 
Sex” is now being rushed. 

Plant will reopen in February to 
exclusively turn out shorts. 


SNAKES TURNED 
LOOSE IN 
THEATRES 





Birmingham, Dec. 7. 
The finght between union and 
non-union houses is getting pretty 
serious with every plain clothes 
man on the force after the bunch 
that turned a couple of snakes loose 
in the Empire and Galax theatres. 
The Galax received its reptile 
the night of a Christmas parade 
when it was packed. The Empire 


got its snake the next night. Both 
houses are operated by Birmingham 
Theatrical Amusement Co., non- 
union, 

Two union houses also received 
stench bombs during the week, 
these being the Temple and Ritz. 
It was the first dose for either 
house, 

Local newspapers have used prac- 
tically nothing on the union situa- 
tion but when the first snake was 
loosed it touched off the press fire- 
works and public sentiment is at a 
high pitch, although few people 
know just what the fight is all 
about. ‘ 

Trouble all started July 18 when 
the Birmingham Theatrical Amuse- 
ment Co. closed nine houses when 
operators refused to take a satis- 
factory cut in wages and reduction 
of the two men in a booth idea. 
The houses stayed closed until Sept, 
7 when five of the downtown houses 
opened, with two nabes also re- 
lighting. Operators of another union 
were imported from Atlanta. 

Trace Snakes 

Police later succeeded in tracing 
down the report that 18 snakes had 
been shipped here via Gadsden. Ex- 
press company at Gadsden had rec- 
ords of such a shipment and Em- 
mett Wilson, union operator at 
Gadsden, was arrested. He was 
brought to Birmingham and placed 
in jail on a charge of conspiracy 
to boycott by intimidation. He ad- 
mitted delivering 16 snakes to two 
Birmingham operators and gave 
their names. 

The snakes were ordered from 
3rownsville, Tex., with specifica- 
tions that only snakes with fangs 
drawn be delivered. If the reps were 
up to. specifications -they were 
harmless enough. 

Carl Wall was also arrested in 
connection with stench bomb sling- 
ing. This in connection with a 
bombing two weeks ago. He was 
placed in the hoosegow on a gen- 
eral holding charge. 

Meanwhile two other men were 
being tried in the Ensley precinct 
police court for bombing the Ensley 
theatre. The trial was postponed 
until the court could make heads 
or tails of the evidence offered. 

Sinee the arrests the union men 
have offered no statements what- 
soever. Adoption of the snake idea, 
however, came about principally as 


last legislature making it a felony 


snake throwing, but probably will 
be punishable by a fine and several 
days changing rocks instead of 
reels. 





a result of a bill which passed the | 


in Alabama to throw a stench or | 
tear bomb. The bill did not include’ 





EDDIE GARR 


Booked solid RKO Circuit. 

Week Dec. 10, RKO Hillstreet 
Theatre, Los Angeles. 

“If there was a Pulitzer prize for 
vaudeville the award should go to 
Eddie Garr for the best perform- 
ance of the year.”—Gus Edwards. 

Management 
HARRY YOUNG 
Room 1111A, 1560 Broadway, N. Y. 


Fox Holding Up 50 
Educational Reels; 
W. E. Dispute Lingers 





The sale of films to schools, of 
which a number are awaiting to 
sign contracts, according to report, 
is being held up by Fox. Delay is 
due to Fox efforts to have Western 
Electric establish a let-live license 
fee and royalty in the visual educa- 
tional field instead of the $500 per 
reel price, 
As soon as a contract is signed, 
it is pointed out, regular royalties 
must immediately be paid W. E. for 
50 Fox reels on curricula subjects 
awaiting release. Regardless of the 
outcome of the dispute, Fox may 
have to play along with Western. 
Reason for this is that a switch 
to Radio Photophone by Fox for 
recording would be too expensive at 
this time, Fox being forced to op- 
erate and pay for two recording 
systems. Fox-Hearst newsreel] is 
under license to use the W. E. 
system. 





Pantages as Operator 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Return of Alex, Pantages as a 
theatre operator is barely possible. 
Considerable talk of him looking 
over the field and several proposi- 
tions said to have been made to him. 

Pantages intimates he can get 
back the Pan houses he sold RKO 
some time ago. 





RAFFLING OFF THEATRE 


14,000 Tickets at $1 Each Must Be 
Sold on David Theatre 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 7. 
The depression has brought about 
a new way of disposing of a theatre 
It’s sell- 


itself. 


to meet the indebtedness. 
ing chances on the house 
Ewing O. Davis, Sr., owner of the 
Davis in Greensboro, Pa., is raf- 
fling off his property. 

Numbered tickets at $1 each are 
good for two admisions and also 
for a free chance on the theatre 
which is to be handed to the win- 
ner after a satisfactory number of 
tickets have been sold. 

The Greensboro bank closed last 
December with the Davis indebted, 
and a settlement is to be made from 
the proceeds of the raffle. It is 
estimated that about 14,000 tickets 
must be sold to clear the debt. 
Davis has appealed to the M.P.T.O. 
of Western Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia to aid in the sale of the 
raffle tickets. 


NON-SHOWMEN 
WITH UNUSUAL 
AUTHORITY 


A special committee to pass upon 
suitability of pictures, their rentals, 
ete., including shorts, has been ap- 
pointed in the RKO home offices. 
The committee is composed of B. 


B. Kahane, Herban Zohbel, and 
James Turner. 
The committee is empowered 
from accounts to revoke the judg- 
ment of the RKO theatre operat- 
ing dept. if the latter rejects a 
talker for the RKO houses, or re- 
classify a picture if the committee 
believes it has been wrongly set by 
the theatre heads. 

Similarly the committee can force 
a rejected short into the RKO the- 
atres or reset the rental. 
RKO houses mostly play their 
own Radio Pictures talkers, besides 
RKO Pathe’s and Pathe’s shorts. 

Of the committee Kahane is the 
general counsel for RKO; Zohbel is 
the company’s treasurer, while Tur- 
ner’s exact position with RKO has 
never been announced. Neither is 
considered a showman. 








If ‘Hur’ and ‘Parade’ Get Over Will 
Likely Induce Synced Revival Flood 





Resurrection of ‘Ben Hur’ and 
‘Big Parade’ in synchronized form 
may lead to the reissuance of other 
old time silent hits if these two 
revivals get over. 

Paramount, through Publix, is 
placing ‘Ben Hur’ to a test, may do 
the same with ‘Big Parade’ and has 
thought of reviving such films as 
‘The Covered Wagon,’ ‘Beau Geste,’ 
‘Wings’ and ‘Old Ironsides’. ‘Wings’ 
carried sound effects on discs used 
backstage when it was roadshowed 
and later placed on film per regu- 
lar release with the synced score. 

Publix placed ‘Hur’ into the 
Rialto as a single week shock book- 
ing, expects to show around $17,000 
on the week and yesterday (Mon- 
day) decided to hold It a second. 
Circuit has also set ‘Hur’ for test 
bookings in its various territories. 
Meanwhile Publix will probably 
wait to see what the Roxy does with 
‘Big Parade’ week of Dec. 11. 

35% Rentals 

Metro is obtaining as high as 35% 
under percentage deals for ‘Hur’ 
|and ‘Parade’ under contracts so far 
drawn, This is deemed a good 
average even for present-day prod- 
uct. As silents ‘Parade’ far out- 
grossed the Biblical film. 

Neither picture rates as the first 
big silent grossers to be revived in 





sound, ‘Birth of a Nation’ being so 
treated and released earlier this 
year. However, the ‘Nation’ was 
made 17 years ago and screened in 
1915. 

Besides which there is the Jo- 
seph M, Schenck idea that a silent 
feature with a strong name star 
can go out and get money today, 
and that the experiment is worth an 
attempt. It is plausible that should 
Metro's pair come to mean any- 
thing, Schenck may advocate that 
United Artists try a non-dialog 
feature. 


DeMille Is No Longer 
Member of Hays Group 


Cecil FE. DeMille has been dropped 
from the Hays group. 





This was 
revealed on the director's 
to the Coast last week. 

Amkino, Russian film concern, re- 
fused to discuss a reported deal 
with DeMille. Reports that DeMille 
would make pictures for Russia in 
Holtywood were around. 

In connection with the cessation 
of his relations with the Hays office 
it was declared that DeMille, like 
other producers who have ceased 
‘activity,’ are dropped from = the 


return 





membership. 


i 


Efficiency in Fox Coast Studio 
Limits Sheehan to Producing Only 





Hollywood, Dee, 7. 
There is no dispute that eff. 
ciency as practiced by the Chase 
Bank east and west regarding the 
Fox studio here, has limited Wine 
field R. Sheehan to the strict 


pro« 
duction of pictures only on or oft 
the lot. In all other ways, it ape 
pears, such as story and talent see 
lection or holding employes or dee 
partments, Sheehan has been. ree 
lieved. 
Chase Banh representatives are 


here. They pass upon each item 


not included in the actual making of 


the picture by the camera. These 


include the budgeting in the studio 
with a limit set for each picture 
tabbed up by the Chase rep. 

7 . 7 *hac ~aramment ate 

E. McIntyre, Chase repress ntative, 
last week sat in on a private shows 
ing of ‘Dance Team’ (Fox) and 
stated that the love angle was not 
natural. Receiving an argument on 
the point he left the room abrubtly 
and in a huff. 

Orders by McIntyre carry out the 
belief that someone is running the 
studio over Sheehan’s head and 
Wurtzel as to studio supervision. 
Keith Weeks was given 15 minutes 
to clean his things from the office 
on command of McIntyre when the 
former was turned loose. 

About Rowland 


In the east the strings on Shee- 
han seem set with Richard Row- 
land, who is in charge of the Fox 
story department. Latter now is re- 
ported to have assumed charge of 
the talent end east. Rowland from 


casting of pictures. 


aid Mrs. Florence Strauss, who is 
now in charge of the story dep’t in 
the east. 


Joe Shea, a Sheehan appointee, 
without notice, to give Mrs. Strauss 
the berth. Shea had been with Fox 
for five years. Story says Shea re- 
ceived rotice from Rwwland at five 
one afternoon to turn over his dept. 
at nine the next morning to Mrs. 
Strauss, that letting Shea out. 
This is said to be an example of 
Sheehan’s helplessness outside of 
his immediate production work. 
Sheehan did .ot order the dismissed 
Shea west again to the studio as 
would ordinarily have occurred. 
Politics in New York which work 
closer to the main citadel of Fox 
than Sheehan can get to 3,000 miles 
away, have brought about the cur- 
rent situation with Sheehan at the 
studio according to local belief. 


NO IDEA OF CLOSING 








Hollywood, Dee. 7. 
Taken to indicate that the For 
studios will not close nor conteme 
plate such a move, company ane 
nounces two additional features be- 


ing scheduled for production before 
Jan. 1, together with seven others 
announced for December, making 
around nine altogether. 

The two extra. pictures are 
‘Widow’s Might’ with John Boles; 
and ‘After Tomorrow’ with Charles 
Farrell and Minna Gombel. 

Two films are now in production 
at the studio. These are ‘Dance 
Team’ with James Dunn and Sally 
BRilers, megaphoned by Sidney Lan- 
field, and ‘Charlie Chan’s Chance’ 
featuring Warner Oland, Linda 
Watkins, Marion Nixon and H. B. 
Warner. John Blystone directs. 

Six completed pictures are now 
being edited include ‘Delicious’; 
‘Rainbow Trail’; ‘Business and 
Pleasure’; ‘While Paris Sleeps’; 
‘Stepping Sisters’; and ‘Almost 
Married.’ : 


A LONG WEEKEND 
Ona Munson left for Hollywood 
last Tuesday (1), merely to spend 
the week-end in California. She 18 
due back in New York this w eek. 
Miss Munson and Sam _ Harris 
have been dickering over her inclu- 
sion in his Irving Berlin-Moss Hart 
musical, which is on again, with 





no decision to date. 





reports out here is passing on the 


Rowland ha. enlisted as his chief” 


She was placed there on™ 
orders from Rowland and displaced 


DOWN FOX STUDIOS : 
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MOVE EASTERN HEADS WEST 





Orders for Further Cuts hy P-P 
~ Unofficially Aimed at Another 207, 


+ 





Operating overhead of Para- 


mount Publix in all its branches is 
to be further slashed between now 
and Jan. 1 in preparation for the 
new six months’ budget which is 
to apply for the first half of 1932. 
Order for:‘even a more strict diet 
eame last week following several 
executive sessions. Unofficial word 
fis that the company is aiming at 
a further 20% chop. 

John Hertz, chairman of the 
finance committee, is reported con- 
eerned in the move with other P-P 
associates. It’s the first important 
theatre gesture in P-P since Hertz 
eame in along with William Wrig- 
ley, Jr., and Albert D. Lasker. 


Hertz, who heretofore made his 
headquarters in Chicago, is to have 
permanent quarters in New York 
fn an office adjoining Adolph Zu- 
kor’s in the Paramount Building. 
Until the office is ready Hertz's 
temporary quarters are Zukor's 
brary. 

Notify Dept. Heads 

In some branches of the company 
#t is believed almost impossible to 
eut down anywhere near 20% on 
top of the economies already ef- 
fected. In other departments, it is 
pointed out, there is still room. 

At the end of last week depart- 
mental heads had been notified and 
were preparing to meet the edict. 
Some departments will attempt to 
lop operating costs without dis- 
charging employees or cutting sal- 
aries. 

In such departments wastage 
will be further checked against. 

It is believed that the least cut- 
ting will be done in distribution, 
as this branch of Paramount is 
currently operating on a basis of 
1925 business. 


SHERIFF IN UA OFFICES 
ON FANNIE BRICE SUIT 


Upon a writ of attachment se- 
¢eured by Abeles & Green for Fannie 
Brice and Billie Rose, both suing 
the Art Cinema Corp. for breach of 
contract, a sherif’ was placed in the 
Art Cinema offices (United Artists), 
9729 Seventh Ave., to take possession 
until Art Cinema posts a bond. 

After completing ‘My Man’ for 
Art Cinema, Fannie Brice started 
suit against the producers, claiming 
that the firm owed her $30,000 for 
back salary, and demanded $125,000 
for allegedly failing to give her a 
second picture she claims according 
to contract. Billie Rose is suing for 
$25,000, asserting that when Miss 
Brice was engaged for ‘My Man’ he 
was also put under contract to work 
in the picture and maintains that 
the producers also breached this 
contract. 

An order to examine Joe Schenck 
fin these actions has been secured 
by Abeles & Green and will be 
served on the producer when he re- 
turns to New York from the Coast. 
Writ of attachment was given the 
attorneys by Judge Mitchell of the 
New York Supreme Court. 

Sheriff takes technical possession 
of the Art-Cinema offices until the 
defendants post a bond covering 
twice the amount of the damages 
asked in the suit. 

Art Cinema, which will fight the 
action, regard the attachment as 
merely a ‘nuisance action,’ obtained 
in advance of trial in the hope of 
Speeding along a settlement. Offer 
of a settlement as a truce is not in- 
tended by Art Cinema, it is said. 











Mayer Advises Cut 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
At a meeting of Metro's depart- 
mental heads last week Louis B. 
Mayer advised a cut in personnel. 
Staffs are now being sifted. 








Versatility 


When film salesmen are not 
so successful at selling film 
they take up side lines. 

Two such_ representatives 
arrived at a theatre last week, 
and after being turned down 
on their pictures by the exhib 
tried to sell him Christmas 
cards. 











Stone Becomes Ass’t 
To Sheehan at Fox; 
Wurtzel Refuses Cut 


Hollywood, Dec. T. 

Inside reports that Sol Wurtzel 
is being gradually disassociated in 
part from production supervision 
at Fox are strengthened in the re- 
cent move placing John Stone, 
former foreign department head, as 
first assistant on production to Win- 
nie Sheehan. 

Wurtzel is said to have refused 
a salary cut, having a contract, and 
was referred to the legal department 
with his claim, 

Stone was previously a_ writer. 
Last of his foreign versions now in 
the cutting rooms, and the foreign 
department is slated to quit until 
direct versions become ripe again. 

The shakeup at Fox continued 
over the weekend. H. Keith Weeks, 
former prohibition agent who had 
been executive manager of the 
Movietone studio at Westwood, is 
reported out and to be succeeded 
by William Steincamp, former head 
of the sound dept. E. W. Butcher, 
production manager, is another dis- 
missal and due, it is said, to an 
order from New York. 

Sol Wurtzel’s brother, Ben, who 
has held various studio jobs and was 
recently in charge of the costumes 
department, was let out Saturday 
(5). 

Bert Sebell, former production 
manager, and J. M. Kerrigan, ac- 
tor, were removed as a directorial 
team on ‘The Gay Bandit’ after 
three days filming. Marcel Varnel. 
R. L. Hought, Arnold Schuster and 
Samuel Godfrey, other directorial 
teams appointed at the same time, 
have been given no assignments yet 
and probably will return to their 
former positions. 


DERR, MINUS SULLIVAN, 
AS METRO SUPERVISOR 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 


E. B. Derr goes to Metro next 
week as a supervisor. He and his 
partner, Chas. Sullivan, finish the 
end of this week at Caddo. Sulli- 
van does not move to Metro under 
the present deal. 

Pair are presently handling re- 
takes on ‘Scarface’ and finishing 
‘Sky Devils.’ Title change for ‘Scar- 
face’ has been ordered by the Hays 
office. 








Low for Extras 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
While Thanksgiving week held 
more mob activity than anticipated, 
last week dropped a matter of near- 
ly 200 a day to an average of 565 
working extras. This is the lowest 

since the second week of August. 
Features in production hit the 
fall low Thanksgiving week when 24 
were shooting, but the trend was 
mildly up last week. However, only 
25 were carried over this week and 


BANKERS URAaE 
REGARDING FILMa 








| Would Split Business Brains | 


Between Two Coasts— | 
Company Leaders Hold- | 
ing Final Meeting in N. Y. 
This Week to Form Uni- 
fied Stand and Plans 





WARN WALKOUTS 





Picture producers are going to| 
stick together in a retrenchment 
campaign which will be given final 
and official sanction at a meeting 
of the Hays board of directors in 
New York this week. All matters 
discussed at previous gatherings 
will, it ig understood, be finally at- 
tended to and decided upon at this 
next session, including the subject 
of fewer films. 

A factor which has long been 
brewing, and which is expected to 
materialize shortly after the com- 
ing conference, ig that of a more 
even distribution of the business 
brains in tilmdom, There is too 
much mental talent in the east and 
too little in the west, according to 
authoritative sources near the direc- 
torate program. A division of man- 
power between the two coasts is es- 
sential, it is declared. 

That the proper manpower be 
placed in the studios really amounts 
to a second ultimatum of the bank- 
ers is admitted by picture executives 
in high neutral quarters. The in- 
dustry is acceding to this demand 


(Continued on Page 23) 


HUGHES WANTS TO SEE 
‘SCARFACE’ MONEY 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Howard Hughes is making some 
additional sequences for ‘Scarface’, 
having agree... to the Hays edict to 
soften the gangster elements. New 
material is largely newspaper office 
stuff, heavy with propaganda 
against gangsters. 

Hays still insists the title must 
be changed. Hughes is about ready 
to comply, in order to get the pic- 
ture out and start coilecting some 














money from it. 


S. Z. Poli May Pay 


$300,000 Taxes 


Due on Fox-Poli Houses, Recovering 
Complete Circuit for His Operation 





Down to 52 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Metro’s economy plan for its 
writing staff, which has the 
studio dropping scribblers as 
soon as their scripts are 
fiinished, is manifest in the 
newest list of writers issued at 
the studio. 

Current lineup contains 52 
names. A few months ago this 
staff comprised 84. 


BROWN STAYS 
AS RKO PRES. 


Of the hundred reports concern- 
ing RKO, a majority have dealt with 











whether Hiram Brown will remain 
as the head of the organization. Un- 
derstanding is that Brown will con- 
tinue as president, provided the 
financing plan is adopted Thursday 
(10) at the stockholders’ meeting in 
Baltimore. 

If the plan fails to secure the two- 
thirds approval required and a re- 
ceiver is appointed in that con- 
tingency, as has been threatened in 
RKO’s own statements, the receiver 


would assume full sway im- 
mediately. 
Reports downtown seem to agree 


the matter and future of RKO now 
lie right in the office of Owen D. 
Young, rather than with any of the 
subsidiaries or affiliations in and 
between, such as RCA. Whatever 
Young decides upon will go 
through, it is said, with Young re- 
ported favoring Brown to carry on 
with RKO. 

It is said that at the RCA meet- 
ing last week, it was bluntly stated 
that RCA does not intend to go out 
of the amusement business, re- 
ferring to RKO and its troubles. It 
was not stated, however, at that 
meeting there would be no RKO re- 
ceivership. 





Hollywood, Dec. 7. 


Executive meeting of artists and 
managers is being called today 
(Monday) for discussion of studio 
salary cuts. Most of the agents are 
opposed to accepting any reduction 
for talent now clicking, although 
that is not publicly stated. 

Agents’ opinion is that studios 
need these pcople and bound them- 
selves by contract. No reason 
therefore, say they, for the actors 
accepting any cuts. 

This answer is being relayed to 
producers by contracted talent in- 
dividually, with no outright state- 
ment that they have been advised 
as to what they are to say. 

Another angle put forth by 
agents is that even unneeded and 
overpaid help on the lots ought to 
hold out for full salary on the the- 
ory that their options won't be re- 
newed anyway, because of the cur- 
rent elimination of deadwood. 

Only ones getting confidential 
advice from agents to accept sal- 
ary reductions despite their con- 
tract readings, are people not 
thoroughly established but with 
good chances of sticking through 





five ave in sight for starting. 





options. 


Coast Agents Advising Talent 
Not to Cut Salaries for Studios 





2d Outsider for Roxy 


Roxy theatre has booked Colum- 
bia’s ‘Makers of Men’ for Christmas 
week, the second outside film two 
spot this house in a single month. 

Other is ‘Cuban Love Song’ from 
Metro, current. 

CUT RATE REPRISAL 
Warners Adopt Two-For-One When 
Opposition Ignores Request to Quit 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 7. 
Hitting back as Shea-Hyde’'s Ful- 


ton, which has been using a two- 
for-one ticket policy for months, 
WB's Davis will adopt a similar 


scheme starting next week. Coupons 
will be distributed in factories, of- 
fices and stores, the method em- 
ployd by the Fulton. 

Understood that WB appealed to 
Shea-Hyde to drop the two-for-one 
stunt and received no reply within 
a month. Hence, the decision to do 
the same thing with the Davis. Lat- 
ter house is @ 1,750-seater with a 
10-25-35-59 scale, 


+ 











Springfield, Mass., Dec. 7 

S. Z. Poli may recover the per- 
sonal operation of his former circuit 
of 20 New England theatres, now 
held by Fox, through paying the 
current taxes due on the properties, 
estimated at around $300,000. 

This will place Poli in line with 
two other applicants for the Fox- 
Poli circuit at present One is an 
individual and the other a chain. 
So far itis said no decision has been 
Harry Arthur, the Fox 
Theatres general manager, now on 
the coast. Charles Caballero, asst. 
gen. megr., in New York, is also 
amiliar with the proposition. 


reached by 


Lou Sagal, Poli’s former partner, 
is said to have expressed a willing- 
ness to return to theatre operation 
With Poli, and put up if necessary 
$1,500,000. Sagal was the 25% hand- 
shake silent partner of Poli’s for 
years. Sagal started with Poli in 
the New England circuit, finally re- 
ceiving his 25% share when Poli 
sold to Fox for 18 millions, without 
Sagal having a bit of paper to es- 
tablish his interest. 

Sagal received most of the $4,500,- 
000 cash paid over by Halsey-Stuart, 
the New York bankers, the differ- 
ence of the Poli bonds over the 13% 
millions in bonds received by Poli. 

Two Angles 

Poli sees two propositions, it is 
said; his former circuit with the big 
bonded obligation, now down to 

(Continued on Page 23) 


Hughes Lists Own 
$1,900,000 Claim 
In Multicolor Tiff 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Chaotic condition of Howard 
Hughes’ Multicolor company re- 
sulted in creditors holding several 
meetings last week, with two small 
creditors putting attachments on 
the organization. 

Hughes lists himself as the big- 
gest claimant, asking $1,900,000, 
representing money put into build- 
ing and equipment, which amounted 
to $1,300,000 plus cash for operation. 
Eastman Kodak Co. and du Pont 
Film M’f’g. Co. are other big credit- 
ors. Besides Hughes’ claims, other 
liabilities amount to $160,000. 

Frank Garbutt, Jr., was apponited 
manager of the Multicolor-plant on 
a reorganization basis, but quit 
after two days without giving the 
reason for the sudden leave taking. 

Hughes is reported to be low on 
income, although he was drawing 
$81,000 per week when first hitting 
Hollywood. He has promised not to 
draw any more from the drilling 
company, mostly his, when heavy 
earnings of the company stopped. 


NO HOT OR ANY OTHER 
POLITICS—GRAINGER 


Some evil-minded person has been 
imposing upon ‘Variety,’ says James 
R. Grainger, of Fox. Mr. Grainger 
refers to a story in this paper last 
week headed ‘Fox's Hot Politics.’ 

No politics in Fox, hot or other- 
wise, adds Mr. Grainger, in a lengthy 
nite wire, which also states: 

‘Reference to an alleged Grainger- 
Sheehan clash is entirely without 
foundation. I have enjoyed, and I 
fully reciprocate, a long and inti- 
mate friendship with Winfield Shee- 
han, both personally and in our as- 
sociation in business. Mr. Sheehan 
as production head has always and 
continues to co-operate with the 
sales department which I head. The 
sales department at all times and in 
all circumstances has worked and 
will continue to work in close hare 
mony and co-operation with the 
production branch of our business.’ 
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Visual Education 


By Tom Waller 





(Fourteenth of series of articles on motion pictures in the classroom.) 
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(Colleges and schools when writ- 
ing to this column are requested 
to state in their first letter nature 
of the information requested. Where 
the subject suggested has not been 
previously covered, ‘Variety’ will 
investigate and endeavor to make 
an article of the same.) 


One of the largest publishers of 
text books, Ginn & Co., concedes 
that films are bound to become a 
part of virtually all educational 
curricula. Instead of fearing this 
and opposing it, the text industry 
will lend every aid to the film in- 
dustry. The publishers feel that 
films will enrich inculcation of 
knowledge and prove a valuable 
supplement to reading matter. 

They have yet to be sold on di- 
rect correlation of the film with the 
book. The film industry and edu- 
cators themselves have yet to prove 
that picture and book can go hand- 
in-hand, lesson-for-lesson, during 
the school year. 

In the text book field competition 
{is claimed by spokesmen for the 
publishers even keener than among 
picture companies. The same gam- 
bles taken in the film industry con- 
front publishers with the schools. 
If one out of five books submitted 
to the educational market is suc- 
cessful then the publisher is sat- 
isfied. Publishers feel that pro- 
ducers entering a sphere new to 
them must be prepared for a simi- 
lar percentage of flops. They can 
better afford to take the gamble, 
because where there are 40 text 
book pulishers there is only a com- 
parative handful of producers, and 
where the producer figures $1,500 
is sufficient for the average lesson 
on film, it costs the publisher con- 
siderably over that budget to turn 
out a new book. 

Investigation by ‘Variety’ of the 
text book field proves one thing. 
This is: 

Uninformed 


Miscellaneous producers have 
been sporadically contacting vari- 
ous of the publishers for the past 
10 years. Only a part of the story 
has been told, and the publishers 
have been left wary because of pic- 
ture spokesmen’s haziness. Even 
today publishers haven't the com- 
plete picture of what the picture 
industry is striving for. As proof 
of this ‘Variety’ was told last week 
that its interviews with the pub- 
lishers imparted as much knowledge 
to them about concrete visual ac- 
tivities as the publishers disclosed 
to ‘Variety’ about their own field. 

It is up to the picture tndustry 
to set at rest this impression, still 
current, in the publishing field: 

‘The film industry is doubtless 
sincere this time in its attitude 
toward the classroom. But it does 
not understand educational prob- 
lems any more than the publishers 
understand picture problems, there- 
fore how can it make pictures that 
will solve them” 

A question of that kind at this 
time clearly illustrates how little to 
date the picture industry has pro- 
vided even knowledge of its activi- 
ties, not to consider applied sales- 
manship, to the text-book industry. 

The text-book publishers are eag- 
erly awaiting to be sold. After an 
hour's exchange of information, ex- 
ecutives for Ginn & Co. declared 
their organization would even con- 
sider a financial hook-up with the 
company that can define the pic- 
ture’s place in the school, and show 
the way. Right now Ginn’s is wil- 
ling to open its shelves and let 
whatever producer comes along at- 
tempt the correlation of his pictures 
with the company’s books. 

Declarations for the record from 
such publishers. should turn need- 
for-text-book-co-operation talk into 
action. At least, they should silence 
the pessimistic politicians in film- 
dom who are decrying the chances 
of such a hook-up on the ground 
that the publishers would regard 
pictures asa cut-in. 


Fox's Preview 

Fox last week attempted what 
shaped up as the first concrete move 
to cement relations between the 
publishers and the visual subjects 
producers since sound entered. A 
representative of Ginn's attended a 
preview of some shorts, including 
several by one of this publisher's 
authors on geography. 

The publisher's reviewer returned 
to her office amazed at what she had 


— a ee 


seen. Not only are the subjects on 
geography, history and science in- 
structive, but they are entertaining 
as well, she reported to her superior 
in the presence of a ‘Variety’ re- 
porter. A subject on songs of for- 
eign countries impressed the young 
woman as a decidedly worthwhile 
novelty, one that the text 
could never bring to the classroom. 

Another reaction of this publisher 
reviewer to the handful of 
produced Fox shorts projected was 
that none of the shorts she saw lent 
itself to correlation with the text 
book. Rather, it supplemented the 
printed word in the study course. 

Particularly because of this re- 
action the reviewer carried back to 
her office the impression that visual 
educational subjects are suited for 
assembly hall projection rather than 
for individual classroom perusal. 
She noted that the subjects were too 
general in coverage to jibe at any 
time with the pointed detail de- 
signed for each lesson in the text- 
book. The woma.: also expressed the 
doubt that if the subjects had con- 
centrated on detail coverage they 
would be as entertaining as the ones 
which she saw. From a strictly 
educational viewpoint, practically 
all of the pictures reviewed, she re- 
ported, impressed her as elementary 
in background. 

Nevertheless this reviewer carried 
back a message which film pro- 
ducers interested in the visual field 
and the all-important text-book 
publishers’ collaboration, as well as 
co-operation, should capitalize. The 
ground, at least, has been broken. 
One of the biggest publishers is con- 
vinced that some of the experimen- 
tative Fox pictures broaden and 
stimulate student interest. Why not 
tell the publishers the rest of the 
story? 





International 16mm. Co. 
Organizing in New York 





The New York exchange of Inter- 
national 16mm Pictures, first sales 
branch to be opened in a: national 
distribution set up for narrow gauge 
product, backed by three large 
equipment manufacturers the 


field, has 40 accounts on its books to 
daie. Similar exchanges will be 
opened in Boston and Philadelphia 
within two weeks, with others to 
follow in as short order as possible. 

Intentions are the organization of 
an even larger distribution structure 
than at first anticipated. This will 
come in completion of details look- 
ing to the installation in large stores 
throughout the country of depart- 
ments which will handle talker ap- 
paratus, parts, raw films, etc. as 
well as serve as a rental bureau. 

International, of which Rudolf 
Mayer, brother of Louis B. Mayer 
(Metro), is president, will build up 
its own sales forces out of exchanges 
to contact dealers as film accounts, 
whole procedure on selling and 
physical distribution being not un- 
like that of national 35 mm com- 
panies. 

Dr. Henry Knight Miller, editor 
and publisher of ‘Psychology Maga- 
zine,’-is vice-president of Interna- 
tional, in charge of educational di- 
rection. Alfred M. Hiltenberg, from 
the equipment field, is also a vy. p., 
while another is George Hoppert, in 
charge of publicity. 

Joshua Levirr-is secretary of In- 
ternational. Maurice Schoenbaum, 
veteran 16 mm. showman, heads the 
New York branch. 


in 


L. A. to TH ¥. 


Edna May Oliver. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morton Downey. 
Felix Feist. 

Mrs. Conrad Nagel. 

Nick Schenck. 

Charles ‘Buddy’ Rogers. 
Gene Raymond. 

Will Hays. 

Leon Leonidoff. 

E. W. Hammons. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Goldwyn. 
H. M. Warner. 

William Phillips. 

Nicholas Schenck. 


N. Y. to L. A. 





Edgar Wallace. 
Edgar Allan Woolf. 
Arthur Kober. 
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Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week Dec. 11 
Paramount — ‘The Cheat’ 
(Par). 
Roxy—‘Good Sport’ (Fox). 
Capitol — ‘Flying High’. 


(Metro). 
Rivoli—The Struggie’ (UA) 
(10). 


Strand—‘Blonde Crazy’ (WB) 
(2a wk). 
Mayfair—‘Frankenstein’ 
2a wk). « 

Winter Garden—‘Her Majes- 
ty, Love’ (FN) (3d wk). 
Rialto—‘Ben Hut’ 

(2a wk). 
Hippodrome — ‘Secret 
ice’ (Radiv) (12). 





(U) 


(Metro) 


Serv- 


Week Dec. 18 
Roxy—‘Maker of Men’ (Col). 


Capitol — ‘Private Lives’ 
(Metro). 

Rivoli—‘Struggle’ (UA) (2d) 
wk). 


Strand—‘Safe In Hell” (WB). 

Mayfair—‘Frankenstein’ (U) 
(3d-wk). 

Winter Garden—‘Her Majes- 
ty, Love’ (FN) (4th wk). 


$2 Pictures 
‘The Champ’ (Metro) (Astor) 
5th wk). 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) Gaiety 
(7). 


‘Explorers (Criterion) (14). 


Fo eign Films 


‘Operndoute’ (Green baum- 
Emelka) (German) (Little Car- 
negie) (6th wk). 

‘Kaiserliebchen’ (Fox-Atlan- 
tis) (German) (Little Carnegie) 
(5th wk). 

‘Im Geheimdienst’ (Ufa) (Ger- 
man) (Ufa-Cosmopolitan) (3d 
wk). 

‘Struggle for Life’ (Amkino) 
(Russian) (Cameo) (11). 

‘Elizabeth von Oestereich’ 
(Gottschalk) (German) (Eu- 
ropa) (10). 











Union and S-C 
Scrap Spreads 
To Upper B’way 


Battle between. the Springer- 
Cocalis circuit in New York and 
the operators’ union, Local No. 306, 
with the independent chain fighting 
back by duplicating every move 
made by 306, promises to be even 
more bitter than the previous scrap 
between Ochs and the operators. 

Charges are being hurled back 
and forth in strong language, 306 
claiming that the indies are using 
strong-arm men as pickets, but ad- 
mitting that so far there has been 
no violence. Springer-Cocalis last 
week met the union’s idea of free 


shows, used as a lever in the Ochs’ 
fight, by giving a free show for 
children at the S-C Pelham house in 
the Bronx. The S-C chain is also 
figuring on similar free perform- 
ancés in its other houses. 

Meanwhile, 306, which first at- 
tacked the chain’s nine houses in 
the Bronx, started picketing at the 
Symphony and Keystone on upper 
Broadway in Manhattan last week. 
Five additional S-C houses on 
Sroadway above 72nd street will 
likely be the target this week with 
four in Brooklyn to follow by the 
first of the year. 

During the past week 306 brought 
in a non-union indie firm in Brook- 
lyn, the F. & S. Amusement Co. 
Firm operates the Tiffany and has 
been radical in its’ resistance 
against 306. 





DeForest Factory Dark 


M. A. Schlessinger has darkened 
his DeForest Phonofilm factory in 
New York. Some 40 people, includ- 
ing executives, were dismissed. 

Among the let-outs is Frank 
Rogers, genera] sales chief. 


REISMAN RETURNS 


Phil Reisman, general sales man- 
|}ager of Universal, returned Friday 
| (4) after a swing around the com- 
| pany’s northern exchanges. 





Hollywood 





weekly “Variety.” 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printel 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regulap 


The Bulletin docs not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angetes will be found in that customary 





McKinney’s $75 


Florine McKinney's Paramount 
contract is up for court approval 
this week The 18-year-old girl 


gets $75 for six months and options 
over seven years to $750. 
Hecht Staging 

Harold Hecht, N, Y. dance direc- 

tor, staging the colored musical 

backed by Rodney Pantages and 

Harold Morehouse, in place of Billy 


Grant. Dec. 27 is the penciled 
opening, and they want the Mayan 
theatre. 


Cecil B. DeMille got in from New 
York Sunday (6). 





U’s ‘Speak’ Story 
‘Night Club,’ speak drama _ by 
Alan Rivkin and Pincus J. Wolfson, 
is on the Universal sked. Probably 
with Mae Clarke. 

Clean News Film 
Muckless newspaper film prom- 
ised by Universal in ‘Ambition,’ 
with the hero dying for his sheet. 
Russell Mack to direct. 

Gullette’s Advance 
Nedra Gullette, 18, arrived on the 
coast for Universal with over half 
her contract paid in advance. 
Ticket’s 10 weeks at $175, and $1,000 
was advanced in New York. 








Munden Stays Fox 
Herbert Munden, comic in Fox's 
‘Circumstances,’ kept on the studio 
payroll. May go in ‘Silent Witness.’ 

Radio’s Par Loanees 
Irving Pichel is the third Para- 
mount personage to be loaned over 
the fence to Radio recently. Pichel 
directs ‘State’s Attorney’ (John 
Barrymore) dialog. Previous far- 
mees: Norman Taurog and Herman 
Mankiewicz. 

Odd Jobs Plea 
Bids for odd jobs fixing doorbells 
and trimming Christmas trees is 
being made by the local Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers on be- 
half of jobless studio juicemen. 

Selznick’s Own N. G. 

No partiality in Dave Selznick’'s 
story NG’ing. His own idea for a 
yarn suggested by the lives of Otto 
H. Kahn and Al Smith he had 
worked out, then nixed. 





Rogers Heads East 
Charles ‘Buddy’ Rogers on his 
way east for any possible legit, ra- 
dio or band offers. He didn’t care 
for ‘Dance Palace,’ which was to 
be a post-contract job at Par. 
Lynton’ for Crawford 
‘Letty Lynton,’ English novel by 
Mrs. Belloc-Lowndes, bought by 
Metro for Joan Crawford. Wanda 
Tuchock and Edith Fitzgerald on 
the picturization. 
Bern Bernard, RKO booker, is 
scouting in the Pacific northwest 
for indie houses to book. 


Siam Scouters 

A. A. Kline, playwright and film 
writer, is sailing for Siam and far 
east points in search of screen ma- 
terial, with a major studio reported 
backing. Harry Schenck bound for 
same vicinity for a film financed by 
the Prince of Siam. 


Cagney -Blondell Team 
Warners is keeping Joan Blondell 
and James Cagney as a team, hav- 
ing replaced Dorothy Mackaill with 
Miss Blondell in ‘Roar of the 
Crowd.’ Eric Linden borrowed from 
Radio for a part. 


Ginsberg Roach V. P. 

Taking over routine duties han- 
dled by Hal Roach, Henry Ginsberg 
steps in as vice-pres. as well as gen- 
eral manager of Roach studio. Ben- 
jamin Shipman, by his own request, 
becomes business manager and legal 
counsel instead of g. m. L. 
French becomes asst. g. m. 

Harold B. Franklin left for Kan- 
sas City on a week's once-over of 
the seven Hughes-Franklin theatres 
in that territory. 





Billie Burke closes Dec, 12 in San 
Bernardino with ‘Vinegar Tree,’ 
making 24 weeks in the west. Lou 
Wiswell, who handled play’s route 
trying to arrange film offers for the 
actress, 


Fox Film Delays 
Production of ‘She Wanted a Mil- 
lionaire’ is delayed at Fox waiting 
for Spencer Tracey and John Bly- 
stone, who directs, to finish othe 
assignments. ‘Salomy Jane’ another 
delayed starter. 





Hal Roach has officially hanned 
the word ‘shorts’ because some of 
his product ran over two reels. 





‘Comedies’ is hereafter standard. 


Barrymore in Politics 
Washington political story is t6 
be cooked up for Lione] Barrymore 
by Stephen Dickens, wrwid 
just hired by Metro. John Barry. 
more’s next at Radio is also about 
politics, 


Harold Lloyd sticks on the Metro. 
politan leasing lot pro tem. He was 
considering the UA studio for back. 
ground of his Hollywood film, but 
that idea’s in abeyance. 

Collier’s Forgery Charge 

Buster Collier, sued by the holder 
of a $15,000 note allegedly given 
Clarence Rashall three years ago 
has filed answer charging, the note a 
forgery. 

Faking Pachys 

Metro make-up men had to in- 
crease the size of the ears and tusks 
of 20 elephants being used in ‘Tar. 
zan’ when it was discovered ani- 
mals were the Asiatic variety in- 
stead of African as needed. There 
are no African trained elephants in 
the United States. 


Steel! Steel! Steel! 
William Wyler is off ‘Steel’ for the 
second time and Eddie Cahn is on 
the much orphaned story for the 
third time as director. But Uni- 
versal sez Cahn is only temporarily 
on it. 


Wong Back in Spot 
Anna May Wong goes to Hono.- 
lulu for the legit ‘On the Spot, 
which she did in London, New York 
and Los Angeles. Miss Wong just 
released by Paramount. 





Peggy Shannon, Paramount player, 
is being tested by Universal for 
‘Cobblestones,’ prizefight yarn. 

Claude S. ‘Tink’ Humphreys, for- 
merly in charge of the W. V. M.A. 
booking floor in Chicago, is here 
with his family for the winter. 


Jose Bohr, Spanish thespian-pro- 


other two weeks, and then possibe 
ly South America. 
Davies’ Double 
Alfredo Codona has been hired by 
Metro for six weeks to double for 
Marion Davies in trapeze work of 
‘Polly of the Circus.’ Codona is 
Ringling’s aerial ace. 
Baker’s Rest 
After leaving Columbia for lack 
of a story to work on, C. Graham 
Baker will resume his spot as sce- 
nario editor shortly. 


Bench Ads $48 

Names of Douglas’ Fairbanks, 
Mary Pickford and Norma. Shearer 
on iron benches on Hollywood blvd. 
were the comeon to sell more of 
them to publicity-loving film 
celebs at $48 each. Bench-makers 
are circularizing colony’s stars to 
pay for them, and in a hurry as 
‘available corners along the boule- 
vard are limited.’ Populace will 
park on them while waiting for @ 
street car. 








Hollywood Arrivals 
New arrivals in Hollywood last 
week were Donald Meek for Foxs 
‘After Tomorrow’; Tyrone Power 
for Paramount's ‘Miracle Man’; Ede 
gar Wallace and Gene Fowler to 
Radio to write, and Tallulah Bank- 

head to Par for a picture. 





Watters Bankrupt 

George Daniel Watters, writer, is 
bankrupt, listing $26,205 in debts 
and $2,210 in assets. Richard B. 
Eyber, beach amusement operator, 
was another new bankrupt. He 
owed $16,468 and has only his 
clothes as assets. 


U Puffs ‘Morgue’ ; 
Big reception of Frankenstein’ de- 
cided Universal on adding $10,000 
more worth of sensational stuff for 
‘Murders in the Rue Morgue, 2n- 
other spine cooler. 
Novis at Par ; 
Donald Novis, Atwater Kent prize 
winner and Cocoanut Grove singel 
gets under the recording mike at 
Paramount as a juv in ‘One Hour 
With You’ with Maurice Chevalief, 
and Jeanette MacDonald. 
Robert Florey, Universal's rating 
gasp expert (adaption of 7 





stein’ and direetion of ‘Murders 
the Rue Morgue’), does both writiDg 
and megging on ‘Invisible Ma. 
H. G. Wells story. 

John Ford has gone island until 
spring. He went to Honolulu for a 
month a month ago, and his gent 
just got word he's out for the oat 


ter. Delays that Metro dicke 
| picture. 





ducer, and his wife are Havané@: 
bound to fill a two weeks’ vaude 
date. Mexico City is next for ane 
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Hiram Brown Unusually Frank 


Telling Legmen All About RKO: PI ARCE PAL 


Hiram S. Brown, RKO prexy, 
confabbed in open style with around 


29 newspaper legmen Wednesday 
9) in a manner dramatic and real. 
Its sum-up was that RKO must 


stand or fall on the present finan- 
cial plan. The meeting was held in 
Brown's office. 

3rown told everything or nearly 
so, it seemed. He talked salaries, 
depression, pictures, studios, per- 
sonnel and operation. Brown ad- 
mitted he was no showman and that 
his job maybe should have been to 
hire showman which he stated he 
might not have done. He admitted 
the company had made bad pictures 
and he and others managing the 
company should assume full respon- 
sibility for the mistakes that have 
been made. 

How the hour’s talk and question 
and answer period reacted on the 
newspapermen who attended is a 
matter of conjecture. All the stuff 
broke on top of a receivership suit 
filed against RKO in Baltimore by 
a lawyer in those parts the same 
day, alleging some of the things 
Brown had admitted in his talk. 

Dailies and the trades were rep- 
resented among the newspaper lads. 
Their various reactions showed in 
the questions they asked. The boys 


from the financial papers and the 

dailies talked only of finance. The 
trade stuck to pictures. 
Salaries 

Brown talked about salaries. He 

said his own, counting his 8,000 


shares bonus which he valued cur- 


rently at $16,000, averaged around 
$90,000 yearly for the past three 
years. He also mentioned that Her- 
man Zohbel’s salary as treasurer, 
including bonuses, averaged less 
than $20,000 yearly. Brown said 


Selznick is receiving a bigger salary 
than his. 

In his talk Brown intimated that 
salaries of executives and outside of 
players and studio execs might be 


cut, with one as high as 40%, but 
didn’t name those. His own, he 
stated, he was going to submit to 


the RKO board of directors with a 
recommendation for a cut. Brown 
wasn’t clear as to why he, as presi- 
dent, had to submit a request for 
(Continued on page 25) 


Radio Stops ‘Squadron’ 
With $325,000 Now In; 
Total Cost at $600,000 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Production has been stopped at 
Radio's studio on ‘The Lost Squad- 
ron.’ So far the report is Radio has 
invested $325,000 on the picture. 
With work resumed and a fin- 
ished talker, ‘Squadron,’ it is claimed, 
will represent an investment of over 
$600,000. 


U.A. Will Appeal Pillar 
Verdict in Minneapolis 


Minneapolis, Dee. 7. 

As a test case to determine if film 
contracts, which have been in gen- 
eral use in the territory, have any 
legal standing in court and whether 
further action should be taken by 
Minneapolis distributors to try to 
enforce alleged contract violations. 
United Artists has decided to appeal 


the case against John Pillar, Valley 
City, N. D., exhibitor. 
As in a half dozen other similar 


cases involving distributors and ex- 
hibitors in the Minneapolis dis- 


trict, the lower court held against 
the distributor, which has sued Pil- 
lar for $2,000 damages because of 
the exhibitor’s failure to carry out 
the terms of his contract for the 
purchase of U. A. pictures. 

In appealing, U. A. claims that, 


regardless of the arbitration clause, 
the agreement was legal and bind- 
ing on both parties. If the appeal 
against it, no further ef- 
will be made by the exchanges 


is decided 
fort 


to enforce the old contracts and a 
new form will be used henceforth, 
1s rid. 


~ 
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Pathe Halts Trek 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Preparations for moving Pathe | 
equipment and staff from Culver | 
City to the Radio lot in Hollywood | 
are temporarily stopped. Indication 
is that the lots may be kept sepa- | 
rate, with this one of the unsettled 
merger questions to come up Dec. 
10 at the RKO in New York. 

Pathe studio has preparations on 


for a picture to start after Jan. 1. | 
Pathe shorts schedule is cleaned | 
up and Lew Lipton, supervisor 


probably goes into the general writ- 
ing stables. Raoul Pagel, manager 
of the comedy section, is trans- 
ferred over to Tom Keene westerns 
as businéss manager. 

Pathe is considering a 
western unit. 


Franklin Warns 
Show Biz of Too 


Strict Economy 





second 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
that the success of show 
always was and always 
will be based on personality in 
product and operation, Harold B. 
Franklin, in the Dec. 7 issue of 
‘Now,’ Hughes-Franklin house or- 
gan, says he is ‘fearful of what may 
happen if we attempt to over-or- 
ganize this business of ours to a 
point where we run smoothly, ef- 
ficiently—but too quietly.’ 

‘There is a time and place for 
everything including efficiency,’ 
continues Franklin, ‘but efficiency 
merely means getting the most for 
the least. In our case it means 
not the least costly show but the 
best show. 

‘There is no possible compromise 
with entertainment. I can make 
pictures for a song and run the- 
atres for a couple of nickels but no- 
body will like them. We're still in 
the show business. We must still 
put on shows. We better put on 
good ones. We will have to make 
that our business and forget all the 
other elements that have begun to 


Stating 
business 


crowd in to take our minds away 
from the one simple job that is 
ours.’ 


GOLDBERG WITHOUT 
KICK, SAYS BRANDT 


Referring to the story concerning 
Joe Goldberg, formerly with Colum- 
bia, in ‘Variety’ of Nov. 24, Joe 
3randt, of Columbia, says: 

‘In fairness to Columbia I would 
like to make it clear that we know 
of no dissension entering into Mr. 
Goldberg's relations with our organ- 
ization. His contract was termi- 
nated under mutual agreement and 
accompanied by a financial settle- 
ment which was extremely gener- 
ous, a fact I believe Mr. Goldberg 
would himself admit. 

‘Our personal relations have at all 
times been completely amicable and 
a statement to the contrary is some- 
what of a surprise. The realign- 
ment of the various district set-ups 
covering our distribution entered 
heavily into the change made 
whereby George Naylor replaced Joe 
Goldberg.’ 








Schenck-Feist Back 


Holly wood, 
Schenck and Felix Feist 
New York yesterday | 


Nick 
started bac 
(Sunday). 

They 
conferences and 
survey. 
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BUT FILM EAT 


PROFIT 


| $2, 000,000 RKO Theatres’ 
Actual Net for 1931— 
Over $3,000,000 More 
Taken from Same Thea- 
tres for ‘Office Over- 
head’ During Year—RKO 
Pictures Lose More Than | 


| 


Theatres Can Make 





| 
| 


VAUDEVILLE SAVIOR 


By JOE BIGELOW 

RKO theatres, around 175 of them, | 
will really have netted $5,000,000 by | 
Of that | 
amount nearly $2,000,000 will be | 
actual net profit for the chain. The | 
remainder, of over $3,000,000, is the | 
amount taken away from the the- | 
atres by the home office in New | 
York at the rate of $65,000 weekly, 


| charged up by the theatres as ‘of- 
| fice overhead.’ 


Despite the considerable theatre 
earning by RKO its general year cf 
operation will show a net loss, it is 
said, of over the actual amount 
earned by the houses. This large 
difference has been caused through 
RKO-Radio made pictures mostly. 
They have brought losses to the 
studio and theatres. 


In its current year of 52 weeks, 
the RKO theatre operating dept. 
has not been able to depend upon 


its weekly feature picture at the 
boxoffice for over 12 weeks of the 
52. These 12 include the weeks the 
circuit has played outside pictures 
such as ‘Dracula’ and ‘Frankenstein’ 
both Universal-made. RKO’s best 
showing with its own Radio pictures 
has been very recently in ‘Way 
Back Home,’ a freak Seth Parker 
preachment, and ‘Are These Our 
Children?’ the latter showing some 
spotty but strong drawing power in 
places. Pathe contributed one 
money picture to RKO when its 
studio was under regular operation 
in the late summer, ‘Common Law 
with Constance Bennett. Another 
picture away from the Radio studio 
which gave RKO theatres a good 
week was ‘Millie,’ a Helen Twelve- 
trees starring talker. 
Holding Up Grosses 

With 40 of the 52 weeks left to 
be accounted for to aid toward the 
large net profit of $5,000,000, RKO 
vaudeville is given the sole credit 

(Continued on page 28) 


| editor, 
}of Woolworth's dime magazine, 
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‘November Was Tough for Films; 


3 Major Key Towns 22.3%, Under 
Totals for Same Month of ‘30 


— + 


James’ Fan Mag 


Arthur James, former 
and Fred Smith, 


trade paper 
first editor 
are 


combining to issue another film fan 
j} mag. 
First issue is slated for Feb. 1. 


It will be a five 


cencs 


monthly priced at 


Metro's $100, 000 
Soviet Plot Now 
Gets Whitewash 


Culver City, Dec. 7. 

Metro’s much-kicked-around and 
costly Soviet story is now to be de- 
Sovietized, although around $100,000 
been spent to get the Com- 
munist angle into it. 

Boris Pilynak, chairman of the 
Soviet writers’ union, was paid 
$30,000 for the first story and then 
Boris Ingster, another Russian of 
the new regime, worked on it. 

For a while the story hung fire. 
until recently Al Lewin, who is 
scheduled to supervise, heard Isaac 
Don Levine lecture here. His 
views as expressed were not in 
sympathy with those held by the 
two previous Russians, so Lewin 
encouraged him to cancel his later 
lecture dates and work a new face 
on the story. 

He is now rewriting and will also 
heave the assistance on it from 
Laurence Stallings and Samuel Od- 
nitz, who will go to Metro espe- 
cially for this job. 


has 





Goldwyn in Town 

Sam Goldwyn arrived in New 
York yesterday (Monday) to join 
his production chief, Arthur Horn- 
blow, Jr., and R. H. McIntyre, pro- 
duction supervisor, who preceded 
him east. 

Question of whether Goldwyn will 
shoulder Art Cinema _ production 
next season along with his own, as 
he has done this year, remains in 
ctatus quo. 





exas Indies Seem to Be Getting 
Break Against Chain and Circuit 


Dallas, Dec. 7. 

What's depression to show biz in 
general looks like a lucky star for 
the Texas indie. Within the past 
few months a flock of openings and 
reopenings have dotted the theatre 
map of this state, and significant 
at ieast is that 20 of these represent | 
first-class opposish to Publix and | 
Hugches-Franklin in the lesser keys. 

The small-towners’ comeback, as 
the local film center sees it, is being 
furnished by the circuits them- 
selves. Especially so Publix. A 
good portion of latter’s Dent acqui- 
sition has been sold or the 
dropped, naturally weakening 
product monopoly with which 
lix effectively squeezed out the 
Texas indie opposish only a few 
years back. In many sites Publix 
has cut operations to single stands 
giving the an equal break. 

Hughes-F1 still in the e: 
stage in territory, but 
indie getting 


leases 
the 
Pub- 


indies 
anklin 
this 


seems that opposish is 


ithe jump on expansion. As is case 
in four major H-F  footholds, 
| Sweetwater, Del Rio, Corpus Christi 
ind San ngelo, where non-circuit 


i ¢ ompetish 


is some 
| 
j derwood's 


blossomed out 
month. 
Underwood's Backer? 


within the 
past 


Topping all, comes announcement 


of new Duel Amusement Co. at San 
Antonio, product of W. G. Under- 
wood, the Robb-Hawley exec who 


| dropped out when H-F annexed that 
loop. Info current here that there 
New York cash tied in Un- 


firm, but names withheld 


|} pro tem. 


| 
| 
| 


' 
| 


Evidently Duel is slated for an- 
other indie chain of R & R scope, 
with present operations limited to 
several nabes and the Empire, 
downtown deluxe, in San Antonio 
This may mean grief both Pub- 
lix and H-I 


for 


Arthur Mayer Home 


Arthur Mayer of Publix was able 
to leave Mt. Sinai Hospital, New 
York, Thursday (2) for his home. 

| A week previously he had gone 
} under an ap op. 
| Maver may be at his office in an- 
other few aa: < 


In comparison with 1930 the pice 
ture business saw its biggest de- 
cline in boxcflice receipts during 
November when grosses dipped 
something like 22.3% below the No- 
vember of a year ago. That's for 
the first run spots in the three 
biggest keys, New York, Chicago 


but can be jotted 
the general de- 


and Los Angeles, 
down as a basis for 


cline with the accustomed computa- 
tion that the drop is greater inland 
by some 10% or more. 


Figures based on ‘Variety's’ week- 
ly estimates show a total of $1,609,- 


500 in the recent November as 
against a sum of $2,071,700 a year 
ago that month. Figures are ex- 
clusive of the Mayfair, N. Y., and 
the Monroe, Chicago, neither of 
which figure in the '30 November 
account. 


A month to month comparison 
for 1931, however, as between Oc- 
tober and November shows a de- 
cline in November of 8.6% below 
October. Considering the time of 
year this is deemed unusually large. 
The three keys totaled $1,824,900 
last October as against $1,666,500 in 
November, always recognized as a 


fine theatre month. 
Main Drop in Chicago 

Individually the biggest drop 
comes from Chicago, as a key, 
which declined 20.5% in November 
under October of this year. Los 
Angeles slid 12.4% and New York 
9.8% Estimated totals for Novem- 
ber, 1931, on the three keys indi- 
vidually run—Chicago, $528,200; 
Los Angeles, $287,200, and New 


York, $851,100. 

Broadway shows a gain for only 
one house, the Capitol, on a com- 
parison between the past two No- 


vembers, the gain being 1%. This 
same house last month dropped 
around 23.1% from the previous 


month's total, October being about 
the biggest month in its history. 

The Paramount, New York, on 
the other hand, actually gained in 
November over last October by 
something like 12.9%. Gross gain 
is largely due to augmented stage 
support. However, for the Novem- 
ber parallel the house declined 
around 21.9% 

The Roxy declined 6.7% in No- 
vember as against October of this 


year. On a basis of November, ’30, 
the Foxacre dropped 20.6% this 
year. 


The Mayfair, New York, has the 
biggest drop of all as between the 
recent November and October. Slide 
is around 45.8% with the Strand 
close behind at 44.6%. As between 
the two Novembers the record drop 
goes to the Strand with 69.1%. 


Allied Now Promoting 
Industrial Shorts Use 


Allied 
being groomed to 


Exhibitors associated with 
States are now 


show paid industrial shorts. Aj$r- 
plane lines, railroads and auto 
manufacturing are among the sub- 
jects. 


No pay for the exhibs in running 
the subjects, the money collected 
going to headquarters. Allied’s ad- 
vertising newsreel recently folded 
because of no advertisers 





Cohen Staying West 





As Lukor’ s Contact? 


Hollywood, Dee. 7. 
When Adolph Zukor leaves late 
lthis week for New York, Emanuel 
|@ohen will probably remain at the 
| Paramount coast studio as an east- 
| west contact for Zukor. Cohen 


|would represent Zukor on financial 

lend of product. 

Zukor is reported satisfied with 
handling duties 


Cohen's ability in 


' 
j 


{ 
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Swanson's ‘Tonight’ at $15,000 
And ‘Local Boy's’ $45,000 in 3 
WB Houses Perk L. A. Dull Wk. 








od 


Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 

In & generally morbid week of 
picture grosses the three Warner 
houses which are day and dating 
‘Local Boy’ to a possible $45,000 to- 
tal, and United Artists with ‘To- 
night or Never,’ which should top 
315,000, are the only spots showing 
rebellion against the start of pre- 
holiday pressure. 

Tallulah Bankhead’s first Coast 
Paramount film, ‘The Cheat,’ ex- 
ploited in advance to indicate that 
the Alabama girl has finally 
crashed through with something, is 
just a duplicate of previous efforts 
at $15,000 for the Paramount. ‘Way 
Back Home’ means nothing to the 
Orpheum despite extra advertising, 
and ‘Over the Hill,’ day and dating 
in the Criterion and Chinese, is 
down but remains in both spots with 
nothing booked until ‘Delicious’ 
(Fox) around Christmas. Something 
must be grabbed for these houses 
to fill. 

Chinese is down to $9,000 on 
the fourth week of ‘The Champ,’ 
but no closing date yet named. The 
State is going through an unim- 
portant session with ‘Surrender.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50) 
‘The Champ’ (M-G) and stage show 
(4th week). Around $9,000 and 
nearing finish of run. Last week 
same film, $12,300. 

Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65) 
‘Over the Hill’ (Fox) (2d week). 
Anemic at under $4,000, but will do 
a third week. Last week same film? 


$7,500. 
Egyptian (Fox) (1,800; 60-75) 
‘Over the Hill’ (Fox) (2d week). 


Baa at $1,500 and picture holds over 


here, too. Last week same film, 
$3,500. 
Orpheum (2,270; 25-50) ‘Way 


Back Home’ (Radio). Not attract- 
ing the natives and $5,500 a terrible 
gait. Last week, a nine-day ses- 
sion, ‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe) only 
$11,900, poor. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
90) ‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) and stage 
show. Will be fair in vicinity of 
$7,000. Last week ‘Notre Dame’ 
(U) did $8,000. . 

Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 35- 


75) ‘The Cheat’ (Par) and stage 
show. Not impressive at $15,000 
here. Last week ‘His Woman’ 
(Par) $20,500. 

RKO (2,950; 30-65) ‘Dangerous 
Affair’ (Col) and vaude. At $9,000 


poor considering eight vaude acts. 


Last week ‘Phantom of Paris’ 
(M-G) ($13,000. 
State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1) 


‘Surrender’ (Fox) and stage show. 
An outgoing tide when only $18,000 
indicated on this corner. Last week 
‘Flying High’ (M-G) $16,000 on six 
days. 

United Artists (Franklin) (2,100; 
35-$1) ‘Tonight or Never’ (UA) (1st 
week). Looks like a good first week 


of $15,000. Last week ‘Round the 
World’ (UA) on second and final 
week $7,200. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 35-60) 
‘Cuban’ (M-G). Just average $4,- 
500. Last week ‘Unholy Garden’ 
(UA) $4,600. 

Western (WB) (2,500; 50-75) 


‘Local Boy’ (FN). Around $14,000 
and okay. Last week ‘Mad Geniug’ 
(WB) on second week $10,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-75) 
‘Local Boy’ (FN) and vaude. Pretty 
fair with $16,000 indicated. Last 
week ‘Safe in Hell’ (FN) $12,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75) 
‘Local Boy’ (FN) and stage show. 
Bettering slightly in edging past 
$15,000. Last week ‘Safe in Hell’ 
(FN) $12,000. 


‘Champ’ $15,000 and 
‘Home’ $13,000-Seattle 


; Seattle, Dec. 7. 

Again two showshops stand out. 
This week it’s the Orpheum and 
Paramount with latter having the 
decided edge. ‘Way Back Home’ 
started big but it dwindled fast at 
the Orpheum. Seth Parker in per- 
son a month ago at the Civie Audi- 
torium. Troupe drew big mats but 
bad evening business. 








Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Fox) (3,106; 25-35- 
50), ‘The Champ’ (M-G). Using 


bigger ads for this one and bally- 
hoeed as ‘best’; fine week in sight 
around $15,000. Last week ‘Over 
Hill’ (Fox) good at $12,000: Howard 
White new house manager here, 

Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,400; 25-60), 
‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) and F-M 
unit. Looks fair at $11,500. Last 
week ‘Possessed’ (M-G) great, start- 
ing with holiday, for $19,400. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
35-50), ‘Compromised’ (FN). On 
way to around $3,000. Last week 
‘Penrod’ (FN) got big kid trade but 
didn’t figure up; only $2,500, poor. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25-35- 
50), ‘Around World’ (UA). Getting 
Fairbanks fans; fair for Fairbanks 


Fleet’—Frankenstein’ Top 
Denver, $8,000-$12,000 


Denver, Dec.. 7. 

With only four first run houses 
this week, prospects are good all 
around. Ropes were up for ‘Sui- 
cide Fleet,’ and ‘Frankenstein.’ The 
Tabor has free caddy parking serv- 
ice and street was blocked for an 
hour Saturday night with cars to 
be taken to garage by the boys. 

Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe). Fine 
on $8,000. Last week ‘Over the Hill’ 
(Fox) poor on $4,500 for eight days. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-65) 
—Madelon Claudet’ (M-G) and 
unit. Will be fair around $14,000. 
Last week ‘His Woman’ (Par) $15,- 
000. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 
35-50) —"Way Back Home’ (Radio). 
Pretty good for $9,000. Last week 
‘The Champ’ (M-G) $11,000 on eight 
days. 

Huffman’s Tabor (1,900; 25-35-50) 
—'Frankenstein’ (U). Very big at 
$12,000 rate. Last week ‘Ambassa- 
dor Bill’ (Fox) rang bell with fine 
$11,000, eight days. 


Proctor’s Vaude Will Top 
N’ark This Wk.—$18,000 

















Newark, Dec. 7. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Nothing startling this week, al- 
though Proctor’s strong vaude is 
promising. 
The Capitol is surprising by its 
steady draw, and since being rebuilt 
is getting better grosses on a lower 
scale than last year. Not many 
doing that. 

Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
—Over the Hill’ (Fox). May get 
$10,000 all right. Last week ‘Local 
Boy’ (FN) better than recent figures 
at $13,000 on eight days. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA) and ‘Speckled 
Band’ (FD). Ought to roll up good 
$5,000 or even better. Last week 
‘Compromised’ (FN) and ‘Sidewalks’ 
(M-G) fine at $6,650. 
Carlton (Ufa) 


(473; = 35-50)— 


‘Schlacht von Bademuende ‘*(Ufa). 
Not likely to top $1,000. Last week 


‘Ihre Hoheit Befienlt’ 
$1,100. 

Little (Fine Arts Theatre) (299; 
50)—‘Lustigen Weiber von Wien’ 
(Capital). Reduced prices may mean 
steadier business; claiming a big 
week but lucky to get $2,000. Last 
week, fifth of ‘Zwei Herzen’ (Super- 
film-Tobis), okay at $1,600. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 20-50)—‘Un- 
holy Garden’ (UA) and vaude. Re- 
cent big grosses wiil tumble to about 
$14,000. Last week ‘The Guardsman’ 
(M-G) fine at $19,000, but had Bill 
Haines in person. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
25-50-60)—Pagan Lady’ (Col) and 
vaude. Even Uncle Don (radio) in 
person not drawing so well; radio 
member popular with kids on same 
bill with Evelyn Brent, who is not 
exactly addicted to fairy tale me- 
moirs; $13,000. Last week ‘Rich 
Man’s Folly’ (Par) fair enough at 
$16,800 on eight days. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,200; 25-40-50- 
60)—‘Dangerous Affair’ (Col) and 
vaude. Names include Harry Lang- 
don and the Tastyeast Jesters (from 
radio), probably meaning as much 
as $18,000. Last week ‘Our Children’ 
(Radio) smash at over $21,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
—‘Street Scene’ (UA) and ‘Any- 
body’s Blonde’ with ‘Ambassador 
Bill’ (Fox) and ‘Sea Ghost’ (Peer- 
less) on split. No protection for 
‘Street Scene’ means less than $6,- 
000. Last week ‘Yellow Ticket’ 
(Fox) and ‘Branded Men’ (Tiff) with 
‘Ruling Voice’ (FN) and ‘Scare- 
heads’ (Capital) on split good at 
over $7,200. 


(Ufa) over 





at $5,500. Last week ‘Local Boy’ 
(FN) good at same total, 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) 
(2,000; 15-30), ‘Too Young’ (FN). 
Loretta Young and Grant Withers 
played up; also list of shorts: $5,500. 


Last week ‘Night Life’ moderate 
$6,000, 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60), 
‘Way Back Home’ (Radio). Big 


campaign for Seth and maybe $13,- 
000. Last week ‘Frankenstein’ (U) 
four and five shows first three days 
with one-day record; $17,600, great. 

Coliseum (ox) (1,800; 25-35), 
‘Run Around’ (Radio) and ‘Caught 
Plastered’ (Radio). On mixed pol- 
icy, first and second run; expects 
around $3,500. Last week ‘Pardon 





Us’ (M-G) and ‘Bad Girl’ (Fox) oke 
at $3,100, 


Slow ‘Parade’ in 
Balto. on $13,000; 
‘Boy’ Near $20,000 


Baltimore, Dec. 7. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

Radio film product is no longer 
debuting locally at the Keith the- 
atre. The Schanbergers, proprietors, 
are now first-running Warner prod- 
uct, and the Radio films go to the 
New and the Rivoli. 


Century looks goods this week 
with ‘Local Boy,’ and ‘Frankenstein,’ 
holding over at Keith’s, is the cur- 
rent talk and should turn in a good 
second week. Holiday shopping op- 
position will be felt from now on. 

Last week was surprisingly good. 
The Century, with Alice White on 
stage, and Keith’s with ‘Franken- 
stein,’ are outstanding. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA), ‘Local Boy’ 
(WB) (3,200; 25-60). Will approxi- 
mate a good $20,000. Last week 
‘His Woman’ (Par) and Alice White 
on stage, credited for big $25,200. 


Stanley (Loew-Stanley-Crandall), 
‘Big Parade’ (M-G) (3,600; 25-60). 
Maybe $13,000, not good. Last week 
‘The Champ’ (M-G) despite excel- 
lent advance campaign failed to get 
all expected; kids had indoor circus, 
and Junior League staging of 
‘Treasure Island’ at Auditorium as 
other lures; satisfactory, however, 
at $22,700. 

Valencia (Loew-UA), ‘Possessed’ 
(M-G) (1,500; 25-35). Should cross 
$3,200; fair seasonal average. Last 
week “The Guardsman’ (M-G) $2,800. 
Parkway (Loew-UA), ‘Possessed’ 
(M-G) (1,000; 25-35). Will run 
much better in this house than in 
day-and-dated Val; should go to 
good $4,700. ‘The Guardsman’ last 
week pretty good here, about $4,000. 
Keith’s (Schanbergers), ‘Franken- 
stein’ (U) (2,500; 25-50). <At least 
$8,000 on holdover. Same film last 
week about $9,000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport), ‘Morals 
for Women’ and vaude (2,500; 
25-50). Consistent and satisfactory; 
maybe a good $12,500. Last week 
‘The Bargain’ (FN) $12,000. 
Rivoli (Rome), ‘Lasca of Rio 
Grande’ (U) (2,100; 25-40). Pretty 
consistent at about $4,000. Last 
week ‘Reckless Living’ (C) $3,800. 
New (Mechanic), ‘Good Sport’ (1,- 
800; 25-50). Maybe a good $8,000. 
Last week ‘Surrender’ $7,500. 


5 B’klyn Houses Flirt 
With $134,000, Good 


Brooklyn, Dec. 7. 

Generally quict downtown, the 
Par leading through Russ Columbo 
and the Mills Brothers. 

All theatres exploiting special 
pre-holiday stunts, the Par giving 
away autos and the Albee bally- 
hooing a public wedding. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75- 
85) ‘His Woman’ (Par) and stage 
show. Stage the draw and should 
get $47,000, excellent; Mills Broth- 
ers probably holding another week. 
Last week fine, with ‘Rich Man’s 
Folly’ (Par) and Columbo hitting 
$52,000 for eight days. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-65) ‘Surren- 
der’ (Fox) and stage show. Well 
received and looks fair at $25,000. 
Last week ‘Over the Hill’ (Fox) 
disappointing at $25,800. 

Albee (3,800; 25-35-50-75) ‘Secret 
Service’ (Radio) and vaude. Lou 
Holtz on stage for good $29,000. 











Last week ‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe), 
$25,000. 
Strand (2,800; 25-35-50) ‘Local 


Boy’ (FN). Not bad here on $12,- 
000. Last week ‘Ruling Voice’ (FN) 
only $10,500. 
Metropolitan (3,000; 25-35-50-75) 
‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) and vaude. 
Just so-so at $21,000. Last week 
‘Guardsman’ (M-G), $20,300. 


Cincinnati Holds Average; 
‘Back Home’ $12,000, Cap 


Cincinnati, Dec. 7. 

(Drawing Population, 700,000) 

Holiday shoppers are not giving 
theatre much of a play. The Albee 
is in a slump with a poor $20,000 
this week, despite a good layout. 

Good showing is claimed for 
‘Back Home’ and is laid to clever 
ad work solely, as Parker doesn’t 
hit the air here. ‘The Champ’ is 
the first h. o. in months. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-75) ‘Sob 
Sister’ (Fox) and vaude. Good all- 
round entertainment, but a _ poor 
$20,000 is trickling in. Last week 
slim at $19,000 on ‘Guilty Hands’ 
(M-G). 

Palace (RKO) 
‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox). At $15,- 
500 good enough. Last week ‘Pos- 
sessed’ (M-G) boomed to $21,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 30-50) 
‘Champ’ (M-G). Fair $9,000 this 
week, Last week same {ilm, $17,000; 
holdovers are novelty now. 

Capito! (RKO) (2,000; 
‘Way Back Home’ (Radio). Pro- 





(2,700; 30-50) 


30-50) 





tected by smart special ads; $12,- 
000 looked for, very good if arriving. 


‘CHEAT’ $15,000—N. HAVEN 


Is Fair—Joe Brown’s Best Showing, 
$6,000, on ‘Local Boy’ 








New Haven, Dec. 7. 
(Drawing Population, 300,000) 

Houses will feel the pre-Xmas 
drop now. ‘Over the Hill’ will dis- 
appoint this week unless’ the 
femmes are holding off for later 
special appearances of Edna Wal- 
lace Hopper who is on the bill. Joe 
Brown's ‘Local Boy’ is doing the 
best business this comedian has done 
locally. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65)— 
‘Cheat’ (Par) and unit. Fair near 
$15,000. Last week ‘His Woman’ 
(Par) $14,500. 

Fox Poli (Fox) (3,040; 65)—Over 
the Hill (Fox) and stage show. 
Edna Wallace Hopper may help for 
mild $10,000. Last week ‘Champ’ 
(M-G) heavy at $18.000. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 50) 
—Local Boy’ (FN) and ‘Compro- 
mised’ (FN). Looks like good $6,- 
000. Last week ‘Blonde Crazy’ 
(FN) got good $6,500 in eight days. 

College (Fox) (1,565; 50)—Guilty 
Generation’ and Primo Carnera in 
personal appearance. Should draw 
well on Italian and sporting trade 
for satisfactory $5,100. Last week 
‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox) picked up 
to okay $4,800. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50)—‘Secret 
Service’ (Radio) and ‘Fanny Foley’ 
(Radio). In for steady $4,400. Last 
week ‘Dangerous Affair’ and ‘Mad 
Parade’ $4,000. 


Penn $30,000 Agam; 
‘Crazy’ Is Good with 
$11,000—Pitt Better 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 7. 

Looks like 1951 sex has the bet- 
ter of 1921 mother-love with ‘Pos- 
sessed,’ at the Penn, running away 
from ‘Over the Hill’ at the Stanley. 
Crawford-Gable picture considered 
a natural, despite lukewarm notices 
and threatens to hit another $30,000 
for second week in succession. ‘Hill’ 
ovened nicely, but quickly settled 
back to average biz and will be 
lucky to get $19,500. 

‘Dreyfus Case,’ given a strong 
plug at the Davis, should better 
$4,000 on strength of this and criti- 
cal acclaim. The Fulton is heading 
for a nice $8,000 with ‘Cuban Love 
Song’ while ‘Blonde Crazy’ should 
put a little life back into the War- 
ner at $11,000. 

Recent source of satisfaction to 
the WB office has been the showing 
of the little Harris on Diamond 
street. An in-and-outer, house has 
struck a steady level with double 
features, one always a western, and 
has been hitting $3,000 or better 
consistently. That's turning a neat 
profit weekly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 10-15-25-35- 
56)—‘Dreyfus Case’ (Col). First 
English made film to get a down- 
town first run locally; may sur- 
prise everybody by topping $4,000, 
unusual here of late; nice exploita- 
tion coupled with good notices. Last 
week ‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par) 
around $3,600. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 10- 
1&-25-35-50)—‘Cuban’ (M-G). Two- 
way plug for Tibbett what with in- 
person concert at Syria Mosque; an 
okay $8,000 indicated here. Last 
week ‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) best in 
long time; just under $11,000. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-20-25-30- 
35-40)—‘Smart Woman’ (Radio) 
and ‘Chinatown After Dark.’ Right 
up Diamond street's alley; no trou- 
ble sticking to recent average at 
$3,000 or better. Last week ‘Mad 











Parade’ (Par) and ‘Range Feud’ 
(Col) $3,100, 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50-60)—‘Possessed@’ (M-G), Sailing 


along to what looks like another 
$30,000 week, great. Last week 
‘Champ’ (M-G) at $30,600 topped 
‘Susan Lenox’; was new high for 
house under straight picture policy. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Over the Hil? (Fox), May pull 
through to fair $19,500. Last week 
‘Touchdown’ (Par) around $20,000 
with holiday help. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Blonde Crazy’ (WB). Breezy com- 
edy should put a spark back into 
this site with $11,000. Last week 
‘Secret Service’ (Radio) no t so hot, 
under $9,000. 





Strand (RKO) 
‘Cuban’ (M-G) and 
(Radio) split. 
week; house 
Christmas Day. 

Family (RKO) (1,140; 20-35) 
‘Lasca’ (U) and ‘Left Over Ladies’ 
(Tif) split. Seems all right on 
$2,800. Last week ‘In Line of Duty’ 
(Standard) and ‘Anybody’s Blonde’ 
(Fischer), $3.000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 30-50)— 
‘Expensive Women’ (WB). No draw 
and poor at $2,500 last week, ‘Men 
in Her Life’ (Col) same total. 

Ufa (400; 30-50)—Eine Freundin’ 
(Tobis). Might hit a good $1,200. 
Last week ‘Geheimdienst’ (Ufa), 


(1,350; 25-40) 
‘Our Children’ 
Took fair $2,800 last 

dark, reopening 








$1,000. 


Triate lives’ Bie 
In Frisco on $45,000; 
Boy’ $10,000 2d Wk. 


San Francisco, Dec, 7 
Average week indicated current} 
The Fox is doing very wel) with 
‘Private Lives,’ which beat the 
stage show to town and should 
pr spe ‘Frankenstein’ q 
running close for a $25 
at the Orpheum.’ — a 


Warfield is pulling more 





w 
than house has had in months on 
Phil Harris and Eddie Lambert 


Harris is doubling 
St. Francis to m.c About $19 

7 . 0 
here. Novel exploitation is sendin 
‘Frankenstein’ to a good $10,000 a 
the Orph, while the Golden Gate and 
‘A Dangerous Affair’ is drawing a 


neat $15,000. 
‘Over the Hilr 


from the Hote} 


Three holdovers, 
staying on for five more days at the 
Paramount, ‘Local Boy Makes Good 
remaining at Warners, and the Doy 
Fairbanks travelog sticking at the 
United Artists. A 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 35-65), ‘Private Liveg® 
(M-G) and stage show. Shearep 
and Montgomery magnetizing: $45, 
000 will be sweet figure this week, 
Last week poor on ‘His Woman® 
(Par), $28,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 30-46. 
65), ‘Dangerous Affair’ (Col) and 
vaude. Getting good $15,000. Lagt 
week ‘Bad Company’ (Pathe) $16,000 
on first week of eight acts. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270: 25-35-50), 
‘Frankenstein’ (U). Shoult hit big 
$25,000; near house top. Nine days 
of ‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe) nifty at 
$14,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700: 35-50), 
‘Over the Hill’ (Fox). Last five dayg 
should see $7,000, which, added te 


$15,000 on first week, is good. ‘The 
Cheat’ (Pat) follows. 
United Artists (1,200; 25-40-50) 


2d week), ‘Around the World’ (UA) 
Doug Fairbanks fair at $10,000 
First week same film $12,500, 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 35-50-60), 
‘Ruling Voice’ (FN) and stage show, 
Fair $19,000; credit goes to stage 
show with Phil Harris and Eddie 
Lambert. Last week, Rube Wolf's 
farewell, and ‘Honor of Family’ 
(WEB) poor at $16,000. 

Warners (1,365; 25-35-50-60) (24 
week), ‘Local Boy’ (WB). Drawing 
on second week, $10,000. First week 
was $15,000, excellent. ; 


EARLE’S BLONDES WILL : 
ACCOUNT FOR $19,000 


Washington, Dec. 7. 

Some switching in bookings dué 
to disappointments but through it 
all ‘Frankenstein,’ at the Rialta 
seems to be creating the greatest 
interest. 

However, current week will prob- 
ably find the Earle forging ahead 
with a blonde week consisting of 
Jean Harlow in ‘Platinum Blonde’ 
and Alice White on the stage. 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 25-356 
50)—‘The Champ’ (M-G). Headed 
for about $8,000 on forced second 
week; first was a disappointment 
around $12,000; folks don’t want te 
cry apparently around here. 

Earle (2,000; 25-35)—Platinum 
Blonde’ (Col) and vaude headed by 
Alice White and seemingly pointed 








for about $19,000; okay; picture 
originally announced for RKO 
houses. Last week ‘Cheat’ (Par) 
maybe $17,400. 

Fox (Fox) (2,434; 25-35-50)—% 
Marks the Spot’ (Tif). Not doing 
well; possibly $21,000. Last week 


‘Surrender’ (Fox) $20,300. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,624; 25-35- 
50-75)—‘Dreyfus Case’ (Col). Should 
do around $8,000. Last week ‘Exe- 
pensive Woman’ not more than 
$6,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,370; 25-35-50- 
70)—‘Rich Man's Folly’ (Par) and 
unit. Fair enough with $18,000. Last. 
week ‘Touchdown’ (Par) $17,600. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-50)— 
‘Our Children’ (Radio). A good $11,« 
000 this week. Last week ‘Suicide 
Fleet’ (Pathe) having stuck around 
for nine days due to Thanksgiving, 
proceeded to dive on its regular 
stanza to around $6,000. 


Tacoma’s Splits, $9,500 


Tacoma, Dec. 7. 
(Drawing Population, 125,000) _ 
Rialto is stepping this week on 
‘Over the Hill’ and ‘Yellow Ticket 
to nice returns. 4 








Estimates for This Week ? 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-60)». 
‘Ruling Voice’ (FN) and vaude; split! 
with ‘Local Boy’ (FN). Due fr 
$5,000, nice. Last week very 00d 
with ‘Frankenstein’ (U) at $5,900. _ 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 29* 
35-50), ‘Murder at Midnight’ (Tible 
Poor at $1,800. Last week ‘I nrod 
and Sam’ not bad at $2,150. i 
Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 95-35-50)s 


‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) and ‘Over the 
Hill’ (Fox). Due to hit pleasant $4.% 
500. Last week ‘Ambassador Bill 
(Fox) and ‘Touchdown, (Par) 43° 





other dandy combination for $5,100. 
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GO WILD ON PRICE CUTTING 





Frankenstein’ Loop Wow, $40,000: 
Oriental, Ted Lewis, $35,000: 
Policy Changes Favor Stage 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 

Holder of the lucky number in 
this week's b. 0. tournament is that 
thriller at the State-Lake, ‘Frank- 
enstein’. From present indications 
the thriller will touch close to $40,- 
000, a remarkable figure at this 
generally weak-kneed house. It 
started big and is getting bigger, 
drawing an excess of men. Femme 
trade specifically has been slightly 
retarded by the emphasis on the 
gruesome angle, but they will prob- 
ably be coming around later from 
the heavy word-of-mouth. 

Censors have come through with 
a legitimate ‘adults only’ ruling on 
this flicker. Not that the picture is 
unfit for children, but doubtless be- 
eause the censor board was afraid 
ef being ‘out-censored’ by RKO. 
Before the picture had been sub- 
mitted to the censor outfit it had 
been trailerized as strictly for 
adults. 

Other outstanding note of cur- 
yent week’s trade is the spotting 
of ‘Possessed’ at the Roosevelt 
after having played in successive 
weeks at the Chicago and Oriental. 
This makes the first time in local 
film history that a flicker has 
shown at three first run loop the- 
atres. It has accomplished two 
tremendous sessions thus far and 
appears to be on its way to an- 
other pleasant gross, though natu- 
rally off since the run Roosevelt 
hasn’t the bargain attraction that 
was at the Oriental, which also 
held Duke Ellington's band. 

Business at the other picture 
theatres is unanimously on the up- 
side. Loop-End is getting its best 
break since its opening week on its 
awitch to eight acts. 

At the United Artists the ‘Guards- 
man’ is being watched by the 
main office in order to see how the 
Theatre Guild pair, Lunt and Fon- 
tanne, attract a midwest film mob. 
Got away cleanly enough, backed 
mightily by two excellent notices 
breaking simultaneously with its 
Opening. 

Oriental is currently continuing 
its fast pace established last week. 
The oil at the boxoffice this week 
is the Ted Lewis outfit, and likely 
to gear the machinery up to $35,000. 
Like old times at this former flap- 
per haven. 


Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (Publix- B&K) (4,000; 50- 
975-85) ‘His Woman’ (Par) and stage 
show. Not destined to excite, but 
comfortable at $38,000. Last ‘week 
‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox) $37,700. 

Loop-End (Jones & L&S) (1,600; 
35-50-60) ‘Lasca of Rio Grande’ 
(U) and vaude. Eight acts from 
how on and looks like the right 
combination for the bargain hunt- 
ing mob down here; this week to 
$13,000. Last week ‘Men in Her 
Life’ (Col) to weak $11,900. 

McVicker’s (Publix-B&K) (2,200; 
60-75-85) ‘The Champ’ (M-G). 
Keeping in stride on $25,000; get- 
ting the ladies in for a good cry. 
First week a hearty $37,700. 

Oriental (Publix-B&K) (3,200; 
60-75-85) ‘Girls About Town’ (Par) 
and stage show. Ted Lewis band in 
for two weeks; started powerfully 
and predicts a fat week at $35,000, 
though the house is weighted heav- 
ily on budget due to Lewis’ $7,500 
expense, Last week broke through 
the traces on ‘Possessed’ (M-G) 
and Duke Ellington; duet to hurrah 
$43,900. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85) 
‘Tip-off’ (Pathe) and vaude. House 
holds nicely on steady vaude pat- 
ronage; down somewhat currently 
to $22,000. Last week ‘Consolation 
Marriage’ (Radio) managed $23,000. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B&K) (1,500; 
50-75-85) ‘Possessed’ (M-G). Third 
first-run house for this film, taking 
two consecutive holdovers; up into 
the money with healthy $22,000 for 
Small seater. Last week ‘Cuban’ 
(M-G) finished its 15 days to weak 
$9,800 or final eight. ‘Cheat’ (Par) 
pushed back at least a week until 
the Craword-Gable film is dry for 
the loop. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85) ‘Frankenstein’ (U). They an- 
ticipated this one a mile away; got 
going on its opening hour; picking 
up steadily; sends house far above 
recent marks to around $40,000. 
‘Dracula’ did $39,000 around here; 
likely to do three weeks; talk of 
this spot going vaudfilm not likely 
until Feb. 1 or so, since house be- 
lieves it has four or five promising 
Pictures to follow current film. Last 








‘MADONNA’ WEAK, $4,100 


in Louisville—‘Surrender’ Is Smooth 
With $12,000 at Rialto 
Zantavitie. Dec. 7. 

Fourth Avenue Amustment Co, cut 
its newspaper advertising for holi- 
day season and apparently cutting 
acts, too. Loew's is trying double 
features this week. 

Brown pulled its biggest matinees 
of the year with ‘Way Back Home’ 
last week, 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60)—‘Cu- 
ban’ (M-G) and ‘Beau Hunks’ (M- 
G). Okay at $18,200. Last week 
‘The Champ’ (M-G) fine on $14,000. 

Strand (1,865; 25-35-50) (Fourth 
Ave.)—Over the Hill’ (Fox). Strong 
$11,800. Last week ‘His Woman’ 
(Par) only $5,300. 

Brown (2,214; 
lation Marriage’ 
erate $6,100. Last week 
Home’ (Radio) $4,000. 

Rialto (2,910; 35-50) (Fourth Ave.) 
—‘Surrender’ (Fox) and vaude. Av- 
erage for $12,000. Last week ‘The 
Cheat’ (Par) with Blackstone on 
stage, $10,900. 

Alamo (1,100; 15-25-40) (Fourth 
Ave.) —False Madonna’ (Par). Week 
on $4,100. Last week ‘Blonde,Crazy’ 
(EN) oke with $5,200. 


‘Local Boy,’ ‘Champ’ 
And ‘Girls’ Should Do 
Around $43,000—Minn. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 7. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 

After a record breaking week 
which brought nearly $59,000 into 
three loop houses, there is now the 
expected drop again. But it isn't 
nearly so sharp as the imminence of 
Christmas might suggest. Presence 
of ‘The Champ’ at the Minnesota 
and a very fair box officer, ‘T.ocal 
Boy.’ at the Orpheum is applying 
the brakes to the down trend. 

‘The Champ,’ aided by favorable 
reviews and much word-of-mouth 
bids fair to top a very respectable 
$27,000, while Joe Brown should be 
about $12,000. This stacks up pretty 
well these days. Another picture 
that seems to have caught on nice- 
ly is ‘Girls About Town’ at the 
Lyric. Well on its way to a better 
than average week. 

‘The Cheat’ and ‘Corsair, at the 
State and Pantages, respectively, 
are not clicking so well. Neither 
Tallulah Bankhead nor _ Chester 
Morris spell coin in a big way here. 

Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75}— 
‘The Champ’ (M-G) and F-M unit. 
Certain to build with acceptable 
stage show; looks at least $27,000, 
good. Last week ‘Possessed’ (M-G) 
nearly $28,100, splendid. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50) ‘Lo- 
cal Boy’ (FN) and vaude, Good for 
fully $12,000. Last week ‘Franken- 
stein’ (U) close to $20,000, immense. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50) ‘The 
Cheat’ (Par). Quiet and about 
$6,000 indicated, light. Last week 
‘Madelon Claudet’ (M-G) around 
$11,000, fine. 

Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50) ‘Cor- 
sair’ (UA). Booze racketeering no 
pull anymore; maybe $4,000 thin. 
Last week ‘Age for Love’ (UA), 
about $3,000, weak. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35) ‘Girls 
About Town’ (Par). Drawing sur- 
prisingly well; around $4,000 ex- 
pected, good. Last week ‘Heart- 
break’ (Fox) near $2,500, slim. 

Astor (Publix) (900; 25) ‘Morals 
for Women’ (Tiff) and ‘Shanghaied 


25-35-50)—‘Conso- 
(Radio). A mod- 
‘Way Back 








Tove’ (Col), split. About $1,200, 
pretty good. Last week ‘Expensive 
Women’ (WB) and ‘Compromised’ 


(FN) $900, light. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25) ‘Cu- 
ban’ (M-G) and ‘Guilty Hands’ 
(M-G), split. Second loop runs all 
right near $1,400. Last week ‘Ham- 
ilton’ (WB) and ‘Singapore’ (WB) 
to $900. 





week ‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe) 11 days 
and out to fair $24,500. 


United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 
700; 60-75-85) ‘Guardsman’ (M-G). 


Away to a better start than hoped 
for; whether the flaps will go for 
it is the worry. Over $16,900 will be 
fair. 


(CH SITUATION 
fo WN TURMOIL 


—_—_—.. 


Scales Down to 15 and 10, 
with 20c Houses Offering 
Two for Ones—Exchanges 
Refusing Prints, Prepare 
Writs and Injunctions— 
Set 25, 20 and 15c as 
Guide for Nabe Ist, 2d 
and 3d Runs 





RESULT OF DUAL FILMS 





Chicago, Dec. 7. 

Having persistently ignored ail 
warnings cf the inevitable results 
of doubie features, local exhibitors 
and those in northern Illinois are 
now in the final and desperate de- 
lerium of the epidemic of price 
slashing. 

While they were silently stran- 
gling themselves with bargain pro- 
grams, though retaining the stand- 
ard price, the exchanges sat back 
and shook their heads but did noth- 
ing to curb the rampant exhibs. 
However, now that the disease 
threatens the safety of distributing 
and even ultimately the producing 
end of the business, the exchanges 
are beginning to take drastic meas- 
ures to curb the exhibs  tatest 
madness. 

Unable to work in unison, due to 
the constant threat of invoking the 
anti-trust laws, the exchanges are 
nevertheless operating with a single 
thought—to prevent wholesale re- 
duction of prices. Three months 
ago the great problem of Chicago 
and vicinity was the double feature 
idea; today, it’s admitted that the 
price cutting is a much more seri- 
ous problem. The exchanges are 
proceeding by writs, injunctions, 
threats of suits, refusals to deliver 
prints, by pulling pictures, to pre- 
vent the wild exhibs from com- 
pletely wrecking everything ou- 
here. 

Houses which last month were 
charging, and getting, 25, 30 and 35 
cents today have price scales ranged 
down to 15 and 10. There are many 
exhibs in the 20 class who are 
issuing two-for-one tickets at their 
standard rate. 

As a result, the entire industry in 
northern [Illinois is in an uproar. 
Exhibs, following the first week 
of a picture’s release, are streaming 
into the exchanges demanding that 
the distributors prevent the prior 
run houses from clipping down 
prices. 

When a house in the first week 
of release formerly charged 25 or 
20, subsequent run theatres could 
run for 20 or 15 and still entice 
some customers at the cheaper price 
for later runs. But now, since these 
theatres have started delivering pic- 
tures for 15 and even 10 cents, the 
subsequent runs are left without a 
chance for survival. Conditions be- 
come increasingly desperate down 
the line of release weeks until in 
the third or fourth week of release 
it is impossible for these houses to 
compete or survive. 

Unless the epidemic is completely 
halted it means that the entire sys- 
tem of film release and protection 
in Chicago will be destroyed. Mean- 
while, it’s all a throw-back to the 
shooting gallery era. 

Court Action Next 

Further action against offending 
theatre men who have deliberately 
screened pictures at cut prices after 
repeated warnings, is on the way. 
Where an exhib in a prior week of 
release has shown a picture at re- 
duced admission, the exhibs in sub- 
sequent weeks have generally re- 
fused to screen the flicker, claiming 
that it is then without value. As a 
result much playing time and rev- 
enue has been lost to the exchanges. 

It is on these grounds that the 
distributors are preparing to haul 
the price cutting faction into court 
to try and collect on alleged dam- 
ages to their sales. The standard 
exhibition contracts plainly carry 








the admissions to be charged. 





IF rankenstein'’s $50,000 Will 
Establish New Mayfair Record; 


Blonde Crazy 


BUFFALO’S SMART FIGURES! 


Publix Ace $35,000 with ‘Woman’ 
and Marxes—‘Dreyfus’ $8,000 


Buffalo, Dec. 7. 

Takings are good currently. Marx 
boys are in person at the Buffalo. 
Last week was okay, too. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,500; 30-40-65) 
—His Woman’ (Par) and stage 
show. Indicates topnotch figures 
with Marxes on stage; should go 
around $35,000. Last week ‘Pos- 
sessed’ (M-G) fine at nearly $30,000. 

Hippodrome (Publix) (2,400; 25- 
35-50)—‘Sidewalks’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Irene Rich personally 
and strong local favorite; should do 
$14,000. Last week ‘Girls About 
Town’ (Par) good over $14,000. 

Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 25- 
35-50)—‘Way Back Home’ (Radio). 
Indicates around fine $15,000. Last 
week ‘Champ’ (M-G) neat at $20,000. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35-50) 
—Cuban’ (M-G). Not much over 
$6,000. Last week ‘Unholy Garden’ 
(UA) around $8,700, oke. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 35)— 
‘Dreyfus Case’ (Col). Looks tuned 
to about $8,000. Last week ‘Shang- 
haied Love’ around $8,500. 

Court Street (Shea) (1,600; 25)— 
‘Lasca’ (UU). About $2,700. Last 
week ‘Notre Dame’ (U) even around 
$3,000, 


8,000 SITES USE 
DUAL FEATURES 


Double featuring is now the policy 
of about 8,000 theatres, or 50% of 
the country’s active boxoffices, ac- 
cording to a Hays office checkup. 
Same source admits that the dual 
screen practice is getting out of 
hand. 


Sections of the country, accord- 
ing to the survey, vary markedly on 
these disputed habits. In the Dal- 
las territory double features are 
practically unknown, while in Cleve- 
land the only houses which do not 
twin it are the three circuit theatres 
there. 

Vast majority of the houses na- 
tionally doubling are subsequent 
runs, it being pointed out that but 
a comparative handful of the first 
runs are two-for-oneing. 


COLUMBUS SPURTING; 
‘HIS WOMAN,’ $12,000 


Columbus ,Dec. 7. 
(Drawing Population, 475,000) 

It takes the weird and gruesome 
to call the cops. ‘Frankenstein’ is 
doing it at the Palace. 

The Ohio seems to be above aver- 
age with ‘His Woman’ and business 
is better all around. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50)— 
‘Frankenstein’ (U) and vaude. On 
way to extra heavy $18,000. Last 
week ‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe) at $8,- 
500, thin. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50)— 
‘His Woman’ (Par) and unit. Good 
for maybe $12,000. Last week 
‘Touchdown’ (Par) and unit fine at 
$13,000. 

















Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50) 
—Over the Hill’ (Fox). Should 
gather $10,000, nice. Last week 


‘The Champ’ 
to $8,500. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35) —Rul- 
ing Voice’ (FN). Around $3,500, all 
right. Last week ‘Local Boy’ (FN) 
good enough at $4,300. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Blonde Crazy’ (FN) and ‘Convict- 
ed’ (split). Type films which fill 
this house; $3,000 plenty high. Last 
week ‘Dangerous Affair’ (Co') and 
‘Men in Her Life’ (Col) hot at $2,609. 


(M-G) poor at close 





$35,000 at Strand 


——___ 


Broadway is beginning to feel the 
annual holiday repression. But if 
the femmes are moving away from 
the Stem at least two films are at- 
tracting male customers and suc- 
cessfully. Mayfair has the biggest 
smash of its history in ‘Franken- 
stein,’ which is doing extra shows 
and is racing for $50,000. It's the 
outstanding hit of the street cur- 


rently. House is selling tickets at 
2 a. mi. 

_ The other attracter is ‘Blonde 
Crazy,’ at the Strand, which should 


hang up a nice $35,000. This one, 
as well as ‘Frankenstein,’ holds over, 
the latter having a strong chance 
for three weeks. 

Otherwise film theatres are receéd- 
ing. The Paramount and ‘His 
Woman’ is down to a $56,000 gait 
and the Roxy is very weak at $60,- 
000 with ‘Cuban Love Song,’ its first 


Metro feature. The Capitol, hold- 
ing over ‘Possessed,’ looks for 
$60,000. 


Gaiety relighted last night (Mon- 
day) with ‘Arrowsmith’ after a spe- 
cial midday performance for news- 
papermen. The Criterion reopens 
Dec, 14 with an indie explorer film. 
‘Strictly Dishonorable’ only stayed 
four weeks as per lease. After three 
light weeks, ‘Round the World’ 
shoves out of the Rivoli to the limp- 
ing figure of $10,500 to make way 
for ‘Struggle’ (UA), opening Thurs- 
day (10). “Tonight or Never’ (UA) 
will follow here, No date for 
‘Sooky’ Par) yet at the Rialto 
but ‘Ben Hur,’ doing a revival in 
sound, may not stay past a second 
week, as the opener only looks like 
$17,000. Not bad for a revival but 
not so good for the house. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,120), ‘The Champ’ (M-G) 
(Sth week). Holding on well 
enough; new competition with the 
Gaiety opening next door. 

Broadway (1,900; 35-50-85-$1), "K 
Marks the Spot’ (Tiff) and vaude. 
Bad at $8,000. Last week, with ‘Men 
in Her Life’ (Col) $10,000. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-65-75-85), ‘Pos- 
sessed’ (M-G) and stage show. Ex- 
pected to drop to $60,000 after big 


opening stanza, which bettered 
$85,000. 
Gaiety (808; $1-$2), ‘Arrowsmith’ 


(UA) (ist week). Ronald Colman 
picture opened Monday (7) for twice 
daily try. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85-$1), 
‘His Woman’ (Par) and unit. Step- 
ping away from big name stage 
show after putting on three big 
radio weeks; dropping to $56,000. 
Last week $85,500 on eight days for 


‘Rich Man's Folly’ (Par), Kate 
Smith, Crosby, etc. 
Rialto (2,000; 45-65-85), ‘Ben Hur’ 


(M-G) (ist week). 
light at $17,000; 


Synced revival 
not strong for 


house; stays another week; ‘Sooky’ 
(Par) to follow. 
Mayfair (2,200; 35-65-85-$1) 


‘Frankenstein (U) (ist week). Big- 
gest thing house has had since open- 
ing, forced to extra shows, should 
reach $50,000; probably three weeks. 
Last week ‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe) 
only $19,000, weak. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1) ‘Round 
the World’ (UA) (2nd week). Strag- 
gling for weak finish, $10,500; out 
this Thursday for ‘The Struggle’ 
(UA). 

Roxy (6,200; 35-50-75-$1-$1.50) 
‘Cuban’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Must extend itself to hit $60,000, 
poor. Last week ‘Surrender’ (Fox) 
about the same, $61,000. 

Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1) ‘Blonde 
Crazy’ (FN). Cagney picture a hit 
at $35,000; holds over. Last week, 
‘Local Boy’ (FN) did well at $24,700. 

Warner (1,100; 25-35-50-75),° Reck- 
less Living’ (U). Light and won't 


reach above $2,500. Last week 
‘Sporting Chance’ (Mon), indie, only 
$1,809. 


Winter Garden (1,418; 35-65-85-$1) 
‘Her Majesty Love’ (FN) (2d week), 
slipping to $17,500 this week. Last 
week same film, $23,800; not a strong 
showing. 


Ufa-Cosmopolitan (1,130: 50-75) 
‘Im Geheimdienst’ (Ufa) (2d week). 
Probably close to $4,000. Last week, 


good, $5,200; likely strengthened by 
closing of Vanderbilt, which might 
be classed as competition, 
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Private Lives 
$36,000-Detroit: 
Fairbanks $10,000 


Detroit, Dee. 7. 
good pictures are 
get nice totals this 
week. ‘Frankenstein’ continues to 
startle in its third week but will 
depart. 

Six new ones this week with ‘Pri- 
vate Lives’ getting the best break. 
Estimates For This Week 
Michigan—'‘Private Lives’ (M-G) 
(4,045; 15-25-35-60) and stage show. 
Names in this one okay and go- 
ing along to very good week at 
$36,000. Last week ‘The Cheat’ 

(Par) only $30,000. 

Fox—‘Surrender’ (Fox) and stage 
show (5,100; 15-25-50). Names a 
help and will wind up with a fair 
$25,000. Last week ‘Over the Hill’ 
(Fox) $28,400. 

Fisher—Blond Crazy’ (WB), and 
stage show (2,300; 15-25-35-60). Will 
draw nicely for maybe $18,000. Last 
week ‘West of Broadway’ (M-G), 
$17,200. 

Downtown — ‘Frankenstein 
15-25-50). Third week 
ting about $17,500 after a first week 


A sroup of 


mmbinine to 


(U) 


)  7Ehe« 
(2,490; 


of $27,000, and second week of 
$26,000; all house records broken 
and film leaves at end of current 
stanza. 

Paramount—‘Flying High’ (M-G), 
(3,488; 15-25-35-60). Comes in to- 
morrow (Tuesday) with ‘The 


Champ’ (M-G) rounding out three 
weeks and out at the same time. 
Last week ‘Champ’ got $11,200 in 
its second week. 

United Artists—‘Around World’ 
(UA) (2,018; 15-25-35-60-75). Light 
play from class crowd; doesn't seem 
can stay two weeks; starting at 
weak $10,000 pace. Last week ‘Cor- 
sair’ (UA) $14,000. 


‘X’ POOR ON $5,000; 
‘HILL’S’ $10,000 NICE 


Providence, Dec. 7. 
(Drawing Population, 315,000) 

Loew’s State again out in front 
this week, ‘Possessed’ getting the 
breaks. 

Victory, one of the two RKO 
houses in this city, went dark yes- 
terday (Sunday). 

Estimates for This Week 








Loew’s State (3,800; 20-50-75)— 
‘Possessed’ (M-G). Failed to get 
critics hot and bothered, but a 


eouple of newspaper tie-ups helped 
and Gable-Crawford should be able 


to do fine $18,000. Last week ‘The 
Champ’ (M-G) nice at $19,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 


‘Over the Hill’ (Fox). Arousing in- 
terest and attracting old timers; 
may not reach smash point, but 
very likely will tilt $10,000, good. 
Last week ‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) 
and ‘Neck and Neck’ first feature 
doing all the work, $8,500. 

RKO Albee 2,500; 15-50)—X 
Marks the Spot’ (Tiff). Nothing 
beyond ordinary; maybe $5,000. 
Last week ‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe) 
oke at $8,000. 

Paramount (2,200: 15-50)—‘False 
Madonna’ (Par). House only fig- 
ured on keeping this one four days 
but showing is keeping it for full 





week; no trouble reaching $7,000. 
Last week ‘His Woman’ (Par) 
came through at $8,000. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-5 ‘Surrender’ 
(Fox) and vaude. Looks cinch to 
reach $6,500. Last week ‘Road to 
Reno’ (Par) $6,000, mostly a stage 
show. 


Montreal’s Normal Totals; 


Cap’s 2 $10,000 This Wk. 


Montreal, Dee. 7. 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 
Ideal theatre weather has helped 
the flickers the past few weeks and 
looks as if it will hold. Tomorrow 
(Tuesday) is a French-Canadian 
holiday which will do no harm this 
week. 





Palace and Loew’s will have an- 
other close run for the lead ecur- 
rent with ‘The Champ,’ apt to get 
the call at the former. Blanche 
Sweet, vaude headliner, should hold 
up Loew's, 

The nabes have lately been go- 


ing great guns and may continue. 
Estimates for This Week 


His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50- 
2.50) (legit). Lady Cholmondeley 
in repertoire and ballet May make 
the grade at $12,000. ‘Chauve- 
Souris’ last week had a good run 
at $13,500. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75) ‘The 
Champ’ (M-G). Should lead the 


parade at $14,000. Last week ‘Mad- 
elon Claudet’ (M-G) picked up a 
nice $14,500. 
Capitol ‘«(FP) 
Man's Folly’ 
Charming People’ 
but probably 


(2,700: 60) ‘Rich 
(Par) and ‘These 
(Par). Uncertain 
around moderate 
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EVA TANGUAY MAY DO Philly Is in Fair 
$21,000 FOR INDIANA 


Shape—$27,000 for 
‘Over Hill’ at the Fox 











PICTURE GROSSES 
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Comparative Grosses for November 


Total of grosses during November for towns and houses listed as pre. 
























































































































































































































































ae Ee gt wens apogee Dec. 2 viously reported weekly. 
1m a nouses, except the 
Circle, is still on the upgrade. Pic- NEW YORK 
tures ar “ = iané hile ‘. a © — — 
ile weak Rees oll tal ll pve ere aes apntone Megat 4 { Nov. 7 Nov. 14 Nov. 21 Nov. 23> 
- . 4Ve « 5SUda) « : sewed? a a . * . a : > —— | - a = 
a p. a. a a acne se Po ic |. CAPITOL ~ Madelon Madelon Phantom of | Guardsman” 

Even heavy exploitation with | hol sin . aad ne angel mivod a nana High. $109,286 Claudet Claudet Paris $60.009 
seven colleze glee clubs couldn't | ie weenie / one : “i =" Low.. 30,000 $84,200 $58,600 $56,300 
help ‘Touchdown’ last week at the; ew: ain : : ' thi _Stage Show | (2d _ week) . 

Circle. It got lv al 70 as | Outstanding downtowner 11S ad a. 39? Oe —— 
i ts got only about $7,000 last | week is ‘Possessed,’ which broke mouRT oo we ouady a "Touchdown. 
i . | Keith’s house record for pictures on ‘ 59 —_— e a 
Estimates for This Week almost $27,000 last week and on the i bere A ang (<d week) 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35-50) | holdover should hit $20,000. ‘Cor- wea & — —— ——-- . = 
‘Girls About Town’ (Par) and stage | sair,” announced for last Friday, is | ROXY | Yellow Ticket) Friends and oe ee Over the Hill 
show. With Eva Tanguay in per- | now being mentioned for this Fri- High $173, 658 | $81,900 Lovers Bill $67,200 
son will close at $21,000, for about | day, but a possibility that ‘Pos- | Low. 45,000; Stage Show ___ $54,900 ___ $55,500 © 
second best week house has had in | sessed’ may get a third week. How- | MAYFAIR | Consolation | Bad Company| Our Children| Our Children 
| months. Last week ‘Consolation | ever, this would give Metro a raft | High. .$42,800 Marriage $16,900 $19,400 $9.900 
| Marriage’ (Radio), $22,000 on Char- | of pictures piled up for this spot, | Low 10,500 $10,800 (5 days) 
lie Davis’ return. | its only first run house here. M- nol (2a week) 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50) | can’t afford to complicate things| §7RAND | Platinum | Compromised| Expensive eas Guilty’ 
‘Secret Service’ (Radio). Will do|any more, especially as the second- | igh. $75,800 Blonde $11,500 Women Gene 
fair $7,000. Last week ‘Touchdown,’ |run and deluxe neighborhoods are| 1 oy | 10,700 $10,700 $13,500 $13,600" 
shown about two weeks too late, | beginning to squawk. | (New _Low) fi an 
eee ee $7,000. ‘Over the Hill’ is all right at the | = - ee - = ——— 

to (Publix) (1,100; 15-25) Fox and may hit $27,000. ‘Way 
‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par). Replay | Back Home’ got some nice trade in LOS | ANGELES» 
from Indiana should bring about its first week at the Stanton but is — mechan tna a 
$800. Last week ‘Ruling Voice’ beg inning to slide consider: ably and a | Nov. eo Pu Nov. 14 __ Nov. | Nov. 28 
(FN) failed to hold up to that fig- | chances of a third week are almost LOEW'S Madelon urple Sage | Cuban Love ‘Possessed ~ 
ure. nil. Due out after Wednesday. STATE Claudet $23,500 Song $33,000 

Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25-35-50)— ‘Mad Genius’ dove at the Boyd and | High. .$48,000) —- $18,000 $25,000 
‘Guardsman’ (M-G). Looks best in| departed after a week and one day. Low... 13,500} Stage Show | ieetae eae Pee 
town this week; this theatre can| ‘Girls About Town’ succeeded last PARA- Girls About | Once a Lady| Touchdown Rich Man's 
pull with the sophisticated type of| Friday. Got some approving no- MOUNT Town $23,000 $18,000 Folly 
| picture; possibly $10,000. Last week | tices but its showing somewhat in| High. .$57,800 $17,000 $18,000 
Hon Champ’ (M-G) closed at $10,- | doubt; maybe $17,000. Rich age Low... 10,000) Stage Show_ a 
000. Folly’ Thanksgiving opening at the UNITED | Unholy — Unholy |Age for Love| Around the 
,_ Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,400; 25 - Stanley, and figured as sure for ARTISTS p tate sd Garden “ $6.000 joe Hy, 
35-50)—‘Frankenstein’ (U). EXx-|two weeks, another disappointment | High. $38,700 $16,200 $9,000 $12,000 
pected to reach good $8,000 or bet- | and also moved out after a week | Low. 3,000 2d week) re 
ter; fine start. Last week ‘Over |, F ay. ‘Frankenstein’ succeed- | =j>x=- a ———— et. i.) — | ——___-__ 
the Hill’ (Fox) $7,500, okay. . — ee + a pean given a WARNERS’ Hamilton Blonde Crazy ~ Expensive 5 Star Final 
_Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25-| few snickers by the critics and idk” Gok: Ae $7,000 $9,000 Women $8.000 
35-50)—‘House Divided’ (U) and/| sophisticates, looks quite strong and y- > Ee $9,000 
vaude. About $9,000. Last week | jikely $21,000 or more and a fort- —OW..- Uh —_ seas nines 
‘Lasca’ (U) around same figure. night. WARNERS’ Honor of Blonde Crazy Expensive 5 Star Final 

Estimates for This Week High. $87,300 F000 $11,500 Boye of te 
Ch 9 K 8 20 F ° .| Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75) ‘Girls Low. , 9, (6 days) 
eat S e C. 5 ’ 0 alr; About Town’ (Par). Fairly gg : - oe. = rr <== —<=———— 
perhaps $17,000. Last week ‘Mac 
‘Surrender’s’ $5 000 Oke Genius’ (WB), poor. lasting just CHICAGO — 
b eight days; $15,500 in seven days ' 
including Thanksgiving. se __Nov. 7 Nov. 14 — Nov. 21 __Nov. 28 = 
» f - Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75) ‘Frank- CHICAGO Madelon Once a Lady/| Rich Man’s Possessed 
Kansas City, Dec. 7. enstein’ (U). Starting very well High. .$71,300 Claudet $35,900 Folly $56,300 

Management of the Mainstreet despite some kidding notices: looks Low... 32,000 $41,200 $36,200 
thought sO well of the way it sold good for $21,000 and second week. Stage Show 
pieced pot gag By oa a Last week ‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) McVICKER’S 5 Star Final | 5 Star Final | Yellow Ticket | Yellow Ticket 

cnn ee ph ’ | big disappointment; only $15,000 in | High. .$63,000 $14,000 $13,300 $22,200 $13,500 
Back Home.’ Paper carried full page pad . : att lalla eas 9 sin adi 
: Nagin P : seven days including Thanksgiving. | Low... 10,100 (2a week) (2d week) 
smashes telling of the coming of Fr (3.000: 35-50-75) ‘Over the] or - — - weet Me, 
Seth Parker. Other publicity also} __Fo* (3,000; 5-00-70) Ove: _| ORIENTAL | Sideshow Platinum Touchdown | Sob Sister 
athe : : . , | Hill’ (Fox) and stage show. Sobber | High. .$52,500 $29,300 Blonde $26,400 9 206 
given the picture and it made for a = ’ <9, $29,300 

: _ reps , | strong enough for $27,000. Last | Low... 17,000} Stage Show $23,800 
good start. Strong stage show, ‘eck ‘Yell Ticket’ (Fox), $27,500 ’ 80 pds aah . 
Anatole Friedland revue, helping WK 3 h’s 4 800: “85 50-75) “tpos. | ROOSEV’LT | Mad Genius Cisco Kid Cisco Kid Cuban Love 
but $19,000 pace is not unusual, up| _ Keit s_ (1, gh th } All High. .$36,500 $16,600 $23,300 $10,300 Song 
or down, for this house. sessed’ (M-G). in er ge - Low... 8,500) (11 days) (2d _ week) $17,200 

Two Publix-Dubinsky _ houses, | Policy, Teconds ae owid hit arour STATE Devotion Dangerous |Our Children| Our Children 
Newman and Liberty, have ‘The | most $27,000 and should hit around K - : wvniidren | Our ildren 
Cheat’ and ‘Surrender.’ $20,000 this week. Some talk of _ LAKE $12,100 Affair $21,700 $8,500 

Estimates for This Week third week but bookings are pil- Hien. eee $14,900 (2d week) 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50)—) /& UD. eo ‘ ——— ee _(5 days) 
‘Cuban’ (M-G). Lupe Velez, Ernest Earle (2,000; 25-65) ‘Secret Ser- UNITED Unholy Age for Love| Flying High Corsair 

siete ’ -« | Vice’ (Radio). Rates around $15,000. ARTISTS Garden $15,200 $13,200 $20,600 
Torrence and some of the others , bee tronat High 9.100 ~ , 
mean more to customers than Tib- | Last week ‘Local Boy’ (FN) strong  Oiee $12,900 
bet; will probably be around medi- ag pe 111000 36 oh ow Back Ow... <= rs en ema 
ocre $16,000. Last week ‘The anton (1,700; 25-65) “Way Bs ” Bers i 
Champ’ (M-G) $25,000, swell. Home’ (Radio). Out after Wednes- BROOKLYN 

Mainstreet (3,200; 25-35-50-60)—|day giving it two week's stay; 

‘Way Back Home’ (Radio) and a ay a ge a po ey Nov. 7 Nov. 14 Nov. 21 Nov. 28 
vaude. Given big publicity help by | fu!l week should get abou 2/009. PARA- Girls About | Once a Lad Monke ~ Touchdown 
recent personal appearance here of | ‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col) next. MOUNT Town $41,400 | Business $42,000 
Seth Parker; however, doesn’t look Kariton (1,000; 50) Yellow $50,200 $28,000 (6 days) 
over normal $19,000. Last week Gan tne tee’ tafe .— Stage Show , “i 
‘Frankenstein’ (U) another $20,600.| Fox and looks good for $5, . Las : ; : : 

Big week. week ‘Friends and Lovers’ (Radio), — “aan ae ooo" vee ty Amon 

Newman (1,890; 25-35-50)—The | weak at $3,500. Vassie aes overs by 
Cheat’ (Par). Story, with branding Arcadia (600; 50) ‘The Guards- é $22,800 22,500 
iron, well known but probably a fair| man’ (M-G). Pointed for $4,000. METRO- Palmy Days | Susan Lenox Madelon Phantom of 
$8,200. Last week ‘Over the Hill’| Last week ‘Unholy Garden’ (UA),| POLITAN $24,100 $26,300 Claudet Paris 
(Fox) suffered from opposition; | $3,000. Vaude $27,900 $21,300 
$8,000. 

Liberty (1,000; y= St perigee : . ? ALBEE se nae se Bad Company! Our Children Dangerous 
(Fox). Good for $5,000. Last week W ld W k P | d arriage $23,000 28 000 Affair 
‘Borneo’ (U) hard hit by reviewers or. ea in ort an $20,000 $28, $23,000 
but $4,000 okay. ‘ ; Ae Se Vaude 

y $4,500— Frank $14,000 STRAND _ 5 “Has — 5 rrr Final | Compromised ~ Expensive 
° 9 24,706 =a 4,700 $10,000 Women 
Darrow Series Won’t Go passe be (24 week) _ vee $11,200 __ 
: M4 Portland, Ore., Dee. 7. be a ea 
Into Work Until Sprin ; > seta W 
op & (Drawing Population, 400,000) NE HAVEN 

Clarence Darrow wilt not mane The Paramount still selling short Nov. 7 Nov. 14 Nov. 21 Nov. 28 _ 
his series of lecture films until} subjects with special billing. House PARA- | Girls About Eolhoced = Lady | Rich Men's" 
spring. Main reason is that he|has ‘His Woman’ (Par) this week MOUNT Town $17,700 714000" y a il 
doesn’t want to come to New York | and is doing fairly. High. .$21,000 $20,000 7 nae 2 Show $13,400 
or go to the Coast during the win- Orpheum and ‘Frankenstein’ are|Low... 9,000 Stage Show rome naw ; 
ter. getting results, but found the F a : nets 

} _| World’ is not connecting at the | po O*-ROt! Cisco Kid | Yellow Ticket! Touchdown Possessed 

Other reason ‘reported, and as im deer : High. . $26,000 $11,500 $13,000 $10,000 $18,600 

United Artists. House has been suf- ty F . % 
portant, is that Darrow wants a siz- fering from lack of publi enthusi Low. 7,500 Vaude 
abie retainer before he starts work. | acm and this may be partly due to SHERMAN Expensive Mad Genius | Ruling Voice Woman of 
At present there is a verbal agree- | biggest recent selling coming from | High. -$16,000 Women $5,000 $6,000 Experience 
ment between Columbia, which wil! | houses with live talent. Doubtful Low... 4,500 $5,000 Penrod 
make the series, and the lawyer,| that the stage shows actually com- $4.: st 
but nothing in writing. mand so much extra biz, but it’s the ; __(6 days). 

selling that counts. a3 ate pom 50 Fathoms Pagan Lady Heartbreak | Bad Company 

=) Estimates for This Week ia ; ‘$ 1.600) “Slaee paar Rio Grande Bam 

$10,000. Last week ‘Devotion’ Paramount (FWC) (3,500; 25-50) |) : | as varee 34.000 
(Pathe) and ‘Big Gamble’ (Pathe) |—‘His Waman’ (Par), F-M unit.|-—eReRreoOwoww MM ———— ——————— 
$10,500. Just fair at $10,000 pace. Last week WwW 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60) ‘Wa- tich Man’s Folly’ (Par) $11,000. “NE ‘ORLEANS 
terloo Bridge’ (U) and vaude. Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000; N ee 
Blanche Sweet on stage will help | 25-60)—The Champ’ (M-G). Extra LOEW'S Gi ov. 7 Nov. 14 Nov. 21 Nov. 28 
for near $13,500. Last week ‘Side- | exploitation, going nicely for $9,500. STATE case Yeilow Ticket ~ Possessed 
walks’ (M-G) about $14,000. Last week ‘Over the Hill’ (Fox) poor High. .$21,500 ™ $11,000 $21,500 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60) | on $5,500. Low... 00.000 
‘Consolation Marriage’ (Radio). Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)— ENGER - — 
Plus Carnera-Campollo fight pic- | ‘Frankenstein’ (U). Blood-curdling SAENGER | Girls About Rich Man’s Touchdown 
tures may be $8,000. Last week,! ballyhoo and looks big enough for Town Folly $13,000 
second of ‘East of Borneo’ (UU) | possible $15,000, great. Last week | —_— . $12,000 $13,000 oe 
faded to $6,000. Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe) a mere $9,900.| ORPHEUM Devotion Our Children| Suicide 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40) United Artists (Fox-Portland) $12,000 $12,000 Fleet 
‘Murder at Midnight’ (Tiff) and | (1,200; 25-60)—‘Round the World’|]_ =. $10,000 
‘Honor of Family’ (WB). May bet- UA). Doing badly at $4,500 and STRAND Ruling Voice ius | Heartbreak 
ter usual at $3,000. Last week | only one week. Last week ‘Corsair’ $2,200 wo tae oer 100 
dered (U) and ‘Sundown Trail’|} (UA) and Jack Dempsey short, 7 ati 
(Pathe) around $2,800. $5,500, oke, ~~ TFUDOR D ¥ a —_—_ 

2 Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600: 25- Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- roti | peace pega 
00) ‘En Bordes’ (French). About |35)—Platinum Blonde) ‘Col). Mod- ov week) os tan oer 
$1,700. Last week ‘Partir’ (French) | erate with $4,500. Last week ‘Pen- | => ——= ooo ee — 
bordered on $1,800. rod’ (FN) $4,000, (Continued on page 25) 
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WB Strike Order 
Is Recalled Upon 


Scale Retention 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Strike order calling out all IATSE 
locals on the Warner lot, issued 
Jast Thursday (3) and to have been 

effective Friday night, 
The IATSE 
the walkout Friday afternoon. 

the 
of Warners in reducing the salaries 


never got 
into action. called off 


Flurry was caused by action 
paid the sound and lab men; the 
only labor units not included in the 
general union agreement with WB. 
3t was felt that the cuts on these 
two sections might be followed by 
similar reductions in the other de- 
partments, so the order was issued 
out all grips, 
sound men 
Command was 
the 
urgent representation of the locals. 

Meanwhile, it is reported, Pat 
Casey, contact between union 
labor and the studios, learned of 
the cuts and convinced Warners 
that a reduction in any labor divi- 
sion would be detrimental. The 
proposed reductions were rescinded 
and the strike order was rescinded. 

Belief here is that if any cuts are 
made later in these two departments 
it will apply only to individual cases 
and after due consideration. 


calling cameramen, 


prop men, 
lab 


issued by 


operators, 
and workers. 


headquarters on 


man 


Both west coast studio heads and 
the reps of the five labor orzsaniza- 
tions affected by the agreement on 
working conditions which has been 
operative in the film studios. in 
California, expiring Nov. 28, have 
agreed to a temporary extension 
until Jan. 1. 

The delay in the renewal 
expired five-year period is due to 
the discussion over the allocation 
of the laboratory workers, sound 
men:and the art department, now 
covered by the I. A. and Interna- 
tional body of Painters, respec- 
tively, 

The studio execs object to the 
inclusion of the lab men and sound 
men (1.A.) and the art department 
under the agreement. 

The five international crafts are 
Musicians, Electrical Workers, 
Painters, Carpenters and the I. A. 
(stagehands and booth men). 


Mintz-Winkler Merge 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Screen Gems, newly incorporated 
for Charles B. Mintz, combines the 
interests of Mint and Winkler Film 
Corp., in the Krazy Kat and 
Scrappy Cartoons series. 

No change in personnel or pro- 
gram is involvéd, according to 
Mintz. He continues as producer 
and Winkler as production man- 
ager. 


of the 





Sheekman’s Rise and Fall 
Hollywood, Dec, 7. 
Avery Hopwood’s farce, ‘Naughty 
Cinderella,’ has been scripted for a 





musical by Gertrude Purcell and 
Arthur Sheekman and okayed by 
Paramount. 


Meanwhile, Sheekman fell while 
horseback riding Sunday (6) and is 
in the hospital with a broken arm 
and minor injuries. 





$5 Dance at Astor 


Complete sound film of Satur- 
day's (12) Army-Navy football 
game will be shown that same 


night at the Hotel Astor. 

Occasion will be the dinner dance 
of the Five Friends Plan of Fox 
and the N. Y. ‘American’ Christ- 
mas Relief Fund. 

Tieup is for charity both ways, 
the football game also being for the 
unemployment fund. Tickets for $5. 


Judgments 


Triangle Film Corp.: 
Union Telegraph Co.:; $238. 

Eric S. Pinker and Adrienne Mor- 
— State Industrial Comm’r; 
$262, 

Film Renovating Co.; E. Hensle: 
$748. 

United Motion Picture Vending 
Corp.; A. Josephthal; $3,789. 

Dreazen'’s Music Shop, Inc.; N. Y. 
Talking Machine Co.: $225. 

Satisfied Judgment 
George Jessel; J. Golden; $1,661. 


Western 


Krazy’ Salaries 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
C. B. Mintz has eontracts with 
two more apprentice animators for 
‘Krazy Kat’ cartoons up for court's 
OK, 
Irving Spector, 17, starts at $25, 
and Charles Lacarra, 20, at $22. 


‘Frankenstein’ $67,000 
On Two Boston Weeks 


Boston, Dec. 3. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
‘Frankenstein’ is headed toward 





second wallop week after doing 
$41,200 in its first. Film biz is 


food generally this week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (vaudfilm) (4,380; 
20-75), ‘The Cheat’ (Par). Not so 
good and doubtful of beating $32,- 
000. Last week ‘Once a Lady’ 
(Par), $39.900. 

Keith’s (4,000; 35-50), ‘Franken- 
stein’ (U). Headed toward second 
high week and $26,000. Last week 
extraordinary, $41,200. 

Keith - Boston (4,000; 35-50), 

‘Nice Women’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
May do fair enough, $16,000. Last 
week $16,600 on ‘Guilty Genera- 
tion.’ 
Olympia (2,200; 35-50-60), ‘Blond 
Crazy (WB). Should click for good 
$10,000. Last week ‘Over Hill’ (Fox) 
sprung a surprise at $12,000. 

Loew’s State (4,000; 35-50), ‘Cu- 
ban’ (M-G), vaude and ‘Beau 
Hunks’ (M-G). Not due for more 
than weak $18,000. Last week ‘The 
Champ’ (M-G) socked for $24,800. 


‘Back Home’ $5,500 in 
Small "Ham Theatre 


Birmingham, Dec. 7. 

(Drawing Population, 382,0C0) 

First week the Alabama has 
given gobs of things away. Prize 
each night for December—Radios, 
four automobiles, refrigerators, etc. 
Business has perked, too, since an- 
nouncement of merchandise valued 
at $20,000. 

‘Frankenstein’ copped all recent 
records at the Ritz last week in 
spite of cold and rain. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
60)—‘Madelon Claudet’ (M-G) and 
vaude. Oke with $13,500. Last 
week ‘Rich Man's Folly’ (Par) a 
mild $12,000. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—Way 
Back Home’ (Radio). Good week 
on $5,560. zast week ‘Franken- 
stein’ (U) topped everything in re- 
cent months, $7,000. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 
‘Girls About Town’ (Par). 
trouble hurting; $4,000. Last week 
‘Singapore’ (WB) featured by 
snakes being turned loose in house; 
$3,600, poor. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 
‘Transatlantic’ (Fox). 
doing here either, $3,300. Last week 
‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par) liked by 
those who saw it, but few saw it; 
$3,100. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)— 
‘Road to Reno’ (Par) and ‘Heart- 
break’ (Fox) split. Good for $1,000. 
Last week ‘That Brat’ (Fox) and 
‘Men of Sky’ (FN) pretty good, $950. 





25-40)— 
Union 


25-40)— 
Not much 





RADIO DROPS P.A.’S 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Radio has cleaned out its pub- 
licity staff, anticipating the arrival 
next week of the Pathe crew. 
Len Boyd and J. Chapman will 
depart. 





TROJANS’ VICTORY IN 
9 REELS FOR COAST 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
The University of Southern Cali- 
fornia-Notre Dame football 
in five reels, filmed on spec by Sam 
Wood of Metro, open’s at Loew's 
State Wednesday (9) ‘Good 
Sport’ (Fox) and a stage show. 
Will make a two-hour 
minute show in all. 
done in the south on 
Tulane-Georgia grid battle. 


game 


with 


40- 
thing 
the 


and 
Same 


was 





Indie Cuts Under 


Columbus, Dec. 7. 
The next move is up to Loew and 
RKO. Every change in price scale 
by the two chains controlling four 
major houses here has been followed 
by J. Real Neth at his Grand, the 
only other. major talker theatre. 
Now the Grand has gone one up by 
cutting its evening price to 35 
cents. 
Grand’s now on a 15-35 list with 
Loew’s Ohio and Broad and RKO 
25-50, except kids at 15c. 


Botsford’s Visit 


A. M. Botsford, head of Para- 
mount’s eastern editorial board, left 
Saturday (5) for the Coast. Among 
the purposes of the visit will be ap- 
pointment of a studio representa- 
tive on the board and a member of 
that board for permancy at the 
western plant. 

Emanuel Cohen. will await Bots- 
ford’s arrival out there and they 
will probably return together. 

D. A. Doran, story head, and Rus- 
sell Holman, one of the board's tri- 
umvirate placed there by the dis- 
tribution department, may go to the 
Coast early in the new year. 








WRITERS’ TEST 


Wasserman Story Trial Horse for 
New Metro Writers 


Culver City, Dec. 7. 
As a test assignment new writé@rs 
going to work at Metro are given 


the perennial ‘World's Illusion’ by 
Jacob Wasserman. 

Almost every writer employed by 
Metro for years has had the Was- 
serman yarn thrown to him, but 
it’s still among the ungroduced. 


Bischoff Sticks with Tiff? 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 


With Tiffany set to continue pro- 
duction next year, Sam Bischoff is 
probably to remain as production 
head. 

Supposed proposal is for Bischoff 
to handle a program of 18 features 
and eight westerns. Work on the 
films is to start about Jan. 1. 

















| 


Picture Possibilities 








as a talker. 


‘MISS GULLIVER TRAVELS’ 
period affair. The 


19th century. 


‘COASTWISPEF’ (Drama; 


of formula well known Not 


(Drama 


LAUGHTER’ 
them<¢ a 


‘BLOODY 
out sans doubt by the 


Add to that 


tragedy. 


(Comedy, 
trials of a traveling troupe of actors early in 


‘The Good Fairy’—Favorable 

‘THE GOOD FAIRY’ (Comedy, Gilbert Miller, Henry Miller’s). 

A light but amusing comedy that should cliek on screen. 
may be owned abroad, where play was originally done. 


Film rights 
Ibee. 





‘In Times Square’—Unfavorable 
‘IN TIMES SQUARE’ (Mystery, Barry Macollum and Maurice Greet, 
Longacre). Appears to be too confusing and under-nourished to qualify 
Slight gangster angle as well probably a further hindrance. 


‘Miss Gulliver Travels’—Unfavorable 


Ford, Hudson).—A 
the 


lbee. 


George 


‘Coastwise’—Unfavorable 
Edward F. Gardner, Provincetown). 
film material. 


Old story 


‘Bloody Laughter’—Unfavorable 


Maurice Schwartz, 49th St.). Ruled 
man made sterile by a war wound. | 


an English household where 





without 


‘After All'’—Unfavorable 
‘AFTER ALL’ (Comedy-drama, Dwight Deere Wiman, Booth). 
a number of people die. 
enough diversion to make film material. 


Set in 
drama 
Ibee. 


A domestic 


ee — 





Early Drive on Shorts Soon Halted, 
But Prices Hold Near Saturday Close, 
Par Bonds Recover 3/5 to 47!, 








|Cava to direct Fanny H 
Millions.’ \ 


iphony of Six 
}! ) 


+ J . 

Yesterday’s Prices 

Net 
Sales High. Low. Close.ch'g. 

100 Con. Film. 5% SH S5%— % 

200 do pf... 13% 13% 138% 
2,00 East. K... 96% 94% 95 16 
3,100 Fox ...... 4% 4+% 
1,400 Gen. Thr % 1 %% wy 
5.000 Loew . 3574 34% , 

11,400 Par-P 10% Ue | 

“00 Pathe ..... le 2 lo 

MW gad. 2% MH 186— % 
15.300 RCA .esec 64, O% 638 % 
7.100 RKO. ...s. 1% 1% 21%4+ % 

300 Shub ..... iy ly Xe 
4,600 WB ...... 3} 34% «63% 

CURB 

300 Fox Thr... By 5, 5, 

200 Gen. T. pf. % * %+ % 
1,000 Tech. ..... 2% 2% 2% + Ue 
1,200 Trans-L .. 2% 2 2=-%\ 

BONDS* 
$54,000 Gen. Thr... 5 1 4 —1 
3,000 P-F Piscee GBM & 53 1 
12,000 Par-P .... 47% 4714 47! BLY 
4,000 WB ..... 31% 381 31 3 
RKO rights sold 2,100 at ¥ 8 
up 
* Saies and prices to 2:10 p. m. 











CAN’T FIND RED HEAD 


Metro Still Looking for Title Role 
Girl—Has Tested Six 


Metro 
to play the title part in its adapta- 


hasn't yet found anyone 


tion of Katherine Brush’s novel, 
‘Red Headed Woman.’ Film com- 
pany is insisting on auburn tresses, 
though the film will be shot in black 
and white. 

To date six candidates have tried 
out for the part, one of whom even 
dyed her locks for the _ event. 
Among the sextet have been Muriel 
Kirkland, Dixie Lee, Fay Martin, 
Betty Lawford and Lillian Roth. 

The search has been going on 
for weeks, east and west, with the 
New York boys frantic enough to 
ask one girl to dye her hair for a 
test. This was not the same girl 
who changed her colors. 


May Postpone RKO Meet 


Reported in Times Square yes- 
terday (7) the special RKO stock- 
holders’ meeting at Baltimore for 
Dec. 10 (Thursday), may be post- 
poned for a week or so. 

No especial reason given for the 
possible adjournment. The RKO 
teople said they expect to have a 
sufficient number of common stock 
votes by tomorrow to accompHsh 
the purpose of the meeting—ap- 
proval of the new financing plan. 








Chicago, Dec. 7. 

Attempt to postpone Thursday’s 
RKO meeting is being made here 
by Mrs. Caroline L. Kohl, widow of 
the late C. E. Kohl, of Kohli and 
Castle. Mrs. Kohl Saturdsy (5) 
sent letters «ond forms to RKO 
stockholders asking them to author- 
ize her to ask for an adjournment. 

Instead of sending in peoxies to 
RKO, as requested by the company, 
Mrs. Kohl's letter suggests that they 
send her proxies authorizing her 
the other way. Idea, as explained 
br her, is that it is a serious step 
and needs greater deliberation. 

Letter points out that Mrs. Kohl 
owns stock in the company equaling 
the combined holdings of all the 
directors. 

On Monday (7) RKO announced 
that the Stockholders’ Protective 
Committee, originally considered as 
opposed to the plan, had changed 
its attitude and endorsed the un- 
dertaking with an additional appeal 
for stockholders to send in their 
proxies. Latest information, com- 
ing after this announcement, indi- 
cated that so far only around 50% 
of the total stock has been proxied 
in favor of the plan. Percentage 
needed is 66°4%. 





Market opened yesterday (Mon) 
with a sharp drive against the short 
interest and during the first hour 
there was a fairly spirited run up 
of prices on covering of the timid 
element. At higher levels, however, 
stock was found for sale and the 
list backed away 

Amusement shares took but a 
minor part in either movement, 
holding closely around Saturday's 
levels and closed only fractionally 
changed in one direction or the 
other. 

Announcement that the RKO 
stockholders’ committee had ex- 
pressed itself as reconciled to the 
company financing program helped 
that issue which moved up to 1% 
and remained thereabouts during 
the session. Street heard that the 


company had not yet quite made up 
its two-third majority of proxies, 
but was confident the goal would 
be reached. Likely the stockhold- 
ers’ meeting will be postponed a 
week later than Dec. 10 

Most cheerful phase of yester- 
day’s dealings was a firming up in 
the bond list, with the Paramount- 
Publix liens moving ahead to bet- 
ter than 47 after touching 44 last 
week. Yesterday's dealings were on 
a small scale all around, total for 
the whole market being around l1,- 


500, but there seemed to be a bet- 
ter feeling. For the first time in 
a generation almost Wall Street 


looked to the opening of Congress 
with hope, and it was upon expec- 
tations of something constructive 
in the President’s message today 
that the improvement was based. 
The foreign developments were 
mixed. British bonds sold down to 
within a fraction of their previous 
lows, while the German obligations 
improved sharply. Sterling hit a 
new low at $3.25 and Marks were 
off about 25 points. 
Congress and the President 
As the new week opens there are 
constructive factors in the offing to 
somewhat brighten an outlook 
clouded with a dolorous week just 


past, during which the tape dis- 
closed a succession of new bote 
toms culminating Friday in what 


amounted to a double bottom on 
the whole bear market low of Oct. 5. 

If last week’s performances gave 
a gloomy complexion to the general 
list, it was additionally hard to find 
favorable auguries in the behavior 
of the amusement shares. Most of 
the active descriptions established 
new lows and the notable excepe- 
tion, Loew, broke sharply through 
its former resistance level at 53% 
to find a new minimum on the 
movement at 3214. 


Not only this but the principal 
bonds of the theatre greup were 
in obvious distress, making new 


lows all around, even on small vol- 
ume and despite the reassuring 
declarations of company officials. 
When the list was slipping, the 
amusements eased with the others 
and when minor rallies came along, 
they were sluggish in getting into 
the recoveries, suggesting that 
cliques were using surrounding 
strength to pass out stock. It was 
Loew alone that took any con- 
spicuous part in the brisk rally of 
Saturday, and even that was half 
hearted in comparison to the action 
of many oversold spots in the gen- 
eral market. 

As a result of the week’s trading, 
Loew came to the Saturday close 
with a net gain of 4 which com- 
pared not very favorably with the 
advance of General Electric, for in- 
stance, of more than a point. Para- 
mount was down two points and 
RKO net off %. RKO had the 
advantage of the Street's virtual 
belief that the RKO manage- 
ment would get proxies to carry 
through its financing program, 
averting any chance of a receiver- 
ship, and there did seem to be some 
disposition to absorb any new of- 
ferings, but the results could not 
be said to look very cheerful mar- 
ketwise. Old Keith bonds went to 
a new low of 41 and stayed there, 
while Orpheum preferred plumbed 
new depths and showed no bounce, 





PAR DROPS ROBT. HARRIS 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Harris out as a 
producer, no 
has yet been assigned to super- 
‘The Black Robe.’ 
been Harris’ job. 


With Robert 
Paramount associate 
one 


vise 


La Cava on ‘Symphony’ 
Hollywood Dec. 7. 


Radio has assigned Gregory La 


This had 


The sale on Saturday in the midst 
of a general rally of a ‘board lot’ 
of Keith preferred at 20, was start- 
ling, a decline of 25 points from 
the last sale more than a month 
ARKO. 

Most upsetting of all was the 
leonduct of the Paramount bonds. 
President Zukor sent out a state- 


| declaring 


7 e « 
};ampie Ass 


rat's ‘Sym- | tion 


ment denying that any new financ- 
ing was under consideration and 
that the company had 
ured bank credits to take 
care of its obligations in connec- 
with the stock repurchase 


(Continued on Page 23) 
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DEC. 26" (FN) 


yerm— MARILYN 

/MILLER 

‘ HER MAJESTY 
LOVE 


with Ben Lyon and the 4 funniest comedians on 
the screen: W. C. FIELDS, LEON ERROL, 
Chester Conklin, Ford Sterling. 
Directed by William Dieterle 
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JAN. 16” (WB) 


MANHATTAN 
PARADE 


| | with 
1 SMITH and DALE 
of the Avon Comedy 4. 
a Winnie Lightner,’ Chas. Butterworth, Bobby 
Watson, Dickie Moore. 
Directed by Lloyd (Gold Diggers) Bacon. 


1932’s big legand laugh show! All in technicolor! 















JAN. 2”) we) 
IMARIAN 


MARSH 
a .. UNDER 
EIGHTEEN 


First star of the new year in a sure-fire 
human story. With Warren William, Anita 
Page, Regis Toomey, Norman Foster. 

Directed by Archie (Bought) Mayo © 












JAN. 23° en 


DOUGLAS 


FAIRBANKS, JR. 





—~ UNION 
DEPOT 


with JOAN 


“BLONDELL 


The year’s novelty sensation! Guy Kibbee, 
Lilian Bond and 5000 players. 
Directed by Alfred (Smart Money) Green. 





STAR 
HITS 








for 
JANUARY 
PLAY DATES 


Here they are:— 





J AN. 9" EN) 


LIL 
DAGOVER 


THE WOMAN FROM 
MONTE CARLO 


The Continental Darling reaches American au- 
diences at last. With Walter Huston, Warren 
William, John Wray, George E. Stone, Robert 
Warwick. Directed by Michael Curtiz. 





JAN.30" we 





WILLIAM 


‘POWELL 
Be HIGH 
PRESSURE 


Fast! Modern! Life!...The kind of role that 
made him famous. With Evelyn Brent, Evalyn 
Knapp, Guy Kibbee, George Sidney, John 
Wray, Polly Walters. 
Directed by Mervyn (Five Star Final) LeRoy. 
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: FEB. 6” cw 
| 


EDWARD G. 


ROBINSON 


» THE 
HONORABLE 
MR. WONG 


' ‘Follow-up hit to “Five Star Final”. With LOR. 
ETTA YOUNG, Dudley Digges,Leslie Fenton “ 
Directed by Wm. (Night Nurse) Wellman. 


F E B. Oo" (FN) 


RICHARD | 


BARTHELMESS 
THE DOCTOR 


| Barthelmess’ greatest role since 
fx “Weary River”. With Marian 

! Marsh, Norman Foster, Boris 
Karloff. 


Directed by Michael Curtiz. 





























3 Book Early And Avoid The Rush At 









more big 
ones for 


FEBRUARY 
PLAY DATES 





FEB. 13" we) 


EDNA FERBER’S 


FEB. 6" we , 
‘OLD 





JAMES 


ICAGNEY 
“TA XxX i ye 


W’arner’s Red-Headed Wonder crashes through 
to stardom! With Loretta Young, Geo. E. Stone 


Guy Kibbee. By Kubec Glasmon and John 
~ Bright, the “Smart Money” boys. ’ 





MAN MINICK 


One of Edna Ferber’s finest masterpieces. With 


“Chic’’ Sale ~- Dickie Moore. 


Directed by Archie Bought) Mayo. 


Directed by Roy Del Ruth. ~ 


* 


FEB. 27" we 


GEORGE 
ze LTHE MAN 
WHO PLAYED GOD 


Another great story as modern and as human 













FEB. 20" in 


JOE E. 


ae im vEE, 
mas Bi 
3 
s 
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PTIFIREMAN, —ncisuilpess i See fhe: 
Hedda Hopper. 


Directed by John Adolfi who made ‘The Millionaire’ 


SAVE MY CHILD 


A four-alarm comedy riot! With Evalyn Knapp 
Lilian Bond, Guy Kibbee. 
Directed by Lloyd Bacon. ” 
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Talking Shorts 








RUDY WIEDOFT 
‘DARN TOOTIN’ 
Instrumental 
10 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1293 

Dialog, inserted for the obvious 
purpose of holding the novelties in 
this musical short together, slows it 
down. Fortunately the pacing chat- 
ter isn’t important enough to en- 
tirely ruin the worthy 
Short amounts to a good 
subject where a musical 
needed. 

Wiedoft, well known on the discs 
for his saxophoning, does most of 
his playing here alongside a magni- 
fied prop sax whose four valves hold 
four other sax players, giving the 
music an ensemble effect. Special- 
ties are a vocal by Dixie Lee (Mrs. 
Bing Crosby), who uses her hus- 
band’s arrangement of a pop, and 
an exceptional acrobatic dance by 
Lucille Page from ‘Vanities.’ 

Dialog is handled by a father and 
son. Former cops the kid’s sax 
during the night and buries it in the 
yard. Wiedoft and the girls emerge 
from the instrument in miniature 
when it rises from its grave. After 
Wiedoft’s first solo the father says, 
‘Even if it was good I wouldn't like 
it,” by which the diag writer com- 
pletely tipped his mitt. Bige. 


enough 
filler is 


‘THE TAMALE VENDOR” 
TOM PATRICOLA 
Comedy 
20 Mins. 
Lyric, N. Y. 

Educational 


Medium grade two-reeler of the 
slapstick variety but with enough 
comedy value to set it a little apart 
from many of its type. Oke for 
houses which aren’t too fussy about 
their filler. 

Tom Patricola and his pal are 
making their way through the des- 
ert, doing an instrumental double 
for amusement. From there on the 
story concerns itself with rescue of 
a girl who wants to commit suicide 
because her pop wants her to marry 
a tough caballero. Charles Judels 
does the Spanish swain, nearly 
stealing the short from Patricola, 
who later works in his mandolin 
and dance routines, 

William Goodrich (‘Fatty’ Ar- 
buckle) directed. He couldn’t forego 
a little slapstick of the old variety, 
having two sides battle it out with 
vegetables, hot tamales, etc., in a 
kitchen. 

Technically the short is ae 

Char. 





ROBERT L. RIPLEY 
‘Believe It or Not’ 


7 Mins. 
Strand 
Vitaphone No. 1294 
Theatre interest that Ripley 


probably has created with previous 
shorts in this series won’t be in- 
creased by this disappointment. 
Somehow Rip’s oddities don’t im- 
press as strongly in talker form 
as in newspaper cartoons. It might 
be due to Rip himself. He’s not an 
interesting speaker as speakers go. 
That he usually has something in- 
teresting to say is his attractive- 
ness as a player. 

Producer enhances Ripley’s facts, 
but slightly in this short, Every- 
thing is slapped down cold on the 
celluloid and doesn’t fascinate half 
as much as the same material 
might in newspaper form for 3c. 
While a shortage of facts is ap- 
parent in the world’s sr....llest book 
item included here. It was a news- 
reel clip, too, recently. 


A gent who can tear a deck of 
cards in eighths is brought on for 


a mild finish, but what Kipley 
needs is camera tricks to help. 
Bige. 





‘RED MEN TELL NO TALES’ 
EDDIE BUZZELL 
8 Mins. 
Broadway, New York 
Columbia 
Another of Eddie Buzzell’s bur- 
lesque radio bedtime stories. Buz- 


portions. | 


HAL LEROY 
‘HIGH SCHOOL HOOFER’ 
8 Mins.; Comedy Skit 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1312 

Hal Leroy’s eccentric tap dance, 
upon which these eight minutes are 
entirely dependent, gets a good 





will do. That the 
rather poor grade might make 
|}approach stuff boring to those who 
don’t know LeRoy and what's com- 
ing. But the dance will 
everything. 

Eleanor 


King as a 
flapper is necessary to prime Le- 
Roy’s role for the climax. He’s a 
| bashful waiter in the school lunch 


room. Turns social lion after giving 
out his hoofing specialty at the 
school show. 

Camera is LeRoy's best friend. 


Besides getting the most out of the 
boy’s tricky stepping, it also gets 
him at angles revealing a natural 
comedy pan. The potentialities in 
LeRoy’s face are not fully cashed 
in, however, which leaves this short 
still dependent on the dancing. 
Bige. 


‘| WONDER WHO'S’ KISSING 
HER NOW’ 
Song Cartoon 





6 Mins. 
Times, N. Y. 
Paramount 
Made in the capable Fleischer 


manner, this song cartoon is a good 
musical interlude for all types of 
programs. This time it deals with 
feline characters and includes the 
usual bouncing ball, first introduced 
as a catnip ball. 

The cats gyrate in and out of ro- 
mantic clinches with the finish 
showing a tabby kissing her tomcat 


good-bye and then inviting in a 
whole retinue of lovers. Laugh 
finish which helps. Shan. 


‘THE WORLD FLIER’ 
Comedy; In Color 
8 Mins. 
Stanley, New York 

Educational 
One of the Sennett series that 
looks to have been made hurriedly 
and cheap. Traces of newsreel 
photography. Filler for the minor 
spots. Might be classed as an 
emergency piece to be used if 
needed only and from a rigid sense 
of showmanship should have been 
shelved. Color used doesn’t help 
since poorly blended. 


About a phoney foreigner who 
claims sport speed records. He's» 
tricked into a motor boat race and 
eracks up. Later his plane is shot 
down by a couple of wild bird hunt- 
ers. Goofy that. Before this some 
trick photography utilized in the 
motor boat race that’s obviously 
unreal. 
Not for particular audiences. 
Shan. 





‘KITTY FROM KANSAS CITY’ 
Screen Song-Cartoon 
6 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Too much of a build-up for a 
tune made popular sometime back 
by Rudy Vallee. Accompanying 
cartoon matter is not strong enough 
in comic appeal to offset tedium of 
song as run through several times. 
Strength appears to be in the Val- 
lee name, 

Lyrics of the number, with the 
bouncing ball, are processed against 
negative which has Vallee singing 
the melody, first as a hick, with 
trick mustache and hat, and later, 
straight. Char. 





‘GREAT PIE MYSTERY’ 
Comedy 

20 Mins. 

Orpheum, N. Y. 


Educational 

A Sennett slapstick two-reeler, 
bringing back the pie-throwing but 
little of the old-time fun. Some of 
the other gags woven into this short 
make it palatable, but it’s not an at- 
tractive screen morsel. 

Action is around a criminologist 





zell gags at the mike with action 
fading in and out, all travesty stuff 
and poorly made. Taken silent and 
voices dubbed in where they never 
fit. 

Hero wearing doublet 
gets into Indian camp and vamps 
Minnehaha, with whom he elopes 
after many travesty adventures, 
Sample of the wit is when Indian 
chief orders his tribesmen to take 
bow ‘and arrow, they seize starched 
collars each with a bow tie in them. 
Much of it is that kind of punning 
and only fairly funny. Rush. 


and hose, 


*ENVY’ 
Comedy 
8 Mins. 
Warner, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1105 
Stilted stuff and a poor short. 
Idea of changing wives at a party 
is rather antique and the dialog 
concerned polishes not at all. 
on Waly. 


nut who tells a newspaper man 
about the clues he has gathered in 
a robbery. Flashbacks bring in 
Andy Clyde, Harry Gribbon and 
others in silly bits. From start to 
finish there is little rhyme or rea- 
son, effort having started out by de- 
pending on a strong dose of hokum 
and little else. 
One of the 
throws the pies? 


mysteries is who 
Char. 





‘DREAMWORLD’ 
Travelog, in Color 
'8 Mins. 
| Translux, N. Y. 
Educational 
If the Southern California Cham- 
ber of Commerce didn’t foster pro- 
duction of this subject it will be 
delighted. Otherwise, just one of 
those scenic things, even if it is in 
color. A slow and weak filler. 
Spots known to the newsreels as 
sure space positive grabbers are 
combined: in ‘Dreamworld.’ It is 
processed by Multicolor. 











square | 


high-school | 





build-up from a light juve plot. It | 
acting is of a} 
the | 





Minature Reviews 
inature R 

‘Frankenstein’ (U). — High 
powered shock sensation that 
makes talk, backed by sensa- 
tion provoking exploitation. 
Generally big on. first run all 
over the country, and con- 
firmed by Broadway start. 

‘Im Geheimdiesnt’ (Ufa). 
Well directed and acted Ger- 
man spy film. Possible to fol- 
low without knowledge of lan- 
guage. Ought to be boxoffice 
for Germans with some drop- 
in American trade. 

‘Blonde Crazy’ (WB). James 
Cagney and Joan Blondell fea- 
tured. Fast start and slow fin- 
ish, but the initial speed gives 
enough impetus to land it in 
the moderate class as amuse- 
ment and as a grosser. 

‘His Woman’ (Par). Ordi- 
nary feature with the Cooper 
and Colbert names its. best 
chance. Slow unreeling of a 
trite story. 

‘Balinese Love’ (Jackson) 
Life on the Island of Bali. Not 
too good because patently 
faked, but may fit into double 
feature program because only 
42 mins. long. 

‘French Leave’ (A. & D.). 
Slow British farce. Too 
labored to mean anything even 
for double feature purposes. 

‘Battle of Gallipoli’ (BIP). 
British war stuff. Good at- 
tempt but never gripping or 
convincing. Sound bad. Not 
likely to bring in any money. 

‘El Amor Solfeando’ (Rena- 
cimiento). Spanish musical 
made in Madrid. Nicely done 
and handsomely produced. Box- 
office possibilities depend on 
whether people understand the 
Madrid Spanish where shown. 
South Americans prefer silent 
films. 

‘Reckless Living’ (U). Weak 
story about inside activities of 
race-track bookies. Lesser en- 
tertainment for the minor sec- 
ond-runs and subsequents. 

‘Range Law’ (Tiff). Good 


western and above par for 
this type of film. 
‘Brokiga Blad’ (Svensk). 


Swedish musical revue with 
two dozen girls and half that 
number stars. Well done and 
sure money wherever Scan- 
dinavian -customers can be 
found. Means nothing outside 
of where language is under- 
stood. 














Incorporations 


CALIFORNIA 

Synchrome Corp., Los Angeles (Patents 
on color pictures and equipment). Capi- 
tal stock, 2,000 shares, none subscribed. 
R. Allen Bright, J. F. Gilbert, T. R. Har- 
riman, jr., Gail J. Burck, M. A. Nortman. 

Ambassador Pictures, Inc., Los An- 
geles. Capital stock, 100 shares; none 
subscribed. Bernard D. Lane, Martin 
Gang, Ruth Beveridge. 











Universal «production and release. Di- 
rected by James Whale. Features Colin 
Clive, Mae Clarke, John Boles and Boris 
Karloff. Based on story of aMry W. Shel- 
ley, with adaptation by John L. Balderston 


from play by Peggy Webling. Literary 
eredits also to Garret Fort and Francis 
Edward Faragoh. Cameraman, Arthur 
Edeson. Carl Laemmle, Jr., producer. At 
the Mayfair, N. Y., week Dec. 4. Running 
time, 75 mins, 

Frankenstein...cecccces 6ebeeees Colin Clive 
Elizabeth......e¢ WYiveTTiy lO 
VACCOR. cc crccvce eo ceccccccecceves John Boles 
The Monster...... eaceevegceeann Boris Karloff 
ar, WEGREIMOM s 6c cacceces Edward Van Sloan 


THE TWOPE: csccce ¢hoenseneneet Dwight Frye 
The : Frederick Kerr 


Raron 


A click from the start of the May- 
fair engagement, holding a crowd 
out on ae rainy opening night. 
‘Frankenstein’ establishes itself as 
a notable box-office subject. 

Looks like a ‘Dracula’ plus, 
touching a new peak in horror plays 
and handled in production with su- 
preme craftsmanship. Exploitation, 
which dwells upon the shock angle, 
is also a punchful asset with hair- 
raising lobby and newcpaper trum- 
peting. 

Appeal is candidly to the morbid 
side and the screen effect is up to 
promised specifications. Feminine 
fans seem to get some sort of emo- 
tional kick out of this sublimation 
of the bedtime ghost story done 
with all the literalness of the cam- 
era. 


Maximum of stimulating shock is 
there, but the thing is handled with 
subtle change of pace and shift of 
tempo that «keeps attention ab- 
sorbed to a high voltage climax, 
tricked out with spectacle and dra- 
matic crescendo, after holding the 
smash shivver on a hair trigger for 
more than an hour. 

Picture starts out with a wallop. 
Midnight funeral services are in 
progress on a blasted moor, with 
the figure of the scientist and his 
grotesque dwarf assistant hiding at 
the edge of the cemetery to steal 
the newly-buried body. Sequence 
climaxes with the gravedigger send- 
ing down the clumping earth upon 
the newly-laid coffin. Shudder 
No. 1. 

Shudder No. 2, hard on its heels, 
is when Frankenstein cuts down his 
second dead subject down from the 
gallows, these details being pre- 
sented with plenty of realism. 
These corpses are to be assembled 
into a semblance of a human body 
which Frankenstein seeks to gal- 
vanize into life, and to this end the 
story goes into his laboratory, ex- 
temporized in a gruesome mountain 
setting out of an abandoned mill. 
But first our scientist must have a 
brain, which leads to another sock 
touch of the creeps, when the 
dwarf crawls into a medical col- 
lege dissecting room to steal that 
necessity. If you think these epi- 
sodes have exhausted the repertoire 
of gruesome props they are but pre- 
liminaries. 

Laboratory sequence detailing the 
creation of the monster patched up 
of human odds and ends is a 
smashing bit of theatrical effect, 
taking place in this eerie setting 
during a violent mountain storm in 
the presence of the scientist’s 
sweetheart and others, all frozen 
with mortal fright. 

Series of successive jolts con- 
tinue through the moment when 
the monster creeps upon the scien- 
tist’s waiting bride, probably the 








The Woman’s Angle 








‘Frankenstein’ (Universal). 


Hoping to 


be horrified, adventuresome 


ladies will be lured to this picture by the tradition of its title plus its 


eerie exploitation. 


Expert dealings with the macabre will give them an 


even more thrilling time than they were hoping for. 





‘Cuban Love Song’ (M-G). 


Romantic matrons, accepting Lawrence 


Tibbett’s make-believe, find him a convincing and lovable vagabond. 
Younger women, though they may treasure Tibbett’s magnificent sing- 
ing, won’t respond to the synthetic romance of a film obsessed with the 


out-worn ‘Peanut Vendor’, 


‘Blonde Crazy’ (WB). 
negligible plot development. 


Sympathetically established love interest given 
Fanettes have to be contented with an} 


ingenious expose of rackets and the amusing toughness of James Cagney. 





‘His Woman’ (Par). 


No conviction, no distinction, not even the baby 


enlivens this inept story of regeneration enough to make the femmes care. 


‘X Marks the Spot’ (Tiff). 


Personality-less cast and closely budgeted 


flavor of its production mitigate against a femme stampede to this news- 


paper murder yarn. 


a 


‘Reckless Living’ (U). 


Intelligent and well 


acted film, but will be 


lightweight with the fanettes because, lacking a glamorous box office 
personality, it ignores the conventional mould of triangular love stories. 


‘Cosi E’ La Vita’ (Thalia). 


Barely restraining itself from bursting into 


opera, this intensely Italian problem play may find a welcome among 


Italian neighborhood ladies. 
avalanche of bad acting. 


‘Im Geheimdienst’ (lFA). 


American fanettes 


find it a convulsing 


To make this over-long spy story look like 


the real inside on espionage methods, romance is sacrificed and the frau- 


leins will miss it. 


—_—-—— 


‘Fra Diavolo’ (Pittaluga). 


Solid, slow-footed Italian period adventure. 


Graced with good voices and melody to please the Italian temperament 


‘Sporting Chance’ (Peerless). 
little sympathy for its hero, 


Waly. | ladies. 


Race-track yarn, built on formula with 
Buster 


Collier, Mild time-killes for the 


—<—<————= 


prize blood-curdler of the picture 
and its final destruction when the 
infuriated villagers burn down the 
deserted windmill in which it is a 
prisoner. Finish is a change from 
the one first tried, when the scien. 
tist also was destroyed. The Climax 
with the surviving Frankenstein 
(Frankenstein is the creator of the 
monster, not the monster itself) re. 
lieves the tension somewhat at the 
finale, but that may not be the ef. 
fect most to be desired. 


Subtle handling of the subject 
comes in the balance that has been 


maintained hetween the reg] and 
the supernatural, contrast that 
heightens the horror punches The 


figure of the monster is a triumph 
of effect. It has a face ana head 
of exactly the right distortions to 
convey a sense of the diabolical), but 
not enough to destroy the essential 
touch of monstrous human evil. 

In like manner the feeling of hor. 
ror is not once let go past the point 
at which it inspires disbelief 
where out of excess it would create 
a feeling of makebelieve. This is 
the trick that actually makes the 
picture deliver its high voltage kick, 
The technique is shrewd manipula. 
tion. After each episode dealing 
with the weird elements of the 
story there is a swift twist to the 
normal people of the drama en. 
gaged in their commonplace actiy. 


ities, a contrast emphasizing the 
next eerie detail. 
Playing is perfectly paced. Colin 


Clive, the cadaverous hero of ‘Jour. 
ney‘s End,’ is a happy choice for 
the scientist driven by a frenzy for 


knowledge. He plays it with force, 
but innocent of ranting. Boris 
Karloff enacts the monster and 


makes a memorable figure of the 
bizarre figure with its indescribably 
terrifying face of demoniacal calm, 
a fascinating acting bit of mes- 
merism. 

Mae Clarke makes a perfunctory 


ingenue role charming, and John 
Boles is satisfying as a family 
friend, playing with neat elegance 


a part that loses much with the al- 
ternative finale. 

Photography is splendid and the 
lighting the last word in ingenuity, 
since much of the footage calls for 
dim or night effect and the manipu- 
lation of shadows to intensify the 
ghostly atmosphere. It took nerve 
for U to do this one and ‘Dracula; 
all of which may track back to the 
gruesomeness in ‘The Hunchback 


of Notre Dame,’ which was also 
produced by this company. The 
audience for this type of film is 


probably the detective story read- 
ers and the mystery yarn radio lise 


teners. Sufficient to insure finan- 
cial success if these pictures are 
well made. Rush. 


IM GEHEIMDIENST 


(‘In Secret Service’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Ufa production and release. Stars Willy 
Fritsch and Brigitte Helm. Features Oskar 
Homolka and Theodor Loos. Directed by 
Gustav Ucicky; scenario, Walter Reisch; 
sound, Hermann Fritzsching; camera, Carl 
Hoffman. At the Ufa-Cosmopolitan, N. Y., 


for grind run Nov. 27. Running time, 103 
mins, 

Vera Lanskaja ........ .....Brigitte Helm 
DE Susvescedsenbeneseked Willy Fritsch 
Lanskoi .....eececeeeeeeessOskar Homolka 
ae, OEE OE FP Theodor Loos 


Wassilieff .............Kar)l Ludwig Diehl 


INSEE: 4.044404.000908E0 0000s Harry Hardt 
ee cveee ee+--.Ferdinand Hart 
MEE 5s Ga 04.0 ds eccenvante< -Tamara Desni 


Chef des Geheimdienstes 

Eduard von Winterstein 
Reichskanzler ....... ... Friedrich Kayssler 
eee ee eee ovenecee Alfred Beierle 


A spy film and not especially 
original, but so well handled that it 
moves into the exceptional film 
class. Fact that there have been no 
straight dramatic films in German 
over here for some time also ought 
to help. 

First honors undoubtedly go to 


Gustav Ucicky for his direction, It 
is a polished and imaginative piece 
of work. With fine artists and én 
exceptional photographer Ucicky 
has a spy film that is enthralling 
despite its 105 minutes. ‘ 

Willy Fritsch, known as a mu- 
sical comedy player, and usually 
teamed with Lilian Harvey, appears 
here in a straight dramatic role 
and carries it off flawlessly. Brigitte 
Helm, co-starred, is the woman who 
was seen in American first in the 
silent film, ‘Metropolis’. A splendid 
actress but not especially beautiful. 
Oskar Homolka is a _ surprise lM 
stacking up all the way. Theodor 
Loos is noteworthy in a smaller 
role, 

Story is one of those patriotic 
things. It’s the recent war with 
Fritsch a German spy in Russia. 
He’s posing as an American violin- 
ist and wants to obtain plans of @ 
Russian offensive from a Russian 
general. Knowing that the general's 
wife was born a German, he plays 
on her patriotism to secure her aid. 
This causes her banishment from 
home and husband. Finish is out- 
side Russia with the woman and 
spy together. ¢ 

Attention to detail and handling 
have made of this a gripping yarn. 
Picture is slow but this is an old 
German fault. : 

It can be followed quite easily 
Without knowledge of the language 
for those Americans who havn't 
been sated by Hollywood-made spy 
| films. Kauf. 
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CUBAN LOVE SONG 


(With Songs) 

Metro production and release. Original 
story by G. Gardiner Sullivan and "fess 
Meredyth. Starring Lawrence  Tibbett. 
Featuring Lupe Velez, Ernest Torrence, 
Karen Morley, Jimmy ‘Schnozzola’ Durante. 
Band music by Ernesto Lecuona and Palau 
Brothers’ Orchestra, Directed by W. 8. 
Van Dyke. Musical score by Herbert Stot- 


hart. Songs by Herbert Stothart, Dorothy 

Fields and James McHugh. Adaptation by 

John Lynch. Additional dialog by John 

Colton, Gilbert Emery, Robert E. Hopkins 

and Paul Hervey’ Fox. Photographer, 

Harold Rosson. At Roxy, New York, week 

Dec. 4. Running time, 86 mins. 

TOTLV cocccereesesevssess Lawrence “LTiopett 

Nemita cscceverececenreces eee Lupe Velez | 
ROMANCE ..cccesscccereces Ernest Torrence 

Oo. O. Jones....Jimmy ‘Schnozzle’ Durante | 
Crystal ..seecees eevceccecsoes Karen Morley 

Elvira ..c.ceece ecccccceees+- Hale Hamilton 

Aunt Rosa .sieceseseeess.Mathilda Comont 

Terry Jr...+- Reeseccssecoseoes Phillip Cooper 





Lawrence Tibbett may be a sen- | 


sation on the concert stage, but it’s] 
adversely in pictures. Thus while} 
Jimmy ‘Schnozzola’ Durante and 


| 
| 
Velez may attract, neither their} 
roles nor the way the picture has} 
been built allow the two to fully 
overcome the Tibbett drawback. 
This picture will need better than 
average support. The Roxy can hope 
only for a sagging week despite its 


advertising splurges which had to 
be, as it was a condition imposed 
with the booking of the first Metro 





film into that house and away from | 


Loew's acer, the Capitol. It indi- | 
cates how sufferable must be the | 
Roxy management in the face of| 
lack of product from its affiliated 


Fox sources, 

A song is the basis 
ture. It’s an old song that’s only 
tolerated currently as the fad for 
it died some time ago. That’s ‘The | 
Peanut Vendor,’ which supposedly | 
had a Cuban birth years back, even} 
if only coming to the U. S. around 


of this pic- | 





18 months ago. 
Basically the song is folk piece, 
if so, but translated it becomes a 


comic. Trying to make it dramatic 
has obvious pitfalls. Picture’s yarn 
is about a society boy who leaves 
his blonde to join. the marines. 
Goofy, to begin with. She’s ever 
loving though and keeps waiting 
and gets him finally. 

The marine Tibbett, and his bud- 
dies, Durante and Torrence, find 
themselves in Cuba. There Tibbett 
falls for Velez, the peanut vendor. 
The World War and then the arm- 
istice. And, then, comes the 10th 
anniversary of the blonde. 

Rumba music in a New York cafe 
reawakens dreams and the marine 
wha.was shoves off for Cuba again, 
and with Durante whom he meets 
accidentally. 

Everything’s accidental. In Cuba 
the former marine finds that the 
peanut vendor had died but left him 
a son, apparently born out of wed- 


lock and without audience suspi- 
sion. So he takes the boy back to 


the blonde and everything’s happy. 

Durante is the laugh of the pic- 
tuze and its highlight, even though 
forced. It’s apparent the film must 
have been completed originally 
some months back. That Durante 
was interjected into the feature af- 
ter that seems likely. Louise Fa- 
zenda teams with him for a slight 
hoke moment that betrays this as 
likely. 

Miss Velez also. looks 
throughout’ ihe picture eace vt wie: 
listening to Tibbett singing. But 
then anybody could do that listen- 
ing to Tibbett’s magnificent voice 
that should have appeal anywhere 
but somehow not on the screen. 

Among numbers Tibbett sings are 
the official marine tune, ‘From the 
Halls of Montezuma’; ‘The Peanut 
Vendor,’ and in which Velez helps 
him at times; also ‘Cuban Love 
Song.’ May be another tune, about 
sailors. 

Picture suffers unendurably from 
forced action while otherwise strict- 
ly narrative or singing, and may be 
too much singing. The action isn’t 
fluent nor coherent to the continuity 
when any does occur. There is a 
trick spot of showing Tibbett in 
double exposure singing a duet by 
himself, Unnecessary and unrealis- 
tic. 

Ernest Torrence looks to have 
been deliberately shoved back. His 
performance is off but mostly due if 
not entirely to his unnatural role. 


forced 


Shan, 
BLONDE CRAZY 
Warner Bros. production and_ release. 


James Cagney and Joan Blondel! featured. 
Directed by Roy Del Ruth Story and 
dialog by Kubec Glasman and John Bright. | 


straight. Original yarn by Kubec 
Glasman and John Bright, who wrote 
‘Smart Money’ for Robinson, gives 
Cagney plenty of room for his cus- 
tomary fresh punk characterization. 

Naughty cracks galore and one 
says ‘Nuts.’ But he doesn’t push 
a grapefruit in the girl friend’s face, 
although they expect it any time. 
Bulk of the slapping is on the re- 
verse end this trip, the girl deliver- 
ing. She slaps Cagney’s face a doz- 


en times or so. After awhile the 
smacks are used in place of tag 
lines on most of the gags. 


Possibly the most important item 
in either performance or production 
is the appearance of Joan Blondell 
This ingenue, with a perfect name 


for her type, looks better here than 
ever before and in her first 
femme role is permitted to depart 
from the jane class and grab herself 
1 little sympathy. 

Miss Blondell is Cagney’s business 
partner—and what a business—who 
loves him in other ways besides biz 
but doesn’t find that out until her 
marriage to a comparative nice boy 
proves a flop. 

Cagney is a rackteering bellhop at 
the start. One of his first schemes 
is getting Ann a job in the linen 

the con system. Tey 


room via 
branch out together in a polite bad- 
ger project, taking their first chump 
for enough to get to a bigger town. 
Sucker No. 1 is taken over by ‘ar- 


HIS WOMAN 


Paramount production and release. Stars 
Gary Cooper and Claudette Colbert, Di- 
rected by Edward Sloman. Based on novel 
by Dale Collins; screen play by Adelaide 
Heilbron and Melville Baker; cameraman, 
Wm. Steiner. At the Paramount, N. Y. 
week Dec. 4. Running time, 76 mins. 


Actionless 


script to give it other than ordinary 





|} reach that 


lead | 


box office rating. And that’s not 
enough right now. One of those 


films which if it breaks even ought 
to satisty everybody concerned. The 
Cooper-Colbert names may help it 
modest niche. 

Story moves slowly in the hands 
of Edward Sloman who has packed 
most of the feature’s amusement 
into the footage given a tiny baby 


It’s 


and Miss Colbert never gets out 
| from behind the eight ball in here 


rangements with a motorcycle cop! 


when found spooning with Miss 
Blondell in a parked auto. A bottle 
of booze on the back seat helps a 
lot. Cagney drives up just in time 
to square things. 

In the next town, Chicago by sug- 
gestion, Cagney Ann's $5,000 
to another cheater who frames him 
in a phoney counterfeit scheme. To 
get the girl’s five acres back Bert 
pulls his first outside-the-law job. 
This later gets him into the prison 
hospital. 

Everything depends on the dialog 
and playing both come through sat- 
isfactorily,. Cagney and Miss Blon- 
dell make a natural pair for these 
situations and developments. Louis 
Calhern uses his long experience to 


loses 


good effect in a class cheater part. 
Bits by the others including Guy 
Kibbee, Noel Francis and Polly 


Walters, are excellent. 
Original tile of this was ‘Larceny 


Lane.” <A section of a hotel lobby, 
with flashes at characters to set 
the idea, gets brief mention in the 
dialog under that name. Bige. 


X MARKS THE SPOT 


Directed 
Samuel 
and Gor- 





Tiffany production and release, 
by Erle C. Kenton. Produced by 
tischoff. Story by Warren Duff 


don Kahn. Continuity by J. Hugh Herbert. 
At the Broadway, New York, week of Dec. 
3. Running time, 68 minutes, 

George Howe...... ee pee Lew Cody 
Os 0.06 0:56409:0600060.0666000800s CR me 
ii) SPE e ree coovcccccosscon ted —Kebiler 
Ted Liloyd....-« Ccccvcccccccres Wannce Ford 
Vivyam Parker. s.ccceedsscececs Mary Nolan 
BIOPtense. cc eccece eeeee. Virginia Lee Corbin 
Gloria (Child). .cccceccccccece Helen Parrish 
GIOTIR.. ccccccccscee Pe PUNT Ee er Joyce Coad 


Combination newspaper-gunman- 
murder mystery yarn that tries to 
tackle too many subjects at once. A 


popular phrase that might have 
made a good title with the right 
picture behind it is wasted. ‘X 


Marks the Spet’ has nothing to rec- 
ommend it for important playing or 
favorable returns in the key first 
runs. 

The atmosphere of ‘Front Page’ 
was sought, but not captured in this 
yarn by Warren Duff and Gordon 
Kahn, latter a former New York 
newspaperman, although they spill 
a lot of inside stuff along the way. 


The kaleidescopic,  helter-skelter 
tempo of a typical daily editorial 


office is again borrowed for picture 
usage. Film has the dapper type 
managing editor, after the Adolph 
Menjou fashion, by Lew Cody this 
time. Again a star reporter calls 
the boss a gorilla and other such 
names, again the two are old pals; 
but this time the star reporter is in 
the modern version—a Broadway 
columnist. 

They wanted Walter Winchell to 


take the part. His paper wouldn't 
let him go to Hollywood. Wallace 
Ford got it and did a good job. 


The writing forced Ford to carry 
out considerable implausible action, 
so he doesn’t shine as he might 
have under better conditions. He's 
a competent juve and his legit ex- 


after the columnist calls at her 
apartment. She was suing his paper 





At the Sernes. N. Y¥., week Dec. 3. Run-/ for livel. He asks her to sign a re- 
a ew amec Cagney | lease. She refuses. Then she’s ¥ : | 
+ Bldeipabipne ces srrreeeses dames piondell | found murdered and the reporter is Battle of Gallipoli J 
Dan Barker...... PrTTITITiTe Louis Calhern| held. He solves the mystery pretty 
Helen rrr PTeTTTTTT TTT Noel Francis fast, and who is the guilty party but =~ (BRITISH MADE) } 
DeOrt SOUMOON 666660 000606008 Guy Kibbee a British Instructional production, ito 
MATROISS oa sscecee ***""""Raymond Milland|@ rough guy who befriended the] pins releasé on this side, British title 
he SEE TEE eeccoccces “Polly Walters| same reporter back in the home | ‘Tell England.’ Based on novel ‘Tell Eng- | 
— town. An unintentional double- | land’ by Ernest Raymond. Direction An- | 
rs |cross drags in a court room scene rere agg SS Mes ean end 
Wise remarks, a fresh guy and} and the reporter mops up in the | ea ie aa allt ty ant ; Hiesction” Arthur | 
dame stuff. Quick pace and a per-| gnale by walking into a locked room | Woods: sound Victor Peers. At the RKO 
formance by James Cagney typically} +4, choot it out with the killer. Cameo, New York, week Dec. 4. Running | 
Cagney. These give ‘Blonde Crazy’ There's been too much superior | pt mune. Carl Harbo | 
a fast start and keep it going Most/ royeh stuff in the recent past to| Rurert Ray........... ee. on” teenie 
of the way. Finish is weak but not) give this Tiff a chance at atten- | The Padre......+. eovccccces Dennis Hue 
enough to kill off the early impres- | tion. 3esides Ford’s there isn’t a | The Cvlonel Seeccecee sf - , M. ~ ard 
sion. Picture should rate as a mod-| shining performance. Cody and poe oo samrerne ey Psat he ee 
erate gcrosser., Mary Nolan, who has little to do ini . fetty Compton | 
Strictly a petty larceny guy is| the plot, are the names. | Mr ert Harben 
Cagney and all the way to the finish, The editor's name is Howe. Not} acer 
when stretched out on a prison hos-| close enough to Howie for outsiders _W ar again. British films again 
pital cot, he hints he might g0/j to notice. Bige. i That about tells the whole story of 


| he'd 


being typed as a girl of wharf front 
dives. American film audiences have 


never been able to work up much 
sympathy for heroines who have 
taken a tossing around from the 


masculine population in general. 
IXven though the story makes the 
girl reform, as far as they're con- 
cerned out front, there’s no thrill 
left. They'd rather see how she got 
that way than catch her on the re- 
bound and on her good behavior. 


In this instance Miss Colbert is 
well nigh on her way to a halo in 
nursing the foundling which has 


been anonymously left in charge of 
the freighter’s captain (Mr. Cooper). 
Circumstances aided by a couple of 
white lies get her aboard ship, after 


enroute, makes a stateroom play 
for her and is knocked overboard by 
Cooper, who is sod sure she’s decent. 


Investigation into the supposed 
drowning back in New York re- 


veals the mate very much alive and 
instigating disillusionment for the 
young mariner regarding the girl 
make his wife. Illness of the 

brings the couple together 
again. Story starts in one of those 
Sadie Thompson spots and sets a 
conventional course for port. Noth- 
ing much, other than the infant, to 
enliven the trip. 

With most of the ladies of the 
theatre agreeing that to portray a 
harlot is one of the easiest of char- 
acterizations, and most nursing a 
desire to get their hands on such 
role, it remains to be said that Miss 
Colbert doesn’t do much with this 
assignment. She’s a better actress 
than this film permits her to be 
while, as previously mentioned, for 
Cooper it’s one of those things. ‘Hig 
Woman’ won't mean anything to 
either of the principals, 

The long cast which goes with 
this picture holds no important 
personalities and the majority con- 
tribute but routine continuity bits. 
There is some comedy, however, 
from the Negro stewards as por- 
trayed by Hamtree Harrington, fa- 
miliar in Broadway colored revues, 
and Sidney Easton. 

Made in the east, the picture looks 
inexpensive but fulfills production 
demands, Sid. 


BROKIGA BLAD 


(Scattered Pages) 
(SWEDISH MADE) 
(Revue) 

S censk Fiimindusiri production and 
Scandinavian ‘ralking Pictures release. 
Stars Gosta Ekman. Directed by Edvin 
Adalphson; music Jules Silvain. Cast: 
Valdemar Dalquist, Vera Nilsson, Hakan 
Westergreen and Sigurd Wallen. <At the 
Fifth Ave., N. Y¥., week Noy, 27. Running 

time, 835 minus. 


baby 








Easily the best of the Swedish 
films ever shown on this side. Pic- 
ture ought to have no trouble get- 
ting money wherever there is a 
Swedish clientele. Too much talk for 
anyone not understanding the lan- 
guage. 

It's a musical revue with many 
Swedish stars inserted. No way of 
telling who is who unless recog- 
nizable by the Scandinavians them- 
selves. Most all the participants 
handle themselves well and seer to 
have sufficient personality and ver- 
satility to please, 

Starts with a melodramatic bit, 
overemphasized enough for 
lesque. In the middle of it a young 
man walks in to interrupt and tell 
the participants that’s not what the 
audience wants. He packs them 
into a car and takes them to the 
tcapital, where follows a tour of the- 


technically the picture is about par. 
Kauf. 


















picture unfolding too!,.. ‘ 
A : jhas been 
many barnacles which cling to the} 





a walk-through part for Cooper | 
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! 
‘The Battle of Gallipoli.’ In England | 


it was known as ‘Tell England,’ 
Which is a better title because it 
suggests so many things. Only thing 
that can be said for it is that it’s 
better than most British films seen 
on this side. 

No attempt to do anything very 
much different in a film way than 
seen. All the usual stuff 
is here again, the bayonets driving 
into their objectives, the barbed 
wire, the bursting shells, the ragged 
nerves and the two school boys who 


fight through till one the other 
die, May be the stuff is no longer 
\effective because so repetitious, but 
the suspicion creeps through that 
the British failed to instill the film 
with that littk something that 
nakes it convincing 
For war films there's probably no 
nicer way of saying that ‘Battle of 
Gallipoli lacks guts 
Chief acting is done by Carl Hai 
bord and Tony Bruce, both good 


looking youngsters, who convince as 
school kids mixed into something 
they can’t figure out. Only femme 
part, a small one, is handled by Fay 


RECKLESS LIVING 


Universal proluction and release Die 


receted by Cyril Gardiner Cast: Ricardo 
Cortez, Mae Clark, Norman Forster, Mae 
|} rie Prevost Slim Summerville. At the 
Y.. week Dec. 4. Rune 


} ning time, about €0 


Warner theatre, N 


minutes, 


Lukewarm entertainment for the 
class B's and under. Story is to 
blame, being loosely knit, with an 


inclination to go.completely off the 
track on irrelevant detail. 


It's one of those horse race yarns 
vhich tal bout betting without 
s] I t ick It may have 

f I ling, but the 

nd f f lephone calls 

t scre i sus n in- 

ere i p> KROCUASS back- 
rround.,. 

Ir etw t ringir bells 

©! < é © ut is ess- 

! booki who is trying to 
nake a man irist forget her mare 
riage vows. Cortez makes a gentle- 
manly bookie and Norman Foster 
suffices as the dumb but knowing 
husband Mage Clark fits as the 


|; Wife. If it weren't for a careful 
perusal of the cast few would know 
|} that the part of a female drunk is 
played by Marie Prevost. 


Compton as the mother of one of 
the boys. Let that rest. 
That the film was made—so says| 


| the program—with the assistance of 
the British Admiralty may help it 
|sell somewhat in Britain. In New 
York it’s not likely to mean very} 
much, Bad sounding makes it 
worse 

Anthony Asquith, who directed 


which the first mate recognizes her | 


seems to have some imagination and 
ability. May be away from war 
stuff he will turn out something 
|} worth while for his country. 
Kauf, 
-_—_™~~—<“—CSS—C‘“‘C er 
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bur- | 





perience helps him in the talker |atres, cabarets, beaches, etc., with 
work. specialties thrown in every place 
A show girl is murdered shortly Music is fair, if reminiscent, and | 


| 
{ 
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EL AMOR SOLFEANDO 


(‘Love to Music’) 
(SPANISH MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Cinaes-Renacimiento production: Spanis 

Film Exchange release. Featuring Im- 
perio Argentina, with cast, including La- 
lentin Parera, Ortiz de Zarate and Alady. 
Direction Robert Florey. Supervision 
Xavier Gill. From a story by sous- 
quet and H. Falk. At San Jose, New 
York, week Nov. 27. Running time S85 
minutes, 





By 


Amor 
smooth 


‘El 
be a 


all ordinary. standards 
Solfeando’ ought to 
money-maker in Spanish 
territory, but it is impossible to 
fathom Spanish likes and dislikes 
in pictures. 
goms of Spanish exist it is almost 
always safe to say most of 
Spanish speaking peoples don't un- 
derstand pictures in their own 
language, unless it’s in the partic- 
ular Spanish of the community. 
This picture is claimed to have been 
made in Madrid, so in Spain it 
ought to be good. What South 
Americans and Mexicans will think 
of it is a different story. 

In fairness to the film, it is the 
first Spanish talker shown in New 
York that seems to have gotten an 
attempt at production. Technically 
it’s well made and it must have 
cost quite a bit. One item to show 
this is the inclusion of the Plaza- 
Tiller girls from London for a 
couple of mild stage scenes, Maybe 
the girls happened to be in Madrid 
for a stage show at the time, but 
it's added expense, which most 
Spanish film makers seem to avoid. 

Story is pretty good. A cheating 
wife is followed by her husband 
so recruits a stranger to make be- 
lieve he’s her singing teacher. It 
works, but the husband engages the 
same man to give lessons on the 
side to his mistress. Gives the fel- 
low an idea a..d he sets up a fancy 
studio as a singing teacher, getting 
away with it, although not know- 
ing one note from another. Piano 
player who helps him fool his cus- 
tomers falls in love with him for the 
complications, with a wedding 
finish. 

Nicely acted most of the way. No 
comment on individual perform- 
ances through lack of program or 
credit sheets. Lead is an excep- 
tionally pretty girl, with the juve 
a nice actor looking like Jack 
Gilbert. 

Music is just fair, although one 
tango is nice and maw catch on. 
Kauf. 


BALINESE LOVE 


J. W. Jackson 
Picture Epics release Tom 
tured as lecture At the 
YP house, N. Y as half of 
ture. Running time, 42 mins, 


production and Talking 
Terriss fea- 
Fifth Ave 


double fea- 


Supposed to be made on the Is- 
land of Bali, ‘where nakedness in 


women is considered a 
purity.’ 


| cheap imitation of ‘Tabu’ (Par). It 


|has 


|} is so 


| daughter, 


| lov ©! 


not, like ‘Tabu,’ however, 
photography or local color to back 
it up. It’s a badly made, and poorls 
faked tale of ‘love among savage 
That most of the picture is faked 
evident that it hurts the 
thentic portions. Supposedly 
tells a story of the chieftain’ 
who is ordered buried 
her father when he di¢« 
rescues her, Pretty poo! 


with 


|} done throughout. 


Some of the actual stuff is prett: 


and cut down to a two-reeler as 
|travelog it ought to sell easily. 
Perhaps okay for donble-f 


y 


ng vecause ol 





: : . | western 
So many varying jar- | 


the | 





sign of | 
This picture is patently a} 


Little chance the director as 


1or 


well as players, Waly. 
RANGE LAW 
Fay y tine . nat ed 
b PP} Loser story b Earle Snell Ken 
Maynard featured Cas Frances Dade 
Frank Mayo, Jack Rockwell, Lafe McKee 
‘ i «harles King At Loew's New York. 
One dar De ] a half deuble f ire 
I ne, 6 nu 
An action western above average, 
Story is simple bu* interesting and 
worked out so that it always keeps 


moving. Class of fans at 
is pointed should approve. 
Maynard escapes from jail, where 


Which it 


he has been confined for a crime he 
did not commit. He suspects the 
party framed him and starts ona 


pursuit of proof. While on the trail, 


a coach is robbed and the driver 
killed. Maynard is also accused of 
this act. After a series of gun and 


fist fights Maynard is cleared of all 
charges. 
Frances 


Dade is the girl who is 


engaged to marry the heavy. May- 
nard breaks up the marriage, kid- 
naps the girl and finally wins her, 


Miss Dade looks attractive and has 
more of a part than customary for 
heroines. She handles the 
role nicely. 

Maynard is his usual gun totin’, 
hard ridin’, two-fisted self. A 
snappy knuckle fray is injected 
toward the end with our hero beat- 
ing up two of the outlaws. 


—— 


CIRCULEZ 


(‘Move On’) 
(FRETICH MADE) 
aris, Nov. 25. 
Ozso production and release. Directed by 
Jean de Limur from a Leopold Marchand 
scenario. Music by Fred Parly and P, 
Chagnon. Made at* Natan studios. Rh. C. A 





sound. Running time, 85 minutes. At the 
Olympia, Paris. Stars Dorville; features 
Germaine Aussey, Marcel Carpenticr and 
Pierre Brasseur. 

Hollywood experience of the di- 
rector, Jean de Limur, makes this 
film a possible programmer, to- 
gether with some witty dialog, 


Script takes some pokes at the po- 
lice. 

Story is that of a policeman who, 
when he was a non-com in the 
army, had under him the son of a 
cabinet minister. Latter seduces the 
cop’s daughter and eventually mar- 
ries her, despite his father’s objec- 
tions. 

Dorville, who is in legit the star 
of the Bouffes Parisiens, films ex- 
ceedingly well and is as. good on 
the screen as stage. Germaine Aus- 
sey, as the daughter, is fair sgup- 
port. The son is played by Pierre 
Brasseur, also from the theatre, 
Sound and photography fair. 

Mari, 


Mary’s Start in. Die Ehe 


(‘Mary’s Start Into Matrimony’) 


(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, Nov. 12. 


Schulz and Wuellner production and ree 
lease. Direction Johannes Meyer. Manue 
script Hermann Kosterlitz and Wolfgang 
Wilhelm, Music Dr. Felix Guenther. Are 
chitecture Erich Zander. Photography 
Carl Puth: sound Hans Grimm. Recorded 
on Tobis-Klanefilm. Casts: Hermann Vale 
lentin, Eva Speyer, Jenr Jugo, Fritz 
Odema, Hermann Thimig Eva Schmidte 


Kayser, Han Arnstaedt, Kurt Lilien, 
Marta Ziegler W. Roxtir Schoene 
ing, Richar lLudwe, Max Wilmsen and 
Cavl Swir rr Running t ‘ 72 mine 
utes At I Kurfuerstendamnm Rerlin. 

Charming film comedy full of 
ideas has been made with small 


resources. One has seen 


pictures by the di- 


roduction 
but middle -class 


rector, Johannes Meyer up to now, 
All the nicer is the surprise to 
spend such an entertaining evening, 
This picture will have a very good 
box office eee 
Manuse! hows a refreshing 
! ulitv. At least in the new 
de ( y how the au-« 
thors, Hermat Kosterlitz and 
vane Wilheim, understanding 
ring fun} ind logical gags withe 
out losing the thread of the story. 


A young girl runs away trom 


home because she loes not want 
fiance selected for her. In the 
(Continued on page 21) 
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FRENCH CENSOR 


JOB BEGGING 


—_——- 


Paris, Dec. 7. 


Despite all the fuss over ‘Beg- 
gar’s Opera’ (WE) and the talk 
that Censor Ginisty was out as a 


result, Ginisty remains at his post. 

Reason’s said to be that nobody 
wants the censor job. Everybody 
approached would rather sleep at 
night. 





Superimposed Titles 
Only Chance, Laemmle 
Says, Despite Program 





Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Universal will go heavy on super- 
imposed title editions of its domes- 


tics for the foreign market next 
year, according to Carl Laemmle, 
Sr. Latter states that direct for- 


eign versions and synced pictures 
have proved ‘there’s no substitute 
for American films.’ 

Although the company is now 
about to put into production three 
direct Spanish pictures, Universal's 
head states that in his estimation 
the only solution for foreign picture 


trade is the superimposed titled 
variety. 
This is true, he states, of all 


languages except German. 

U’s three dialog Spanish pictures 
must be completed by March 1, as 
they are to be delivered in South 
America at that time. Richard Har- 
lan is handling the Spanish unit for 
U. First dialoger is to start this 
month, and will star Jose Vilches in 
a story laid in an insane asylum, ° 





Germany-Austria Exchange 


Berlin, Dec. 7. 


Attempt is being made to reach 
an understanding on picture ex- 
change between Germany and Aus- 
tria, with some sort of new con- 
tingent arrangement probable for 
the near future, 

Several film industrials from 
Vienna are here now talking to 
Spio execs. Spio is the head-or- 
ganization for the German film in- 
dustry. Among the Viennese here 
are Pilezer, Schnek and Reich. 


Six Mos.’ Leeway for 


Kuechenmeister’s Debts 


Berlin, Dec. 7. 

Kuechenmeister’s of Amsterdam 
has arranged for a six-month ex- 
tension of their stillhalte, with Am- 
sterdam creditors agreeing to hold 
off that much longer. 

Kuechenmeister lineup will con- 
tinue unchanged for the time being. 





Kuechenmeister Internationale 
Maatschappij voor Acoustiec is the 
holding company in Amsterdam for 
all the Tobis branches in Germany, 
France, New York, etc. They faced 
some financial difficulties last Au- 
gust as the result of the failure of 
the Gramophone Company Ultra- 
phone. Conditions got worse when 
the German Tobis company found 
itself paper poor as the result of 
having too many outstanding debts. 
License fees and other moneys due 
Tobis in Berlin are uncollectable 


under present conditions in Ger- 
many. 
« ‘Stillhalte mentioned in cable 


means Tobis will undoubtedly be 
able to arrange its finances so as 
to go ahead, as previously. 

Possibility still seems likely that 
Tobis and Klangfilm will get to- 
gether in Germany, that giving 
Siemens and the AEG controlling 
interest in European talker patents, 
and indirectly giving Western Elec- 
tric (American) a hold on the other 
side. 





FRENCH FILMING ABROAD 
Paris, Nov. 28. 
French production developing out 
of France. Following UFA’s ‘Con- 
gress Dance’ made in Germany, 
Warner Brothers are starting in 
England in the Teddington studios 
a French filmization of ‘Seven Sin- 
ners,’ to be titled ‘Le Soir des Rois.’ 
Picture will be adapted and dia- 
loged by Paul Vialar, and directed 
by Daumery. Limited French studio 
facilities is a special inducement to 
producers to work abroad, 


SCHLESINGERS TAKE 
HAYDEN’S OPPOSITION 


Combination of the Sidney Hay- 
den Kinema theatre and film in- 
terests with the African Theatres, 
Ltd., and African Films, 
announced in New York. Combo 
takes effect as of Jan. 4. 1932, under 
names of African Consolidated The- 
atres, Ltd., and African 
dated Films, Ltd. I. W. Schlesinger 
is the chairman of the new combo 

At one time the two parties fig- 
ured in a court duel instituted by 
the Hayden interests and concerned 
an alleged libel with the Hayden 
side proving victorious. 

Hayden's had been the first real 
opposition the Schlesingers had 
ever encountered in Africa. The 
Schlesingers employed the custom- 
ary opposition tactics against the 
Hayden group and theatres but the 
system failed to properly work. 
That the Schlesingers finally had 
to take over the Hayden opposition 
through combining with it bears out 
the original reports of the Hayden 
campaign, that it was intended as a 
sell-out to Schlesinger. This Hay- 
den denied, but at that time he had 
had no offer. 





Ltd., is 


Consoli- 





Store Show Cycle 


(Continued from page 1) 


They return to the very birth strug- 
gles of vaudeville. 

Like the first start of vaude in 
Chicago, these dime joints are spot- 
ted in the cheap john, flophouse and 
second-hand clothes districts. The 
first four to open were on the south 
and west sides of the loop outskirts. 
This one is on the near north side 
on Clark street. On the same north 
Clark street where first began 
vaude in the midwest. In the old 
days this slab of town was plas- 
tered with cheap. store’ shows, 
blocks of ’em spotted right next 
to each other, each using sidewalk 
spielers. For a nickel. 

Today the price is a dime, but it’s 
the same idea. Except that they 
are at present leaning more to 
cheap burleycue than to vaude, 


Young Talent 


Some moaning lately among 
vaude agents and bookers that 
vaude can’t come back because 


there’s no longer a training school 
for the new talent. Perhaps this is 
the answer. Such houses as these 
were the schools for vaude in the 
years past, and there’s no reason 
why they shouldn’t serve the same 
purpose in the future. 

It’s been years since the Stone 
theatre was shuttered. It used to 
be a cheap picture house long before 
sound. When the talkers came this 
house curled, unable to pay fer talk 
machinery. 

Physically it is like the other four 
honkies; all of which date back to 
the period of the early century. 
Old-fashioned in-built box office 
and entrance. Maybe 300 seats in 
the long, narrow store; a stage that 
sets up above the audience like a 
picture frame. Width perhaps for 
four girls—thin ones; height, say 
eight feet. No footlights, the few 
bulbs being spotted above. Natu- 
rally, a roll curtain. This curtain 
blocked off, and in one of the blocks 
was printed ‘Space for rent.’ No 
ads. 

Piano Orchestra 


Music here is a piano operated by 
a Mr. Kelly, who is announced to 
write all his songs and who rattles 
off a vocal solo for an interlude. 
There are two casts, white and col- 
ored, each carrying about seven 
persons. Each portion takes about 
45 minutes, then a wait to clear the 
house (that’s a gag when the audi- 
ence consists of a dozen or so more 
or less slumbering men), and a try 
to sell a few candy bars. 

Show is something that passeth 
description. A girl warbles a vocal 
number, patters off into some fake 
dancing, in which she is backed by 
another pair of faking gals who 
suddenly, and without ceremony, 
come from the sides. Their voices 
are unmentionable and their danc- 
ing is not, 

The audience watches the whole 
process in a dull stupor and snug- 
gles deeper into the overcoats which 
they haven’t removed, Three men 
in for comedy; two as tramp 
clowns, the other straight. Comedy 
attempts to be naughty, but doesn't 
know how. J: st weas, shamefaced 
dirt. 

Fanny Fakirs 





This same shamefaced aspect de- 


FILM CAUSES FAINTS 





Anti - Disease Picture, ‘Fiend in 
Blood,’ Showing in Paris 





Paris, Dec. 7. 
Several persons fainted at the 
first showing of ‘Fiend in Blood,’ 


sensational German  anti-disease 
(venereal) film, current at the Pal- 


ace, Picture adapted into 
Viel. 

Advertising on the film advises 
sensitive people not to come to the 


theatre. 


was 


French by Marguerite 


Oscar Dufrenne, who produced 
the French version and is currently 
running for Parliament, made a 
public statement calling the picture 
a meritorious project. 





Some people fainted at the Cam- 
eo, New York, recently when an- 
other German film, ‘Song of Life,’ 
was shown, revealing a _ surgical 
operation. 


No 2-a-Day Film House 
In Londoa; $23,830 
Is Big for ‘Dances 





? 


London, Dec. 7. 

‘Congress Dances,’ Erik Charrell's 
Ufa picture with Lillian Harvey 
starred, will gross around 7,000 
pounds ($23,800) for its first week 
at the Tivoli. Figure is exception- 
ally high, beating ‘Raffles’ (UA). 

Paramount’s British talker ‘Man 
of Mayfair’ is doing nicely at the 
Carlton despite press rappings at 
the opening. Gross will be around 
4,000 pounds ($13,600) for the first 
week and picture will probably stay 
a month. Theatre went continuous 
for this film, meaning the passing 
of the last of London's two-a-day 
film houses. 


NOVA SCOTIA CENSORS 
BARRED 45 OF 1,632 


Dec. 7. 





St. John, N. B., 
Board of © nsors of Nova Scotia 
has revealed that it condemned 
more films this year than during 
any year since its inception. The 
number for the fiscal year is 435. 
Board banned all gang pictures ex- 
cept one. 


Censors examined 1,632 _ films; 
1,522 were fully approved and of 
the balance 65 were passed after 
certain revisions and 45 were barred 
completely. 


—_——= 


Radio-Metro Each Have 
Foreign Film for Release 


Two German pictures, ‘Theft of 
the Mona Lisa’ (Tobis), and ‘Con- 
gress Dances’ (Ufa), have been 
taken by American companies for 
distribution on this side. First goes 
to Radio and will be released next 
season as dubbed in New York. 
Second picture was made in an 
English version by Ufa on the other 
side and will be issued by Metro 
rignt away. There is also a French 
print of this picture which has 
been a success abroad. 








tracts from the childish wake at 
cooching and hip-waving. The gals 
are obviously untried in the fanny 
flapping and approach the job in 
such an embarrassed. manner that 
they merely succeed in making the 
audience uncomfortable. 


It is a sidelight of pertinence that 
the cheap stabs at dirty comedy and 
dancing left this audience flat as a 
20-year-old dime; that the biggest 
moment of the show was strictly an 
old-time vaude bit—the singing of 
‘Down by the Old Mill Stream’ with 
gestures. 

More and more these honky joints 
are veering away from their early 
burleycue ideas and beginning to 
find better results with vaude. On 
the far south side of the loop dis- 
trict the competition is keenest. 


They formerly advertised: ‘Red 
Hot Burlesque.’ That was two 
months ago. No more. The new 
advertising carries the word ‘Bur- 
lesque’ still, but added are the 
other lines: ‘Songs, dances and 
funny comedians. Also standard 


vaudeville acts.’ 
Mavbe that gag about things run- 
ning in cycle can be used to cover 





this situation, 


KANE HERE IN JANUARY 
TO FRAME PAR POLICY 


Paris, Dec. 7. 
T. Kane will sail on the 
‘Bremen’ Jan. 8, for a short visit to 


Robert 


Matters to be discussed, 

the policy of 
j}foreign production, is the advisa- 
| bility of multi-linguals in Joinville, 
Lor establis other production 
|centers in Europe; also the making 
of English quota pictures. 

The Joinville studios have been in 
existence than two years and 
j}are by now far the most important 
production machine in France. After 
a first period of trial and error 
where they experimented by making 
a considerable number of shorts, 
and tested the market-in adapting 
American films in as many as seven 
languages, they have now changed 
their policy better to suit the re- 
quirements of the market as re- 
ported by the selling force. 

It has been found more profitable 
to restrict the number of languages 
and to make originals from local 
| scenar with dubbing restricted 
;} to countries unable to support ver- 
except in the case of a few 
specially selected spectacular pro- 
ductions where dialog is of minor 
importance. Fred Bacos, head of 
the administrative department of 
the studios, sails with Kane. 


the States. 





apart from general 


hing 


less 





ios, 


| sions, 


EVANS’ TALK CALLED CHAT 


With If and Buts Could Draw 500 
Indies Into Co-op Thing 











London, Dec. 7. 

William Evans brought the status 
of the co-operative society out into 
the open by calling a meeting of 
the members at which he announced 
that arrangements have been made 
with about 500 indie exhibs to join 
his society providing he can get 
pictures. To do that, says Evans, 
he will leave for America within a 
fortnight to negotiate direct with 
picture people there. 

If Evans sails and puts over his 
proposition, over-riding the London 
offices of American companies, he 
will undoubtedly gain his objective. 
Plenty people around claim Evans’ 
sailing talk is just chatter. 


Hire Halls for Advance 
Work en Winter Resorts 


The Hague, Nov. 26. 


As the winter resorts in Germany 
and Switzerland fear that business 
will be poor this winter, the travel- 
ing bureau in Holland is making 
use of films boosting winter sports. 
They hire halls in which these pic- 
tures are screened, 

The big department stores bright- 
en the sessions with mannequin pa- 
rades demonstrating the winter 
sport modes. 


Belfradge Sticking 


Cedric Belfradge, picture critic of 
the London ‘Express,’ is not leaving 
that job, he informs ‘Variety’ by 
cable. ‘Variety’ eeported him being 
replaced by Dennis Dunburn, cur- 
rently in Hollywood for the London 
‘Times.’ 

‘Variety’ is a grand sheet,’ wired 
Belfradge, ‘but really exclamation 
mark my retiremen€ is scandalous- 
ly exaggerated.’ 











ARTHUR LEE’S NEW CO. 
The Fifth Ave. Playhouse, New 
York, has changed hands again. 
Present lessee is a new corpora- 
tion headed by Arthur Lee, of 
Ameranglo. Edward Ricci is in 


with Lee and is handling the the- 
atre, 

Proposal is to use the house for 
first run foreign films other than 


German and few French pictures, 





SUES FOR YEAR SALARY 

Suit for $6,200 has been filed by 
Charles Strakosch against Tobis 
Forenfilms in New York for al- 


agreement. 
Strakosch was manager of the 
Vanderbilt theatre for Tobis. 
Rumors on Leicester Sq. 
London, Dec. as 
Rumor here United Artists will 


take over the Leicester Square the- 
when RKO ends in March. 
Another report has it the theatre 
revert to Jack Buchanan, the 
actor, 


atre 


will 





YUGOSLAV LAW 
GUARDS HOME 
FILM TRADE 


Belgrade, Dec. 7. 
The Yugoslav government yestere- 
day published its new decree deal- 
ing 
ing 
with special reference to promoting 


with its 


the 


program for protect- 


domestic film business, 


native production. 

It provides that within a month 
a state ‘Centrale’ shall be 
ized charged with the control of all 
film 
courage home 


organ- 


imports and measures to en- 
manufacture. 


To this end, for every 1,000 me- 
tres of imported product the im- 
porter must produce or buy from a 
native producer 70 metres of native 
film. After Dec. 31, 1933, the figure 
jumps to 150 metres of native prod- 
uct for each 1,000 of imports, ratio 
for silents being in silents and 
sound in sound. 

Failure to meet this contingent 
involves a penalty of 50 dinars 
(equivalent to 1.75 cents per dinar) 
per metre of silent film and 100 
dinars per metre of talkers. Decree 
requires that each program contain 
at least 10% of cultural subjects 
on a footage basis, and half such 
cultural product must be of native 
manufacture, 

Under the ‘cultural’ classification 
are understood to come hygienic, 
economic, social, scientific and also 
actual newsreel material. Penalties 
for violation of the regulations run 


as high as 29,000 dinars, all fines 
going into the funds of the State 


Centrale. 

New law also calls for state cen- 
sorship. All films, native and for- 
eign, must be registered for release 
with the Centrale, which will ine 
spect them. 


In Hollywood—Moscow 
Debate Only One Side 
Heard—2 Sidestepped 


Upward of 2,000 persons crowded 
the theatre of the New School for 
Social Research Sunday night (6) 
at $1 a head to listen to an adver- 
tised symposium on Hollywood vs. 
Moscow in Cinema. What they ac- 
tually heard was a_ three-sided 
drubbing of Hollywood, without a 
word on the other side because tiie 
two speakers scheduled to take the 
other side, Mike Simmons and Sam 
Ornitz, failed to show. 
suddently called to the coast to do 


some writing and Simmons sent a 
telegram alieging indigestion. 

Mike Gold, radical writer, Profes- 
sor H. W. LL. Dana and Waldo 
Frank made their speeches anyway. 
None of them could think of a good 
word for Ho.lywood or its product, 
All could think of only good words 
for Moscow and its film product. 
Two, Gold and Frank, admitted they 
were well known writers but had 
never accepted the ‘wages of sin- 
ema’, They didn’t mention whether 
they had been asked to. 

According to Gold, who started 
the thing off, the only objection he 
had ever heard against Russian 
films is that they are called propa- 
ganda. But propaganda, he claims, 
also comes from Hollywood, all the 
pictures sent out by Americans be- 
ing ‘really propaganda for the Cap- 
italist system’. 

The speeches over, the $1 
tomers were asked to contribute to 
a collection and the baskets were 
passed around. Then some tussian 
films were shown to those left. 








Ornitz was 


cuse 





leged unpaid salary on a one year | 


The money, it was explained, 
would be used for the Interna- 
tional Labor Defense. 


PIOUS FILM CO. BROKE 


Prague, Dec. 1. 
T) Gong film company, which 
produced the first native film in 
| Czechoslovakia, the St. Vaclav film, 


j 
i 


{ 
i 


} port 


telling of the life of the first Chris- 
tian ruler of Bohemia, has gone in 
the hands of a receiver. 

The St. Vaclav film did not prove 
. financial success, despite the sup<- 
given it by the government 
and the Catholic church, 
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Theatre Advertising as Indicated 


From Various Cities 
On Week Days 
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Times SQUARE 


WORLD’S WONDER THEATRES 


* TOMORROW! pine room 





THE MAN WHO - 





MADE A MONSTER! 


NEW YORK C4 Ty 






The romance drama of 
a gay adventurer who 
fought and loved his 
way around the world— 
and a girl he met under 
strange circumstances! 
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WE'RE MOVING IN TONIGHT at 7:30 p, m. 








Tonite JAMES CAGNEY 
(Himself) IN, PERSON 
Aad tom'w et 10 e.m. JMMY Wit 
START THE TICKET SALE in the Strend 

Bes-offi FiasT so F 


JAMES } RONOES THeke AOMITIEO REE! 


CAGNEY «“BLONDELL 


wizards of the wisecrack! Give them a hand 
for their first comedy cyclone. Their peppy 
patter will be id conversation in 
this town within a fortnight. Come 
prepared to laugh and you'll stay to howl! 


“BLONDE CRAZY” 


A WP arees Brew Loagh Rist—eeinh Fi 40 she BLONDES -= HOLLYWOOD 


——— 
You can't help being craty ever tacos Vitaphone Shorta: 
RIPLEY in hie inimitable “Believe It or Not” 
RUDY DOEFT world’s greatest eaxophoniat in “Darn Tootin 
& MERRY MELOOIE— “Hitting the Trail to Hallelujab Land” 





Bigger and Better Ghowe at REDUCED PRICES 
The AND 8 new price acale effective with thie big Warner Hit 


WAT. tc wer. Mm. lee se fter 10:30 7. @. 


on. 35¢ 0. S00 G0c 0» 15e\ G00 


CONTINVOUS FPIRIFSCRRANCE—MIONITE SHOWS 























For The First Time! 


GARY COOPER 
CLAUDETTE COLBE 


She mocked him — 
ecorned him — 
laughed at him 


“HIS WOMAN” — her 

past to shield — her 

future to protect. 
A Peremount Picture 


of all-star stage entertainmens! 





JANS and WHALEN 
Pierce & Harris Candreva Bros. 
Harry losee = Dave Gould Girls 
RUBINOFF —Peremount Orchestra 
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse CRAWFORD 


at the new stage organs 

00KLYR 

Gala Anniversary Show! 
Crowning 


the achievements of three 
yeare se Brooklyn's leading theatre! 


RUSS KOLUMRO 
Casa & Leha— 


ay Merle Clark & Elsie Thompson 
Estra Added Attraction 











ANGELES 


THE STAR AND THE 


PICTURE 
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taking 
story of a 
glorious 
woman 
who didn’t 
wait to be 
































MELVYN DOUGLAS 


Deringly directed by MERVYN LEROY 


SAMUEL GOLDWYN 
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CHRISTMAS SHOPPERS 


DEC.10:24. 


Courtesy— 
ENGLEWOOD BUSINESS 
MEN'S ASSOCIATION. 


and 
Qiblix-Balaban &Katz 


SOUTHTOWN 


THEATER 63” nearHalsted 
CG OPENING 


ristmas Day 
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Jumbled Boards 


Posters upside down have been 
used to gain extra attention, but 
the jumbled board seems to be 
something new, though it is de- 
veloped from old vaudeville acts 
which date back 30 or 40 years. 
Fanchon & Marco have an Idea out 
this season which uses the device, 
each of the girls painting a block 
which when assembled makes a 
complete picture. 

For outdoor use it requires 24 
squares of compoboard of one-sheet 


size, with one sheet of the paper 
pasted to each square. These are 
tacked to the billboard, but in ir- 


regular order and permitted to stay 
up for a day or two in that posi- 
tion before they are rearranged to 
give the proper poster, which can 
be quickly done. 

The chances are that it will keep 
the phone busy, but that merely 
gives an opportunity for further 
sales talk. Even a single sheet 
misplaced will often bring a dozen 
calls, and the board completely 
jumbled will be even more provoca- 
tive to the people who love to re- 
port the errors of others. 

Only a one timer, so save it for 
something big. Paint over with 
waterglass (silicate of soda), to 
prevent a washdown. 


Pirates for Corsair 


Most masquerade and costume 
parties are apt to bring out more 
girl pirates than anything else. The 
girls know the costume is_ pic- 
turesque and shows their limbs off 


nicely. Many have such costumes, 
so it should be a comparatively 
simple matter to stage a pirate 


contest in connection with ‘Corsair.’ 

Hold it for the week of the show- 
ing, and if possible arrange with 
the newspaper to have a photog- 
rapher there, if you cannot get your 
local picture gallery to make gratis 
prints in the hope of selling copies 
to the contestants themselves. Stunt 
should boost business and cost only 
the price of a loving cup at the 
most. 

Employment 

Several managers are using the 
odd jobs idea, recently mentioned, 
to help the unemployed tide over, 
but another plan is a_ theatre 
agency for jobs. Announced that 
all who desire may register free, 
and employers are urged to call the 
theatre when needing permanent 
help. 

No great volume of work is re- 
ported as being obtained, but the 
stunt listens well and now and then 
someone does get a job through this 
means. It helps keep the theatre 
prominent in the community. 





Paper Weights 

Odd bits of 2x4s should be sawed 
into 15-inch lengths, painted in a 
bright color and lettered with some 
house slogan for distribution to 
newsdealers to be used in holding 
down their newspapers. Most will 
welcome some tidy weight to offset 
high winds, and they will remain on 
the stands at least until the end 
of spring. 

Can either be made a permanent 
appeal or, if considered worth the 
trouble, painted up for current at- 
tractions, two sets being used. 


Helping the Patron 


With a national magazine run- 
ning a sliced portrait contest, man- 
agers are bothered with innumer- 
able requests for identification. To 
busy men this is a time eater, and 
to refuse to assist is perhaps only 
natural, but it is not going to help 
business. In similar contests man- 
agers have earned a lot of ill will 
through gruff refusals. 

'The other extreme seems to be 
posting the identifications in the 
lobby as soon as each issue appears. 
This has been tried, but it robs the 
stunt of that suggestion of intimate 
assistance which carries the great- 
est value. 

The best stunt so far reported 
is a manager who designates one 
of the girl ushers as an informa- 
tion bureau. Help is not volun- 
teered, but when asked for, any 
house employee refers the patron 
to the designated usher. The pa- 
tron then goes away feeling that 
here is real help. It may seem 
tommyrot to the manager, but it 
is so important to the contestant. 


A Lady Painter 


A. C. Raleigh, whose death was 
reported from Seattle, was one of 
the pioneer hustlers and one of the 
first to develop the use of flasher 
buttons for lobby displays. He used 
them to back revolver shots, to 
wink eyes and to suggest a man 
puffing on a cigar or cigarette, and 
this in a day when effects were 
more seldom used than now. 

Perhaps Raleigh's most unique 
stunt was pulled when he was run- 
ning a theatre in Butte. He wanted 
to work the woman sign painter 
stunt and was unable to find a girl 


Who possessed both the nerve and 
the ability to fill in a sign. He got 








Publix Toyland 


Through an arrangement 
with Lord & Taylor, New York 


department ‘store, the Eliza- 
bethan Room of the Para- 
mount theatre will be given 


over to L. & T. for a Xmas 
toyland show. In addition to 
the display, L. & T. will fur- 
nish instructors on backgam- 
mon and bridge. 

Starts Friday (11) and runs 
until Christmas. 











a blonde wig, had a pair of red vel- 
vet bloomers, made from an old 
drape, and did the job himself. As 
his make-up could not stand a very 
close inspection, he had himself 
lowered from the roof instead of 
going up a ladder, but he put the 
idea over for big business. 


Mystery M. C. 

Competent directors of kiddie 
clubs are, or can be made, a vital 
asset. Generally the press agent, 
the manager, organizer or some 
other house worker comes out to 
jazz things up, but one club is mak- 
ing a cleanup with a mystery char- 
acter, @ person who is seen only 
during the club sessions and who is 
Supposed to vanish as soon as the 
meeting is concluded. 

So great is the interest he arouses 
that children have been known to 
wait two or three hours at the stage 
door, hoping to catch him he 
makes his exit. 

The mystery character really is 
the house sign writer. He uses a 
clown make-up, and the youngsters 
are fascinated by the mystery angle, 
with the result that he can keep 
things going at top speed with half 
the effort required from the straight 
m. c. or organist. 





as 


Play for Photographers 

If you have ‘Over the Hill’ make 
a special drive on the photography 
with appeals to both still and 16mm. 
amateurs. They are interested in 
good photographic work, and they 
will enjoy the many unusual effects 
in this picture. 

Appeal ought to be particularly 
directed to the. motion photog- 
raphers, who are usually more in- 
terested in indoor lighting. 

Work through the camera clubs, 
if any, and through kodak dealers 
and agents for developing concerns. 


Posted Newspapers 


Several. small town houses are 
using a ‘newspaper’ of which only 
one copy is produced. This takes 
the form of a bulletin board in the 
mezzanine. It consists of local 
news. gossip, and wisecracks about 
the coming shows. 

No advertising permitted for 
other than the house, but local mer- 
chants are given mention of bar- 
gain sales on the grounds that this 
information is news to the women 
patrons. Only stipulation is that 
the theatre shall be given the item 
in advance of circular work. As the 
local paper is issued but once a 
week, this is a convenience both to 
the merchants and their women 
patrons. 


Looking for Pointers 


Midwest theatre has writing desks 
in both lounges and on the mez- 
zanine floor. On each there is a 
small box with a slot and above it 


a framed sign, which reads, ‘The 
management will appreciate any 
suggestions or criticism from the 


patrons—particularly suggestions. 

One patron suggested an idea 
which has netted the theatre sev- 
eral hundred dollars and is still 
working. 

Where a name and address are 
added, a personal letter of thanks 
or explanation is sent, and a pass 
is added if the suggestion is of real 
value. 


One Good Turn, Etc. 
Chicago. 
Making use of a real estate 
longing to a new theatre not to be 
opened until Christmas Day, Dave 


be- 


Lipton, of B. & K., secured the 
thankful co-operation and aid of 
the entire neighborhood commer- 
cial field. 


Adjacent to the new South town 
theatre is a lot to hold 1,000 cars 
for its patrons. Neighborhood mer- 
chants were howling for parking 
space to hold the holiday shopping 


crowds. By a tie-up B. & K. gave 
the merchants the use of the lot 
free, but asked merchants to in- 


form the public. 

Result is that copy of all stores 
carries the information of free 
parking, naming the theatre, loca- 
tion and opening day. Window 
ecards, pluggers, stickers, wrapping 
papers and store circulars carry the 
offer of free parking space besides 
the plug for the new theatre. All 
paid for by the merchants. 


After the Holidays 


It is not a simple matter to sell 
entertainment at any time just now. 
and it is going to be more difficult 
right after the holidays, when every 


one has heen having a pretty good 
|} time and feels slightly fed up. 
Keep your persuasive lines and 
bright ideas for the post-holiday 
season, when you will need them 
more than during the celebration 
itself. The weeks just before the 


holidays may be tough, but they 
are apt to be tougher for the couple 
of weeks following, with the bills 
coming in and a lot of annual or 
semi-annual payments to be made. 

Most theatregoers are not in Aa 
mood to respond to appeals with 
serious drama, so make your ap- 
peals sprightly and humorous, no 
matter what your style of perform- 
ance. Make them laugh a little and 
they may come down in the hope 
of meeting another chuckle. 


Varying a Contest 


If the drawing contest has been 
overworked, try it out along a new 
line. Offer the prizes for the best 
drawing of an animal or bird with 
real fur or feathers. Make up an ex- 
amp!e or two, pasting fur on to the 
body and drawing in the heaa of the 
cat, dog or whatever animal may b¢ 
selected, and give the children 
plenty of time on the job. Some 
really interesting effects can be ob- 
tained and these can be used as the 
basis of show window displays 
after they have served their original 
purpose, 

In this or any similar contest, try 
and get the art teacher of the near- 
est school to act as judge. It not 
only will relieve you of the neces- 
sity for making a decision, but it 
will ensure a larger entry list. 


Three at Once 
Baltimore. 

Running three contests simul- 
taneously for the same string of 
houses takes a bit of doing, but it 
was done by Arnold Stoltz, Loew's 
local director of publicity. 

He tied the ‘News’ to the Cen- 
tury for a dance contest for men. 
Entrants were tried out at an elim- 
ination contest at the Lord Balti- 
more hotel, Chester Hale girls serv- 
ing as their partners. The 190 best 
were selected to dance with Miss 
White on the stage, and the winner 








Gossip Sheet as Plug 


Dallas, Dee. 7. 


The average Texas small 
product with 
and stills sent by 
exchange, seldom bother- 
ing with tricks of exploitation. 
But, at that, once in awhile 
one of ’em blossoms forth. 
There’s the femme exhib at 
Electra, Mrs. Martha Mc- 
Spadden, who has started a 
house org:zn in the form of 
gossip rag titled ‘The Town 
Tatler. With the editor in- 
cognito, sheet gets off a lot 
of razzes and lowdown on the 
burgers, at the same _ time 
serving as a first class plug 
for coming and current picts. 
Merchants are taking space in 


towner sells his 


one sheet 


the 


the ‘Tatler,’ making it self- 
supporting with mebbe a dol- 
lar or two for the bankroll 


besides, 











was announced at a dinner at the 
same hotel the following night. The 
Century also was hooked toa classi- 
fied ad contest with 10 questions 
daily in the special advertisement 
for ‘His Woman’ with the answers 
in the classifieds. Neatest replies 
drew a pair of seats apiece with 30 
singles for consolations. 

The Stanley offered 25 singles a 
day to the children making the best 
copies of a ‘Popeye’ cartoon in the 
‘Times’. Hooked into ‘The Champ,’ 
the current attraction. 

The relationship between Hearst 
and the Metro interests’ probably 
helped, but it was a good sized job. 


Joe Brown Yell Contest 
Pittsburgh. 
Warner Brothers. preceded the 
showing of Joe Brown's ‘Local Boy 
with a yell contest in all WB nabe 
sites. Upon his return to the Coast 
recently Brown made a trailer giv- 
ing details of the competition and 
announcing $50 to the winner. 
Finalists were picked in all the 
naborhood houses, who appeared at 
the Stanley the day ‘Local Boy’ 
opened. House did $400 over the 
regular biz evening of the finals. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Los Angeles. 

Two more suburban houses have 
added one day a week of vaude. 
Fox, Santa Barbara, takes five acts 
from Fanchon & Marco Sundays 
and Warners, Whittier, takes a like 
amount in Sundays from the Bert 
Levey office. 


Reading, Pa. 
Old Laurel Street theatre (films), 
condemned and closed, turned into 
an athletic hall. 


San Francisco. 
16 opening for Fox Para- 
House may get F. 


Dec. 
mount, Oakland. 
& M. units. 


San Francisco. 
Morgan Walsh has taken the T. 
& D., Oakland, from FWC, opening 
it Chrismas as 20c. grind. House 
dark for 10 months. 





Ft. Dodge, Ia. 
Jess Day is manager of the Rialto, 
succeeding J. C. Collins. Latter will 
have charge of the three Central 
States properties here. 





Denver. 

Foreclosure of $70,000 mortgage 
on Rivoli, owned by Aromor Invest- 
ment Co., granted in court on appli- 
cation of Mary Clarke Steele, hoidei 
of the note. Sale of the property 
ordered by the judge. Rube Milton 
has a 10-year lease on the theatre. 
He was in vaudeville as a performer 
some years ago. 

W. B. Cook has sold the opera 
house at Dawson to Phelps-Dodg: 
Corp. 

The Moon at Berthoud and the 
Pueblo, Pueblo, closed. Otto G 
Brown, owner of the Moon, is re- 
opening the Loveland at Loveland 

R. E. Pracht buys Grand at Flag- 
ler from B. S. Henen and Orin Mil- 
burn. 


Providence 
Conn contemplates 
Will seat 3,550 


Capt. Jacob 
downtown theatre, 


New York 
Three of five cash prizes awarded 
by Metro for the best campaigns on 
‘Politics’ have gone to Publix man- 





agers. First prize, $50, was won by 
John F. Maloy, of the State, Al- 
toona, Pa., WB manager. 

Publix trio includes Morris 
Rosenthal, Capitol, Wilkes Barre, 
'Pa. now at the Victory, Holyoke 





Mass.; James H., of the McKoy, 
Olympia, Miami and S. S. Solomon, 
at the Paramount, Youngstown, O. 


Los Angeles. 
Fox-West Coast has switched 
Spencer Leve from the closed Car- 
thay Circle. to the Fox Figueroa, 
replacing Murray Pennock, no 
longer with the circuit. 
Fox theatre, Billings, 
cpened. 


Mo., re- 





Odgensburg, N. Y. 


Fire Sunday (29) damaged Hip- 
podrome here to $20,000. House 
will be rebuilt. 

Bronz, N. ¥. €. 


Herman Starr back in Bronx at 
Skouras’ Park Plaza. 


New Bedford, Mass. 

Peter J. Levesque, manager of E. 
M. Loew's Strand, transferred to 
Fitchburg for the Universal and 
Majestic. Succeeded here by 
Thomas Whalen, formerly a per- 
former, 

Russell Lamb has purchased the 
ranada, Mount Morris, OIL, from 
. A. Lucas, 





G 
B 
Grand Rapids Mich. 
Norris, manager of 
local RKO Regent, goes to RKO 
Downtown, Detroit. Ed Cannelly, 
Downtown manager, comes here. 
Hamilton, O. 
Paramount district office here, 
has folded, H. L. Davidson going to 
Detroit for assignment. Bill Mayer, 
secretary to Davidson, shifts to 
Svuth Bend, Ind., at the Colfax, 


Walter J. 








San Francisco. 
Local Film Board of Trade re- 
ports Glade theatre, Lindsay, Cal., 
from T. & D., Jr., to J. L. Seiter. 
Piaza, Healdsburg, long closed, 
reopened by L. Killingsworth., 
Seattle. 
Howard 
Paramount 
Olsen, 


der, 


White, now manager o 
(Fox) succeeding Ton 
Latter in office of Bob Ben- 
division mgr. White recently 
maintenance and purchasing rep for 
Fox West Coast in northwest. 
William Fitzhenrs, former 
mig r-WCc in Vane 
Wash. appointed northwesi 


house 
ouve! 

divi- 
(Continued on 
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pice 


Why It’s a Lottery 

Someone writes in to ask why it 
is that a N. Y. State court recently 
decided that a drawing for a prize 
was a lottery if the holder of the 
ticket had to be in the house while 
the drawing itself was appareniiy 
regarded as legal. 

This is a point in the anti-lottery 
law which provides that a lottery 


; consists of a prize and allotment by 





chance on tickets for which a con- 
sideration has been paid. The three 
elements must exist to constitute a 
lottery. 

If it is required that a winner 
must be in the house when the prize 
is drawn, it is held that he is there 


for the purpose of obtaining the 
prize and not merely to see the 


show, The law points to the stand- 
ing room business and asks if that 
is the normal patronage. If it is 
not, then the excess are presumed 
to be there in the hope of winning 
a prize. 

In Minnesota it has even been 
held that to require the presence of 


| the ticket holder constituted a lot- 


tery even if 
charged, it 


no 
being 


fee is 
atten- 


admission 
held that 


| dance constituted the consideration, 





For a Dark House 

Comes too late 
son, but worth 
year by city managers for circuits 
which have dark houses. Worked 
this year in a town where one house 
was closed to reduce the overseating 
and was started on the World Series 
and continued for the football pe- 
riod. 

City manager announced in his 
houses and via newspapers that 
the idle house would be opened free 
of charge to receive the reports. 
House sound system had _ been 
sealed, but it was a simple matter to 
borrow an amplifier from a radio 
shop, and tap air reports of the 
games. On the baseball events and 
most of the football periods, the 
house was capacity. Comment of 
patrons at the boxoffice at the other 
theatres indicated that they appre- 
ciated the courtesy. Stunt paid for 
itself through the use of an adver- 
tising curtain, side wall advertising 
and the sale of a concession for soft 


for use this 
remembering 


seae- 
next 


drinks. Ushers were detailed from 
the open houses, so the staff cost 
nothing. 


Chatterton ‘Good Speech’ Contest 


Dallas. 

As a forerunner for future Chat- 
terton bookings, the Pubiix-Palace 
is appealing to native highbrows 
with a better speech contest. Fig- 
ure the star's punctual elocution has 
most of its boxoffice value with that 
type. 

Gag has heavy support from John 
Rosenfield, ‘News’ scribbler, mouth- 
piece for the local upper crust. 
Actress is supposedly in on it with 
a trophy, the ‘Ruth Chatterton 
Award for Good Speech.’ Most of 
the work is done by a femme com- 
mittee, headed by prominent society 


women. Sort of stuff that sets solid 
with club women eager to crash 
print. 

The school angle hasn’t been 


touched, so far. 


Medical Aid 

United Artists is after an element 
of support out of the ordinary for 
‘Arrowsmith.’ Firm is going to con- 
siderable lengths to interest doc- 
tors, pharmacists, et¢., due to the 
nature of the film. 

For the first time, representatives 
of every hospital in New York were 
invited to the opening. 


Advice on Love 


Los Angeles. 

Free advice to the lovelorn was 
undertaken by Jack Proctor, pub. 
for the United ‘Artists theatre, on 
‘Age for Love.’ Proctor installed 
Madame Wanda, local psychic, on 
the mezzanine to give ear to all the 
plaints without charge, and the girls 
flocked, 


Essaying Newsreels 

Whenever the live wire exhibitor 
gets a picture based ona story clas- 
sic, he is pretty apt to hop over to 
the school and contact the teachers 
on an essay story about either the 
book or the author. Most managers 
can get that idea without being told. 
But every week the manager over- 
looks the newsreel and disregards it 
as a drawing card. 

Schools close for the holidays, so 
contact teachers with the offer of 
passes each week as prizes for the 
essays on any current news 
copie derived from the newsreel. 


best 


Snow Cards 
Now's the time to get a couple of 
bundles of lath and have someone 
sharpen one end. Make up cards 
tii institutional copy and tack 
them on. Then you are all ready to 
stick into now piles the first time 


1 heavy fall, and 50 or 100 


(Continued on page 47) 
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THE MILLION DOLLAR FACE 


re Ley:Xezo) 


Absclute smash 
beating “Dracula” 


3rd WEEK 


DETROIT 
MILWAUKEE 
WASHINGTON 


HOLD OVER 


BOSTON 

rau aae-Vl) 
AKRON = | 
FORT WAYNE 
PROVIDENCE ~ 
GRAND RAPIDS 
LOWELL 

DES MOINES 
SOUTH BEND 


WRECKS 


“DRACULA” 


RECORD 


ST. PAUL 

'NEW ORLEANS 
OMAHA 

SEATTLE 
TACOMA 
BIRMINGHAM 
MEMPHIS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
LAWRENCE 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
ATLANTA 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
DALLAS 

SALT LAKE CITY 
KANSAS CITY 


Critics Rave 


“‘Holds you spellbound” 
N.Y. American 
“A dandy... auarantees 
satisfaction’! N.Y. Duily News 

“Most grippiig of ali’’ 

OXAlgeli a Olell han. d-ldelae 

‘““Unequalled spectacle” 
Boston Traveller 
“Terrifying, fantastic, 
dala i lita: i “aston Post 
“An epic of screen real- 
ism” Boston Eve. American 

“The ultimate in thrills’’ 
Boston Globe 
“An amazingly effective 
photoplay” Hollywood Herald 
“This thriller tops them 
rol | bed alelibavaelole Mev 14a -1-1ame aAelale 


“Everybody shivered 
oTaToMaloloMeoMelolol- Mi ilial- has 
Ol-sicelimeiagels 
‘‘‘Dracula’ is mild in com- 
parison” Detroit News 
“It will entrance you” 
Baltimore Post 
“Tops all thrillers’ 
Wisconsin News 
“One of the best’ 
Providence Journal 
“Monstrously exciting 
picture”’ der tallaleiiolaMal-tael lo! 
“May be viewed with 
nappy alarm by anyone” 
Washington Star 
“Charged with electric- 
ity“ Washington News 
“Will quicken the pulse 
of the most blase’’ 
Nashington Times 
“Will hold you from be- 
ginning to end’” 
: N.Y. Eve. Journal 
’“A singularly fine picture 
N. Y. Eve. Telegram 





BREAKS’ EVERY 
KNOWN RECORD 


FOR FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND 
SUNDAY, AT MAYFAIR THEATRE, 
BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


FRANKENSTEIN 


THE MAN WHO vot: A MONSTER 
UNIVERSAL’S SUPER THRILLER 


Presented by Carl Laemmle 








| 
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mount, 


_ es — 
| 
All Film Boys ‘Sweet’ Stock Mark 
a a 
November P roduction Survey ays Sem toc rket 
To Claudette Colbert, 

Hollywood, Dec. 7. | Wi h Mind Fl h | — (Continued from page 11) 
The November average of 31 features and four comedy units active | It sewnere sidivedtibnanh ee 5. Se Se oak eeu 
daily was a drop of nearly five features from that of October. Para- a andar mien *, evertheless, the old {| pretty definite idea date last wee ; 
ith about two units less than the previous month, still led . a another 7 points to/|that the President will recommene 
- othe ee : oe ' e prev Ss month, eC Claudette Colbert, whose sloec-| 52, on top of the previous week’s|to Congress a new government 
Coast activity with an ay erage of 5.5 daily. Metro was a close second at eyed charm has upset some of the loss of 6 net, and the newer 5% | credit plan for the relief of the rail- 
5.3, double last month’s activity at the Culver City plant and that studio’s per cents., slid 7 to 44 on top of a/| roads among other constructive sug- 


busiest since March. 


Warner is in third place with four to five units busy followed by Fox 
which repeated its October average of 3.8 features working per day. 


The indie lots fell off, none 
partly due to three quickies, 
leasing at’ Universal City. 

Comedy activity at 4.0 
months, 


even 


usually 


was slightly 





averaging one unit daily This is 
patronizing the Hollywood lots, | 
better than the previous two 





Features Short 
Feature Studios 

Paramount ..... 5.§ 
Met#e ......00+. 5.3 ‘ud 
Wartier-FN 4.6 ihe 


ov 
* 
. 


FE ethictecccssce S58 “a 
Pathe sensecee Sin 2 
Universal .ecoee 2.3 9 
Columbia accoces 2.7 ° 
MAIO acocaseces XB me 
THIANY accesses oe oh ee 
Leasing Studios 
.Carr-Monogram,. 9 se 
International ... 8 
DaArMOuUur i.ccece 0 3 
Educational .... bs 6 
TOGIREC 2s cciese o2 ee 
Metropolitan ... ee Pe 
Comedy Studios 
BROOGcccvsceces 20 1.4 
BORNE. ov ccccce ee 4 


Working Daily ..31.0 4.0 


33.5; March, 
August, 35.9; 


38.5; April, 32.4; 


Shooting 
Days 
Columbia 
‘Forbidden’ ‘ 31 
Hoit’s ‘Secret Service’...... soacee 


‘Feathered Serpent’ ...........15 
Wy Meee bins ccicecccisrcestl 
‘Justice Rides Again’ 
‘Texas Sheriff’ 


woccccccccla 


‘Delicious’ 
"“Btepoie .Siaters’ ..cccccessctesd 
‘Dance Team’ , bs oceeesgeae 
mp eT eer rer rere Sr rees 
“Wile: FParie Sleeps’ 2. i cses qe i 80 
Warner-FN 
‘Manhattan Parade’ ...........3l 
‘Captain's Wife’ 
“URI ARCROE me ccceccvedectsqel 
‘FEI THORS oo ccccccateccoecse 
yo a | ee rer ee 


“eee 


bucteesdtssceasee 


Paramount 
‘Ladies of Big House’...........45 
‘SOGRs” © deasses 68430) kibdae e003 


‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ ....32 
‘This Reckless Age’ .......++..20 





NOVEMBER PRODUCTION AVERAGES 


In 17 Coast Studios 
(United Artists Dark) 
7—November 1931 Units Active—, -——-Year Averages-——~ 


(Average total units daily so far in 1931: January, 35; February, 
May, 
September, 37.4; October, 39.5; 
37 FEATURES COMPLETED ON THE COAST 


IN NOVEMBER, 1931 
(Including One Serial) 





Total 1930 1929 1928 
5.5 4.5 4.0 7.4 
5.3 5.4 5.1 5.3 
4.6 6.8 8.1 13.1 
3.8 5.8 6.1 6.8 
3.4 23 1.4 £1 
3.2 3.8 5.7 4.2 
2.7 2.1 1.5 2.3 
1.4 2.9 2.0 2.3 

ot Ez 1.5 2.5 
9 4 7 8 
8 he on 
6 1.0 1.2 1.2 
6 6 9 1.3 
2 1.3 1.9 2.3 
al 1.9 2.9 2.6 
1.4 1.0 1.1 1.3 
4 BY 1.0 1.0 
35.0 42.1 45.1 56.5 


36.7; June, 43.5; July, 


November, 35.) 


30.6; 


Shooting 
Days 
Pathe 
"NCOMG BROS 4..0cec0 dn sous ivaue 
"mee TIMMS occccss vtanarees dca 
PURGE idlas «ness 5c ws eae s saeees 10 
Metro 
20S es a Sind. da ook" 37 
eee ee Ce eT ONT eS 30 
Universal 
‘Murders rue Morgue’ ,..... TTT. 
a ary ne ec coesevas 
Radio 
vo ee Pr rene op eaeesbesee 
‘Ladiés of the Jury’ ...... aes 
Carr-Monogram 
‘Galloping Through’ ........ oe 2 
"Eaw Of €hO BOM 2 ...secs cscces © 
Like-Weeks 
eemmet PUIG asc scccecsviece 9 
‘SUES Beat’ ceavscdies resgevncee: © 
Misc. 
‘Lightning Warrior’ 
CRERRCOE SOTERI) cnc cveceseevel 
‘Emme BAG CASMOE) 6340603506004 


‘Air Eagles’ (Darmour) ........ 
POV STATIS 60. gee wness 


-~1 0 @ or 








Mary’s Start in Die Ehe 


(Continued from page 15) 


railway station her handbag with 
ali her® papers and her money is 
stolen from her. When awakening 
believes the 1aan in front of her 
has the bag. It is his portfolio. 
When she wants to seize it the 
young man wakes up and is under 
the impression she is a thief. 
When at the end the authors 
have with much taste and efficiency 
used all situations, the little girl 
and the unknown man ge: married. 
Jenny Jugo is the girl, and 
sweet. The man is Hermann 
Thimig. He again proves what a 
fine actor he is. One notices the di- 
rector, Johannes Meyer, has devel- 
oped very much with regard to di- 
recting actors. Carl Puth has 
sometimes photographed Jenny 
Jugo in a somewhat crude way, due 
more to the haste in which this 
picture was made than otherwise. 
The same is true with the sound 
reproduction, which sometimes is 
not distinct. Maaqnus. 


FRENCH LEAVE 


(BRITISH MADE) 


A. & D. Film production and Talking 
Picture Epics release on this side. From 
the play by Reginald Berkeley; direction. 
Jack Raymond. At the Fifth Ave. Play- 
house, N. Y¥., as half of dquble bill, week 
Dec. 4. tunning time, 60 mins. 

Mile. Jullette....cccccses Madeleine Carroll 









Corporal Sykes........+....Sydney Howard 
General Root..... eococe Arthur Chesney 
Capt. Glenister... ..Haddon Mason 
TAeut. GralraM..ccccceceses Henry Kendall 
Jules Marnier....... -.--George de Warfaz 
Min@s DONAUSE....cceccesececs .Mary Agate 

Maybe the play this tilm was 
taken from made enough impres- 


sion to mean something a‘ the box- 
ottiee. If so, which is doubtful, it 
is the only thing the picture has. 
It's one of those British behind the 





trenches things, treated with the 
light tread of a pachyderm. With 
everything else in the picture about 
as trite as that metaphor. 

When shown in England the pic- 
ture ran over 100 minutes. Here 
it’s been sheared down to 60. That’s 
quite a help in the right direction 
with the comedy still pouring out 
slowly and laboredly. Practically 
every laugh in the picture is muffed, 
and there are spots enough where 
they should have come naturally. 

Maybe it’s the story. A woman 
is so anxious to see her darling hus- 
band that she sneaks into the little 
French village and poses as a local 





girl. She’s thought a spy for a 
while with explanations clearing 
things up. Nothing there much, 


unless played as a fast farce, which 
isn't done. 

From an acting standpoint, there's | 
equally little to say, with Sydney 
Howard, in a blustering small part, | 
probably getting what honors there 
are. Madeleine Carroll photographs | 
nicely. Kauf. | 





| 
| 


Amateur Nights! 


RKO finding names alone won't 
offset the opposition of the Skouras- 
operated Audubon, uptown New 
York, will put on special contests 
at its Coliseum in addition. First 
is a series of weekly amateur 
nights. 





} 








No Director for ‘Jail’ 
Hollywood, Dec. if 

‘Hold ‘Em Jail,’ prison football} 
story, has been suggested by the 
recent ballyhoo of football at Sing 
Sing. No director has yet been as- 
signed by Radio. Robert Woolsey, 
Edna May Oliver and Roscoe Ates 
named for cast | 


} 
! 
} 
j 


| really 


ion the 


strongest leading men in pictures, 
was ina “my-life” discussing mood. 

Maurice Chevatier, Gary Cooper, 
March, Marshall, 


yes, they're dear boys, every one of 


Frederic Herbert 
them, but ‘You know I was born in 
France and lived there until the age 
of seven.—’ 

What Is he 
knockout 


about Gary Cooper? 
such a masterful 


» 


set as he is on the screen’ 
Are his eyes so blue, his shoulders 
appeal 


Just a great big boy who needs to 


so broad, his so dizzying? 
be taken care of? 

Miss Colbert's flower-petal mouth 
took on a pensive smile. “Gary’s a 
sweet boy—And then we moved to 


New York. You know, I've always 


|lived in apartments—.” 


Is Chevalier more like a pal? Of 
course he’s terribly likeable. You 
could grow very fond of him, but 
could you fall in love with him? 

‘Maurice is a sweet boy,’ said 
Miss Colbert. ‘I’ve had to work so 
hard for everything. Nothing’s been 
easy. As soon as I finish ‘The Wiser 
Sex’ I’m going out to the Hollywood 
studios. I’m going to—’ 

And Herbert Marshall, aren’t you 
mad about his suave yet rugged 
3ritishness? 

‘Herbert's a sweet boy, I’ve such 
a longing to go back to the stage, 
to hear the applause, to know im- 
mediately whether my work is good. 
In pictures you play a scene and 
think you did it rather well. Then 
the picture’s cut, and where—.’ 

Is Frederic March just as dynamic 
on the set? Hasn’t that man got a 
way with him? 

‘Freddie’s a sweet boy,’ she re- 
plied, wearily. I suppose I shall 
have a house in Hollywood. A real 
house, think of it! My first, my 
very first. I'll probably get terribly 
frightened if the windows rattle at 
night.’ 





Stockholder in Balto 
Asks RKO Receivership 


Baltimore, Dec. 7. 

Receivership proceedings against 
RKO were filed in Circuit Court 
here last week by J. Cookman 
30yd, local stockholder. Boyd, Bal- 
timore attorney, and one time active 
in municipal politics. He alleges 
RKO is in such a condition a re- 
ceivership is necessary to prevent 
di_.ipation of the corporation’s as- 
sets. Boyd alleges this condition is 
the result of ‘reckless and willful 
expenditures and the waste of the 
corporation’s assets by the payment 
of large and excessive salaries to 
its officers and employes.’ He 
charges ‘woeful incompetence and 
willful mismanagement on the part 
of the officers.’ He also claims ex- 
.@ss'v"e prices were paid for cir- 
cuit additions. 

Boyd is the owner of 300 shares 
of the RKO stock. Judge Albert 
S. J. Owens signed an order giving 
the company until Dec. 22 to show 
cause why a receiver should not be 
appointed. RKO was incorporated 
in this state, October 25, 1928, 


Film Training School 


(Continued from page 1) 


dena outfit. Betty Bronson, free 
lance, and Florence Britton, Sam 
Goldwyn actress, also were there 
last month for rounding out. Karen 
Morley. who came to Metro from 
the Pasadena house, returned to 
that group for tryouts of ‘Blue 
Bird.’ 

Par has also loaned Irving Piche!, 
actor-writer-director, to the Pasa- 
dena faction for ‘Macbeth.’ Pichel 
will do it with Violet Wilson (Mrs. 
Pichel). 

Oliver Hinsdell, Metro coach, is 
supervising productions at the newly 
organized Beverly Hillis Little The- 
atre, already a class outfit. He, too, 


lexpects to use film contractees in the 


amateur plays. 
Whether the film 
care to send their aspiring talent to 
distant points to gain the desired 
experience has not been stated, but 
if the distance is not too great from 
the home lot there might be a 
chance should the local groups be- 
come overboard with film people. 


makers would | 





} 
| 
| 
| 
| 





loss the week before of 9 points net 


See Speculation in Bonds 
It is helieved 
Sides a free 


that something be- 
expression of values 


eestions, and Saturday's run-up ap- 


parently was based on that ground. 
|The scheme will be known ir detail 


iwhen the President's message 18 
read to Congress today (Tues.) and 
could easily be made the signal for 
a campaign against the short in- 


| 


is taking place in the bond market 

among the amusements as well as 
in the general list. With fluctua- 
tions of unheard of violence among 
the loan securities, it is inevitable 
that a speculative play could be 
attracted, although, of course. the| 
| bearish play would have to take the 
form of actual sale of bonds with 
a view to repurchase lower down. 


| 








Main sales pressure apparently 
comes from forced sales to protect 
market accounts, especially in Par- 
amount issues, 
: Whatever the cause of the aston- 
ishing slump, the absence of sup- 
porting bids argues some adverse 
factor in the situation in Paramount, 
which showed anything but im- 
provement after the statement of the 
company chief. Sales were small, 
amounting to less than $10,000 in the 
old bonds, 
in the newer 5%’s reached the 
spectable total of $79,000. 
Warner Bros. bonds got into new 
low territory on the movement at 29, 
Which is only 4 points from the ex- 
treme bottom, registered last May, 
but at that level support seemed to 
come in to check the decline. Vol- 
ume here was slightly up from the 
previous week at $92,000 against 
$79,000. General Theatre liens were 
again sharply off to a new bottom 
at 4, ending the week at 5 for a net 
decline of 2, while Shubert appeared 
on the bond ticker rather frequently, 
holding at 21% close to its low and 
expressing small hope for any im- 
provement in the nearby outlook. 
General Theatres apparently is 
reflecting the situation in Fox, 
Which after holding stubbornly 
above its former low of 5, broke 
through on minor volume about 
mid-week to a new mark of 3%, fol- 
lowing the example of Warner Bros., 
which had defended its previous 
low of 4% for days, only to crack 
that level with a brodie’to 2%, 
Other new bottoms appeared in 
Eastman Kodak, which, however, 
rallied smartly on a run in of shorts 
Saturday; American Seating, re- 
peating a former low at 2; General 
Theatre common at 50 cents and 
preferred at 62% cents; Pathe com- 
mon at 50 cents and ‘A’ stock at 
14%, and Technicolor at 25%, 


For and Against 


re- 


3roker opinion at the end of the 
week was divided and in-and-out 
traders were pretty much at sea. 
There were lively possibilities for 
the market either way. Saturday's 
close found the situation much in 
the same light as on that Saturday 
in June just preceding the Presi- 
dent’s moratorium pronouncement. 
Some inkling of its purport had 
found its way out and the short ses- 
sion witnessed a fairly brisk recov- 
ery approximating that of last Sat- 
urday, but it was not until the fol- 
lowing week, when the moratorium 
plan was officially confirmed, that 
the full force of its constructive ef- 
fect appeared on the tape. 

In like manner the Street had a 





sales by its 
although the transactions | 





terest 
Street has a definite estimation of 
the outstanding short account, fig- 


ures having been quoted privately 
by the head of the Stock Exchange 
and leaked Reports put the bear 
total at from 3,200,000 to 3,500,000 


shares, which is about half-way be- 
tween the peak figure for short ac- 
count ‘of 4,300,000 shares about the 
middle of September and the bottom 
of 2,600,000 just after the break of 
Oct. 5, which obviously was used for 
covering purposes. It is interesting 
to note, incidentally, that the short 
account has been built up by about 
900,000 shares during the time the 
Exchange has discouraged short 
reporting system. In 
any event the current short interest 
is large enough to furnish the basis 
for a violent upswing, given some 
basis in constructive news to force a 
bear retreat. 
Other Pending Events 

Opening of Congress is not ordi- 
narily a bullish factor, but the situ- 
ation is different this year. The 
Republicans are on the defensive, 
and the Democrats know that their 
policies will make or break their 
chances of electing a national ticket 
next November. So both parties in 
Washington are shaping their course 
carefully during what is conceded to 
be a national emergency. 

Leaders of the Railroad Brother- 
hoods are meeting in Chicago today 
to weigh a voluntary reduction in 
wage scales and are scheduled to 
make a decision by Thursday. Wall 
Street forecast is that the vote will 
be against the cut. 

The New Haven dividend vote Is 
due today (Tues.); New York Cen- 
tral directors act on the dividend to- 
morrow, and on Thursday the Steel 
tonnage, figures will be out, and all 
three scheduled events are expected 
to be bearish, although the ticker 
already has discounted pretty much 
the worst that can be expected. 

Overshadowing all the domestic 
news, however, is the apparent 
threat of collapse in Germany and 
further financial disturbance in 
England. Yerman bonds crashed 
last week to new lows at 30 cents on 
the dollar or less. 

They staged a rally Saturday, ap- 
parently on nothing more substan- 
tial than the reiteration of the radi- 
cal leader Hitler that his party 
would support payment of commer- 
cial foreign debts over reparations. 
But while the German bonds were 
advancing, German rate on gold 
marks broke 50 points. At the same 
time British pounds declined to its 
former low at $3.29, while support 
moved up the United Kingdom bonds 
in the New York market, contrary 
influences that brought about utmost 
confusion in any attempt to appraise 
the international drift. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Dec. 5. 
_ 
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Great laughs from good old Charlie.. 

















Good story; good cast; drama 
charged with suspense and emotion. 
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Can a vacation from matrimony 
restore a wrecked marriage? 


— 





























CHARLIE RUGGLES 
VIVIENNE OSBORNE 
JULIETTE COMPTON ¢ 
HARRY BANNISTER 


Aware of another woman in her 


husband’s life, should a wife give 


him a matrimonial vacation? 
Here’s the answer; so -real it 
might happen in your own 
home! A drama that packs a 
vital, heart-warming appeal for 
all:audiences. From a play by 
Ernest Pascal. 
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East to West Shift 





(Continued from page 5) 


feeling, at the same time, that there 
is sufficient executive ability within 
its own ranks to meet the edict, 


Voluntary Cuts 


From execs who have attended the 
meetings on both Coasts comes 
word that many people within the 
industry are not resentful of the 
impending salary slashes. Several 
in fact have gone to studio heads 
of their own volition and offered 
to contribute in any manner deemed 
suitable. 

It is believed that 
ducers have or will effect 
reconstruction period an iron-clad 
understanding in regard to people 
who walk-out» be they actors, di- 
rectors or executives, The intent is 
the non-rehiring of the so-called 
deserting faction by any of the big 
studios. 


also the pro- 


over the 


On the Coast End 
Hollywood, Dec. 7, 

Despite Will Hays’ statement that 
no specific economy program was 
discussed at the series of producers’ 
meetings during the past two weeks, 
private confabbing resulted in a 
general understanding on many 
points of studio and theatre effi- 
ciency and economy affecting the 
entire industry. 

General salary cuts for contract 
people, as well as those on a week- 
to-week basis, is in effect on prac- 
tically all major lots, although a 
few personages have refused to ac- 
cept the reductions. 

Curtailed production during 1932 
is practically agreed upon with 
every company but Metro surveying 
the independent lots for pictures to 
fill out current programs. 

Divorcing of production and the- 
atre ends from present close al- 
liance was proposed, with shutting 
of red-ink theatres throughout the 
country and unloading others on 
small operators. 

In accepting reductions contrac- 
tees took it with the attitude they 
were doing their bit to help the in- 
dustry over a period of reorgan- 
ization, and that they were reas- 
sured future jobs when_ present 
contracts expire. Legally, however, 
they could force payment in full. 

Every writer at Warners-First 
National and most of the directors 
took 30% less. WB-IF'N execs also 
slashed. 

Metro’s Reductions 


Metro denies there will be any 
salary cuts, but it is known that 
Irving Thalberg took a 35% reduc- 
tion and Louis B. Mayer also re- 
duced his own paycheck. Some di- 
rectors and writers there are being 
called in and asked to accept three- 
fourths of former salaries. 

Fox found opposition to reduc- 
tions from several contract people 
including William Howard, Frank 
Borzage and Warner Baxter. Raoul 
Walsh is reported undetermined in 
the matter. 

Ivan Lebedeff refused a cut at 
Radio, it is reported, and Mary As- 
tor’s option will not be taken up at 
the end.of the year, according to 
word around. Douglas MacLean, as- 
sociate producer, is another dropee 
at Radio. Other Radio players and 
directors whose contracts expire 
around Jan. 1 have been notified of 
reoptioning, but at less money than 
called for in the contracts. In this 
group are Edna May Oliver, John 
Halliday, Laurence Olivier, TIrene 
Dunne and Jill Esmond. 


Ruggles’ Case 
Wesley Ruggles’ contract expires 
at the end of the year with the op- 


tion clause giving him $2,750 per 
week. He is expected to stay with 


Radio though at a lower figure. 
Contract is now being drawn with 
Ruggles reported ready to attach 
his signature. 

Personnell and salary cuts are 
also in evidence on most lots among 
the office and technical forces. Last 
week Fox let out 125 members of 
its sound department, mostly em- 
ployed at the Fox Hills plant. They 
include recorders, maintenance and 
equipment men. 

Industry officials discussed the 
desirability of dropping many the- 
atres next year indicating their at- 
titude that much of the blame for 
lessened profits rests on circuit op- 
eration. Warners is reported to be 
negotiating with Alexander Pan- 
tages to take back his former house 








here, the Downtown in L. A., and 
also a Fresno house. 
Circuit Groan 
One of the groans heard at the 
producers contabs was from a 
major preducer - ‘distributor who} 


said his cireuvit lost $360,000 in one | 


week. More conferences are due 
the next week on theatre operation 
in the southern California territory. 
Pantages has been invited, having 
recently announced he intends or- 
ganizing a new chain. 
Hays left Wednesday 
New York. Others who left last 
week or early this week Nich- 
olas Schenck, Earl Hammons, 
M. Warner, Sam Goldwyn and Will- 
iam Phillips, United Artists and 
Shubert banker. Joseph Schenck 
and Adolph Zukor stay here another 


(2), for 


a re 


Stage Show-2d Runs 
For 15c in Syracuse 


Syracuse, N. Y., Dec. 7. 
A stage show and feature film 
for 15 cents. That’s Frank Sardino’s 
newest move to keep the Syracuse, 


winter. 
Stage show is a tab troupe of 25 





H. | 


in for a stock engagement. Films 
}are subsequent runs of major re- 
leases. The lic is for any seat, any 
time. Theatre has been observing 


week, latter to put his new Par- 
amount production idea into work- | 
ing order. 

Changes in the board of direc- 
tors of the Producers’ Association 


list Darryl Zanuck replacing Hal 
Wallis, Sam Goldwyn for Abraham 
Lehr and Hal Roach for Benjamin 
Shipman. 


Units for Oakland’s Par 
Upon Opening Dec. 16 


San Francisco, 





Dec. 7. 


Fr. & M. units, possibly with 
Hermie King as m.c., move from the 
Fox to the Oakland, Paramount, 


here, when latter house opens Dec. 
16. Stage shows similar to those 
produced at the ’Frisco Warfield go 
into the Fox, Oakland. Not de- 
termined if revues remain at the 
suburban Fox Grand Lake in Oak- 
land. 

Frank R. Newman is named man- 


ager of the new house. He trans- 
fers from the Fox, Oakland, with 
Phil Phillips drawing Newman's 
former job. 

Paramount construction was be- 
gun by Par-Publix just before 
FWC took over operation of Pub- 


lix coast houses, and -was included 
in that agreement. 








Circuit Back to Poli! 


(Continued from page 5) 


around 151% millions, going to an 
operator other than Fox, becoming 
responsible for the interest on the 
bonds as well as the local taxes, and 
perhaps eventually forcing Poli to 
retake the circuit, or for Poli to take 
it now, as is, for operation. 


Since Fox took over the Poli 


houses, Fox has spent around $1,- 
500,000 in repairing the properties, 
leaving the circuit in excellent 


physical condition. That is also re- 
ported a consideration by Poli. 

There is no offer before Arthur 
and Caballero, from reports, differ- 
ent from Poli’s. The other appli- 
cants merely want to assume the 
circuit on lease, paying off what 
may be required. One of the appli- 
ecants informed it will be necessary 
to put up $750,000 to assume all of 
the 20 houses, with but 18 now open, 
demurred. He stated the amount is 
too high. 

Sagal, after receiving his share of 
the Poli sale and going on his own, 
became the ice cream king of Con- 
necticut, later selling out to a na- 
tional dairy company, greatly in- 
creasing his fortune. 

Bankers’ Attitude 

About the only puzzling point to 
the entire Fox-Poli possible trans- 
action is the attitude of Halsey- 
Stuart, if that banking house can 
assume an attitude in the matter. 
Halsey-Stewart handled the $4,500,- 
000 in bonds. It is said the bankers 
sold about half to the public and is 
carrying the remainder. 

In Connecticut is a_ stringent 
realty tax law. The state is em- 
powered after a certain tire to place 
a deputy in charge of any tax-owing 
property. Most of the Fox-Poli 
houses are in that state. 

Stuart’s Fine Record 

Herschel Stuart, the Fox-Poli 
operator of the circuit since owned 
by Fox, is continuing to operate. 
Stuart’s operation has been looked 
upon as remarkably successful. Re- 
cently ‘Variety’ printed a story de- 
tailing how Poli refunded to Fox 
but a portion of his $4,500,000 three- 
year guarantee of profit to the Fox 
company. The circuit under the 
most adverse conditions, through 
Stuart’s direction, earned over half 
of that amount. 

It is understood also the Fox-Poli 
circuit has been under a_ $5,000 
weekly home office charge. That 
amounts otherwise to a $250,000 an- 
nual net profit by the theatres, that 
does not appear. 


MISS SIDNEY’S NEW TERMS 


Dec. 7. 


Holly wood, 


After preview, ‘Ladies of the Big 
Iiouse, Paramount gave Sylvia 
Sidney a new contract. 

Old document still wed 


months to run 


a 25-cent top. 


More Denver First Runs 
Denver, Dec. 7. 

December will see a new lineup in 
theatres in Denver. 
took over the Rialto from Publix 
Dec. 1 
15th. The Rialto will reopen Christ- 
mas under a new name, policy not 
decided. This will leave Publix with 
runs—Denver and Par- 


Harry Huffman 


and closes his America the 


two first 
amount, 

Just around the corner from the 
Publix deluxers will be the new Or- 
pheum, 2,700-seat RKO, 
to open Christmas week, 
and vaude. 

Denver will 
houses, more than ever 
Huffman keeps the Rialto 
class. 


first 


have six first 


in that 


downtown 2,500-seater, open for the | 


scheduled | 
run | 


run | 
before, if 


CONN’S THEATRE-HOTEL; 


8 STORIES—4,000 SEATS 


Dec. 7. 
the- 


| Providence, 
| One of the 
| atrical enterprises 


most unusual 
in this part 


be 


of 
inaugurated 
be 


apart- 


}the country will 


here this week when work will 


started combination 


hotel 


on a 
site 


the 


theatre on a 


walk 
Capt. 


ment and 


ibout two minutes from 


x icob 


heart of Providence. 


Conn, owner of Conn’s Olympia the- 


atre and real estate man, 


he is the sole owner of the enter- 
prise. 

According to records at City Hall 
Conn raised the capital by mort- 
gazing his Olympia theatre and ad- 
| ditional capital will be raised by 
floating a bond issue, also through 
sale of several personal mortgages, 
Conn said, 

Conn plans a garage beneath the 
theatre, a broadcasting station, and 
| a hall which will be given free for 
use by fraternal organizations. 
Theatre is to seat 4,000, largest ca- 
pacity in this section. 

Contract calls for 





completion 


the theatre next August. Then work 
jon the hotel will begin. Hotel will 
have eight stories over the the- 
| atre. 

Conn’s policy plans are vaud 
film. 








Luminaries 


in Newsreels 
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ternational leaders leading in news- 
reel bows is that newsreel footage 
in Washington, D. C., today is cred- 
ited a heavy favorite over space in 
the daily press with the lesser pol- 
iticians and dignitaries. 

Realization why the biggest fel- 
lows are going in for tedious re- 
hearsals and kleig eyes has suddenly 
seeped through the Washington 
boarder and visitor. 

Whether he comes from the coun- 
try or abroad the fact his person- 
ality-plus, with no chance of mis- 
quotes, will be carried back to his 
constituency on the same program 
with the Big Boss is sufficient. 

Where the news associations and 
big daily representatives have had 
the edge on the cameraman there 
are no such lines today. In fact 
some newsreel execs wish there 
were. 

The reels get every bit of pub- 
licity handed out by the lobbyists. 
Most of the hand-outs have clauses 
directed especially to the reels. 

President Hoover, credited with 
that Quakerish reticence and de- 
scribed inside as one of the most 
difficult Fathers in which to kindle 
the spark of reel animation, has 
never openly solicited photography. 
More than once, reel people say, it 
has been suggested to the camera- 
man that such and such a topic 
might make good film copy and that 
the President probably could be 
persuaded to go through the pose. 

Those conferences with the press, 
once strictly a matter between 
President and writers, have been 
augmented to include the camera- 
man. Whatever they figure can be 
filmed they are privileged to sug- 
gest. 

Reel Protection 

The reels are finding it necessary 
to protect themselves. There is a 
blanket refusal to preview clips to 
subjects prior to general home of- 
fice editing. Politicians must go to 
some Washington theatre if they 
want to see the finished work. Even 
with Hoover few exceptions to this 
rule are made, it is claimed. Every 
three months the President gets a 
courtesy program made up of like- 
nesses of himself at various times 
which he enjoyed the most. 

Lately it has also become neces- 
sary for subjects to present in ad- 
vance speeches which they intend to 
deliver at the final recording. As 
many as 10 full pages of typewritten 
copy have been turned in by several 
in the House of Representatives. 

Since it is usually up to the con- 
tact man to do the editing, the 
newsreel’s fixer has to be of an ex- 
ceptionally high calibre. He must 
know not only national but local 
politics as they affect the subject 
| to be made. 
|} Complaints from various parts of 
the country about favoritism in the 
|; reels is chiefly responsible for this 
precaution. When the contact man 








doesn’t know, any representative 
|}ean, as a reel exec put it, engender 
»|balogna in his reel talk which the 
I eity or country editor back home 


would smell before the envelope 
was opened. 

Despite that the newsreel, legally, 
is not responsible for anything a sub- 
ject records—whether it be even a 
treasonable utterance —the propa- 
ganda and bias reactions smoke 
back to the newsreel home offices 


from the theatres in the country. 


Both Sides 
Like the newspapers, reels are 
now trying to get both sides of a 


controversy. The complainant rec- 
ords and after that the subject of 
his attack is given an opportunity 
to retaliate. If the defendant fails 


to take immediate advantage to 
go in for an immediate camera 
sitting, then the reel people feel 


they have done their job. Coming 
back after he has heard his oppo- 
nent in the theatre means nothing 
to the reel. Unlike the newspaper, 
the reel doesn’t have to worry about 
retractions. Furthermore what is 
news to the reel this week is for- 
gotten the next. 


With Washington (and newsreel- 
men thank sound for it) now termed 
the outstanding lense louse city of 
the universe, the compilation of 
starring material affords an _ in- 
teresting comparison. There are 
hundreds of subjects that get in the 
reels just once and no more, but the 
stars can get as much footage as 
they want and anytime, anywhere. 


During the newsreel year up to 
date in one of the largest reels, 
which reaches or exceeds all others 
in coverage of this kind, Hoover has 
appeared in 46 clips. Everything 
from sitting for an oil painting to 
getting wet and talking about 
optimism stars the President. Mrs. 
Hoover has been co-starred in at 
least 18 of the clips. 


Mussolini and MacDonald run 
neck and neck, despite the popular 
impression there isn’t a program re- 
leased which doesn’t contain Il 
Duce or some reference to him. As 
a matter of fact, according to this 
compendium, the Italian and the 
Englishman have 11 subjects, each, 
to their credit. 

Governor Roosevelt is a_ bigger 
figure on the international screen 
than the Lindberghs. He has seven 
to their five clips. 

Of equal note is the fact that 
Mayor Cermack is rapidly on the 
rise as a newsreel star. With his 
six clips, he is several rungs above 
Gandhi and Hitler, who have four 
and three clips, respectively. 

The Prince of Wales is letting his 
average decline. For the past year 
he allows Mayor Walker to beat him 


by three, the Prince totalling 10 
poses. 

Commissioner Mulrooney tops 
Von Hindenburg by a tight score, 





getting, with six, just one more than 
the German President. 

On general release Aimee Semple 
McPherson wins over Al Smith and 


eclipses Lady Astor and Calvin 
Coolidge. Aimee did it three times 
|In New York releases Al, howevel 
is close to high 


asserts | 


of | 


, amicable 


i 


ay 


SCALE CUTS IN 
FOX WC HOUSES 


Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 
Placing all Fox - West Coast 
houses in the disbanded Los Angeles 


and Southern California divisions 
in the hands of the managers, Harry 
Arthur has revised policies of a 
|}number of the theatres and pu 


their success or failure more on the 
shoulders of the 

Chief feature in the revisions was 
cutting admis 
prices 
from 
spots 


managers. 


suburban deluxers’ 

meet competition, 
reduced in most 
30 and in 


sions to 

being 
| 40 to 
to 


cases 
cents some 
25. 
Arthur wants double features in 
the 30-centers to meet competition, 
but this depends on product deals 
that at present call for percentage 
playing and only one feature. He 
also wants stage shows, but this 
hinges on possibility of an agree- 
ment with musicians and stage- 
hands unions to make concessions. 

Under new system, house man- 
agers will be in charge of the pub- 
licity men, with latter working in 
generally under supervision of Rob- 
ert Collier, home office press head. 
Managers will be responsible, said 
Arthur, for advertising and pub- 
licity campaigns, as well as box of- 
fice results. 

First FWC house that may add 
stage shows since the advent of the 


manager - controlled system went 
into effect Saturday is the Boule- 
vard, home office theatre. Haven't 


decided on type of policy. 

Will mean a switch of p.a.’s send- 
ing Hal Batez from the Egyptian- 
Criterion double date policy to the 


Boulevard, with Don MacElwaine 
from the Chinese into the Baetz 
post. Mel Riddle, who has been 


handling trailers, goes into the Chi- 
nese, 


STENCH COMBS PLENTY 
IN L. A. SMALL HOUSES 


~ 


Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 

Plenty of small houses stench- 
bombed last week, with the projec- 
tionist differences generally held re- 
sponsible, but blame divided be- 
tween union and non-union pre- 
moters, 

Union claims the Sunbeam theatre 
bomb was tossed by a fired non- 
union employe, but it disrupted the 
negotiations between the house and 
the organized machine men. House's 
operators, Franklin, Lustig and 
Bernstein, claim the bomb was mls- 
taken identity, intended for the 
cleaning shop next door by south- 
side racketeers. 

Local projectionists are voting on 
the 36-weck wage cut urged by 
William Canavan, IATSE chief. 

Union vs. F-wC 

Union’s suit against Fox - West 
Coast to enforce the projectionists’ 
contract on two Pasadena houses 
is up‘in court. FWC subleased the 
houses. Suit charges the striking 
of a clause obligating new house 
operators. 

Musicians are also agitated. First 
was the squawk at Columbia stu- 
dio’s using the U. of California 
(L.A.) band, non-union, for loca- 
tion recording. Studio went non- 
union five days, then switched and 
did the scene over with 18 card- 
holders. 

Musicians declared radio station 
KGFJ unfair when Ben MacGlash- 
en, owner, declined the union offer 
of a special scale of $50 weekly 
per man, cut of $15. Station is lay- 
ing off hands, using soloists and en- 
tertainers. . 








Drop Maloy Indictments; 
Judge Slams Dist. Atty. 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 
Final chapter to the late op- 


erators-indie exhibs battle has been 
chalked off with the conspiracy in- 
dictment against Thomas E. Maloy 
and six others summarily dropped 
by state. Settlement out of court 
invoked the ire of Judge John 
Prystalski, who had no alternative 
but to grant the nolle, after cen- 
suring the prosecutor. 

Original charges in the inrictment 
numbered Since the 
between . the 
factions all the charges 
against the operators’ union were 
automatically dropped. Relationship 
between the operators and the ex- 
still somewhat strained 
focal points yet to be 
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THE ww ‘in the 
MOTION PICTURE_SKY! 






















In the Cast with GRETA 

GARBO and RAMON NOVARRO 
re LIONEL BARRYMORE, 
EWIS STONE. Directed by 

GEORGE FITZMAURICE. 
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THE impossible 
HAS happened! 


“MATA Hari” tops 
“SUSAN Lenox”! 


WE have seen it 
WITH our own eyes— 


WE can state definitely | 
THAT, bar none, Greta } 
GARBO’s createst eae 
PRODUCTION of her | Steam 

ENTIRE career is . 
“MATA Hari’— 


We urge every M-G-M exhibitor 
to move Heaven and Earth to 


stretch playing time. Arrange for 
EXTRA DAYS Now! i 


YOU’LL THANK 
US LATER! 


It’s a promise from Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer! 
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Comparative Grosses for November 


(Continued from page 10) 
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Nov. 7 Nov. 14 ___Nov. 21 Nov. 28 

BRANFORD) Cisco Kid Ruling Voice Expensive Blonde Crazy 
High. .$30,500 $9,200 $7,200 Women $8,300 
Low... 5,800 Tip-Off 

$7,000 
pT aoe __ | __(6 days) _ 

STATE Susan Lenox] Palmy Days Madelon “Phantom of. 
High. .$32,000 $24,000 $19,000 Claudet Paris 
Low... 11,500 Vaude $18,000 $16,000 

RKO Devotion Smart Consolation | Suicide Fleet 

PROCTOR’S $17,060 Woman Marriage $16,000 
High. .$29,000 Vaude $14,000 $17,000 
Low... 7,000 
TERMINAL | Notre Dame | Murder by Cisco Kid — Monkey 

Personal Maid the Clock Love Song Business 
$4,000 Sob Sister $7,500 Captivation 
al + $3,500 $7,000 

CAPITOL |Dreyfus Case Free Soul Reckless Mad Parade 

$5,700 $3,500 Livin Shanghaied 
Wallingford Love 
$4.500 $4.900 
BALTIMORE 
__Nov.7 Nov. 14 _ Nov. 21 Nov. 28 

CENTURY Beloved ~ Honor of | Rich Man's” Flying High 
High. .$29,600 Bachelor Family Folly 322000 
Low... 9,000 $20,000 $18,000 $19,800 

Stage Show 7 ; 

STANLEY Ruling Voice| Cuban Love Guardsman Possessed 
High. .$33,500} $17,000 Song $18,600 $23,500 
Low... 11,000 $14,000 

(4 days) _ 

VALENCIA (Susan Lenox Madelon Mad Parade Penrod 
High. .$11,000 $3,500 Claudet $3,200 $2,900 
Low... 1,800 $3,800 

KEITH’S Girls About | Once a Lady Platinum Touchdown 
High. .$20,000 Town $7,500 Blonde $6,000 
Low... 4,000 $6,500 $7,000 (5 days) 

PARKWAY |Susan Lenox Madelon Beloved Cuban 
High. ..$6,000 $4,200 Claudet Bachelor $5,100 
Low.... 2,500 $5,000 $2,800 

(4 days) 
___Nov. 7 Nov. 14 Nov. 21 Nov. 28 

DENVER Girls About | Once a Lady| Rich Man’s Possessed 
High. .$27,700 Town $16,500 Folly $16,000 
Low... 7,000 $14,700 $16,000 

Stage Show 

PARA- Cuban Love Touchdown | Secret Service Local Boy 

MOUNT Song $8,900 $6,400 $5,700 
High. .$22,000 $9,600 (6 days) 
Low... 3,800 (8 days) 

RIALTO Wallingford Caught Ruling Voice 
High. ..$7,750 $3,500 Plastered $1,800 
Low.... 1,700 (8 days) _ $3,500 

~ TABOR Sob Sister Mad Genius | Purple Sage Men in Her 
High. .$14,000 $9,000 $8,500 $10,000 Life 
Low... 5,500 $5,500 

(New Low) 

ALADDIN Cisco Kid Platinum Yellow Ticket; Heartbreak 
High. hee Y 600 $9,000 Blonde $7,000 $3,500 
Low... 1,650 $6,000 (6 days) 

Nov. 7 Nov. 14 __ Nov. 21 Nov. 28 

_EARLE Girls About | Blonde Crazy | Once a Lady| Local Boy 
High. .$25,000 Town : $21,000 $24,000 
Low... 6,000 $20,000 

Stage Show _ 

PALACE Cuban Love Madelon Wallingford Flying High 
High. .$29,300 Song Claudet $16,500 $29,000 
Low... 8, $17,000 $20,000 (Record) 

Vaude 

COLUMBIA |Susan Lenox] Susan Lenox | Guardsman Guardsman 
High. .$19,000) $15,000 $10,000 $10,000 $7,000 
Low... 4,800 (24 week) (2d week) 

FOX Ambassador | Yellow Ticket; Heartbreak | Over the Hill 
High. .$41,500 Bill $22,000 $18,400 25,900 
Low... 29,600 

KEITH’S Consolation Way Back Way Back 
High. .$18,400| Marriage Home Home 
Low... 4,600 $6,000 $16,000 $11,000 

Vaude (2d_ week) | 7 
Nov. 7 Nov. 14 Nov. 21 Nov. 28 

PALACE Hamilton My Sin Susan Lenox Cuban 
High. .$32,000 $10,500 $11,000 $17,000 $12,500 
Low. ee 7, 

CAPITOL | The Bargain 24 Hours — Local Boy Beloved 
High. .$30,000 $10,000 Personal Maid| 5 Star Final Bachelor 
LOW. .<. & $11,500 $12.000 $12,000 

LOEW'S Side Show The Spider Mad Genius Mad Genius 
High. .$18,500 $14,500 $14,500 $11,500 $14,000 
Low... 7,500 Vaude (2d week) 

PRINCESS | Palmy Days Miracle Miracle East of 
High. — $8,000 Woman Woman Borneo 
Low.. 4, $10,000 $7,000 $9,500 

(2d week) 

IMPERIAL Sky Line Gay Diplomat} Neck & Neck] Confessions 
oa ae Bad Man Rio Grande Lady of a Co-Ed 
Low. 2,500 2,500 $2,500 Surrenders Salvation 

$2,800 Nell 
pos i = — # = 
Nov. 7 Nov. 14 Nov. 21 Nov. 28 

MICHIGAN | ‘Girls Town’ | ‘Once a Lady’| ‘Man’s Folly’ | ‘Local Boy’ 
High..$53,100| $23,700 $26,900 $25,800 $17,400 
Low... 20, Stage Show (6 days) 

FOX ‘Heartbreak’ | ‘Friends and ‘Yellow ‘Ambass. Bill’ 

High. .$50,000 $23,700 Lovers’ Ticket’ $27,600 

Low... 18,000) Stage Show $18,000 $23,300 
(New Low) 

FISHER ‘Mad Genius’ | ‘Cuban Song’ | ‘Touchdown’ | ‘His Woman’ 
High. .$29,000 $16,400 $23,500 $18,000 ‘Beau Hunks 
Low... 12,000) Stage Show, $21,000 

PAR- ‘Platinum’ ‘Claudet’ ‘Claudet’ ‘The Champ’ 

AMOUNT $10,200 $23,006 $10,000 $23,000 
High. .$40,100; (8 days) (2d week) 

Low... 5,500; (2d week) 

UNITED (‘Age for Love’ |‘Age for Love’; ‘Possessed’ ‘Possessed’ 
ARTISTS $8,000 $7,500 $27,000 $9,000 
High. .$39,000 (24 week) (2d week) 
Low... 6.500) . —— -_ — — See — 
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Nov. 7 Nov. 14 Nov. 21 Nov. 28 

ALBEE Last Flight The Spider Wallingford Cisco Kid 
High. .$35,500 $21,500 $35,500 $20,500 $22,000 
Low... 17,000 Vaude Record 

Marx Bros. 
on Stage 

PALACE Girls About | Once a Lady| Rich Man’s Suicide 
High. .$28,100 Town $12,500 Folly Fleet 
Low... 8,000 $14,000 a he $10,000 $11,000 

CAPITOL Beloved Yeliow Ticket} Guardsman His Woman 
High. .$22,000 Bachelor $9,500 $13,500 $11,500 
Low 6,500; $10,500 a TS a 

LYRIC ~ Consolation Madelon Our Children| Touchdown 
High. .$23,900 Marriage Claudet $12,500 $11,000 
Low . §.000 $5 000 — _$16. 000 ae 

PHILADELPHIA 
Pa Nov. sk ew Nov. , _Nov. % ___Nov. 28 
MASTBAUM Dark Dark Dark Dark 
(Tempo- 
Vu (ie a 

_EARLE Expensive Guardsman | Road to Reno 
High. .$27,000 Women $18,500 $12,000 
Low... 17,000 $11,500 

Vaude aa 
FOX Sob Sister Cisco Kid Ambassador 
High. .$41,000 $23,000 $25,000 Bill 
Low... 20,000) Stage Show $24,700 

“STANLEY | Smart 5 Star Final | 5 Star Final 
High. .$37,000 Woman $21,500 $18,000 
Low... 8.000! $13.000_ a = _ (ad _week) eras 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Nov. 7 | Nov. 14 | __Nov. 21 | __Nov. 28 
MINNESOTA; 24 Hours Once a Lady| Rich Man's | Ambassador 
High. .$45,200 $23,200 $21,000 Folly Bill 
Low... 16,000) Stage Show ___ | ___ $19,000 __ $21,600 | 

RKO Notre Dame Platinum Our Children Suicide 
ORPHEUM $16,000 Blonde $16,000 Fleet 
High. .$25,000 Vaude $13,000 $12,000 
Low... 5,000 . 

STATE Hamilton Cuban Love Cisco Kid Touchdown 
High. . $28,000 $9,000 Song $5,000 $9,800 
Low... 3,000 $7,800 

LYRIC Road to Reno Beloved Honor of Sob Sister 
gh .$7,000 $3,700 Bachelor Family $4,000 
ree! a __ $4,500 . 

SEATTLE 
Nov. 7 ‘Nov. 14 Nov. 21 _ Nov. 28 
FIFTH AVE.) Wallingford | Once a Lady | Touchdown Girls About 
High. .$26,000 $14,400 $13,500 $11,800 Town 
Low... 800} Stage Show $11,600 

ORPHEUM Dangerous Consolation | Our Children 
High. .$32,000 Affair Marriage $12,200 Suicide 
Low... 6,500 $9,700 $10,000 Fieet 

- Vaude $12,100 
MUSIC BOX Unholy Mad Genius | Age for Love| Blonde Crazy 
High. .$17,000 Garden $4,000 $3,000 2,500 
Low... 2,500 $4,000 (New Low) 
2d week) 

LIBERTY | Line of Duty Convicted Wild Horse Murder at. 
High. .$11,500 $5,600 $7,600 $6,800 Midnight 
Low... 5, $6,300 

PORTLAND, ORE. 
Nov. 7 __Nov. 14 Nov. 21 Nov. 28 

PARA- Wallingford | Once a Lady Touchdown Girls About 

MOUNT $10,500 $11,000 $9,500 Town 
High. .$22,500) Stage Show $9,000 
Low... 5,000 
BROADWAY Cuban Ambassador | Ambass. Bill 
High. . $23,000 $6,000 Bill $5,500 
Low... 5,500 $9,300 (New Low) 

(2d week) 
RKO Devotion Dangerous | Our Children | Secret Service 

ORPHEUM $11,500 ffair $11,000 $9,500 
High. .$24,000 Vaude $9,400 
Low... 5 
MUSIC BOX| Expensive | Ruling Voice| Mad Genius Local Boy | 
High. .$20,000 Woman $4,000 $4,800 $6,600 
Low... 3, $4,200 

Nov. 7 Nov. 14 Nov. 21 Nov. 28 
ALABAMA ‘Touchdown’ | ‘Ambass. Bill’| ‘Flying High’ 
$11.500 $12,500 $11,600 
RITZ ‘Smart ‘Our Children’ | ‘Suicide Fleet’ 
Woman’ $5,000 $4,800 
$3.500 a | 
Nov. 7 Nov. 14 Nov. 21 Nov. 28 

DAVIS ‘Like Nerve’ ‘Wicked’ ‘Rebound’ ‘Heartbreak’ 
High. .$10,000 $3,250 $3,250 $3,600 $3,800 
Low... 000 

FULTON ‘Sob Sister’ | ‘Squaw Man’ | ‘Road Reno’ ‘The Spider’ 
High. .$12,000 $6,300 $8,500 $6,000 $7,200 
Low... 1,900 

HARRIS  /|‘Fanny Foley’ ‘Homicide ‘Leftover ‘Lasca’ 
High. .$11,000 $3,000 Squad’ Ladies’ $3,000 
Low... 1,200 $3,000 ‘One Way 

Trail’ 
$3,000 E 

PENN ‘Claudet’ ‘24 Hours’ ‘Once a Lady’| ‘Guardsman’ 
High. .$41,000 $21,000 $18,200 $17,000 $20,000 
Low... 13,700 

STANLEY ‘Platinum’ ‘Ambass. Bill’ ‘Man’s Folly’ | ‘Local Boy’ 
—* .$48,000 $13,000 $20,000 $15,000 $19,000 
Low... 11,000! Stage Show | Re See: 4 

xy va en 
Nov. 7 Nov. 14 Nov. 21 Nov. 28 

METRO- |‘Mad Genius’ | ‘Girls Town’ | ‘Touchdown’ | ‘Man's Folly’ 

POLITAN $41,400 $50,400 $32,800 $32,000 
High. .$66,000; Ellington Bd 
Low... 19,500 y a: pe Se ae 

LOEW’ Ss ‘Claudet’ ‘Guardsman’ |‘Flying High’| ‘Possessed’ 

STATE $18,800 $19,900 $13,600 27,000 
High. .$40,000 Vaude 
Low... 10,000 rid , 7 

RKO ‘Platinum’ ‘Back Home’ |‘Our Children’ | ‘Suicide Fleet’ 

KEITH'S $12,500 $21,500 $17,000 $14,000 
High. .$34,500 
Low... 10,700 

KEITH ‘The Tip-Off’ ‘Secret ‘Dangerous |‘Men in Her 

BOSTON $21,700 Service’ Affair’ Life’ 
High. .$23,000 Vaude $21,200 $19,500 $23.000 
te eR Ti aM 

C ‘ontinued on page 28) 





REPLACEMENTS BRING 
MORE WALKOUT TALK 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

Replacements Saturday night (5) 
in the eight houses of Hollywood 
Theatres, Ltd., for the second time 
in three weeks, caused Operators’ 
Union Local 150 to again threaten 
Walkouts in all 61 Fox West Coast 
theatres in the Los Angeles district 
unless the men are reinstated. 

First walkout hint came Sunday 
morning (6), then Sunday afternoon 
and the third time in the evening 
and again today (Monday). Union’s 
excuse for failure of threats to ma- 
previously are that they 
covl4n’t reach Fox West Coast of- 
ficials. 

Oscar 





terialize 


Oldknow late today dis- 
counted the walkout threats, point- 
ing to the union's delavs and stating 
he had once more notified the union 
that Fox West Coast had disposed 
of those theatres to Hollywood The- 
atres, Ltd., and retained no inter- 
est in them. He added that if any 
walkout does materialize he will 
seek legal redress against the op- 
erators., 

Walter Croft, international oper- 
ators representative, arrived by 
plane this afternoon from Kansas 
City to look over the situation. 


Brown’s Frank Talk 


(Continued from page 7) 
his own cut. Inside is that Brown’s 
salary is fixed from year to year 
and he probably was referring to 
next year’s pay. 

The RKO president talked of sav- 
ings effected through studio merger, 
RKO and Pathe. Operating over- 
head so far saved that way is around 





$2,500,000. Also $1,500,000 on dis- 
tribution. The Pathe studios, he 
stated, would be retained as an 


emergency plot with its 10 or so 
sound studios, and that the place 
could be utilized to house the studio 
accounting departments. 

David Selznick, Frown stated, is 
administration head of Radio Pic- 
tures studio; that Charles Rogers 
will complete his producing contract 
with Pathe. 

Reasons for Jam 

When it came to mentioning the 
cause for RKO’s present jam, Brown 
cited several reasons. These in- 
cluded the warm summer spell and 
protracted hot period of 1931, the 
German financial situation, the stock 
market panic of 1930, the British 
going off the gold standard or some- 
thing, and also bad pictures. 

Up to that hot weather spell RKO 
was pretty well off from a theatre 
operating angle, and in the three 
years of RKO existence the theatre 
end has piled up a net of something 
like over 5,000,000. 

Brown stated that RKO, although 
receiving a $1,000,000 cash advance 
from RCA on Dec. 1, needed another 
$1,000,000 currently, and unless the 
financing plan went through it might 
be too bad for stockholders. Be- 
sides which $1,000,000 of the $6,000,- 
000 loaned by C. L. T. and Chemical 
Securities Co. matures Jan. 1. Be- 
fore July 1, 1932, $2,000,000 more will 
mature. This way they have a 
chance to get something back, may- 
be. The plan is for raising $1l,- 
600,000 through a $5 debentures of- 
fering to stockholders. There are 
2,320,000 shares outstanding, each 
share entitling the holder to sub- 
scribe to a $5 debenture with only 
half payment down. He also stated 
that it might be likely the remain- 
ing $2.50 might not be needed and 
that the $11,600,000 sought goes for 
paying off the $6,000,000 recently 
borrowed. 

On the other hand C. I T. and 
Chemical from Brown's talk seems 
to have indicated they will extend 
the maturity of their loan if the 
financing plan goes through, and for 
three years. He didn’t give the 
terms of extension or how it’s to be 
p.id, but RKO is to pay $100,000 
per month the first year, $200,000 
per month the second year, and 
$300,000 per month the third year or 
something like that until the $6,- 
000,000 is fully paid. 


‘Left Bank’ for U 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Universal will talkerize Elmer 
Nice’s ‘Left Bank,’ current at the 
Little theatre, New York. 
John Stahl will direct. 





Terris’ New Distribution 

J. H. Hoffberg, Inc., has closed 
with Tom Terris for distribution of 
his one-reelers to start immediately. 
Pictures will be in two series of 12, 

Terris’ Vagabond series was for- 
merly handled by Van Beuren with 
Radio distribution. 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit are Doing 
and Where and Why 


Fanchon Finds Her “Finds” 


Fanchon missed her find, Lyda 
Roberti, in New York, Lyda hop- 
ping to Hollywood the same time 
Fanchon took train for New York. 
But Lucille Page and Frances Wil- 
liams were playing in Manhattan, 
and the famous woman producer 
saw them. Sailed for Europe on 
the Bremen Saturday, to see the 
Continental shows and return in 
January. 


Ed and Sophie Click 

Sophie Tucker, F. & M. headline 
booking at Skouras’ Audubon, New 
York, was roped into surprise act 
by Ed Lowry, theatre m.c. Stunt 
#0 successful bookers would like to 
play Eddie with Sophie al: over cir- 
cuit, but radio is calling Soph, and 
Ed’s astounding hit at Audubon 
makes him look like a fixture at 
that house for years to come. 
Which doesn’t seem exaggerated 
when you remember his four years 
in St. Looey. 


Milwaukee Pride Touched 


Milwaukee profesh proud of fact 
that Carla Torney, home town girl, 
has staged eight F. & M. dance en- 
sembles, particularly since they 
were all good ones. Result is every 
time Torney ensemble plays Wis- 
consin Theatre it’s Old Home Week 
in the Beer City — now gone ice 
cream. 


F. & M. Stay on Air 


Despite withdrawal of Abe Lyman 
band from Fox theatre, Brooklyn, in 
few weeks to play broadcasting 
dates exclusively, F. & M.-Abe Ly- 
man radio hour on Columbia net- 
work will go on, featuring Edna 
Wallace Hopper. But instead of 
using Fox Brooklyn special studio 
broadcasts will be switched to Co- 
lumbia Manhattan studio on Madi- 
s0n avenue. 


Edna’s Swell Start 


Edna Wallace Hopper, newest F. 
& M. “girl,” got off to flying start at 
Fox Capitol, New Haven, on her 
initial Fanchon and Marco engage- 
ment. New Haven critic said Edna 
looked as good as she did in “Floro- 
dor” thirty years before. No John- 
nies at stage door, however, because 
they're thing of past, anyway. 


Sunny Aaron Sisters 


Aaron Sisters, sweet radio sing- 
ers with “Tin Types” Idea, attract 
much newspaper comment on tour 
through carrying own sun _ bath 
equipment of small-panelled spe- 
cially treated glass. Aarons are 
from Mississippi, where it’s sunny 
almost all the time, and one guess 


is it keeps them from geting home- 
sick. 


120 Girls Picked 

Thousand Chicago beauts in 
initial eliminations of World’s Fair 
Idea contest, held in grand ball- 
room Hotel Sherman, Judges were 
Lou Lipstone, Bill Pine, Shirley 
Brenner for B. & K.; Harry Singer, 
Muriel Stryker, Will J. Harris, for 
F. & M. Judges planned on select- 
ing 120 gals for finals, but so many 
lookers appeared 200 were picked. 


Big Names for Roxy 

New York F. & M. office looking 
for radio names for addition Roxy 
shows, starts with Aunt Jemima, 
who is clicking big on air. Show 
with kiddie appeal] being assembled 
for Christmas Week. Phil Bloom 
and Clark Robinson out after best 
éinging talent. 
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MORE playing time for 
acts —as F. & M. cr 


4shes 





Fox, Publix—and now 
Warners—the whole trade 
is going... 
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MATINEES OUT 
IN B-K TRIO 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 


Matinee business has dropped to 
guch an extent in the neighbor- 
hoods that B, & K. is running a 
scythe through its outlying spots 
and chopping wherever possible. 
In the past wéek the Alamo, Manor 
and Belpark have been retired to 
night shows only except for Sat- 
urdays and Sundays. 

That more B-K grinds will feel 
the axe in the same manner seems 
fairly certain. This is outside the 
holiday period when the kids romp 
from the schools, 


Mce Silver Installing 
Selling by Managers 











Move Silver returned last week 
from: an inspection tour of New 
England, accompanied by I. J. Hoff- 
man, after personally contacting 
managers in the field with a view 
to putting into effect his new policy 
of salesmanship by managers. Pre- 
viously he contacted upstate New 
York for the same purpose. 

Silver will later personally sur- 
vey the rest of the far-flung War- 
ner chain, meeting the managers 
personally and advising on neces- 
sity of salesmanship at this time. 
Meanwhile, he will have an oppor- 
tunity himself to study local prob- 
lems so that he can prepare for 
proper home office assistance to the 
managers, 

His next trip will be either to the 
Washington or Chicago territories. 








Shutters for Several 
Midwest RKO Houses 


Pun Chicago, Dec. 7. 

Stutdown of the Englewood,Dec. 
8, goincides with RKO decision to 
fol@* four other grade B houses. 
Those affected include the Granada, 
South Bend; Majestic, Springfield; 
Paramount, Fort Wayne, and 
Strand, Madison. 

Closing order on this group is be- 
lieved to be only a temporary one, 
precipitated by the approaching pre- 
holiday business bugaboo. All four 
houses are operating with straight 
picture policies. 

At Fort Wayne RKO is reopening 
the Embeyd with vaude and retain- 
ing the Jefferson for pictures only. 
Springfield will be left with one 
house, the Orpheum, vaude operated. 
Same for the Orpheum, Madison. 
Elimination of the Strand leaves 
RKO with only the Palace in South 
Bend in straight pictures. 


Stunt-Run House 


Pittsburgh, Dec, 7. 

Warners is convinced that the 
small-seat Ritz, downtown site, can 
be. turned into a stunt enterprise. 
‘Ten Nights’ goes in for run with a 
sex film? ‘Road to Hell,’ with living 
models, to follow. 

The Ritz is in the heart of the 
downtown section and for years has 
been operated as a second run. At- 
tractions from now on will stick as 
long as they can last. 








Oakland Par’s Calcium 
Hollywood, Dee. 7. 

Paramount’s newest coast house, 
the Paramount at Oakland, opens 
Dee. 16. 

Calcium affair with Paramount 
celebs going from here for a typ- 
ical Hollywood starter. 


———— 











Foremost Film Writers 
and Dialogicians 











HOWARD J. GREEN 


; Writer 


Representative: Arthur M. Landau 











JOSEPH JACKSON 


Now Adapting 
‘HIGH PRESSURE’ 
for WILLIAM POWELL 

at WARNER BROTHERS 














$249.75 FOR BENEFIT 


How Chattanooga Minister Held 
Down Unemployment Funds 








Chattanooga, Tenn., Dec. 7. 

Chattanooga reversed itself in the 
recent benefit promotion by failing 
to work up a bible-belt sweat, but 
equally failing to support the charity 
plan, which even the newspapers 
gave free plugging. 

Tivoli, State, and Rialto, Publix 
houses, gave together two midnight 
matinees and one morning show. 
T.voli took in $127; State, $120, 
and Rialto (morning house), $2.75. 
Bleven formed audience at last 
named. 

The ministers didn’t have to 
squawk about any attempt to give 
three Sunday afternoon perform- 
ances, which easily would have 
netted several grands. The Publix 
managers knew the squawk would 
come, so tried to forestall it by ap- 
pealing to city and county officials. 
Officials wouldn't guarantee Sunday 
afternoon protection, though, so the 
idea was dropped, at expense of the 
local community chest. 

Only one preacher, North Chatta- 
nooga regular who periodically 
starts a campaign against pictures 
in general, voiced « howl against 
even the midnight performances, 
and hinted at having the loitering 
law stirred up ag’in it. His com- 
plaint only drew the smallest head 
possible in one paper, and no edi- 
torial, so he dropped the idea still- 
born. 





Phoenix Pool 


Phoenix, Ariz., Dec. 7. 

Following invasion of this sit- 
uation by Fox-West Coast, Publix 
theatres may be pooled with the 
F-WC site into one operation. F- 
WC, building its own house here, 
entered local competition last sum- 
mer. 

If a deal is reached between the 
two chains belief is that Publix will 
demand operation. This circuit has 
six local houses, two of which are 
closed. 





Pay Based on Draw 


(Continued from page 3) 
are the personal, invaluable links 
between producer and consumer. 
They create excitement and the 
vogues that keep the industry alive. 
Lower Paid Actors 

‘I I were a producer and had the 
choice of hiring one competent ac- 
tor at half the salary of an equally 
competent actor, I'd do it. The 
formula of demand nd supply han- 
dles that reduction automatically 
I could cite many instances of big 
‘names’—pathetically big—who are 
now subsisting on the funds of the 
relief committee merely because 
capable actors from thé legitimate 
stage assumed their jobs at smaller 
salaries, 

‘Fut with actors who, for the mo- 
ment at least, have personai box 
office importancs, a wholesale sal- 
ary reduction is not only imprac- 
tical, it is impossible. An actor can- 
not always be successful. Youth 
doesn’t last forever. Public favor}is 
fickle. When a star is in the des- 
cendant, picture magnates don’t 
sentimentalize over his past draw- 
ing power. He’s through. At the 
peak of his earning capacity he 
must realize fully on the potentiali- 
ties of his strength at the box office.’ 

Mr. Nagel, at Loew's Paradise in 
the Bronx on the first of an eight- 
week tour of Loew houses, finds no 
terrors in personal audience con- 
tact. He’s Hollywood’s favorite 
spokesman whenever Hollywood has 
anything to say at mass meetings 
or premieres. 

Mr. Nagel is enthusiastic over the 
canvass of the Motion Picture Re- 
lief Committee, which this year, as 
a result of the salary tax, will real- 
ize $100,000, as against the $75,000 
collected last year through volun- 
tary pledges. 

Supervision of the Public Market 
he owns in Beverly, administration 
of the nume-‘ous film committees on 
which he serves, four shows a day 
at the Paradise and trying to keep 
up with all the parties Edgar Allan 
Woolf is throwing for him make 
Conrad Nagel just about the busiest 
chap in town. Woolf wrote the skit 
Mr. Nagel and Joan Marsh are now 


playing. 


Berk’s Exchanges 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Sam Berkowitz, former producer 
of Pioneer Pictures, has opened 
indie exchanges in Los Angeles and 
San Francisco. Exchanges are 
known as the Atlas Distributing Co. 
Company has the coast rights for 
Harry Carey Prods, and Weiss 
Brothers Artclass Prods . 











50% Change 


A survey by the N. Y. Film 
Board of Trade being made for 
1931 on theatres in New York, 
New Jersey and Long Island 
area reveals that 50% of them 
have changed hands one or 
more times during the past year. 


Publix Starts 
Drive to Lower 
Theatre Rentals 


Theatre rents must come down to 
a new low for 1932 in keeping with 
the general outlook, This demand 
is now being made on landlords 
many of whom the past year have 
already somewhat reduced terms of 
leases, 

Publix is leading the offensive. 
That circuit with over 1,000 houses, 
a large percentage of which are on 
lease, is preparing a program to ex- 
tend throughout its domain. Also 
approaching the situation are 
Warner Bros., RKO and others. WB 
and RKO are declared to have the 
rent problem well in hand. WB, 
with around 500 houses, has ob- 
tained numerous reductions within 
the past year. General increase in 
the number of closed houses has 
automatically brought rents down 
considerably. 

Cuts on leases will be asked for 
all types of theatres including 
houses both open and closed. 

Contrary to some inner belief, 
there are no contracts with land- 
lords which provide that in the 
event a theatre is closed down the 
rent is automatically reduced. 


‘STRONG ARM’ LEADER 
GETS 6 MONTHS IN JAIL 


Theodore Greenberg, 42, of 904 
Tiffany street, the Bronx, picture 
machine operator, who is said to 


have been the leader of the strong 
arm force of the motion picture 
operators’ union, was sentenced to 
six months in the Workhouse in 
Special Sessions following his con- 
viction of assault, He is also under 
indictment along with officials of 
the union for conspiracy. 

Greenberg was arrested on the 
complaint of Cecil Wood, an oper- 
ator, of Brooklyn, who claimed the 
defendant beat him up during a 
meeting of the union at Beethoven 
Hall on May 20. 

According to probation officers, 
Greenberg is a member of the 
Motion Picture Machine Operators’ 
Protective Union, Local 306, of 
which Sam K.plan, also under in- 
dictmert, is the president. Wood 
with 10 other members were ex- 
pelled from the union in 1929 for 
violating its rules. The expelled 
members subsequently appealed to 
the Supreme Court to have an ac- 
counting made of the union’s books 
which was granted. 

In court - hen Greenberg was 
sentenced it was declared that the 
11 expelled members had caused 
trouble at all the meetings held by 
the organization. The complainant 
declared that Greenberg had been 
haled to court on 10 previous occa- 
sions but always beat the charge. 


























Publix Leaves New Year 
Midnights to Local Staffs 


Publix’s midnight shows New 
Year’s eve will be up to district 


managers, city managers and house 
bosses, 

Suggestion made by the home of- 
fice for those houses using stage 
shows is that they arrange for loca] 
radio broadcasts of the entertain- 
ment, 





PEACE IN DECATUR 
Decatur, Ill, Dec. 7, 


Picketing of the Avon theatre, 
owned by Gust Constan ended 
when Constan- signed contract 
with the operators’ union to employ 
four men in the projection room. 

When the 1931 contract expired 
Constan objected to the union de- 
mands and operated with two non- 
union booth men. Picketing began 
immediately. 
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6-Yr.-Old Strike in E. M. Loew’s Houses 


Still Echoing in Various Ways 





CLOSING OVER XMAS 


2 Houses in Dallas Sidestepping 
Threatening Red 








Dallas, Dec. 7. 
Capitol, RKO’s split-weeker here, 
closed Sunday (6) for the Xmas 


drop. House admitted fair money- 
maker. Reopens Christmas day is 
announcement. 


Showhouse, legit, also closed Sat- 
urday (5) for Santa Claus. Reopen- 
ing Dec. 27. 

Xmas closings are precedent in 
this town, 


TENN. WANTS CHARITY 
SHOWS ON SUNDAYS 


Birmingham, Dec. T. 








Chattanooga wants Sunday shows. 
The Chamber of Commerce there is 
trying to get the houses open on 
Sundays for benefit shows and is 
seeking to learn if there is any 
legal barrier in the way. 

The results will be interesting to 
a number of Bible belt citfes. One 
or two small towns in Mississippi 
are the only Sunday show for char- 
ity places. 


ERPI WON'T TRANSFER 
SHUBERT EQUIPMENT 


Chicago, Dec. 7, 

Refusing to transfer the Woods 
theatre’s sound equipment from the 
Shubert lease to N. S. Earger, new 
operator of the house, ERPI in- 
sisted on removing the machines 
entirely and replacing with new 
sound boxes. Understood that the 
Shuberts owe ERPI for installation 
and maintenance of machines and 
Western Electric removed the 
wire as a legal precaution. 

Forced installation of new equip- 
ment delayed the opening of the 
new burlesque house more than half 
a day. This compjlicated and out- 
wardly unnecessary action was or- 
dered by EBPI in New York with 
the Shubert receivership entangle- 
ments involved, 


Kans. Picketing Order 


Kansas City, Dec. 7, 

A restraining order has been 
issued by Judge John Pollock, of 
Topeka, to prevent picketing and 
other interference with the Gauntier 
theatre, Kansas City, Kans. 

Order was issued when repre- 
sented members vf the booth men’s 
union were seeking to interfere 
with the operation of the theatre 
because of labor difficulties. 

Trouble, it is stated, has no con- 
nection with the recent labor dif- 
ficulties here. ? 

Order returnable Dec. 30 for a 
hearing over a temporary injunc- 
tion, 


Loew’s in Wilmington 


Wilmington, Del., Dec. 7. 

FE. A. Schiller of Loew's has 
completed a deal with S. B. Dobbs 
for the Parkway theatre here; 
2,100-seater will be a straight pic- 
ture stand for Loew. 

This is the first Loew theatre 
ever within Delaware. 























Royer’s Second Indie 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

‘Cannon-ball Express,’ being filmed 
at International as Fanchon Royer’s 
second indie for George Weeks, has 
the same writer and director com- 
bination as ‘Gangway.’ Story by 
Bernard McConville is being megged 
by Wallace Fox. 

Tom Moore, Rex Lease, Ruth 
Renick and Lucille Brown in the 
cast, 


Pawtucket, R. L, Dec. 7. 
More than 1,000 patrons were 
driven from E. M. Loew’s Capitol 
theatre here Friday night (4) by a 


barrage of offensive odors, attri- 
buted to a combination of tear gas 
and mustard gas. Several persons 
were blinded temporarily, one wo- 


man fainted and many were made ill 
while the nauseating fumes clung 
to their clothing. 

E. M. Loew operates his chain of 
nearly a score of theatres in New 
England with non-union labor as a 
result of a strike which began at 
Pawtucket in 1925 and which was 
extended to all of Loew’s houses. 
The trouble began when Loew at- 
tempted to lay off a Pawtucket 
stagehand for the summer after 
deciding temporarily to dispense 
with stage attractions in his Music 
Hall theatre here, film heuse. That 
house now is closed. 

Three women and two men are 
suspected of having released the 
gaseous Odor in the Capitol in the 
brief interim between the close of 
the feature picture and the opening 
of the vaude. A police captain, wit- 
nessing the show, was the first to 
detect the odor. He ordered Man- 
ager Irving Finn to inform the audi- 
ence it would be advisable to leave 
the theatre. The nearly capacity 
house, which seats approximately 
1,500, was emptied quickly, but or- 
derly. A half hour later less than 
200 returned and the show was con- 
tinued despite the still prevailing 
odor. 

Mentioning Bugs 

The substance that caused the 
emptying of the Capitol was in a 
bottle discovered under a seat in the 
front of the orchestra floor in the 
section where a patron reported 
that the suspected three women and 
two men had sat for only a few 
minutes quickly departing as the 
stage was illuminated. 

The ‘bombing’ was the second 
overt act against the theatre last 
week. Hundreds of letters signed 
‘Capitol Theatre Management,’ were 
found to have been mailed to Paw- 
tucket people, mentioning a con- 
dition of vermin in the theatre and 
offering a reward for assistance in 
locating the persons said te have 
put the bugs in the seats. Loew de- 
nied his office had sent out the 
letters and demanded an investiga- 
tion by the Post Office Department, 

Loew, who is 33 years old, not 
only has the two theatres in Paw- 
tucket, but also houses in Boston, 
Providence, Dorchester, Hartford, 
Fitchburg, Worcester, Portland, 
Somerville, New Bedford and San- 
ford, Me. His investment is valued 
at more than $3,000,000. 











Mickey Mouse | 
Clubs 


Are Proving the Greatest Good 
Will Builders in Theatrical 
History! 


START ONERIGHT NOW 


For Full Organization Details 
write to 


Walt Disney Studios 


2719 Hyperion Ave. 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
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FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


Headlining “VACATION DAYS” Idea 
Personal Direction HARRY FENTELL 
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-RKO’S Theatres’ Big Net 





(Continued from page 7) 

by showmen. While the RKO 
studios were eating up the thea- 
tre profit, the vaudevilie bills, with 
poor pictures, were holding up the 
grosses. A lightweight picture do- 
ing a doleful business in an RKO 
straight film theatre, finishing to a 
heavy loss, in another RKO house 
with vaude held up the week’s gross 
to a profit. If a very bad picture, 
the loss in a straight picture house 
might go to $12,000 on the week as 
has happened at the RKO Mayfair. 
New York, with a Radio talker, 
while if the combination house took 
a loss it would be between $1,006 
and $2,000. 

Owing to the consistency of bad 
pictures from Radio studios for 
nearly two years, it is claimed by 
show people that REO could not 
have existed without its vaudeville 
adjunct. The great fault and dif- 
ficulty RKO now finds itself in is 
laid to the fact that no change was 
made, until. late last month, in the 
Radio studio for nearly two years. 

During the two year or 
term of the Radio failures but two 
big Radio money pictures were 
turned out. Those were ‘Rio Rita, 
one of the first of the musical 
talkers and a hit for that reason, 
and the other, ‘Cimarron,’ last year. 
‘Rita’ made some money through the 
foreign trade but ‘Cimarron’ did not. 
‘Cimarron’ cost $1,600,000 to pro- 
duce to which has been added 30% 
of gross rentals for distribution. 


Uptown Puzzle 


longer 





tion end. The one bit of bad ad- 
vice at least that Hiram Brown re- 
fused te accept when first heading 
t.e RKO company was to oust 
vaudeville. Brown completely re- 
fused to Lsten to the suggestion, 
saying he had faith in vaudeville, 
believed it would be usable and 
profitable to RKO and ordered it 
continuee. 


At K. C—Rhoden Steps In 


Kansas City, Dec. 7. 
Elmer Rhoden, division manager 
of Fox Midwest, succeeds M. B. 
Shanberg as operating manager of 
Fox Midland Theatre Co. Latter 
announced his resignation yester- 

day (6). 
Rhoden, 





through taking over the 
Midland circuit, has more theatres 
under his management than any 
other division director in the coun- 
try, his contro: extending to all Fox 
interests in the middlewest except 





Had Brown, say showmen, been 
more fully acquainted with the 
mixed variety business and in- 
structed more liberally in_ the 
vaudeville end, with more skimp 


ing on picture details, there would | 
had been more RKO theatres play 
ing vaudeville than have been so 
doing the past 18 months, and with } 
more profit for the RKO theatre | 
dep’t. 
Can Be 
Brown could have bee.. 
as well had je selected 
fo- his closest advisors. RKO is 
looked upon unique company 
in show business and is comparable 
to Loew’s on its theatre side 
through its limited number of most 


Turned Around 


informed 
showmen 


as a 


ly modern theatres. Many show- 
men point out that RKO should 
never have fallen into its present 
jam; that it could have turned 
around within six months and in 
the right direction but only under 
the guidance of showmen. 

When it was printed that Hiram 


Frown, in talking to newspapermen 
the other day on RKO affairs, had 
mentioned that perhaps he had 
picked the wrong men, the echo in 





the St. Louis house. Group in- 
cludes 112 houses in Missouri, Kan- 


| sas, Illinois, Iowa and Nebraska. 





tunate position. It has first choice 
or call upon acts, has been enabled 
to form its road show and spot 
bookings to advantage, and is with- 
out salary competition in the selec- 
tion of acts, ex:epting for names. 
All of the major circuits compete 


for drawing boxoffice names, this 
forcing up salaries frequently, as 
with the example of Eddie Cantor 


now at the RKO Palace, New York, 
for $8,800 weekly, but breaking the 
house record each week. 

The New York charge for ‘office 
overhead’ is a customary weekly 
deduction by chains. Some circuits 
might charge almost anything to 
the home office expense which 
would have to be paid out of the 
office overhead account.- With RKO 
the gross annual amount of this 
collection, probably totaling $3,500,- 








Shanberg Resigns from Fox 


Prov. House Dark Again 


Providence, Dec. 7. 

Reopened but a few weeks ago 
after renovation, the 
theatre is dark again. 
House closed last week after a try 
at first run pictures, then vaudfilm, 
and finally second run _ pictures. 
Theatre had previously been dark 
for almost two years 

Walter Bigelow and William Pur- 
} cell of Fall River, Mass., who leased, 
have given up the spo: entirely. 


elaborate 
Modern 


Okla. Circuit Spreading 


Dallas, Dec. 7. 
Duncan and American at Cushing, 
Okla., bought by Midwest Theatre 
Operating Co., Okla. City, from 
Hiram Dunean. Bringing new cir- 
cuit’s holding to eight in that state, 
four in Tulsa, one each in Okla. 
City and Frederick, two in Cushing. 
Midwest owned by Phil Isley, ex- 


After a 3-Policy Try 


Saperstein to 
Be Reimbursed 
By $10 Dinner 


Chicago, 
Allied groups locally planning tg 
give Aaron Saperstein, Illinoi 


Dec, 7 


pres. 
ident, a testimonial dinner Jan. 5, 
Event is in recognition of the work 


Saperstein has done for the organie 
zation and to repay him for the 
he lost while devoting his 
time to the association, to 
jury of his own theatre business, 

This is despite the many dis- 
gruntled Allied members who openly 
state that they lost more than they 
won in the Allied-Operators’ strug- 


coin 
entire 
the ine 


gle. Their howl has been that the 
only exhibs who gained anrthing 
are those who were not in the tight 


but who received the benefits of the 


former U 


No 


shows 


It was the 


equip salesman, and William Moran, 
r..gr. for Okla. City. 


VOTES SUNDAY EVENINGS 

Newell, Ia., Dec. 7. 
Sunday 
afternoons here, but voters insured 
films for Sunday evenings by voting 
the night entertainment. 


mornil 


third try to 


Sunday entertainment in the town. 


Tic 


this 
Zs or 
jor 


obtain 





share of 


cut without having to dive into 
wrangle 
‘kets for 


themselves. 
the 


rate, 


Saperstein 
are to retail at $10 and about 
2,000 diners comprise the goal At 
figuring expenses at 
proximately $3 a plate, the net profit 
should touch close to $12,000. 
this sum 
Saperstein who is reputedly draw- 
ing a salary of $5,000 annually f 
the organization. 


the 
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Ue 
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Comparative Grosses for November 





























































































































The puzzle uptown is how the show circles was that it was not 000, is looked upon as somewhat 
downtown groups financially inter- | in his operating theatre men where high for the staff: involved. The 
ested in the show business fail to| he had erred but in the choice ~* | RKO vaudeville booking department 
grasp the exact conditions. Their his advisors and picture producers. is reported to .be self-sustaining —_ 
information according to _ their Rage is os ag circa ae through its commission charges (Continued from page 25) 
movements is no more reliably | Playing vauceville to any exe | upon bookings, therefore not par- 
based’ upon the practical opera- | Fanchon & tpt + age are =. ticipating in any of the weekly PROVIDENCE 
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similarly situated, like Fox, than the | Style apart somewhat Sepen atreaeen Up to yesterday (7) it was re- - STATE | — ee? } se a ’ ae 2t 7 —fiov: a 
head executives of the companies | V@udeville. Other ee oe 4! ported RKO had collected through High $28,000 ‘$17,200 vetsee” “eine ‘Be ag ks’ 
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formed. For that reason and prob- | 'OTmer Player OF Its own stase pres- | tom some banks, proxies for nearly ae — ar =17 ; 7 17 Je pen | 
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Vaudeville with RKO is a heri- Through the current vaudeville |to approve its financing plan as| MAJESTIC ‘Honor of ‘Sob Sister’ | ‘Mad Genius’ | ‘Loca! Boy’ 
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Vaude 
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Mors. Agree to Take Over Headaches 
Of N. V. A. for the Next Five Years 





Manager-members of the Variety 
Managers’ Association, comprising 
the principal circuits and inde- 
pendents, have agreed to take over 
the obligations and financial wor- 
actors’ NVA for the 
Their plan, a re- 


ries of the 
next five years. 
ported modification of that submit- 


ted by the NVA clubhouse faction 
and featuring strict economy, was 
returned to the NVA counsel late 
last week by the managers’ attor- 
ney in the matter, Nathan Burkan. 

Prior to the meeting of the NVA 
board of directors last night (Mon- 
day) at 11 o’clock, it appeared like- 
ly the»managers’ plan would be 
adopted. It then goes to the man- 
agers for the formality of their 
ratification. 

No method or plan for raising 
funds is mentioned in the Burkan 
agreement. The managers agree to 
worry about that with the NVA 
club’s co-cperation. Whatever the 
new fund-raising procedure may be 
in place of the NVA’S past cus- 
tomary hat-passing will be decided 
later by the managers. 

The plan provides for full main- 
tenance of the NVA sanitarium at 
Saranac, N. Y., and the present New 
York charity list of around $2,500 
a week, with continuance of the 
social or clubhouse side as far as 
possible under the budget. Disposal 
of the present large and costly club- 
house in West 46th street becomes 
a necessity, along with the estab- 
lishing of smaller quarters for ad- 
ministration and as a social hang- 
out, 

Officers Stay 

Henry Chesterfield says any form 
of settlement would not change or 
affect the present list of NVA offi- 
cers. He stated that although Ted 
Healy has been somewhat scarce as 
a club president, not having ap- 
peared at the club since his election 
last summer, there will be no ne- 


+ 





No Sunday Shows 


Sunday vaude shows around 
New York and Brooklyn seem 
to have died »ut completely. 

A few Sunday attempts this 
fall were failures. 

Even Sam Bernstein is with- 
out a Sunday house to book. 


RADIO STUDIO ACT ON 
LOEW STAGE FOR WEEK 


WOR, 











the indie Newark, N. J., 
station operated by L. Bamberger, 
will take over the Loew's State 
stage in that town for the full week 
of Dec. 12. Station will double its 
entire musical and contract talent 
staff on the State stage. 

State will dispense with its regu- 
lar five-act bill for the week. 





cessity for another election until 
next June, the regular date. 

Reports that the NVA has discon- 
tinued advancing transportation 
money to acts for the purpose of 
filling out-of-town engagements, 
and that numerous NVA charity 
subjects on the NVA in the past 
have been cut off the NVA list and 
driven to the Jewish Guild and Ac- 
tors’ Fund, were declared untrue by 
the NVA secretary. 

Ed. Schiller of Loew’s has been 
representing VMA managers in the 
NVA matter as a guide for Burkan. 
Robert Newman is the clubhouse 
faction’s attorney Chesterfield en- 
gaged on behalf of the NVA and 
paid from the NVA Fund, 

It is estimated at least $300,000 
will be necessary for the next fiscal 
year, starting in March, for opera- 
tion of the NVA in all its phases, 
including the considerably cur- 
tailed social end. 








You Mustn't 


Following are excerpts from RK 
November. 
eliminated: 


Say That— 


O’s material censorship lists during 


Names of the users of the deleted gags, bits and business are 


Reference to the late Sir Thomas Lipton, 
Reference to depression or unemployed. 


Song dedicated to Hoover—‘Just 


Gag about horse’s hips and reply, 


Biz of striking lady in rear with 


Hand on rear biz during adagio 
The bird. 

Reference to Bank of U. S. 
Bean gag. 

Lousy. 


One More Chance’. 
‘You're not far from it. 
slapstick, 

dance. 


Man’s gesture on other man’s chest. 


Girl: ‘I have a terrible past.’ 
voted for Hoover.’ 


Man: ‘Why?’ 


Girl: ‘Three years ago I 


Biz with girl’s bloomers and remark, ‘Here take this out and get it 


filled’. 


Vulgar gesture of striking right arm at the elbow with left hand, 


Reference to Seabury. 


‘She’s fattest in places where it does the most good.’ 


‘I can't bear children.’ 


Omit Mayor Walker's name and substitute with Murphy or some other 


name. 


In the bath tub with her sunny side up gag. 
‘Don’t get your vowels in an uproar.’ 


Biz of man touching other man 
lady. 


in rear when he backs away from 


Gag with girl in audience, ‘Anything else you'd like?’ and the reply 
‘Nothing you could throw from the audience.’ 
Looking intently at woman when speaking of curves. 


Girl and man struggling in miniature automobile. 
too little to get me into such a position.’ 


body to so much and get so little.’ 


During girl’s dance, comic’s remark: 


of a girl like that, only she wore 
was killed in the rush.’ 


She: ‘Your car's 
And later, ‘I never saw any- 


‘My father was killed because 


pajamas and the string broke. He 


Placing eggs in bosom after remark, ‘There’s something missing.’ 


Woman shaking her 

through the Navy Yard.’ 
Remark about making everyone 
Physics gag. 


‘I will hold it. I paid for it.’ 


head negatively 


and saying, ‘I just walked 


but the janitor. 


High liver and floating kidney gag. 
Line about ‘feeling around’ in ‘stay after school’ number, 
Mention of Warner Bros. in story about Al Jolson. 


teference to four shows a day 

Man’s remarks about girl: 
rumble seat!’ 

Man wearing brassiere. 

Girl wiping something out of her 

lor the word brassiere substitute 
like kimono. 


Line in ‘Walking My Baby Back Home’—‘she’s reaching for 


haven't got.’ 
Striking lady with cane. 
‘He can't sing without feeling.’ 
Removing hand from breasts. 


‘Your motor 


at the Jefferson. 


is running’ and ‘What a 


eye and mentioning pigeons. 
some other article of feminine attire, 


what I 


Gag about ‘even if she was a tall girl.’ 
Biz of poking at girl’s stomach with finger and broom handle 





| not 


Kvale Ends 80 Months 
As M.C. for B. & K. 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 


Ending 80 months as an m.c. for 
various Balaban and Katz houses, 
Al Kvale stepped out this week. He 
predated Benny Meroff and most of 
the other m.c’s here. Frankie Mas- 
ters is now about the only survivor 
of the numerous brigade still around 
these parts. 

Kvale expects to visit California 
on vacation. 


ALL-COLORED BILL FOR 
PALACE A POSSIBILITY 


RKO Palace, New York, grossed 
$33,000 last week, the fifth of the 
Cantor-Jessel bill. 

Latest decision is to hold the same 
show intact for Christmas and New 
Year’s Eve, unless something un- 
forseen happens to the business be- 
tween now and then. At the pres- 
ent pace, indications are favorable 
for the show’s sticking until after 
the first of the year. 

Something to follow 
Jessel layout as a show and an at- 
traction is RKO's present dilemma 
over the Palace. Lou Holtz is the 
next logical headliner, although the 
booking office is reported against 
folowing immediately with Holtz. 
At present an all-colored show 
headed by Bill Robinson, Ethel 
Waters and the Cab Calloway or 
Duke Ellington band is a possibility 
as a two-week filler between Cantor- 
Jessel’s closing and Holtz’ opening. 

Another idea under discussion in 
the booking office is a bill composed 
of Jessel, Burns and Allen and other 
parts of the Palace program for the 
RKO neighborhood theatres in New 
York. 

Excepting for a few minor changes 
in bits and spotting, the show in its 
current (sixth) week is practically 
unchanged since the opening. 








Martin Beck’s Motion to 
Examine Books Denied 


Motion of Martin Beck, 25% stock- 
holder in the Palace Theatre & 
Realty Corp., suing the E. F. Albee 
estate, the B. F. Keith corporations 
and the Palace T & R for allegedly 
misappropriating the funds of the 
latter company, to be permitted to 
examine the books of the late E. F. 
Albee, was denied by Judge Was- 
serfogel in the New York Supreme 
Court Tuesday (1). 


Max Steuer, attorney for Beck, 
declares he will appeal from the 
decision, 

Attorneys for the defense were 
Abeles & Green for the executors 
of the Albee estate, and B. B. 
Kahane for the corporations. 


Dolf Leffler Married 


Dolf Leffler, RKO booker, and 
Muriel Titus, non-pro, were mar- 
ried in New York Dec. 1. 

Leffler books the RKO 
shows. 





intact 


the Cantor-| 





§ Doctors Among 54 Creditors Listed 
By Marion Harris in Bankruptcy 





Every Night 


Reading, Pa., Dec. 7. 
Signs in front of theatres 
becoming interestingly versatile. 
One in a town near here reads: 

Monday—Spaghetti Night. 
Tuesday—Potato Night. 
Wednesday — Tomato Can 
Night 

Thursday—Fish Night. 
Friday—Bean Night. 
Saturday—Vaudeville Night. 


$4,500 FOR RUTH ETTING 
AT ROXY PER WEEK 


area 
aie 











Ruth Etting opens at the Roxy, 
New York, Dec. 18 for two weeks 
there, with a week in Brooklyn and 
four out of town to follow. All 
the dates are with Fanchon & 


Marco, made through Charlie Mor- 
rison. 

Miss Etting’s salary of $4,500 
weekly will prevail for all theatres 
played, from reports. 

Headlining a single singer of pop- 
ular songs will be a departure for 
the 6,200-seat Roxy. 

The Mills Brothers, colored radio 
singers, also go to the Roxy from 
the New York Paramount. Roxy is 
paying the colored turn $3,000. 





MEROFF TAKES OUT BIT 


Agrees with V. M. A. on Protest 
From Waring’s Band 


Fred Waring of Waring’s Penn- 
sylvanians, and Benny Meroff, now 
at the Palace, New York, appeared 
at the V. M. A. last Thursday (3) 
to adjust the former's protest 
against a bit of business used by 
Meroff with his present band. 

After the matter had been heard, 
Meroff told Waring if he really be- 
lieved the megaphone drill, under 
protest, belonged to him, that he 
(Meroff) would take it out. War- 
ing declared he considered it his 
property and Meroff stated the bit 
would be eliminated at once. 

Meroff retains the bit where the 
musicians fall down with the megs. 





Yellen-Jessel Show 


Jack Yellen, interested in the new 
George Jessel show which will start 
rehearsals after Jessel ends his 
present Palace, New York, engage- 
ment, has started to do some 
casting. 

Yellen dropped into the Billie 
Pierce studio and watched Adele 
Goulding dance. The girl had never 
had any stage experience, but Yellen 
placed her under call for the Jessel 
show. 





200 in Coast Vauders New Ass'n: 
Object $7.50-510 Minimum Salaries 





RACKET BENEFITS 


RKO Warns Acts—Cautions Those 
Appearing Free 


Due to an alleged benefit racket 
now being operated in the name of 
the unemployed, RKO is notifying 
all acts through their agents to be 
more cautious about such engage- 
ments. The booking office requests 
the acts to protect themselves by 
submitting all benefit propositions, 
regardless of the backers, to RKO 
for investigation. 

Phoney benefit boys, according to 
RKO, have through the unemploy- 
ment condition found soft pickings 
with benefit show gags. Most use 
the names of influential persons 
without permission to lend dignity 
to the performances, 

Acts are receiving so many re- 
quests for their free services, most 
knowing which is worthy or 
phoney. For political reasons they 
ittempt to play as many 4s 

RKO charges many such benefits 
ire simply rackets, 


possible 





Holly wood, Dec. 7. 

Local vaude actors have united 
into the California Artists’ Protec- 
tive Ass'n. for the purpose of better- 
ing local conditions and te boycot 
coffee and cakes dates. Organiza- 
tion, through Frank Freeman, pres., 
and Frederick V. Bowers, John 
Morris and Henry King, directors, 
has notified all agents that here- 
after $7.50 per day is the minimum 
in a 25-mile radius around Los An- 
geles, with $10 daily the smallest 
salary acceptable outside that dis- 


tance. sgenefits and auditions are 
taboo. 
The organization has about 200 


members and is similar in setup to 


the actors’ unions organized about 
three years ago in Chicago and 
Philadelphia. 

Most local agents regard the ac- 


tors’ demands as reasonable and are 


in favor of the minimum scale if 
adhered to, but claim that the ac- 
tors will start to cut if necessar, 
to obtain date 

Bowers is the only well known 
member, originally of the song- 
writing team of Horwitz and Bow- 


ers, Others are all localites. 


— 





50 creditors are listed by 
songstress, in her 
bankruptcy petition. Miss Harris 
sets out Habilities of $15,779 and as- 


sets of $100. 


Over 


Marion Harris, 


The $100 is the value 


of Miss Harris’ wearing apparel. 
Nine physicians are among the 
creditors. 

Miss Harris, currently with NBC, 
avers she was unemployed at the 
time the petition was filed. 

Among the creditors are Max 


Winslow, of Berlin's, $1,000; Vincent 
Youmans, $3,000; Bess’ Schland, 
Hollywood, $1,146; Ellsworth Cadil- 


lac Service, Los Angeles, $135: 
Southern California Tel Co., Los 
Angeles, $130; J. W. Bursdal, Los 


Angeles, $25; Marceau Photography 
Co., $32; Jay-Thorpe, $1,161; Mitch- 
ell Studios, $75: Reinmuth Market, 
Beverly Hills, $131: Dyas, Los An- 
geles, $30; H. Milgrim & Bros., 
$1,738; Ritz-Carlton Hotel, -Phila- 
delphia, $186; Ritz-Carlton Hotel, 
New York, $198; Abeles & Green, 
$175; Dr. P. A. Haenel, $25: Wood, 
Malloy & France, $459: Morton K. 
Hertz, $70; H. O. Dennis, Beverly 
Hills, $140; Eugene C. Jones, $20; 
Homer Drug Co., Beverly Hills, 
$153; Kreinecks Shop, $165; Royal 
Atelier, $100. 
$60 for Cigarets 

Maison Simone, $1,250: A. Nine- 
linos Sons, $86; Edward Power, $30; 
Scranton & Lehigh Coal Co., $150; 
Park Central Hotel, New York, $400; 
New York Studio, $25: Elbert Hal- 
let, $25; Uppercue Cadillac Corp., 
$31; Milgrim, Chicago, $312; W. I. 
Waldron, $49; Windsor Furnace, $32; 
M. P. Cigaret Co., $60; R. H. Van 
Dyke, Hollywood, $60; Milgrim, New 
York, $1,622; Brill Bros., $104; 
Castleberg’s, Baltimore, $100; Dr. 
Finley R. Cook, $10; Dr. Alexander 
Timm, $155; Dr. John J. Jaffin, $15; 
Dr. Harbeck Halstead, $20; Dr. Paul 
H. Haenel, $25; Dr. L. W. Goodman, 
$80; Dr. Henry C. Cowles, $26; Dr. 
Walter W. Hamburger, Chicago, $50; 
Anne Chapeau, Inc., $26; Ritz-Carl- 
ton Hotel, Philadelphia, $175: Rae 
Winslow, $33; Hines Bros., $37; 
Max M. Bernstein, $84: Mrs. Ken- 
neth Webb, $300, and Venske, $100. 

Some of Miss Harris’ creditors 
reside in her home town, Great 
Neck, Long Island. 





Stolen Monkey Amuses 
Judges—Redress Denied 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 

For the second time in as many 
weeks Ted Healy and his three 
stooges, Jack Wolf, Dick Hagen and 
Paul Garner, had to be bailed out. 
All because ‘Joe Mendi,’ the monk 
in Healy's act, is still doing a Hou- 
dini in New York while a flock of 
guys are claiming his ownership. 

This time it was Dr. Alfred Mun- 
son, Detroit dentist, who brought 
the case into the felony court where 
Judge Eberhart threw it out, free- 
ing the defendants after deciding it 
was a case for the civil courts. 
Munson claimed he is the original 
owner of the chimp and that he 
turned him over to Lou Backenstoe, 
who in turn permitted Healy to use 
Mendi in his act. 

Last week Backenstoe had Healy 
and the stooges haled into court, 
claiming the monkey was his, and 
again Healy won. Judge Everhardt 
took the matter as lightly as did 
the judge in the other case, even 
making a wise crack when informed 
that the ring-tailer was lost and 
forlorn in New York. Said the 
judge: ‘Oh, no. He is probably right 
in his class, judging from what I've 
seen of New York.’ 


Laughs to Death 


Detroit, Dec. 7. 
Although acts have talked about 
‘killing 'em,’ that actually happened 
at the Hollywood theatre here last 





week, Eddie Loughton, singing a 
comedy song, got one of the custom. 
ers laughing, the fellow couldn’t 


ind finally went into a fit and 


ston 


died, 





ee 


Peonies Dance 


The Peonies, claming a me 
| i 100, hela their annual 
| dance in the Hotel McAlpin, Dec. 5. 
club entertain. 
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5 Southern Publix Towns Taking 


snsnsirinsnanaiointeipinititl + 


Three weeks and two days of 
Fanchon & Marco shows in five 


the south be- 


Christmas 


Publix theatres in 


come effective Day (25) 


by Publix, just 


under a decision 


reached, to send live entertainment 


into San Antonio, Dallas and Fort 
Worth, Texas; Shreveport, La., and 
Mobile Ala Full weeks are San 
Antonio and Dalias. Splits are 
Mobile and Fort Worth. Shreveport 


is the two-dayer. 
number 
the 


Number of 


This will bring the total 
of Publix 
stage by F. & M. to 18. 
weeks will be 16. 

With addition of 
cities and the New 
Paramounts; latter 
& M. shows around Jan. 1, 


houses serviced on 


the southern 
York-Brooklyn 
duo to start F. 
all Pub- 


lix keys which formerly played 
Publix’s own units will be blanketed 
by Ideas, excepting Oriental, Chi- 
cago, and Michigan, Detroit,. Local 
production will be continued for 
both houses as Chicago F. & M.’s 
zo into the Chicago theatre while 
in the other key they are at the 
local Fox deluxer. 


Others For F. & M. 

If additional cities for either split 
or full weeks are added, such as 
Mobile and Shreveport, which did 
not play units before, they will be 
Fr. & M. where too far from New 
York and other booking connec- 
tions, it is believed. 

Possibilities for additional time 
in the central] south and southwest 
not remote. R. J. O'Donnell, 
Publix divisional director from the 
h. o. over the Texas and south- 
western domains, is presently going 
over his. territory. O'Donnell is 
using vaude in two Phoenix, Ariz. 
houses with reported satisfying re- 
sults. 


are 


Houston, which at one time was 
on the Publix unit route, will re- 
main in straight pictures. 





| last 


| seum, 


- On F&M Ideas; Now in 18 Publix Spots 





GLOOMCHASERS IN VAUDE 


Radio Acts Eight Weeks for RKO— 
Starts at $750 


RKO has exercised its eight-week 


the Ta 


CBS radio act 


option on styeast Gloom- 


chasers, Bovs 
ypened under their new contract the 
half of last week 
New York. 


Gloomchasers, F. Chase T: 


and Budd Hulick, are 


at the Coli- 


| sliding scale. They will receive $7590 
weekly the first two weeks, $1,000 
the second two weeks and $1,250 








for the remaining four weeks. 

Because Tastyeast went off 
this week the boys will billing 
of Col. Stoopnagle and their 
radio character names, 


CBS 


Budd 





b J 
Crosby’s New 
Buck and Bubbles, Ele 
from musical comedy and Velez 
and Yolanda, dance team, will 


built around Bing Crosby in a 
unit for the Paramount, New 


Unit 
nor Pow- 
ell, 
be 
new 
York, 





opening Friday (11). Boris Petroff 
will put the show together. 

The same week in Brooklyn the 
Mills Bros. and Allida Yani will be 
held over. Jans and Whalen, cur- 
rently in New York, will also go 
to the Brooklyn house. 

5 Acts in Flushing 

RKO Flushing, Flushing, L.I., will 


increase its vaude from four to five 
acts beginning Dec, 26. 

Weekly budget will go 
$3,000. 


up to 





Beehler at Broadway 
Dave Beehler is now manager of 
Moss’ new Broadway, New York. 
Beehler went with Warners in 
Philadelphia after leaving RKO last 
year. He left WB two weeks ago 
when the Philly Mastbaum closed. 


salaried on a |] 





| 
| Dialect Alibi 


Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 
Layoff blackface comics are 
going around town talking in 
dialect just to keep in prac- 
tice. 
Some of them are even call- 
ing themselves ‘Colonel’ just to 
make it sound on the square. 














BILLY PIERCE’S JOBS 


Girl Pupils of His Dancing School 
Placed in New York 


Though Billy Pierce made no pre- 





lhis dancing studio, a number re- 
ceived placements las¥ week follow- 
ing auditions at Pierce's school on 
West 46th street. 

tita Nugent, lately 
London, has joined Eddie Davis’ act. 
Maxine Moore, another newcomer to 


arrived from 





Broadway, was assigned to Earl 
Lindsay’s turn. Lois Sterner was 
selected by Buster West. Alda 


|! Deery is at the Ambassador Hotel 
|\for an engagement in the Venetian 


| Room, 


Bobbie Brox Quite Ill 


Bobbie Brox, of the Brox Sisters, 
is very ill at her home, Brox Ranch, 
Hollywoodland. She will have a 
blood transfusion performed. 

Miss Brox had some teeth pulled 
recently. A condition set in which 
caused her gums to bleed freely, 
causing much loss of blood. 

Her two sisters are now in New 
York awaiting the recovery of their 
sister and her arrival in the east 
to begin some radio engagements 
for NBC. 





Vaud Off in London 


London, Can., Dec. 7. 
Vaude out of Grand (F.-P., Can.). 
Experiment tried for few weeks 
with three acts and M. C. Price of 
50c now 25c anywhere, anytime. 
Kids, 10c. 





all performances, 





tense at getting girls jobs through | 


| orchestra at 


Palace, also F. P., holding amateur 
nights with local band on stage for 





Added Name Acts for Several ray, 
RKO Intacts, with 5 Turns for Some 





SANTREY’S 8 CREDITORS 


Bandmaster in Bktcy—Owes $6,988— 


No Assets 
Henry Santrey, the bandmaster, 
has filed a petition in bankruptcy, 


listing his liabilities at $6,988 and 


no assets, 

Eight creditors are listed: Ira 
Haupt, $1,586; Richter Jewelry Co., 
| Miami, $550; ‘Variety,’ $982; Nat 
| Lewis, $480; Chas. P. Goldsmith & 
Co., $950; Joseph M. Gross, $1,000; 
Priestmeyer Trunk Co., St. Louis, 


$140, and NBC, $1,300. 

Latter mo1.ey is alleged due NBC 
for commissions on engagements 
secured through NBC. 


Salary Above Budget 





After tentatively setting an intact 
booking for Horace Heidt’s 
$4,250, RKO changed 
its mind last week, declaring the 
figure too far over the budget. 

Heidt was supposed to open on 
an intact in February, in the mean- 
while playing RKO’s middle west- 
ern and New York time. The latter 
will be played as booked. 


Donald Kerr, Alone 


With Effie Weston, his partner of 
years, retired from the show busi- 
ness, Donald Kerr is breaking in a 
new act he’s heading. 

It’s a flash, with four girls, 
duced for Kerr by Lew Cantor. 


route 





pro- 


Olsen-Bingham’s Route 

The new partnership of Olsen and 
Bingham has been routed by Loew, 
opening Dec. 12 at the Metropolitan, 
Brooklyn. 

Ole Olsen is a brother of the Olsen 
of Olsen and Johnson. Ollie Bing- 
ham formerly was Bingham and 
Meyers. 


a 





RKO is attempting to line up an 
advance list of around 26 name or 
semi-name acts for the intact route 


of of the 
name-a-month policy for that time 


in anticipation adoption 


Under this policy, if adopted, about 
one unit in every four will be per- 
mitted to exceed the regular Salary 
budget by from $1,000 to $1,500, de. 
pending on the estimated box office 
value of the topliners. 

To date about a dozen vaudeville 
names have been placed on the fy. 
ture book for headlining on the in- 


tact route. They include Borah 
Minnevitch, Irene Rich, Benny 
Meroff, Singer’s Midgets, Dave 
Apollon, Nan Halperin, Lita Grey 
Chaplin, Bill Robinson, Olsen anq 
Johnson and Weaver Bros. 
Budget for the present four. 
acters is $2,750. If a fifth act ig 
added for a regular five-act policy 
after Jan. 1, the standard Lmount 
for non-name units will be in. 


creased to around $3,250. 

If the name and money turns are 
added for periodical playing, sal- 
aries of the supporting won't 
be lessened to meet the increaseg 
overhead. RKO figures 
ing on the regular acts might 
decrease the units’ value and 
feat the name _ show's. purpose, 
which is to create more attention 
and probably more of «. draw for 
the vaudeville. 


acts 


economiz- 
spot 


dee 


Carnera’s 6-a-Day 


Primero Carnera, feet and all, is 
doing six-a-day every day this week 
on a double booking between the 
Fox-Poli, Bridgeport, and the Pare 
amount, New Haven, both in Conn, 
He's playing with the F. & M. unitg 
in both towns on an F. & M. booke 
ing with his manager, Marvin Welt 

A police escort is carting the hue 
man volcano between the two towns 
for the three-a-day in each. 
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AL JOLSON 

ED WYNN 

MARION HARRIS 
FRANK FAY 

OLSEN AND JOHNSON 
SHAW AND LEE 


SUNDER CONTRACT TO SERVICE RICHARD & LENETSKA ACTS! 


Knowing the type of entertainment that bookers of major circuits want... for the first time in show history we 
have contracted with the leading writer in show business...so that such service may be easily available 
for acts... therefore the interest of every act...and their future weifare...now definitely depends upon 
how soon they contact this agency for particulars... the number that can be serviced is necessarily limited. 








whose writing genius has been utilized by every great 
name in the amusement world, including such star acts as: 





EDDIE CANTOR 
GEORGE JESSEL 
JACK BENNY 
GRANT WITHERS 
BURNS AND ALLEN 
BENNY RUBIN 


AS AN INVESTMENT TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF YOUR 
ACT AND ENSURE YOUR FUTURE WELFARE... 
IMMEDIATELY COMMUNICATE WITH 


“RICHARD 


AND HARRY 


LENETSKA 


SUITE 1511, BOND BUILDING, 1560 BROADWAY 


BRyont 9-4040-1 


MAURICE CHEVALIER 
PHIL BAKER 

LYDA ROBERTI 
LEON ERROL 

JACK PEARL 
NANCY CARROLL 


LOU HOLTZ 
JACK OAKIE 





—— 
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‘SID SILVERS. 


MARY LAWLER 
JANS AND WHALEN 
JOE E. BROWN 
CHARLES KING 
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F&M Opening Eastern Production 
Plant for Ideas—4 in First Batch 





Immediate setting up of an east- 
ern production center for Fanchon 
& Marco units is now in process 
with the first plane calling for four 
units te be built in New York. Leon 
Leonidoff, former Roxy stage meas- 


tro, is enroute to New York from 
the F. & M. headquarters on the 
coast to supervise production of 


certain of these units. There will be 


four in all, according to present 
plans, 

The eastern production center 
sounds in line with the oft de- 


clared conception of F. & M. for a 








RKO- VAUDEVILLE INTACT 
Next Week RKO, Rochester, N. Y. 


FORTUNELLO and CIRILLINO 
“The Happy Hooligans” 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 


HOPE VERNON 


“Singer of Romance” 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


Meet 
MARTY MAY 


Friend of Thousands, Annoyed by 


Jean Carroll 


(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 
ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S 


“SHOW BOAT” 


with 
Marty May 


Jean Carroll and a supporting cast, 

composed of a shipload of Anatole’s 

Beautiful Sailorettes 
(Direction of Chas. 


73 














Morrison) 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 
Next Week RKO, Syracuse, N. Y. 


HAZEL MANGEAN’S GIRLS 
with ADELITA TATALI 
4 SPEEDS—AND NO BRAKES 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


HOWARD--FINE--HOWARD 
“THE THREE LOST SOLES” 
ritt 
JACK WALSH 
(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 


THE DECEITFUL ENTERTAINER 


FRED KEATING 


In Spite of 


“The Great Alexander” 


(Direction of Chas, H. Allen) 


ADELAIDE 
HALL 


‘The Crooning Blackbird’ 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 


75 
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RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT %6 
Next Week Madison and Chester, N. Y. C 





VERNON RATHBURN 
“The Prince of Rhythm” 
AND HIS SAX-0O-TETTE 

(Dir. Harry Ward—Max Gordon) 


EDITH BOW 


With Her “MAN TROUBLE” 
Songs by Jean Paurel 
(hi tion of T.ee Stewart) 


WES. LISA. 


THE DANCING ADAMS 


“Tripping the Gay Fantastic” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 











DOCTOR 


ROCKWELL 


Maker of Fine Cigar Ashes Since 1889 


(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 











JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Blidg., 
New York City 











} 


two-way production plan, the coast 
and east. 

Units produced in New York are 
likely to be specially built for the 
needds of the recently 
Paramount and Warner 


assumed 


Stage con- 


templated will not be at the Roxy 
theatre. Some outside space is be- 
ing sought. 

Fr. & M. sent a call for line 
girls and general talent with Mon- 


; day (7) as the first day of selection. 


The line people are to be selected 
| by Florence Rogge, ballet mistress 
|of the Roxy. 

Whether this eastern production 
| Spot will be permanent isn’t given 
i} but may depend on the growing 
needs of F. & M. The F. & M. 


| 





| quality of its bills. 


shows are calculated to start at the 
two New York Paramounts, Broad- 
way and Brooklyn, Christmas week. 
At that time Jack Partington and 
Boris Petroff, Par stage producers, 
shove over under F. & M. direction. 


Hollywood, Dec, 7. 

Leon Leonidoff, F. & M. stager, 
left here Friday (4) for New York 
to stage several units as gap fillers 
through the Warner houses in Jer- 
sey Citv and Newark and the Para- 
mounts in New York and Prooklyn, 
joining the Fanchon & Marco route. 

Not set where the units will break 
in or where they will pick up the 
regular F. & M. routes. 


Renewed reports that F,. & M. 
will switch its production head- 
quarters to New York are again 


being discounted locally. 





STARS BY DOZEN 


Unprecedented Cheapness 
of Club Talent 


Stress 


Dec. 7. 


Sales argument being put forward 
by one local club booker, Temple 
Amusement Exchange, is that clubs 
and lodges should combine good 
policy with charity. Not only can 
they pep up their lodge meetings 
but they can be saving actors from 
the breadlines., 

Says the letter of appeal: 

‘Old man depression has laid a 
heavy hand alike on Unemployed 
Artists and entertainers as well as 
other working men and women. At 
no time has it been possible to en- 
gage talent at as low figures as 
now. Owing to these conditions we 
can offer fine, talented artists in 
short inexpensive programs from 
$25, $35, $45 and upward depending 
on the number of stars desired. 

You can reap a double benefit by 
giving work to unemployed enter- 
tainers as well as enlivening your 
membership.’ 


Chicago, 


V in Readi 

aude in Reading 

Reading, Pa., Dec. 7. 
Astor, largest local Warner house, 

will start vaude, four acts, with fea- 

ture, Dec. 5, as a regular program. 
Strand, also Warners, will play 


vaudeville with films, starting witn 
the Astor change. 


Park, indie, alone in vaudeville so| 
| far 


this season, is increasing the 


Acts in Southampton 
Mike Glynne, Long Island theatre 
promoter, is. playing four acts 
booked by RKO in his new South- 
ampton theatre on Saturdays only. 


If the winter biz holds up a full | 


iweek on three days each split will 


| be started in the summer, 
| 





| 


tract by F. & M., after which these 
shows will be routed over the F. & 
M. circuit. That’s not set, how 
ever. 

One unit is in process of con- 
}struction under the direction of 
|Clark Robinson and Russell Makert 
|of the Roxy staff. Production head- 
quarters for the four shows con- | 


| 


| 


| and if succes 


R R MILEAGE CUT 


T. & P. Asks for 1c Rate for 
Texas Only—Bus Competish 





Dallas, Dec. T. 
Texas & Pacific applying to state 
raliroad commish to cut passenger 
rates to 14% cents, 
If oke with commish, cut will ap- 
ply in Texas only, as bus competish. 








‘WB’S 2 FULL WEEKS 
BOOKED FROM CHICAGO 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 


Warners return to vaudeville in 
the midwest division is beginning 
to formulate with the new Warne! 
Milwaukee, opening Christmas Day | 
and the local Stratford Dec. 27. 
Both houses will play five acts on 
|a full week. Charley Hogan is to 


book via the local William Morris 
office. Hogan previously booked 
the Warner stands around here. 
Move anticipated as a feeler 
sful will doubtless ex- 
tend itself to other Warner houses 


is 


i through Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and 
Wisconsin. Statu of the local 
Capitol and Avalon, deluxers, is still 
undecided. Avalon will go for a 








! 


kid show during the holiday week 
with the Merriell Abbott school 
producing the show. 


Meanwhile Racine, until now only | 


a Sunday date, will add two more 
days for the weekend. Sheboygan, 
also a Sunday stand, may follow 
along with a _ string of smaller 
houses on the Warner books. 

From present indications the sup- 
posed Warner intention of opening 
its own booking office here doesn’t 
look likely, although it may eventu- 
ally take place if more houses are 
involved. 





MINN’S STRIFE RELIEF 


Stagehands’ Charter Revoked— 
Ousted Officers Sue Canavan 





Minneapolis, Dec. T. 

With the charter of the local 
stagehands’ union revoked as a re- 
sult of the fight to obtain reinstate- 
ment of two of its former officers 
dismissed by W. P. Canavan, inter- 
national president, and because 
they called a strike at the Minne- 
sota (Publix) theatre without prop- 
er authorization, local theatres are 
in a position to obtain relief. 

William Dunn and William Don- 
nelly, the suspended ex-officers, 
have filed suit against Canavan, 
asking for $5,000 damages and de- 
manding that their union member- 
ship be returned. They claim they 
were ousted illegally and never 
w2re given an opportunity to an- 
swer charges containing the alleged 
violations of the rules governing 
votes on strikes. 


Looking Over F&M Shows 


Jack Partington, Publix stager, 
and Boris Morros, in charge of pro- 
duction and music, left Saturday (5) 
for a tour of the Fanchon and Mar- 
co route to decide which show will 
inaugurate the new policy at the 
New York-Brooklyn Paramounts. 

Partington, who will be in charge 
of revamping and building up the 
F, & M. units for the New York de- 
luxers, and Morros are touching 
towns on the F. & M. route ahead 
of New York, mostly in New Eng- 
land, 











Trix Undecided 

Trixie Friganza is 

whether to visit on the coast or join 
a musical production. 

Miss Friganza finished for Loew's 
after the Capitol, New York, en- 
gagement. 

WK.-END VAUDE 
Grand Rapids, Dec. T. 

RKO Regent will open after 
Christmas with vaudeville for three 
days weekly. Five acts and a pic- 


ture for the week-end. Remainder 
of week house will play pictures 
only, 


undecided | 


| icy, 


Publix Further Trying Vaude in 
Jersey and New England Cities 





Publix is considering vaudeville 
in all towns penetrated by it in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and the 
New England states which lend 
| themselves at this time to an ex- 
' 





periment. 
Asbury Perth 
With each to start split 
Dec. 31, 
Two 
the 
in 
among 


Park and 
week shows 
are the start 
three other 
in which Pub- 


of four acts 
in 
|} towns 
lix 


ers Jersey, or 


among 


Six 


operates Jersey re declared 
Lon 


inde- 


them 


feel 


| possibilities, 
Branch, 
pendent opposition, 
field and Red Bank, 

With Hazleton and Pottsville, Pa., 
just added for vaude, Publix is now 
considering Shenandoah, Plymouth 
and Kingston among towns in the 
Comerford chain for a_ possible 
vaude try. Hazleton is playing four 
acts last three days of week, while 
Pottsville is getting four first three 


days. 


soon will 


which 


vaude Plain- 





Dave Chatkin, home office divi- 
| sional director over Pennsylvania, 
i New Jersey and New 
started vaude recently upon 
recommendation of George Walsh, 
| when experimenting in Wilkes Barre 
and Williamsport. Both towns, 
along with Scranton, are continuing 


in vaude, with current 


| 





MAY BOOK VAUDE IN 


Some former vaude actors mak- 
ing their homes in western Michi- 
gan, are dickering with several the- 
atres in small towns with a view 
of booking vaude acts into them. 
The theatres are all located within 
Michigan, seating from 1,100 to 
1,800. At present most are playing 
pictures, independéntly owned. 

Heading the group of actors 
Dick Long, blackface comedian 
minstrel days. Among the actors 
are some who quit acting as re- 
cently as this season. They hope 
to complete arrangements for 
around nine theatres and book them 
out of Detroit. 


REGAL STAYS OPEN 


Ace Colored Spot Will Keep Trying 
in Chi 


is 
of 





Chicago, Dec. 7. 

After posting decisive closing no- 
tice on the Regal, south side col- 
ored house, B&K suddenly and un- 
expectedly decided to stick it out a 
while longer. 

Although stage shows have prov- 
en a headache here B&K will try 
again by installing Cass Simpson 
and a stage band in the house this 
week, with an all-colored show. 
Simpson is in for the one week 
only and will be followed by other 
colored attractions, 





Nyberg in Sacramento; 
Six Acts, Film for 16c 


San Francisco, Dec. 7, 

Just as I. F. Morris, of the Plaza, 
Sacramento, was about to drop 
RKO vaude last week, Ellis Levey, 
of the local RKO office, rushed to 
Sacramento taking an option on the 
house, its film product and equip- 
ment, and within a few hours dis- 
posed of them to A. A. Nyberg. 

Nyberg resigned from manage- 
ment of Fox's Alhambra to take 
the Plaza. RKO’s four-act unit re- 
main for the usual three days, aug- 
mented by two locally booked turns. 
House gives ’em six acts and a first 
run picture for 16 cents. 





Washington, Dec. 7. 
RKO Keith's, though not yet of- 
ficially announcing a vzeudfilm pol- 
seems to be getting ready for it 
very actively. 
House has been showing straight 
films, 





| 


England, | 
the 


INDIES IN MICHIGAN 


|/VAUDE FOR KEITH'S, WASH.?. 


Amboy, | ¢ 


chances | 





like at least eight 
combination 


looking 
towns for 


Pennsy 
shows. 
In New England 
New England's starters on vaude 
are Strand, Stamford, with five acts 
week-ends, and Paramount, Spring- 


eld, five acts on a full week. Both 
got their first shows last week. 

In these Publix territories all 
booking is through Lawrence Golde 
of the William Morris office. 

The Atlantic Seaboard may get 
some vaude later. Despite conten- 
tion of some Publix theatre men 


that the public below the Mason- 
Dixon Line likes live talent, general 
conditions are such now that 
of vaude represents a danger. 


cost 








LOMA 
WORTH 


Just Played ona 


PERFECT PROGRAM 
At Warner Bros.’ Beautiful 
House in 


ERIE, PA. 


SUE CAROL 


Charming Headliner 


and NICK STEWART 


JOE and JANE McKENNA 
BOBBY HENSHAW 
5 DECARDOS 
and 
LOMA WORTH’S 
ONE GIRL BAND 


New 


Appearing at the 


Earl, Washington, D. C. 


Week Jan. 19, 1932 











THE WORLD 
IS A BANK 


What R. U. 
Depositing? 
RITA BURGESS GOULD 


The Woman You Can’t 
Forget 











JACK WEINER 


RKO 
Artists’ Representative 


Is Now Located in His New Offices 
Palace Theatre Bldg.,New York 


Room 903 Bry. 9-4519 


ACTS - ACTS - ACTS 


Am in a position to represent several 
good acts; will interview and review 
all acts personally. 











40 Minutes from Broadway 


PRESIDENT HOTEL 


on the Boardwalk 
Long Beach, L. I., New Yerk 
NICELY FURNISHED SUITES 
Room with 2 Per 


Kitchenette & Bath § $181.25 monn 
Rooms with : $35.45 monn 


Kitchenette & Bath 

3 and 4 Room Apts. with 2 Baths 
Priced Proportionately Low 

Convenient Trains—Day anc Night 

21-Hr. Telephone and Elevator Service 


Telephone Long Beach 3000 














WORLD’S 
GREATEST 








THIS WEEK (DEC. 4)—ROXY, NEW YORK-—-NOW 


JUST COMPLETED TOUR OF LOEW AND RKO 
SAILING DEC, 23rd—OPENING IN PARIS JAN. 9, 1932 


Direction—CHAS. J. FITZPATRICK, 160 W. 46th St., New York 


RKO—GLADYS 


-WAH COMPANY 


BROWN, Palace Bidg., New York 


SENSATIONAL 
ACROBATS and 
CONTORTIONISTS 
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T-aiLLIONS OF OTHERS KNOW THEYARE/~ | 


GRIFFITH! The man who has picturized so many 
daring themes in the past, now takes the one big 
subject that is rocking the country~THE SHAME OF 
A NATION—and mounting above anything he 
has given you before, sends roaring across the 
screen this devastating 


STORY OF MEN AND WOMEN WHO DRINK TODAY 


‘GRIFFITHS 


) 
! 


WET OR DRY, RED, WHITE OR BLUE 
NOSED, NO MATTER WHAT YOUR 
PERSONAL OPINION MAY BE ONE 
THING IS CERTAIN! THIS PICTURE IS 
BOX-OFFICE! OVERWHELMING IN 
ITS TIMELINESS! TREMENDOUS AS a 


ENTERTAINMENT! 


om UNITED ARTISTS | 
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VAUDE—BURLESQUE 


Tuesday, December 8, 1931 








RKO's Club Dept. Suddenly Bobs Up, 


Starts a Jam, Then Lies Down Again 


As a resi 
cident, 





it of an Al Trahan in- 
RKO is preparing to order 


all acts while under contract to that 


circuit to 


book 


all their club dates 


through RKO's own club depart- 
ment, or not at all, 

Trahan opened Saturday (5) at the 
R6th Street, New York, as booked 
after RKO had rescinded its cancel- 
lation. When temporarily cancelled, 
Trahan, with four RKO weeks, was 
charged with violating his vaude- 
ville contract by signing on the out- 
side for a one-night New York club 
engagement, 

The club date was accepted by 


Trahan while he was laying off and 


before 


RKO booked him for vaude. 


RKO gave the comedian the choice 
of playing its four weeks and pay- 
ing the club people for failure to go 


through 
play the 


with 
club and 


the engagement, or 
lose his RKO 








Dir.: 


FRANKLINS 


RKO CIRCUIT 


SIX 


JAMES PLUNKETT 











MATT BROOKS 


In a Fanchon & Marco Idea 


BEN BARD 


with 














“Doing 


Edw. 


BOBBY MAY 


With JOE HOLMES 


Something New” 


S. Keller ouR-K-O 











time. Later RKO changed its stand, 
extending permission for the club 
playing without cancelling Trahan’'s 
dates, 

Between Friday morning, when 
Trahan was cancelled and the same 
evening, when RKO changed its 
mind, charges involving discrimina- 
tion were made. It was claimed the 
cancellation would set a precedent, 
and that it would be accentuated by 


countless exceptions in the past. 
Most recent, it was declared, is 
Eddie Cantor’s Sunday night radio 
broadcasts while playing at the 
RKO Palace, New York. 

The clause in RKO’s vaudeville 
contract covering clubs also men- 
tions radio and pictures. 

Indie Agent Won Out 

Trahan was booked or the club 
date, Dec. 12 at the Plaza hotel, 


New York, 
The date falls in 
period between his 


One charge 


by an independent agent. 
a half week open 
RKO bookings. 
was that RKO’s club 
booking department had sought to 
land the same club date, but failed. 
When the indie agent booked Tra- 
han for the job, RKO’s club de- 
partment, reported burning, was 
said to have notified the booking 
office of the Trahan booking and 
alleged infraction. 

RKO’s club booking department is 
an adjunct of the booking office and 
directly under the RKO _ booking 
head, Charlie Freeman. As oper- 
ated it maintains little or no co- 
operation with the theatre bookers 
or agents on the floor, although it 
draws much of its talent for clubs 
from the RKO list of available 
vaudeville acts. 

RKO's three top franchised agen- 
cies in volume of business are 
Weber-Simon, Jack Curtis and 
Charlie Morrison, latter Trahan’s 
vaude agent. These agencies repre- 
sent around 500 acts between them, 
yet neithe® Weber-Simon, Curtis 
nor Morrison can remember when 
either last booked an act for an 
RKO club dep’t date. 








Radio 





CONTAGIOUS RHYTHM 


As Offered You by 


NOBLE SISSLE 


AND HIS INTERNATIONAL ORCHESTRA 
in the FLORENTINE GRILL of the 


PARK CENTRAL HOTEL 


55th Street and Seventh Avenue, New York 





NOBLE SISSLE and His Orchestra 
WILL PLAY NIGHTLY 


From 7:00 to 10:00 P. M., and 11:00 P. M. to 2:00 
Call WILLIAM, Circle 7-8000, for Reservations 





COME ON, LETS GET TOGETHER, 


DANCE THE 


BLUES AWAY 





Largest Single Rooms in New York 
$3.50 AND UP—SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES 


Outlets, 


Salons, and Roof Patios for Private Functions 


Electric Refrigeration, Swimming Pool, 


Period 


Cleveland In, Toledo 
Out of Columbia Tour 


¢ The old Starin Cleveland, renamed 
the Cameo, starts playing Columbia 
wheel shows Christmas Day with 
‘Sugar Babies’ for two days. This 
has been a layoff week between De- 
troit and Buffalo. 

‘Step Lively Girls’ opens there for 
a full week, starting Dec. 27 (Sun- 
day). 

Dick Zeisler, who’s been out with 
his own Columbia show, ‘Silk Stock- 


ing Revue ’ will mans age the house 
while Harry Block will look after 
the Zeisler troupe. Moe Costello 


becomes treasurer of the Cameo. 

The Empire, Toledo, Ohio, will re- 
open Dec. 26 with a permanent bur- 
lesque stock company operated by 
Sam Micals. This house recently 
folded as part of the regular Colum- 
bia wheel route. 


25c Vaude Blows Up 


25c. vaude policy started 
Brandts at the former legit Lyric 
on 42nd street has failed. Under the 
same management the house Satur- 
day (5) went into a vaudfilm ar- 
rangement at higher admishes. 
Instead of the eight there are now 
six acts, Under the old way the 
show was filled out with film shorts, 
now eliminated with the time made 
up with a feature and news reels. 
Cheaper weekly operation is indi- 
cated. 








by the 


Dayton Off Any Burlesque 


O., Dec. 7. 
3urlesque died here during the 
past week. 1eorge Young, operat- 
ing the Lyric for the Meyer Lantz 
interests, dismissed the stock com- 
pany. 

House ran Columbia burlesque 
first of season and when that fizzled 
out installed stock, in for four 
weeks. 





Dayton, 





Burlesque Changes 


Joe Catalano has stepped out of 
the Irving Place b.o. and will travel 
with his own circuit show, ‘Flapper 
Follies. Harry Shapiro has re- 
turned to his old berth at the Irving 
Place. 

After a difference with the man- 
agement of Ed Ryan’s ‘Bare Facts’ 
in Newark last week, Lola Pierce, 
principal femme, stepped out and 
was temporarily replaced by Jean 
Steele. 





The Burlesque Idea 


Classified as vaude units, Ed. 
Ryan, burlesque producer, will frame 
seven principals, 10 girls and a 
piano player, two of the girls to 
double in the leads, to each. 





New Harlem Show 


New stage presentation policy 
goes into effect into the Lafayette, 
Harlem, Christmas Day. 


Billy Sharp has been engaged to 
stage a complete show which will 
run 80 minutes. 


The Lafayette show will play col- 


ored theatres in Philadelphia and 
Washington, 





Manwarning’s Franchise 


Nelson E. Manwaring, long a 
vaude,. agent and recently a road 
man for RKO, has been given an 
RKO agency franchise by Charley 
Freeman. It permits Manwaring to 
associate with the Max Hart office. 
The hookup is an entree for Hart 
via Manwaring for the booking 
floor. 





side, 
franchise 
than a 


field, 
a club business 


its 


3D HOUSE IN NEW HAVEN 
WITH A STAGE SHOW 


New Haven, Dec. 7. 

At the end of this month Warner 
Bros. will place vaudeville in the 
Roger Sherman theatre as opposi- 
tion to the two other downtown 
stage show houses in this town of 
200;000. 

The Warner stage policy, added to 
the present straight pictures, will 
be eight acts on a full week. Acts 
will be Warner-booked from New 
York. 

Paramount is playing Fé 
Marco Ideas and the 
using Publix units. 


unchon & 
Kox-Poli is 


Vande 0 on n and Off 


Easton, Pa., Dec. 7. 


Colonial, Bethlehem, playing five 
stage acts daily. Previously pic- 


tures only. 


The Seville, Easton, Pa., 
booked by Arthur Fisher 
York, for last half. 

Independently operated. 


is being 
from New 





Rogers Loses Franchise 


Due to his club booking on the 
RKO has revoked the agency 
issued to Al Rogers less 
month ago. 

coming in from the indie 
Rogers continued to maintain 
in addition to his 
RKO agency work. RKO operates 
own club department, with 
Rogers considered running an op- 
position office. 


When 


——— 


Film Shortage Can 
Push State-Lake 
Into Vande Feb, ] 


Chicago, Dec, 7. 
No change of policy for the local 
Palace is contemplated at present, 
There is, however, a chance that 





RKO will revert the State-Lake 
back into the vaudfilm column, 
That, if occurring, is thought to be 
about Feb. 1. 

During the year it has been de. 


voted to straight pictures the State. 


Lake has been often rumored as rev 
turning to its original policy. These 
rumors were fed by periods of lack 


business when the house lacked film 


product to meet loop competition, 
It will only be the dearth of big 
pictures and no desire to restore 
vaudeville which will seal the de- 
cision, 

A cheaper bill, probably the west. 
ern intact units, will play the State. 
Lake in the event of stage resump- 


tion. 
Report that the local Palace would 


try to emulate its namesake in New 
York on run bills is pooh-poohed 
here by those who know their burg 
and their RKO. The Palace will aa- 
here to its present policy and will 
get the big headliners as before, 


That set-up has gradually built the 
Palace from a loser 
winner, 


into consistent 


Publix Vaude for Hartford 


Publix may install five-act full 
week vaudeville bills in Ilartfora, 
Conn., in the second week in Janu. 


ary. 
William Morris office will book, 





























GENERAL 


BOOKING 


Marcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY 


General ‘Executive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANN E X 


160 WEST 46"ST- 
BRYANT 7800 NEW YORK CITY 





J. H. LUBIN 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 




















MANAGER 


MANAGER 











BOBBY 








HELD OVER 


WM. SCHUMAN 
Playing on the 


CELLOLECTRIC 


Roxy, New York (Dec. 4) 








For Bookings WA-7-7276 
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RUSS COLUMBO 


Crooner 
9 Mins. 
Paramount, Brooklyn 
Columbo is a cinch bet at the 
Brooklyn Paramount. That was 


shown on his first eight days. Be- 
sides which he’s growing in favor. 
On personality alone he shines up 
to femme attention especially in 
Brooklyn, but indicative of what 
may follow to a certain degree else- 
where. His voice is the baritone 
type and because he’s distinctly a 
crooner, must stand comparison 
with others. Which might be the 
best way to find his niche. 

There’s a double angle. That’s 
because he entertains and looks like 
a draw bet. Combining these two 
qualities makes him a class figure 
and an aggressive attraction. For 
the next 8 weeks or so he'll show 
only at the Brooklyn Paramount. 
He's in his second week currently. 

It’s told of Columbo that besides 
his voice he carries instrumental 
ability, playing the fiddle, guitar 
and piano. Additionally he hoofs, 
too. 

When caught he used his voice 
only. Paramount people already say 
they'll change Columbo’s routine 
weekly to show off his other enter- 


tertainment  proclivities. If Co- 
lumbo is an automatic copy of 
Crosby as may be claimed Par’s 


booking policy must be considered 
in using both Crosby and Columbo 
at the same time. 

However, and merely for the an- 
alytical, Columbo on his crooning 
alone is a novelty. That’s like all 
crooners who are either the subject 
of fad or creators of the same. They 
last only so long and some last long- 
er through the imaginations of in- 
experienced bookers or theatre op- 
erators, 

Columbo’s stage life may thus 
depend on his handling mostly were 
only songs. However, if his other 
attainments prove anything, he can 
overcome bad handling if it occurs. 

Columbo as a singer and like 
Crosby is of limited range and stock 
within that range and along par- 
ticular song types. On general poise 
and delivery Columbo is smooth and 
uses that currently popular trickle 
for the well known s.a. 

Currently and when caught, Co- 
lumbo took the finale centre spot 
with the pit band on stage. He de- 
livered four numbers, apparently ali 
favs he yodels over the air, so that 
they are mostly known and expected 
by the customers. Shan. 


— 


ERMA WARD and GIRLS (5) 
Acrobatic 

10 Mins.; Full Stage 

Coliseum 

Erma Ward at one time worked 
alone. Now she has five girls who 
go through a series of nifty ground 
acrobatics prior to her entrance for 
her handswings suspended in midair 
by one arm. . 

Opening includes some _ corking 
individual stunts and gives a fast, 
effective buildup for Miss Ward’s 
feat. Dressing of the girls adds to 
their appearance and is a relief 
from the customary circusy and 
Zymnastic outfits. 

One of the girls announces that 
Miss Ward is the champion one- 
hand swing artist of the world and 
requests the audience to count the 
Swings. Miss Ward had run them 
up to 80 and was still swinging as 
the curtain dropped. All the girls 
were on for a ground finale. 

Mark. 





JUNE CARR AND CO. (1) 
Songs. Dances 

17 Mins.; Two 

Coliseum 


June Carr was Dave Schooler’s 
vaudeville partner up to recently. 
In her new turn Miss Carr is as- 
sisted by Dan Harden, a nice look- 
ing boy who presides at the piano, 
sings and does some splendid team 
work with her. 

The act itself does not appear to 
be routined properly. It breaks in 
the middle to permit Harden to 
start a vocal inning. A novelty is 
the tapping both Miss Carr and 
Harden do on a special mast cover- 
ing the piano. The hokey comedy 
dance at the end scored decisively. 

Plenty of talent in the combo. 
Properly adjusted, it would register 
much stronger. Mark. 





FOUR COMETS 


ancing 
11 Min.; One 
Hippodrome 

Two boys and two girls duing 


regulation tap steps and acrobatic 
routines. All capital dancers, but 
the turn has little to distinguish 
it from the score or so of similar 
acts. 

All four tumble and girls do some 
striking acrobatic stuff, but there 
is a great abundance of the same 
kind of material and it has to have 


some distinguishing quality to set 
it apart. This modest number 
has’nt. Rush. 


COL. SNOOPNAGLE and BUDD 
Comedy 

15 Mins.; One 

Coliseum 


The Snoopnagle and Budd combo 
as a radio commercial are the 
‘Tastyeast Gloom Chasers’ over 
CBS, the two men doing a hoke 
comedy exchange of dialog, with 
Budd introducing the Colonel as a 
gag lecturer. For vaude they bring 


a mike to the stage, use amplifiers 
and repeat the familiar line of com- 
edy by-play tkey send over the air. 

Snoopnagle of the turn is F. 
Charles Taylor, a portly type of 
comic who assumes a dead pan at- 
titude and gawky, awkward style 
of working. Budd is Budd Hulick. 
While he works straight and feeds 
the Colonel, he also sings in imita- 


tions of Bing Crosby and Rudy 
Vallee, 

With an air popularity respon- 
sible for their vaude appearance, 


the two seemed to make the grade 
pretty easily in an RKO nabe house. 
It’s the nabes then that will take 
kindly to repeat of their air work 
on the stage. 

At times the amplifiers didn’t 
seem to be giving the team the best 
of it, but the laugh average at this 


house was in their favor at the 
finish. They include a travestied 
bit of announcing ala Husing and 


McNamee on a football game, with 
the Colonel getting spontaneous re- 
sults on that ‘hello, Mama’ greet- 
ing. Among the Colonel's imitations 


was one of Calvin Coolidge. The 
Coolidge bit was far better than 


the Al Smith impression they also 
used. 


On the air they have done more 
characterizing, but on a vaude 
break-in they couldn’t stay all 


As it was, 15 minutes seemed 
Mark. 


night. 
plenty. 


‘THE STREET SINGER’ 
Baritone 
10 Mins.; Full 

Hippodrome 

Billed as ‘The Mystery man of 
the Air,’ this baritone is a straight 
concert baritone apparently with 
no experience of vaudeville. Stands 
motionless in the center of a full 
stage snuggled up closely to the 
microphone and sings in the plat- 
form manner, the voice being re- 
layed through an amplifier, here 
turned up enough to stir the hair 
of the front row customers. Singer 
is a sustaining member of CBS. 

Voice has the radio quality and 
very clear diction, but with such 
mechanical aids there is,no way to 
judge its true worth. Singer has 
a neutral personality and uses no 
showmanship. Sings several pops 
and folk songs and closes with 
‘Pagliacci,’ for a tumultuous vote of 
favor at this performance. 

What suggests a splendid voice 
is spoiled by a cold style of pres- 
entation. Accompaniment by a wo- 
man pianist. Rush. 


JULES HOWARD and CO. (50). 
Comedy, Singing 
16 Mins.; One and Three (Special) 
Orpheum 

Last caught by ‘Variety’ in a 
three-people act, Jules Howard has 
doubled his support for a comedy 
boxing turn in three scenes that 
clicks nicely for the family trade. 
Going back to the Harry Watson, 
Jr., ‘Tell ’em what I done to Phila- 
delphia Jack O’Brien, thing, with 
the mushy East Side lingo. How- 
ard brings out plenty of laughs. 

Three different scenes — gym, 
dressing room and ring—are split 
by songs in one by the straight who 
does the fighter’s manager, and by 
a hefty miss who apparently was 
picked for her size as a laugh 
stirrer when falling for the palooka. 
Both do fairly well with the vocal 





assignments. 
Howard is the bum _ = scrapper 
throughout, with this angle built 


'up for laughs. Bit in ring with a 
tough contender had the folks up 
here of a Friday night relishing it 


all, 
Third on a six-act show and over 
nicely. Char. 


TOMMY LADD and MONA LEE 
Songs and Dancing 
8 Mins.; Three 
Alhambra, Paris 
Act is made up of Tommy Ladd, 


formerly Mistinguette’s dancing 
partner, and Mona Lee, dancer— 
both Americans. Opens in three, 


with the couple in evening clothes 





doing a_semi-acrobatic ballroom 
dance. Curtain closes, with Ladd 


|} coming back solo in sailor’s mess 
| kit, doing a small dance, intercepted 
| by English lyrics. Stage to three 
again, with girl coming on in a 
dress of flimsy material, which she 
strips, later to do a strictly acro- 
batic dance with somersaults, being 
finally joined by her partner. Closes 
on an acrobatic dance by both. 
Much faster than most European 
acts, and very well received. Com- 
petition between couturiers to get 
advertising from the show business 
resulted in Molyneux placing the 
girl under contract to wear nothing 
| but elothes supplied by him. , 
! Mavi. 











PAUL TREMAINE ORCH. (14) 
Orchestra, Songs 

18 Mins.; Full 

State 


This is Paul Tremaine's first ap- 
pearance in New York in many 
months. For years, up to the past 
spring, the Tremaine orchestra was 
featured at Joe Young’s, a Broad- 
way chowmeinery. Since then Tre- 
maine has been touring. 

At the chop place, on a WABC 
wire, Tremaine featured spirituals. 
Now in vaudeville the spirituals are 


still the feature of the band, but 
due to vaude time dimits, they are 
forced to cut the rendition down to 
the proverbial bone. Despite this 
the band still devotes a large por- 
tion of its time after the half-way 
mark to spirituals. These for the 


main part are sung by musicians as 
and choruses. Instrumenta- 
tion of spirituals is barely present, 
except as shadowy accompaniment 
for the warbling. It might promote 
more if Tremaine cut part of the 
singing and used the time for in- 
strumentation instead. 

During the opening the band plays 
a medley of pops. There are 14 men 
besides Tremaine, with the brasses 
standing out in number and prom- 
inence. <A harpsichord is included. 

The arrangements are good, not 
only for the entire group, but per- 
mitting for the brasses and strings, 
and here and there a soloist, to 
stand out individually. 


solos 


MAURICE AND CORDOVA RE- 


VUE 
Dance Flash 
18 Mins.; Full (Special 
Lyric 


Not bad as is for family time ex- 
hibition. Better assurance of book- 
ing and better houses will come 
with minor changes. Blonde prima 
donna carried is presently the weak 
point. She works in three numbers. 

Maurice and Cordova, ballroom 
type dancers, make changes for each 
of their numbers, prima and the two 
femme pianists doing specialties be- 
tween. Young ladies at the pianos 
in a vocal number do yery nicely, 
but the prima’s first two specialties, 
done straight, let the act down seri- 
ously. Later as the girl who meets 
the sailor to go to the pictures, the 
built up scene stirs better reaction. 
There are a few laughs there, too. 

Main dance team is split up in one 
instance, enabling Maurice to double 
as the sailor. 


Miss Cordova has a 
single Spanish castanet number 
ahead. 

A fair hand down here. Char. 





RITA ROYCE (3) 
Dancing, Singing 

17 Mins.; Full (Special) 
86th St. 

Dancing acts should see this one. 
Not to copy as vaude always does 
when something new and original 
comes to the fore, but to see actual 
proof that dancing in this age can 
be made 100% entertaining. 

The ‘Truth’ number used for the 
first dance bit wherein Miss Royce 
and the brothers tell what they 
think while doing a trio dance num- 
ber, plants the act. The number is 
funny and well performed. Miss 
Tina delivers a pop to okay results. 
A tribute to Anna Pavlowa in the 
dying swan toe number is a swell 
change of pace, quickly picked up 
again by the Reiss boys in some 
smart singing and hoofing. Finish 
again is a surprise and punches the 
act over. Earl. 


MELODY REVUE (8) 
Flash 

14 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Lyric 

Somewhat clumsily played and 
routined flash carrying a five-piece 
band combination, sax member of 
which doubles for a Russ Columbo 
fav. Of supporting trio, male single 
dancer stands out, sister team 
counting for little. It’s a flash that’s 
short on both color and entertain- 
ment. 

Male specialty dancer, on twice, is 
a fair enough hoofer, but the full 
dress he wears looks two sizes too 
strong. It hurts the youth’s show- 
ing. Sis team, after their intro bit, 
are a long time in getting on, but it 
matters little. 

Band fair in its playing as a 
small-time outfit for houses of this 
ealibre. Solo work by the sax 
player, whose voice registers nicely, 
proves oke, but there’s too much of 
it in one price. Char. 





THE JOVERS 
Musical Clowns, 


12 Mins.; Full, 

Hippodrome 

Obvious an importation from 
England. Two men in red nose 
grotesque clown getup. Open with 
concertina and guitar interrupted 


by the antique spider business. 
Knockabout, with quite a little 
talk, and finish with—of all things 
the ‘Fun on a Broomstick’ routine 
with a trapeze. 
new all over again and 
the men and their style. 
toutine hasn’t been done 
to this reporter's knowledge 
the days of 


same for 


around 
since 





may be it 
classic re- 


Rush. 


the old Victoria, and 
could be blown up to a 
} vival] 


Material so old it’s) 


Morris and Morris at} 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Dec..5. 

If Gus Van harbored any concern 
about his future as a single away 
from the home sector, the payees 
that greeted him at the week's ini- 
tial performance here certainly did 
all they could to completely dispel 
it. Van walked on to a whacking 
ovation and had them perfectly in- 
tent as he dished out a finely mixed 
and spiced casserole of songs as 
only that lad can prepare it. They 
yelled for more and he fed it to 
them, coming back for four en- 


Cores. and getting away after 





only 


he orchestra 
numbers. 
( ctober, 


he had explained that t 
|had run out of 
Van played 
1930, as a single. 

Sharing headline honors with him 
on a bill that is far the Pal- 
ace’s recent average, Sam White 
and Eva Puck. This pair of youth- 
ful vets also had everything their 
own way. They chortled plenty at 
the team’s burlesque on a dramatic 
tidbit culled from the stage of the 
mauve decade and gave way to the 


rehearsed 


Palace in 


the 


above 


are 


White-Puck brand of legmania 
forcing back the pair for a couple 
of encores. For the latter Eva and 


Sam trotted out their ‘Girl Friend’ 
number and the ‘Good Bye My Lady 
Love’ bit they did in ‘Showboat.’ 
Middle of the bill was filled by 
the showmanly and_e resourceful 
Hugh Skelly and his bunch of three 


lookers and a male straight. Skelly 
has the material and a corkerino of 
an act that clicks with a bang as 


the helm, directing 
of his crew. Thing 
is inclined to slow up during his 
brief absences from the stage, but 
this pacing problem requires is a 
slight shifting around of the dance 
dumbers. Comic’s broadcast of a 
honeymooners’ brought the laughs 
rolling in over the foots, 
Precocious Geraldine and 
landed solidly in the deuce niche. 
Sister can sell a song with some 
of the best of them far beyond her 


long as he is at 
the movements 


Joe 


years, with her imitations of Ted 
Lewis, Chevalier and Fannie Brice 
winning her one plaudit bouquet 


after another. Joe showed hé could 
not only bat out a pop number, but 
give a flock of the better acrobats 
ecards and spades when it comes to 
hitting off a headspin, a nip-up or 
a whirldwind somersault. Kids are 
worthy of taking this spot on any 
three-a-day bill. 

M. Marinoff and his canine actors 
opened the show with smooth pre- 
cision. Turn has novelty and can’t 
help netting the admiration of the 
dog-loving population. 

‘The Tip Off’ is the screen cyno- 
sure of the week. Lower floor was 
filled at the end of the first show, 
with a promising trinkle on the way 
in following this break. 


RKO, L. A. 


, Los Angeles, Dec. 4. 

Snappy show that is well spotted, 
building all the way, is current at 
the RKO and long on laughs. Four 
locally booked turns are Geddie and 
jteddie, acrobatic opener; White, 
Gateson and White, in the deuce 
spot; Light and Siiver and Roy 
Cummings, latter billed as a special] 
attraction. 

Opening acts’ one virtue is inter- 
est in the girl understander, who 
performs in a manner comparable 
with a male in the same spot, White, 


Gatewood and White, male dance 
trio with a girl hoofer, confine 
themselves to buck and winging, 


with one comedy routine that can 
be developed for nice sight laughs. 
Over pleasingly. 

Ben Light, radio pianist, and 
Frank Stever, baritone, click with 
their music, especially the ivory 
tinkler with his trick fast stuff. He 
needs some stage seasoning, but has 
an appeal in his fingers. Stever 
could take an opening number better 
suited to his low voice. 

Gagging by Roy Cummings, fed 
by Florence Roberts, with chewing 
of the back-drop played for all it’s 
worth. Not as funny as Cummings’ 
falling out of the box act, but plenty 
of giggles. 

tegular quartet of acts led off by 
Will Aubrey in ‘one’with his guitar 
and gags. a few slightly tinged. Au- 
brey could dispense with some of 
that fiddling around he does with his 
hat, detracting from himself. 

Just to show this cradle of adagio 
dancers what it’s all about, Gracella, 
a local girl, and Theodore do their 
nifty, well-sold routines, backed by 
plenty of production and two sing- 
ers. ‘Sleeping Princes’ and ‘Tarzan’ 
routines were what they wanted, the 
latter topping the finale with the 
girl’s high dive. 

Seed and Austin rated next to 
closing with their roughhouse 
knockabout, rocking the house with 
the Dave Seed clowning. Similarity 
between the Cummings- Roberts 
womanhandling and the bits be- 
tween Seed and the tall fem straight 
was not noticeable enough to hurt 
either. 

Closing, Don Valerio on 
strand was hacked by a 
| sister team and did nicely, if 
sationally, in the few minutes 





the tight 
dancing 


al- 


| Toted. Bill runs 75 minutes and has 
| more laughs than usually seen here 
jin three weeks. Three-quarters of a 
| house downstairs second day mati- 
inee. Picture, ‘A Dangerous Affair’ 


(Columbia). 





LYRIC 


After six weeks of eight acts and 
shorts, a change in vaude bookers 
and a boost in prices among other 
developments, it’s now six stage ate 
tractions, a feature and the usual 
filer down here. At no change in 
prices. On whole a fairly good show 
for the bargain hunters, but busi- 
ness Saturday afternoon, while @ 
little better than it has been, didn’t 
come within scores of seats in filling 
the lower floor. 


Feature is ‘Pagan Lady’ (Col). 
On change in policy to include 


longies, Lyric takes second run on 
| film product. Moss’ Broadway has 
first call on the Columbia program 
for the Times Square area. That 
| house also has first run on the Tif- 
fany product, which will probably 
also come in here. All other pro- 
grams are pretty well sewed up 
downtown on second run. 








| 


unsen- | 


Previously Lyric had nearly chlo- 
roformed its audiences with a mess 
of shorts, most of them Educational, 
With the new policy the independ- 
ent operation plays only one, a two- 
reeler, ‘The Tamale Vendor’ (Edue 
cat) and Universal news as filler. 

Front of the house looks better 
than it did, as does the lobby, both 
of which have received better dress- 
ing. 

If the shows maintain the bare 
gain-hunting standard of current 
layout, the house has an even chance 
of doing better business than with 
the eight acts and nearly as many 
shorts in place of a feature. It is 
less mongrel. 


Lyric is an old house, having 
posts inside and sometimes as a 
vaudeville theatre closely reminding 
of the old Proctor’s 23d and 125th 
Streets, but it could look less like a 
relic of the old days. Those two 
cheap electric signs under the an- 


nunciators, one for a dance hall, the 
other for a pop restaurant nearby, 
only add to the crudeness. Also-they 
distract attention, which is probably 
why the advertisers went for the 
concession. 

The Dows are continuing to book 
the vaude into the 42nd streeter. In 


the six-act bill currently provided 
there cannot be much cause for 
complaint when considered in its 


entirety. Portions of the show a 
decidedly smalltimish, with the bil 
not playing as smoothly as desired, 
probably through fault of poor 
backstage operation, but otherwise 
it’s palatable for the low-spenders, 
Wilson Aubrey Trio of horizontal 
bar workers opens in a good act of 
its kind. Bar work, much of it 
away from the usual, is far better 


than the wrestling in ‘one’ which 
strives for laughs but doesn’t get 
many. S5etter to close with the 
other, 

No. 2, Margaret Padula, who, the 
pianist tells, has reduced a little, 
No lie, and Miss Padula looks her 
best. She has an entirely pleasing 


routine of song numbers differently 
presented, with a flag-waving closer 
through toss on screen of hit num- 
ber scene she did in ‘Hit the Deck’ 
(Radio). 

On next Joe Whitehead and Car- 
vet, latter a killer on looks, It’s an 
oke act of talk and dancing. Fourth, 
Maurice and Cordova Revue (New 
Acts) just so-so. Main weakness is 
in the prima donna carried. 

Next to closer is Cliff Nazarro, 
who twice Saturday mentioned he 
was recently at RKO’s Jefferson. 
Maybe for prestige. Young Nazarro 
was liked in his songs and chatter, 
but in provoking that encore it 
looked like he had friends in the 
house. And a couple of those indigo 
gags. 

Another flash, Melody Revue 
(New Acts), brought up the tail. 
Like the Maurice-Cordova attrac- 
tion, which is a little better than 
this one, it has its weak points. A 
flash act that’s short on flash. 

Char. 


HIPPODROME 


An irregular bit of booking at the 
Sixth avenue hangar this week. 
Show has two monologists and an 
overplus of contortion dancing girls, 
no less than four of the eight acts 
having this specialty either as its 
mainstay or as an incidental. Noth- 
ing stands out from a flat level of 
fair entertainment and the program 
pattern is shapeless, 

Comedy is weak in both quantity 
and quality, and the performance 
has no build. If it were turned 
round it would play about the same, 
Screen feature is ‘Over the Hill’ 
(Fox), substituted at the last mine 
ute for ‘Secret Service’ (Radio), 
Plenty of room around 4:30 of this 
Saturday afternoon. 

Four new acts. in the layout 
which may have had something ¥@ 
do with its sketchy playing. The 
newcomers or returns are Clemens 
Belling, juggling, trained dogs and 
dancing girls in a strange medley; 
Four Comets, dancers; ‘The Street 
Singer,’ radio name, and The Jovers, 
obviously typical importation from 
the British ‘alls (all New Acts). 

First of the monologists to try his 
luck was Milton Douglas, listless, 
wisecracking single who divides his 
entertaining stint with an audience 
plant about 50-50, but gives him no 
billing. Douglas several times 
starts to sing and indicates an 
agreeable baritone, though he never 
really gives it a workout. The plant 
crossfires yolubly from a box, comes 
up to do a dance on roller skates 

(Continued on page 37) 
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ROXY 


New York, Dec. 4. 


A jazz overture program of popu- 
lar music wows the show currently, 


although not played in the torrid 


style. The show is called ‘Rhap- 
sody in Color,’ and is one of many 


such color themes at the Roxy in 
It has little 


the past four years. 
punch and not much more enter- 
tainment, providing 
support for 
(M-G), which needs plenty support. 
Looks like a poor week for the Fox 
acer. 


only meager 
‘Cuban Love Song’ 


flower song. Girl has everything to 
make a first-rate stage personality 
but self-confidence. It was evident 
that she feared to let herself go, 
but this restraint is bound to give 
Way as she goes on getting more 
acquainted with American audi- 
ences. 


Brancel and his two hounds had 
no difficulty making every minute 
of their stay pay heavy returns in 
both applause and chuckles. Neither 
of the mutts muffed a single hand- 
stand bit. 

After a swiftly and impressively 
routined version of the rumba by 


The pit band is not featured.|the line, Les Gellis came on to 
Neither is Patricia Bowman. Both| sweep up all the mirth and ap- 
should be played up and nearly al- plause still left uncorked. The boys 


Ways are not, 


the Don Pedro Via Rumba Orches- 


tra, is featured, directed by Revva 


Instead an unknown 
aggregation, comparatively speaking, 


have introduced several new bits 
into their surefire miscellaney of 
comedy acrobatics, hitting it off 
high, wide and handsome from their 


Reyes, who doesn’t sing, but ges-| opening inebriate take-off to their 
tures and talks lightly with this| Closing high-jinks on the risley 
band and formerly appeared in board. 


minor cafes. 


right numbers might be more en- 


tertaining, only shows for a single 


number. She is also featured. 


That pit band overture is an 
amazing departure. It may 
a shock because it is successful, 
especially to the Roxy directorate. 
What the overture might have done 
to customers had the pit and pro- 
duction minds not so obviously soft 
pedalled the idea is open to con- 
jecture. Even under wraps when 
caught it still was a big hit. 


Episodes in the show are called 
by color and their names run 
‘Chinese Lacquer’ (Red) ‘In an 
Orange Grove’ (orange); ‘Canaries’ 
(yellow); ‘Peppers’ (green); ‘Blue’ 
(rumba band); ‘Orchids’ (violet); 
‘Rainbow’ (violet). 

Henri Therrien, a tenor, and Pa- 
tricia Bowman appear in the orange 
number behind a_ transparency 
bearing a painted orange tree and 
a background of a poorly painted 
Orange orchard. Miss Bowman is 
4n transparent pajamas and Ther- 
rien in overalls. Both okay, 


The best episode is the ballet 
{umber ‘Orchids’, due to its sheer 
“dancing technique and a novelty 
angle. Marie McQuarrie Harp En- 
semble, 10 girl harpists, form the 
background. Ballet in violet cos- 
tumes, carrying parasols, are snap- 


pier even. than usual and _ size 
up for class in every way. 

The Roxyettes follow in the 
finale and are good as usual; but 
when they don’t top it’s worth 
mentioning. 

If it must ve explained, the pit 


band’s going jazz currently is the 
result of sudden impulse on the 
part of Roxy to inject more pep 
into the shows. Hitch on booking 
end precluded a really big name 
as is planned for weekly routines. 


Show runs around 50 minutes 
with an organ number opening. 
Feature runs 86 and coupled with 
@ newsreel and some delays be- 
tween episodes the entire program 
when caught went to around 150 
minutes. Shan. 





CHICAGO 


Chicago, Dec. 4. 


F. & M.’s delegation of the cur- 
rent week fling a brilliant pageant 
of color and movement across the 
Chicago stage. It’s a smartly put- 
together 30-minute show, nicely 
paced and in every way helps make 
the gaps between the screenings of 
‘His Woman’ (Par) worthwhile sit- 
ting through. Unit travels under 
the title of ‘La Plaza’ and is a 
credit to those responsible for the 
staging of the dancing numbers. 
That mixed line of 14 Spanish 
steppers unlimber a series of rou- 
tines that not only tickles the optics 
but reveals physical rhythm in its 
pure essence, 

Worked into this idea of what 
constitutes a wild Saturday night 


party (minus the flow of wine) in 
the public square of some Spanish 


village are a couple of standard 
turns from vaudeville, 
and Jack Brancel, 
pooches. 
these two acts is lodged the laugh- 


getting load of the fiesta, and at 
the opening performance, both, as 
expected, didn’t fail to make it a 
Company other- 
excepting 
Skeeter and Ray, who cash in with 
a diverting burlesque cf a bull-fight 


noisy walkaway, 


wise is all Espagnole, 


to wiggleries of the rhumba. 
Festivities start off with 


whirling line creation and the unit's 
krfty tenor hitting them high and 
the 
Line swings into a 
tambourine number that gives one of 
dancers a 
heels into the 
of rat-tats. 


boisterously 
prima donna. 


in a duet with 


the Spanish specialty 
chance to sink her 
boards for a _ series 
Skeeter and Ray took the next spo 


for their parody bit and perked up 
earn 


the interest sufficiently to 
them something of a patter. 

Big little ‘it’ girl of the show 
Chiquita, stepped out for the fol 


lowing round and took it with all 


When caught band 
just received a scatter of handclaps. 


Betty Froos, who sings somewhat 
like Ruth Etting and who with the 


prove 


Les Gellis 
with his two 
Upon the shoulders of 


a fast 


Included in the week's diversion 
spread is a nobby outlay of sym- 
phonic tidbits by the Leo Spitalny 
galaxy, with Frank Wilson’s tenor 
filling the aria interludes, and a 
sweetish medley of waltzes tapped 
out by Stuart Barrie at the con- 
sole. Six news clips completes the 
bill, 


MICHIGAN 


Detroit, Dec. 5. 

This week’s show will send them 
out satisfied. Picture, ’Private Lives’ 
(Metro) and stage show, titled 
‘Whoopee Nights,’ combine to make 
the best all-around attraction this 
season. 

The talent in the stage show, 1n- 
dividually, is none too impressive 
and the show on paper doesn’t 
sound like much. But as played 
here it makes for a nice round of 
enjoyment. With the usual cut- 
ting due after the first show this 
one will have the added advantage 
of speed. Show ran 55 minutes for 
the first performance, with about 10 
minutes due for cutting. 


Art Frank, billed top, doesn’t do 
too much, with all the meat left in 
for a nice contribution. The youth 
in the show is responsible for the 
sock. Raymond Baird, the Edison 
Five, Arthur Neely and the Two 
Framberger kids are the acts used, 
with Brooke Johns officiating in his 
second week here. 


Johns doesn’t do as much as he 
did last week, but fills in nicely to 
introduce the acts. Still using the 
personal appeal type of introduction, 
he looks good, wearing his clothes 
nicely, and impresses the femmes. 


The settings here are worth a 
couple of lines. Built locally under 
the direction of Eddie Weisfeldt, the 
colors are fine and the ideas are 
new. First set is the front of fu- 
turistic cabaret with the name ‘Pad- 
lock Cafe,’ and the front of the cafe 
an enormous full stage padlock. On 
each side a large green bottle, such 
as are used for ginger ale. This 
set being in three. . The girls are 
dressed as cops into a routine, with 
Brooke Johns brought on for part 
of the routine, culminating with the 
putting together by the girl of a 
pasteboard patrol wagon and cart- 
ing Johns off the stage. 


Art Frank on here to give the 
band a chance to get on. Frank 
does the talk, with the girl similar 
to the routine he uses in vaude. Four 
minutes here, and all used to good 
advantage, with some of the gags 
old but all getting over. 


The next scene, full stage, the in- 
terior of the cafe, with the decora- 
tions modern and effective. The 
Edisons on with their hat throwing 
and Indian club manipulation. Act 
is different in having two women 
working with the three men, with 
the gals mixing in with the men and 
routining right along. Does 11 min- 
utes, with about four minutes easily 
cut. 


Morgan and Stone did six minutes 
with their banjos for a nice hand. 
Arthur Neely on next and singing 
two songs and into the vocal accom- 
paniment for the line of girls in a 
very effective fan routine’ that 
showed a lot of attention by the 
producer, Fred Evans. 


Raymond Baird, in his second 
week, did a couple of numbers with 
the straight sax and saxophone, 
playing both instruments at once for 
a show-stopping hand. This lad is 
obviously a master of the instru- 
ment. With a natural sense of 
.| showmanship, he doesn’t miss. He 
played ‘St. Louis Blues’ for an en- 
core as it has never been played 
here. This boy is used to direct the 
overture, and looked well and got a 
nice hand both for his overture spe- 
cialty and for the band. Baird has 
come a long way from his old ‘Little 
t | Sousa’ days, and can play anywhere. 

Next, Johnny Framberger, held 
over to work with Johns, is on, with 
_ this sister playing the piano and har- 
*| monizing with him. Pair both young, 
+|boy about six. Duo do well espe- 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Dec. 4. 


Important items over here this 
week seem to be that they’ve made 
an ordinary baton-waving m.c. out 
of Bing Crosby and the laughs 
provoked by that standard comedy 
team, Jans and Whalen. It's a two- 
hour and 45-minute show, with the 
unit overboard by at least 10, ‘His 
Woman’ (Par) is the picture. 

You can’t call Crosby a colorless 
m.c. Not with that baritone and 
flair for handling flip dialog. But 
the faster he can get away from 
swinging that right arm in front 
of a bunch of musicians the better 
for the former rhythm of the Three 
Rhythm Boys. A case of a lad 
coming in from the coast, develop- 
ing almost overnight on the air— 
then Publix makes an m.c. of him. 
Too many of the type have been 
around and it amounts to a perch 
at the top of a high-speed stage 
toboggan unless nipped and quickly. 

As a matter of fact, if Crosby 


cares to pay some attention to that 
waistline he may not always be 
spending his time between a micro- 
phone and the film and vaude 
houses. Flashes of the way he han- 
dles patter are the spark to the 
idea that this youngster is promis- 
ing legit juvenile material. There 
aren't many good ones in this class 
about right now. Of course, there 
aren’t many musical shows around 
either—but that’s something else. 
Crosby, anyway, is already a can- 
didate for a revue, and that he can 
be developed into a light comedian 
who can carry love interest for a 
book show is plausible from what 
he’s showing over here. 

If anyone happens to think this 
is an out-and-out plug for Crosby 
such is not the intent. Especially 
for a guy who can break 85. Rather 
is it an attempt to show what can 
and may happen to a youth with 
prospects, and possibly to serve as 
a tip to the youngsters who will 
come after Crosby. 


Followers built up by the Bing 
over the air won't relish seeing him 





introducing acts and leading the 
applause. In the Paramount, too, 
where enough such disciples have 


appeared to make it appear that the 
theatre grabs them for a dime a 
dozen. It can’t help his ether popu- 
larity around New York, and should 
he continue the practice out of town 
so much the worse. In other words, 
Crosby should figure on presenting 
himself as a specialist for his own 
good. Otherwise, he will not only 
impair his value to himself, but to 
the theatre which is playing him as 
well. Turning him into an m.c. is 
as good a way of breaking him 
down as any, and faster than most. 
Youth, California glassblowers, Vi- 


Jans and Whalen are even more 
important than Crosby, who has 
been within these walls now for five 
or six weeks. Next to closing, the 
male duo are doing 17 minutes, in- 
cluding the blonde for her comedy 
cooch to ‘St. James Infirmary.’ 
Theirs is the type of comedy which 
can click within the flicker sta- 
diums, because it’s boisterous. The 
way Jans hollers doesn’t keep any- 
thing a secret, and their falls take 
care of everything else. How the 
boys do four and five a day is one 
of those things show business ac- 
cepts as a matter of course, but 
perplexes anyone giving it a mo- 
ment’s thought. Although so did 
Mitchell and Durant—and there are 
others. In any case, Jans and 
Whalen rate as an unqualified suc- 
cessful picture house entry, and ap- 
plause is not necessarily the guide 
to the degree of their success. 
Those who have taken a peek at 
enough film theatre units will so 
attest. Comedy of this type is what 
they have always needed. 

Registering more mildly but also 
emphatically are Pierce and Harris, 
ballroom dancing team who have 
satired their style of work in many 
a Broadway show. The man does 
all the sidelight registering, with 
the really remarkable part being 
that he can make his subtle panto- 
miming connect upstairs and in the 
back rows. Up front they can’t 
miss it, but to make it reach the 
walls qualifies as an achievement. 

A sextet of boy trumpeters, who 
jig in unison while playing, are in 
the unit too. They start smartly 
enough in mixing up with the Dave 
Gould Girls (16), but eventually pull 
a knife on the house by going into 
their cornet conception of the sex- 
tet from ‘Lucia.’ Unit is too full of 
anti-climaxes as it stands, though 
the presumption is that Jans and 
Whalen are added starters for the 
Greater New York display. 

Rest of the program is divided 
between an 11-minute news, includ- 
ing the trailer, and the Crawfords 
doing their regulation seven min- 
utes. Latter are now on the stage 
at a new dual console. Current 
bid of the organistic family is a 
medley of waltzes with lyric slides 
to fit. Rather slow in lieu of ‘Hun- 
garian Sketches’ offered by Rubi- 
noff as an overture and the wisdom 
of which, with only 23 men in the 
pit, is assuredly open to question. 
The old Keith circuit made the mis- 
take of insisting upon heavy over- 








hands up and applauding. Here's a| C!@!!y with “Minnie the Moocher.’ 
tiny senorita with a wealth of rhe last number was also sold well. 
beauty, charm, personality and a Art Frank on next, doing his ha-cha 
lyrical soprano that brought them and over nicely. 

forward in their chairs and had Show sent them out pleased, and 
them down front clamoring for the | will build all week with the nice 


carnations she tossed out in 


her | picture. 





Lee, 


tures from seven, eight and nine- 
piece orchestras in small capacity 
houses. Now Publix. 

| Business at Friday's first show 
| okay. Sid. 








NEWSREELS I : 





EMBASSY 


Stepping right out and capturing 
the hot ones the Embassy got on 
its screen first several dramatic 
hits. To watch the news actually 
break, especially when it is of in- 
ternational and national import- 
ance, iw something that the reel 
theatres don’t often provide. 

F-H had its camera directly in 
front of the speaker’s platform at 
the recent Paris peace conference 
which broke up in a riot. To listen 
to the speakers being heckled and 
then stormed, with gendarmes and 
fistfights being carried to the stage, 
is an event in newsreel news these 
days. The physical battle started 
just after the U. S. representative 
attempted to convey his message in 
English. On the same subject F-H 
aiso worked in Senator Borah's 
transatlantic broadcast. While this 
Was covered by all of the reels, it 
was made far more spectacular at 
the Embassy because of editing and 
complete coverage. 


An unsual and rare subject was 
offered in the Danville murder case. 
The mother hysterically greeting 
the 13-year-old son, who is accused 
of shooting a physician in her de- 
fense is an offering that had many 


Embassy patrons on the verge of 
tears, There is nothing stagey 
about the interview. In fact it 


seems that the mother at first was 
unaware that a camera was record- 
ing the scene. Her statement in 
defense of her son and the boy’s 
manly efforts to comfort his mother 
make drama of stark reality. 


An exceptional opportunity to 
prove the possibilities of sound is 
provided by a clip dealing with a 
Berlin symphony of 200 unemployed 
musicians and a _ singing soloist. 
Each department of the band is 
featured at different times or an- 
other. The singer has one of the 
finest recording baritones heard on 
the screen. 

Both newsreel theatres are get- 
ting maximum laughs from the Chi- 
cago printer who drew a right ticket 


in the Dublin sweepstakes. When 
he says in an impressively droll 
way, ‘There'll be friends I didn’t 


know I had,’ 
erally howl. 


Interspersed are reminders of 
France's preparedness. The unveil- 
ing of the Joffre monument provides 
another chance for the review of 
troops while in another clip France 
is shown to be ahead of the world in 
tank warfare, 


In marked contrast to its major 
offerings is a clip purporting to 
show French soldiers bearding the 
Corsair bandit in his lair. This is 
stagey and unconvincing. 


Columbus, O., students singing 
around the Hoovers and the Pres- 
ident and his wife buying the first 
Xmas seals in another clip are both 
stilted and flat. 


Some picturesque camera effects 
are accomplished in herds of cattle 
tramping through a blinding Colo- 
rado snowstorm, and duck shooting 
on Long Island. 

Elevated cameras do excellent 
work on the Yale-Princeton and 
Stanford-Dartmouth games. The 
highlights of both games are easily 
followed by the theatre audiences. 


Other subjects include: Bike 
races, Savoldi-Lewis wrestling, 


both audiences lit- 


Bowie races, Derby Day in South 
Africa, Harry Hershfield, Mexican 
parade, Detroit convention of wom. 
en wets, Ted Healy and stooge 
Anne Morgan on female unemploy-. 
ment survey, 1931,’s healthiest boy 
and girl, Paris ballet and English 
cabin autogiro. Waly, 


TRANSLUX 


Nothing of a startlingly newsy. 
nature in the program this week. 


While entertaining in some of itg 
conventional coverage and maga- 


zine material the Luxer lacks the 
crispness and initiative displayed 
by its competitor. 

Both houses have the Walker. 
Mooney assignment, with slight 
variance. Luxer has an appealing 
close-up of Mooney’s mother, less of 
the mayor, nothing of the gover. 
nor, and more of Mooney’s family, 


A commendable piece of editorial 
judgment and camera coverage ig 
the Pathe trip down a 90-foot shaft 
where workmen are doing the tun. 
nel job for the subway under the 
East river. 

Another interview with the U. §, 
senator from Connecticut who pre- 
viously favored beer finds him this 
time favoring a luxury tax—es- 
pecially on beer. This provides a 
smile from the Luxer attendees, 

Southern California comes in for 
some more ballyhoo. Both houses 
are showing another view of the 
Palm Springs resort and the Luxer 
adds a short in color on the same 
subject. Miami's publicity giving 
elephant is used by Universal. This 
time the ‘girl’ gets pants. 


Boston’s mayor goes L. A. for 
publicity when he introduces the 
effigy of ‘general depression’ and 


has the same tea-partied into the 
harbor. 

Frank Wile, political writer, pre- 
dicts turmoil in the new Congress, 
while a Milford, Conn., engineer 
tells of plans to resurrect the Lusi- 
tania and a miniature plane is pre- 
sented to back the assertion that 
lightning will not harm air travel- 
ers. 


In the latest episode of his trip 
up the coast Captain Bartlett dem- 
onstrates that tropical fruits thrive 
in Iceland and that that country 
has so much natural hot water, ice 
water is at a premium. 

Universal evidently got first cam- 
era to the horse train wreck. Clp 
displayed a number of demolished 
box cars. 


In its coverage of the Irish race 
sweepstakes winners, the Luxer did 
a complete job. From the nurses in 
Dublin making the draw to the Chi- 
cago printer and a girl winner in 
Los Angeles—all were included. 
The Army-Notre Dame game (a 
little late) was vaguely conveyed, 
inclement weather making it ale 
most impossible for the cameramen 
to get their bearings. 
Pathe evidently took Vice-Presie 
dent Curtis’ statement to the press 
seriously.” They had him read the 
dozen words expressing his intene 
tion to accept renomination, if of 
fered. 
Oregon motorbike polo, sheep, 
Shanghai races, Detroit speed plane, 
English speed outboard motorboat, 
aged couples at the Fountain of 
Youth, California glass blowers, Vi- 
enna labor parade and L. A. rodeo 
show—were among the other clips. 
Waly. 





Paramount, Newark 


Newark, N. J., Dec. 5. 

Better than usual this week. 
Runs from class to low comedy, and 
even the comedy is funny. Headed 
by Uncle Don, radio, who has the 
two spot and takes 15 minutes. He 
uses his regular song, his etiquet 
number, impersonates Simple Simon 
and Uncle Otto, both of whom sing, 
and Luke Higgins, here only using 
old material, ending with ‘The 
Green Grass Grew All ’Round’ as a 
tour de force. His good nature and 
attitude of not taking himself seri- 
ously help; very well received. 
Opener is Melvin Brothers, acro- 
batic. Liked. 
Novelty is Nat Renard as the 
Human Locomotive. Opens with 
pictures of a celebrity welcomed at 
the New York Citiy Hall with the 
hero not actually seen. Renard 
dressed in a red sweater and run- 
ning pants enters with his manager 
and, with much fooling, is started 
off on his run from New York to 
Los Angeles. Two girls appear. 
Pictures of his run are shown with 
a ghost figure of Renard racing 
locomotives, running on Niagara, in 
the tropics, with the Sphinx, and in 
a battle of the war. These are 
shown intermittently with stops at 
Chicago and elsewhere done in ‘one’ 
in the flesh. , 

Finally Renard arrives at Holly- 
wood and before a drop of carica- 
tured faces, a banquet is given him 








brilliant acrobatics and the other 
sings with Renard. Then a fine 
Mickey Mouse played by a child or 
midget runs out from under the 
table and dances. Act needs tight- 
ening, but it’s there. 


Low buffoonery marks Tracy and 
Lord, but they have plenty of in- 
vention and never slow up. One 
leans at seemingly impossible an- 
gles and conducts the orch from the 
pit. Both use trick props and weird 
costumes. They saw a man in half 
and incidentally saw off a finger, @ 
head and leg as they come out from 
the box. When opened, out comes 
not only the man but a woman who 
hadn't been put in. The girl enters 
into the comedy and then sings 
straight. It goes. 


Before a special outdoor set Vir- 
ginia Bacon and Co. appear as In- 
dians, and while a man with a real 
voice signs, six girls dance Indian 
stuff. Miss Bacon then dances beau- 
tifully and wins by her spins. 
young man with the girls dances 
and then suolos. Then before a great 
tree the singer renders Kilmers 
‘Trees’ while the others dance. Miss 
Bacon does an exquisite number and 
she is the acme of grace. Both she 
and the singer are acclaimed for 
their work. A fast tap by the girls 
is followed by two putting over 
‘Minnie the Mooch’ with the orch. 
singing the refrain in topnotch 
fashion. They are all in for the 
finale. It gets four stars. 


There's a Par news and the first 





with five men in masks and the 
girls, one wearing the likeness of 
Constance Bennett and the other 
Marie Dressler, One girl dances 


‘foreign’ picture to play the erro 
Columbia’s ‘Pagan Lady, which 
wins approval. Rain and_ not, ca 
pacity. Austin. 














+ oF Fee 


em & wh Ot tet oo ow mm eo. Od 





lish 
'Y. 


Wsy; 
eek, 
its 
iga- 

the 
\yed 


ker- 
ight 
ling 


for 
ses 
the 
xer 
me 
ing 
his 


for 
the 
ind 
the 


re- 
$8, 
per 
si- 
re- 
1at 
el- 


h 
Le 

















_ Tuesday, December 8, 1931 








VARIETY - 37 








«= 
| HOLLYWOOD 


Detroit, Dec, 5. 


House has recently reduced prices 
gnd seems to be about holding its 
own. Continuing with three acts of 

O vaude booked out of N. Y. and 
with the band on the stage with 
Eddie Loughton the permanent m. c. 
pow in his second year, To stay 
a year in this house, located among 
the factory neighborhood, is some- 





thing. Loughton has them in his} 
lap. 

Vaude here is apt to be hit or 
miss, with some very ex: elent bills | 
ghown at times that are worth more 
than the $1,500 to $1,750 a week 
budget. Playing a split week, the 
talent uses this house to break 
jumps east and west. 

This week’s bill is almost an out- 
gtanding one for entertainment 
value Opening is quiet, but the} 
other two acts more than make up. | 


The booker made a mistake in pick- | 


ing three dancing acts. gut even 
with that defect, the show still is | 
good. 


Opening, McGary, Dawn and Mc-} 
Gary. dancing, dull with the possible | 


exception of a drunk dance by the} 

two McGary’'s. | 
Next the band number, using 

‘Now's the Time to Fall in Love 


various 


with the laughs furnished by 


dialect choruses sung by members of 
the band with lLoughtor doing 
nance chorus. i 
] 

Dezzo Retter, ‘The Man Who 
Wrestles With Himself,’ started off 


forte with a series of good comedy 
falls. This fellow keeps going all 
the time and builds up to his wres- 
tling bit for a sock finale. Doing 12! 
minutes goes as a novelty 

Final act was Madie and Ray, 
youthful boy and girl, with nice 
dancing. Girl a looker who dances 
gracefully, doing outstanding 
acrobatics and boy doing a tap rou- 
tine also well over the ordinary. 
For the punch the boy does some 
nice business with the lariats. The 
finale brings the girl on for a diffi- | 
eult trick of rolling over on the floor | 
sideways while spinning the rope. 
The boy and girl have sense of| 
showmanship . 

Bob Clarke at the organ 


some 


Lee. 


9 

LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Dec. 2. 
About every fifth week Fanchon & | 
Marco turn out a unit which should 
be titled ‘Hard-Working Chorus’ 
Idea. ‘Carmenesque’ is one of those. 
Line girls open the presentation do- 
ing a military routine balancing 
themselves on large balls. For the 
closing number, the girls do a high- 
kicking routine on stilts. It’s all in 
their day’s work—four times a day. 
Presentation is loaded with talent 
and entertainment. Dave and Joe 
O'Gorman, English comics; Ray 
Sax, saxophone soloist and _ tap 
dancer; Rose Valyda, double-voiced 
singer; Three Matadors, male hoof- 
ing trio; and the Three Madrinas, 

toe dancers, are the acts.. 


Unit is well dressed, both scenic- 
ally and in costuming. It opened in 
Detroit several weeks ago to fill in 
on the eastern Publix houses. Back 
in L. A. it is picking up the regular 
F. & M. route. 

Tdea is Spanish, as the title de- | 
notes, but only where the line is 
eoncerned and in that respect only 
in costume. 

O’Gormans, typical English com- 
ics with the music-hall manner and 
delivery, are above average F. & M. 
talent and hand out all the laughs 
the presentation contains. Some of 
their gags are old, but their screwy 
manner manages to redeem the an- 
tiquity. Finishing with a fast ec- 
centric tap dance, they halted the 
proceedings. 

Ray Sax hops. the buck and toots 
the sax at the same time. Strictly 
a novelty, he pleased witi this and 
a Ted Lewis imitation. 

Rose Valyda solos with one num- 
ber in her double’ voice. Miss 
Valyda is an F. & M. standby and 
-lways manages to hold her own in 
fast company. Chorus work behind 
her doing formations with large 
fans, 

Three 
dance, 


¢ 7 
Hood 
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Matadors tap out one! 
a shadow routine. Boys have | 
appearance, and their weak 
dancing is held up by laughs when 
of the lads loses his pants. A 
crude but it saves the day. 


one 
little 


Three Madrinas, who double from 


ie line, do one toe dance for the 
opening, then drop back into the 
line for rest of the show. | 
Chorus line take it easy for the 


epening and closing. That's as it 
should be, considering the amount 
of work they do in those two ap- 
Pearances, (jae Foster's staging 1s 
hove par, 

Sam Jack Kaufman, the new or- 

stra leader, in his second week ! 
puts the pit bovs through medley 
of pop numbers for tl overture. 
hKcufman’s personality iould make 
im a iavorite } lé the house 
mtinues to bui'd him uy 

> rendei (Fox) he ture 
ith Metrotone news 1h} ~ nd a 
lioward Jones football sho ( Tit- 
nV) rounding out the sereen tare 
] le rood Wed Sli evening 


| the 
| Main 


| ber 


| Moss’ friends don’t greet him with 


|on Broadway 


| helpfulness 


DENVER 


Denver, Dec. 1. 

Fred Schmitt and his orchestra 
reproduced the first Thanksgiving 
musically in their overture, with 
scenes of 1620. John Stapp sang 
‘The Romance of John Alden and 
Priscilla,’ and a trio, Stapp, Harry 
Wilson and Joe Clifford closed the 
overture with hymns. 

The stage show, ‘Co-Eds,’ rather 
a lukewarm affair, coaxed a few 
chuckles but not much applause 
out of the Denver crowd. The idea 


| 
| 


Starts with a huge football being 
kicked by a huge foot and this 
drop when raised reveals a gym 
interior with the stage band back 
of the scrim, dressed ir ollege jer- 
sevs and caps. 

Boys and girls form the line 
dressed in the first number in ex 
tremely loud college colors and they 
do a regulation itine with 
vocalization Hubert Dyer and 
Barney Coyne furnish most of the 
laughs with their acrobatic antics 
and Coyne’s big feet and oversiz« 
clothes, | 

The Doyle quadruplets, girls, are | 
wheeled onto the stage atop a 
three-foot piano, and sing, climb | 
down and moan thru four megs. | 
The Robbins trio, roller skaters, | 
| fast and furious, wind up their act! 
with a sensational flying spin. | 

Lois and Tudy come in with the; 
second line, with Tudy in Lois’ hip | 
pocket. The second routine is with 
Indian clubs. Bussy and Case en- 
tertain with juggling and chatter, 
accordion and dance and then the 
line is on with the boys dressed as | 
cadets and with accordions, for |} 
vocal ‘Million Dollar Baby’ and the 
| girls dressed that way. Idea closes | 
with all on the stage A fair to} 


| middlin’ show playing to good busi- 


ness, 


MOSS’ BROADWAY 


New York, 


} 


Dec. 5. 


| or 


| sign 
| Sij 


is one of the pleasant heritages of 
the stage band era. They were wed 
between the fifth and sixth shows 
one day. 

From his familiar straighting 
with the wife, Leary went into 
some unfamiliar straighting for 
Bobby Pincus, nicely handled by 
the m. c. and probably with little 
no preparation. Pincus is a 
knockabout nut single who kicks 
himself in the face and sings a song 
about loving to punch himself on 
the chin for plenty of laughs. He 
works hard, wallops the audience 
and his under the final 
hill 


rates spot 
this 


Nichols’ band had to overcome a 








on the fringe of Spanish village at 
110th street and 5th avenue. Not 
only first-run Spanish films are 


shown here, but a full hour’s stage 
show is thrown in, most of it being 


pretty good With admission on a 
| 15-50c scale the theatre is strug- 
gling to make a go of it, another 


of the times. 
Interesting to note about the show 


. . ° {that’s put on is the fact that the 

Change to the regulation picture | theatre takes itself very seriously 
house stage band policy this week | on that score. They have Fernando 
is said to be just a breather until | [nis with the title of ‘Director Ar- 
B. S. Moss inaugurates a brand | tictico, and Bardu Alis, who proudly 
new stage ida at his Broadway juggles the words ‘Maestro Coreog- 
theatre. What the idea is hasn't | rafico’ after his name. There are a 
been announced, but it must have]! qozen dark-haired girls, a standing 
been included in those mentioned | m.c.anda couple of name Spaniards 
as likely for this house, because! weekly, where and when available. 


that list included about every form | 


of stage show known to the world. 
The only thing that hasn’t been 


suggested to Mr. Moss thus far by 
gratis advice bureau of the| 
Stem is a revival of the Bat- | 
tle of Waterloo. Such a large num- 
of suggestions from so many 
sources would confuse’ § anyone. 


the customary ‘hello’ In- | 
stead they go right into the song} 
and dance: ‘I’ve got a swell idea 
for the Broadway..’ So far nobody 
has declared himself in. So far there 
hasn't been anything for anyone to 
declare himself in on. | 

What Moss needs more than ideas 
is a mathematician. A guy who can 
figure out how to start off with a 
$12,000 overhead on Saturday and 
wind up with an even break or bet- 
ter on the ensuing Friday evening 
is the person Moss has in mind. 
In other words the veteran operator 
wants to learn a little addition for 
a change. de’s teen working on 
subtraction long enough. 

Current show is a lesson in re- 
verse trigonometry. The only cer- 
tainty is that the audience won't 
get the decision. It’s a band show 
long after the other 
Broadway theatres saw the band 
policy wash itself up, and a talker, 
Tiffany's ‘X Marks the Spot,’ that 
probably wouldn’t see Broadway 
except for B. S. 

The stage performance shows the 
effect of last-minute booking and | 
producing. A not bad list of spe- 
cialty acts and the Red Nichols’ 
orchestra tries hard, but makes 
little progress under the method of | 
presentment. In the past LeRoy 
Prinz, billed as stager, has been 
a much better producer. than this 
show indicates. Most likely he was 
handicapped. 

Ted Leary, m. c., manages some- 
how to keep things going at a fair 
3ut for Lealy and the spe- 
cialists, the band background 
strangely seems a_ hindrance in 
contrast to the stage band’s former 
in any presentation 
Here it appears the acts might have 
better on their own before a 
The Four Mullen Sisters. 

presentation harmony 


anymore, 





pace. 





done 
drape. 
standard 





Edith Barstow. The brother and 
sister toe-tap dancing team gar- 
nered their customary hatch of 
show halting plaudits and vamped 
with the how's first til kle, Auriole 
Craven (Mrs. Leary) had the nexi 
spot for a sorg and her neat com- 
bination control waltz and fiddle 
specialtv then her husband joined 
her to complete their talk and song 
two-act. The romance of the Learys | 


}entation. 


Currently Miguel Ruggeri is the 
heavy name on the program, he be- 
ing a robust tenor with all the ges- 


tures. That he doesn’t sing any- 
where near as well as he looks 
probably doesn’t matter. On the 
same bill, however, is La Giti- 
anilla, whose name doesn’t appear 
on the printed program, lights or 
any place else. But she’s such a 


pleasant voiced singer and such a 
graceful dancer that she’d do equal- 
ly well in any Broadway show shop 
at up at 110th street. 

Guillermo Moreno 
fellow with the show. Only way a 
non-Latin, without a distinct 
knowledge of the language, can tell 
that Moreno is funny is by the audi- 


is the funny 


ence reaction. Night caught the 
audience laughed with him con- 
stantly. 


Interesting thought brought out 
by the current week’s show is that 
perhaps that rumba dance is done 
away with at last. Only instance of 
it in this show is one mild rumba, 
and that so well disguised as to 
pass as a different Cuban dance. 
Alicia Rico did the dance with An- 
tonio Garcia, a pleasant black-face 
comic, to help her. Both are equally 
niribLle on their feet. 

Bardu Alis, the ‘Maestro Coreog- 
rafico,’ probably tries too hard with 
his line of girls. He has them at- 
tempting all sorts of complicated 
lee and arm work for effects which 
would be good if the girls knew as 
much about dancing as he seems to 
know. At that, they almost get 
away With it, only one or two minor 
mishaps occurring. 

In toto, the current week's show 
here is not as good a compilation of 
Spanish musical comedy talent as is 
generally seen at this house, but a 
good half of it is cere to 


anybody. auf. 





PARAMOUNT. L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 3. 


In shaving the Paramount’s nut, 
Harold B. Franklin has cut on the 
stage show to where it’s now little 
more than a straight orchestra pres- 
What talent apears is 
merely on the stage to add atmos- 
phere to the musical numbers. 


Presentation this week bears the 


quartet of the type that used to can familiar title of ‘Venetian Carnival.’ 
|for a band background whenevet Little that happens on the stage, 
submitted to a boc%er could bond outside of the 40-piece orchestra 4 
tainly have had an easier time wIth- | oe oines, conducted by Carli Eli- 
out the Nichols musicians’ accom~- | otters. Band rates aces, sell- 
paniment, At the end of each pan ine all of its numbers with plenty 
the girls’ two numbers the trumpet |)” cnowmanship. Conducting of 
player in the rear let go of = blast i Elinor is mold compared with the 
that scared all attentions away from | 4 _and-arm-throwing of some 
the vor alists. The sam trumpete! maestros who have performed local- 
who doubles in song as a Cab ¢ a Iv. About the only fault found witn 
any ee eng * ts his work is a tendency to play up 
foots rs eee es that rate |. i; brass section, particularly the 
chiefly as time Killers. pe . 

"Mullet s are followed by Dick and rumpets, 


Male chorus in its first appearance 
‘When It’s 


is in blackface singing 
Sleepy Time Down South.’ It's a 
little remote from the Venetian at- 
mosphere, but the chorus work and 
‘ estration was the high spot of 
the presentation Line girls cam 
( for one chorus of snake hip 
ilso in blackface. 
the finale, orchestra plays a 
Continued on page 62) 





| Save 


i ering 
| } 


handicap in form of introductory 
dialog by the acts in a finale com 
pany roundup, in order to slide its 
final orchestration Earlier the 
ols bunch played sugle Call 

les,” and very hot, 

Collegiana’ is the presentation’s 
itle. It’s squared by a littlk open- | 
ing talk between Leary and Pincus | 
and some college pennants on the 
music racks. For atmosphere the | 
full size set is dressed with four 
girls and two men in. evening} 
clothes. 

An Educational travelog in color | 
is the current screen filler. No 
newsreel at the Saturday night 
show. Business was poor. Bige. , 

——EEE ! 
SAN JOSE | 
New York, Dec. 4 

One of the lesser known and more | 
interesting novelties in New York, | 
from an amusement standpoint, is | 
|this Spanish theatre tucked away 





HIPPODROME 


(Continued from page 35) 
with comedy falls and finishes on 
a harmonica solo. A girl also is 


involved for a fast bit of stepping 
and very little clothes. Returns 
mild in this house, which discounts 
spoken gags 

Donatella Bros. and Carmen were 
spotted two from the closing and 
he bill its only specialty flash. 
They did nicely, being one of those 
family affairs before 
but 
vy stayi 


they spoiled a good score 


too long after the intro- 


no 
ne 


duction of pop and horn Girl of 

lé quartet had to OllOW several 
othe ontortion dancers; and it 
took somethin of a edge off he 
performance All nice-lookin 
young people with a spirited per- 
formance They wo i fare better 
|} under more favorable ircun 
stances 

George Beatty was next to cl 
ing, quite a spot for a single talker 
and singer on an eight-act catch- 
| as-catch-can bill in this house. He 
| did rather less than fairly under 
the handicap of the space he had 
te fill and his position at the tail- 
end of a lifeless performance. 

Erma Ward and Girls is a new 
frameup for this aerial girl and an 
improvement over her old single ef- 
fort She features the Leitzel sin- 
gle hand swings, doing a series of 
them countin about 100 as the 
climax ot a aance and acrobatic 
session by her five ightly hand 
maidens. Girls are energetic ground 
tumblers, mixing flip-flaps and 
front-overs with dance steps and 
the like. Nice unassuming closing 
turn and fitted here. Rush. 





STATE 


Current bill at the State is one of 
the strongest layouts this house has 
had in weeks. Not a weak link in 
the six-act layout, running 80 min- 
utes the first show Saturday. Jay 


C. Flippen and Paul Tremaine’s or- 
chestra share the feature honors. 
At the first show Saturday the 


house was close to capacity. 

Honey Troupe fast acrobatic turn 
consisting of three men and three 
women, gave the bill a fast start. 
Two-high pyramids and shoulder 
leaps featured, plus some ground 
tumbling. Femmes excel the men 
at the latter. Girls are also used 
as often as the men as understand- 
ers. Finish is a springboard leap 
by a boy into a chair supported on 
a pole by one of the women. 

Johnny Hyman’s clever play on 
words novelty in the deuce spot got 
over well. Laugh attempts of Carl- 
ton and Ballew went, but not as 
good as they should for this team. 
Chatter is tepid for the main part, 
although one or two punchy cracks 
are spread through the act. Ma- 
jority of the response is derived 
from Miss Ballew's dumb-dora an- 
swers and queries. A little warbling 
is used toward the finish. 

Kings and Queens of Rhyth:1 
(New Acts) is a snappy group hoo!- 
ing act with a set of smart rou 
tines. Flippen followed with his 
unusual flip cracks. Blackface 
comedian had to beg off. His ma- 
terial is better than usual. 

Tremaine’s Orchestra is 
instrumental group. 
but 18 minutes, 


a good 
Was allowed 
which isn’t much 


for a large band act, Tended to 
hurry the proceedings. 
86TH ST. 
RKO hasn't apparently solved 


the problem of drawing the people 
into the 86th Street on a Saturday 
afternoon. Last Saturday was no 
exception. Feature was ‘The Rul- 
ing Voice’ (FN) and apparently no 
b.o. help at all. 

The vaudeville held pretty good 
entertainment. The acts deserve 
medals for putting forth their best 
efforts before such a slim audience. 
They make no effort to cut or stall. 
For instance, Al Trahan. This 
comic could have chopped his turn 
right in half, and the 86th audience 
or what there was of it might not 
have noticed the diff. He received 
as much app.ause as possible from 
a minimum crowd and garnered 
what laugh honors there were on 
the bill. The blonde with him is 
giving admirable support and does 
the low comedy without making it 
burlesky. 

Opening the vaude 
George McKay and Co., 
an attractive array 
who give McKay 


section was 


of four women 
some entertaining 


a family gath- |} 


LOOP-END, CHICAGO 
Chicago, Dec. 5. 
This week starts an experiment 
with eight acts instead of six, and 
it appears that the bargain policy 1s 
right f-> this south end of the loop, 


where the cheaper crowds gather, 
Names that this house used on its 
| six-act bills were those in the in- 
| between class, not certain draws in 
| spite of the rather large coin they 
demanded. Advertising eight cts 
here likely to mean more than a 
weak picture or radio headliner. 
Headlining, so called, are Freda 
ind Paiace, who were at the RKO 
Palace ome weeks ago. On next 
to losing nd were the individual 
vinner of t show Applause for 
them ld u closing turn, the 
Franklin Troupe. Latter cffers bits 
of everything—ladder work, tum- 
bling, pyramiding, risley and a pail 
of performing dogs A clever and 
interesting turn helped b) two 
pooches, especially the pint-sized 


i|of smoothness and smartness 


|} around 


latter being | 





one. that tosses off some intricate 
front-paw balancing. 

Opening were Dale and Meyers, 
hand-to-hand balancers. Quiet but 
efficient workers. Dexter, the ven- 
triloquist with the walking dummy, 
has something to offer in a coating 


which 
imparts with his Englishman-in- 
and talk. 


he 
evening 
LaFayette 


ouple of neat 


dress manner 


deliver a 
sh irp- 


These 


and LaVerne 

dances, closing 
ly on their apache wallop 
apache hops are getting to the limit 
of tough and slam-bang. This one 
is climaxed by having the girl swung 
by her hair and _ tossed 
a paper window. In between 
Ruth Baldwin handles the 
pop sharps and flats pleasingly. 

Joe DeLier started with his come 
edy accordion for laughs, « then 
swung into a regular push-box orgy 
and closed as accompaniment for his 


through 
dances 


femme stooge, who, after heckling 
him from the audience, came up 
behind the lights and warbled a 


as 
lete 


couple of tunes. Closing not 

strong as it might be, being a 

down from the earlier laughs. 
Dora Early and her comedy chare 


acterizations next. Fair enough, 
though surely there must be othe’ 
comedy ideas for femmes besides 
the moth-eaten one about walking 


home from auto rides. 

McGrath, Deeds and Travers a 
pointless but pleasant comedy turn. 
Act wanders about rather aimlessly, 
but manages to squeeze out a quota 
of laughs. 

An all-around workable eight-act 
arrangement that will satisfy the 
Loop-Enders. That the bargain is 
an attraction was evident from the 
trade the house was doing at the 
close of the first show. Best busi- 
ness since the first opening day. 

Feature was ‘Lasca of the 
Grande’ (U). 


WB DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 3. 

Five acts of vaude, Joe FE. Brown 
in ‘Local Boy Makes Good’ (War- 
ners), Universal News, a Vitaphone 
short and Ripley’s ‘Believe It or Not’ 
for 50 cents. Evidently L. A. thinks 
that’s a lot of show, for business was 
capacity all day Thursday (opening 
day). 

Feature attracted them. Strictly 
a Joe Brown audience, it went for 
the vaude all the way. Five acts 
current are about the best the house 
has shown since it adopted the 
yaudfilm policy, with the stage en- 
tertainment booked by Bert Levey. 

Bill is made up of Paul Gordon 
and Fay Le Roy, trick bicycle rid- 
ing; White and Stanley, man and 
woman comedy talking and dancing 
act; Meredith and Snoozer, Jr., edu- 
cated dog; William LeMaire and 
Caro] Balston, blackfact team, and 
Zob Gilbert’s Revue, two men and 
four girls flash act. 

Paul Gordon, standard high bike 
act for years, has added Fal Le Roy 
for a gam flash. Girl does a tap 
dance while Gordon toots a clarinet, 
perched on a high wheel. Miss Le 
Roy also hoofs. That's about all she 


Rio 





does, but she manages to give the 
boys an eyeful. Gordon hasn't 
changed his routine or gags for 


some time, but they still please. 
White and Stanley next, with Miss 
Stanley doing a dumb dame. Mate- 
rial is familiar but gets over. Danc- 
ing for the finish is oke. Meredith 


|} with his educated collie, Snoozer, 
jnext. Dog is too fast for Meredith, 
| going into each trick before he can 
l}announce it. Even when the purp is 
| blindfolded it's ahead of its trainer, 
| Audie nce wore out their hands [¢«f 


support. McKay was followed by 

Cardini, card manipulator, who 

amazes with his deft and lizhtnine 

palming. His cigarette bit at the | 
close is still a novelty. What puz- 

zles the onlookers especially is when 

and where does Cardini light the 

cigs. It's a whiz of a legerdemain 

trick and considered in American 

vaude as strictly Cardini'’s. 

June Carr and Co, the latter a 
hard-working young man who 
should share illing h Mi ( r 
were well received, although that 
ballad t b e | eemed 
to low the ! ist en it 
vas hitt A 

Pathe ne u pipe 
‘ iT ‘ ! ‘ 
vited to rid Mari 


the pup in spite of its knowledge of 


what was coming next. It has been 
some time since local audience gota 
| load of the ‘treat them with kind- 
ness’ business. 

William LeMaire and Caro] Ral- 
ston in the next-to-closing position, 
LeMaire hasn't done much changing 
ince he was a Keith act, but 
his mushmouth blackface character 
Ww typ over here. Miss Ralston 
dor a igh yellow straight and 
feeds LeMaire neatly. 

Bob Gilbert Revue losed. Nothe- 
Ing out of the ordinary just fast step- 
pin by the two boy and four girls, 

ith G ert soloing once in an eCe 
oe j dance. Other work is 
aij] lapping. call, 

a 


fa 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (DEC. 12) 


THIS WEEK (DEC. 5) 


Numerals in connection with bills below Ind:cate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 





























RKO 








NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (12) 
Serge Flash 
3 Rhythm Dancers 
Janet Reade 
Burns & Allen 
George Jessel 
Eddie Cantor 
Benny Meroff Bd 
(5 


) 
Serge Flash 





3 Rhythm Dancers 


Gallarini & Sis 
Joe Besser Co 


Tucker Smith & 8 
Sylvia Froos 
Ben Blue 

2a half (9-11) 
4 Ortons 


Belle Waters & & 
Chester Fredericks 
Eddie Hanley 
Julianna 

Frankie Heath 











ROUTED 


38 ACTS 38 


For Fanchon & Marco 
is what 
LEDDY & SMITH 


would like te announce. 














Janet Reade 
Burns & Allen 
George Jessel 
Eddie Cantor 
Benny Meroff Bd 
Chester 
ist half (12-15) 
Paul Remos 
Maker & Redford 
Singing Sam 
George McKay 
2a half (16-13) 
Vernon Rathburn 
Edith Bow 
Dr Rockwell 
Gliding Glubbers 
2a half (9-11) 
Mangean Girls 
Fred Keating 
Adelaide Hall 
Howard Fine & H 
Coliseum 
ist half (12-15) 
omatella Bros Co 
Waa Halperin 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
Al. Trahan 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (9-11) 
Frank & Eugenie 
Watts & Hawley 
Dr Rockwell 
Gliding Glubbers 
86th St. 
ist half (12-15) 





4 Ortons 


Eddie Conrad 


yal 
ist haif (10-15) 
Lomas Tr 
Rance & Gordon 
Gloria Foy Co 
Milt Douglas 
Les Ghezzis 
2d half (16-18) 
Hubert Kinney Co 
Caligary Bros 
Street Singer 
Talent & Merit 
Bob Robison 
2d half (9-11) 
Warren Harriman 
Roxy LaRocca 
Joe Besser 
Florrie Lavere 
Bob Ripa 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Albee (18) 
Challenge Rev 
Nell Kelly 
Hal Jerome 
Diamond Boys 
(One to fill) 
(5 


) 
Louis Berkoff Co 
Talent & Merit 
Lou Holtz Rev 
Flushing 
Ist half (12-15) 
Jay Brennan 
Lou Holtz Rev 
(One to fill) 
2a half (16-18) 








JEROME MANN 


Opens on interstate time Dee. 
Texas—RKO 
Burke—Jack Curtis 


jestic, 
Dir. Bernard 


Dallas, 


17 at RKO Ma- 
tatact 








Kate Smith 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
Kate Smith 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (9-11) 
Olympia Winners 
Gold & Ray 
Hal Jerome 
Trini 
Fordham 
ist half (12-15) 
Healy & Cross 
Colleano Fam 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (16-18) 
Donatella Bros Co 
Nan Halperin 
Chas Foy 
(One to fill) 
2d half (9-11) 
Bill Robinson's 
‘Hot from Harler’ 
klin 


Fran 

ist half (12-15) 
Tanarakis 
Kaye Davison 
Bobby Barry 
Wats'n & T’mplet’n 
Lamberti 
Ben Blue Co 

2d half (16-18) 
Erner Fisher & B 
Crowell & Allen 
Hal Neiman 
Gloom Chasers 





Dave Harris 


Pat Rooney 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (9-11) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Joe Marks Co 
Nan Halperin 
ete & McG 


enmore 

ist half (12-15) 
3 Orantos 
Morton & Parks 
Zelaya 
Living Jewels 

2d half (16-18) 
Danny White 
Jay Brennan 
Lou Holtz 
(One to fill) 

2a half (9-11) 
Paul Remos 
Heller & Reilly 
Uypam & Sidare 
Barto & Mann 

Madison 

ist half (12-15) 
Vernon Rathburn 
Edith Bow 
Dr Rockwell 
Gliding Glubbers 

2d half (16-18) 
Maker & Redford 
Singing Sam 
4 Ortons 
(One to fill) 

2d half (9-11) 
6 Blue Streaks 
Irvin O’Dunna 








EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROCKE 











2d haif (9-11) 
Muriel Window 


Senna & Dean 
Healy & Cross 
Jim Toney 
Blue Moon Girls 
Rogan & Trigger 
(One to fill) 
Hippodrome (12) 
Maximo 
Frankie Finn 
Sidney Paige Co 
Wa'teside A&B 
F & J Hubert 
Bob Ripa 
W & G Ahearn 
Joe Peanuts 
(5) 
Clem Bellings 
4 Omets 
Milt Douglas Co 
Street Singer 
Jovers 
Donatella Bros 
George Beatty 
Erma Ward Co 
Jefferson 
ist half (12-15) 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
Donia & White 
Wally Sharples Co 
Earl Faber Co 
Street Singer 
Chamberlain & H 
Knight Tr 
2d half (16-18) 
Jerome & Marsh 
Sargent & McGow'n 


Al Trahan 
Jack Randall Co 
AKRON, O. 
Palace 
ist half (12-15) 
Yong Kam Tr 
Roger Williams 
Daphne Pollard 
Lew Pollock 
2a half (16-18) 
DeWolf M & F 
Mae Usher 
Blackstone 
2a half (9-11) 
Naro Lockford Co 
Rose Perfect 
Mel Klee 
Korans 
ALBANY, N. Y, 
Keith's 
1st half (12-15) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Mile 
Rae Samuels 
Morris & Campbell 
2d half (16-18) 
Rubio Sis 
Violet Carlson 
Count Bernivici Co 
2a half (9-11) 
Vernon Rathburn 
Sidney Page Co 
Lita Gray Chaplin 
Michon Bros 
ATLANTA, GA, 
Keith's (12) 
The Duponts 
Morton & Chandler 





Arnaut Bros 
Frank Richardson 
(eo) 

George Tapps 
John Steele 
Harlemania 
Stuart & Lash 
BIRMW’GH’M, ALA. 

Keith’s (12) 
Geo Tapps 
John Steele 
Harlemania 
Stuart & Lash 

(5) 

Lois Torres 
Eddie Miller 
M & A Skelly 
P Rooney & Pat Jr 


BOSTON, MASS. 
Keith’s (12) 

Prosper & Moret 
Gerald Griffin 
Harrison & Elmo 
Dave Apollon 

(5) 
Zelda Bras 
Galla Rini & Sis 
Hal Nieman 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Diamond Boys 
BUFFALO, N. Y¥. 
Hippodrome (12) 
Case Bros & Marie 
Cass Mack & Owen 
Ruby Norton 
Mel Klee 
Harry Kahne 

5 


(5) 
Radio Jacks & Q'n 
Bobby May 
Irene Rich Co 
Harry Rose 
Theodore E & N 
C’D’R RAPIDs, IA. 
Keith's 


Royal Uyenos 
(5) 


Van Celilo & Mary 
Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Charles Ahearn 


DES MOINES, IA. 
Keith's 
ist half (12-15) 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Lander Bros 
Raymond Wiibert 
2d half (16-18) 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Swanee & Daly 
Clyde Cook 
2d half (9-11) 
Edler & Reed Bros 
Victor Oliver 
3 Swifts 
IND’APOLIS, IND. 
Keith's (12) 
Enos Frazere 
McCann Sis 
Howe Leonard & K 
Frances Kennedy 
Sid Marion 
Max Fisher Bd 


(5) 


Harrington 


Sis 
Herman Timberg 
3 Dynamos 
Pablo 

Alphonse Berg Co 
Johnson & Duker 


(5) 
Aussie & Czech 
Flo Lewis 
Eddie Garr 
Gus Edwards’ Rev 
Manuel Macias 
So Harmony 4 
Jackson & Archer 
Eva Olivottt 
OMAHA, NEB, 
Keith's (12) 
Ann Pritchard 
Art Henry 
C & J Preisser 
Tote 


SCH’N’CT’DY, N.Y. 
. Keith’s 
ist half (12-16) 
Bonhatre Tr 
J Pettit & Buddy 
Pillard & Hilliard 
Rosette & Luttman 
2d half (16-18) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Leary & Craven 
Morris & Campbell 
(One to fill) 
2a half (9-11) 
3 Aces 
W & G Ahearn 
Hollyw’d Collegians 
(One to fill) 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Keith’s (12) 
2 Allison Sis 
Dick. Henderson 





ee 
{uv 


Kramer & Boyle 








BOB CARNEY and JEAN 


SOCK SPECIALTY 


Care LEDDY & SMITH 








The Christensens 
Ray Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henrie 
Joe Laurie Jr 
PATERSON, N. Jd. 
Keith’s 
ist half (12-15) 
Rhythm Revels 
Hal Neiman 


Rimacs’ Orch 
(5) 

Wallace Sis 

Bob Nelson 

Owen MceGivney 

Anger & Fair 

‘Afterpiece’ 

SIOUX CITY, IA. 
Keith’s (12) 





T TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 
This Week: 


Mrs. C. B. Maddeck; Mrs. 


Harry A. Romm 





KANS. CITY, MO. 
Keith’s (12) 
The Christensens 
Ray Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henrie 
Joe Laurie Jr 
(5) 

Monroe Bros 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 





ist half (12-15) 


Anatole’s Affairs 








BLACK 


Dir.: Wm. Diamoad, 


Booked Solid for RKO 


STONE 


James Plunkett Office 











Edler & Reed Bros 

Victor Oliver 

3 Swifts 

2d half (16-18) 

Ruiz & Bonita 

Lander Bros 

Raymond Wilbert 

2d half (9-11) 

Mary Palmer 

Marg'rite & Farnell 

Russian Revels 

CHICAGO, ILL. 
Palace (12) 

De Toregoes 

Lubin Lowry & A 

Charles King 

York & King 

June Purians 


Russian Art Circus 
Geraldine & Joe 
Hugh Skelly 
Gus Van 
Puck & White 
CINCINNATI, O. 

Albee (12) 
Liazeed Arabs 
Harry Savoy 
Nayon Pearce & V 
Watson Sis 
James Hall 

(5) 

DeToregoes 
Lubin Lowry & A 
Charles King 
York & King 


L’S ANG’'L’S, eCAL. 
Hillstreet (12) 

Aussie & Czech 

Flo Lewis 

Eddie Garr 

Gus Edwards’ Stars 


Audrey Wyckoff Co 7 : Sil 

May Joyce Joe Besser Co 
Carl Freed Co Gallirini & Sis 
Blackstone Gloom Chasers 


Nell Sis 

Les Ghezzis 
Gloria Foy Co 
Sonny 


Chas Prelle 

Jack White's Rev 
Foley & LaTour 
lewis & Moore 
Rae 
PORTLAND, ORE. 


Lita Wales 

Harry 

(Two to fill) 
5) 


( 
Lido Ladies 
Coscia & 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Gilason 
ROCHEST’R, 


Crystai 3 
Fulton & Parker 





2a half (16-18) 


Perkins 


2d half (9-11) 


Samuels 
Keith's (12) 


Delmar 


Verdl 


N. ¥. 
Keith’s (12) 





Hope Vernon 4 


Meyers Lubow & R 
Swanee & Daly 
Clyde Cook 
SPRINGFIELD, O. 
Keith’s (12) 
Wan Wan San Tr 
Marion Sunshine 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Keith's (11) 
Bernice & Emily 
Fred Sanborne Co 
Lee Morse 
Senator Murphy 
Y’gst’rs of Y'st'rd’y 
(4) 
Yong Kam Tr 
J Mills & Robinson 
Horace Heidt Bd 
ST. PAUL, MINN. 
Kelith’s (12) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
Emil Boreo 
(5) 
Charles Carrer 
Foy Foy & Foy 
Irene Vermillion 
McLallen & Sarah 














(Others to fill) 
(5) 


Don Valerio 
Will Aubrey 
Gracella & Theo 
Seed & Austin 
Geoddie & Geoddie 
White G'tew'd & W 
Light & Stever 
Roy Cummings 
LOUISVILLE, 

Keith’s (12) 
Dorothy Co 
Murray & Allen 
Mills & Robinson 
Seiler & Wills 
Hunter & Percival 
Koran 

(5) 


Enos Frazere 
McCann Sis 

Howe Leonard & K 
Marion Sunshine 
Sid Marion 

Max Fisher Bd 


KY. 





ist half (12-15) 
Larry Rich Co 
2d half (16-18) 





June Purlans 


Bayes & Speck 








wmM. 


IKE ROSE’S MIDGETS 
wise - SOLID FOR RKO 
JAMES PLUNKETT OFFICE 


DIAMOND 








CLEVELAND, O. 
Palace (12) 
Russian Art Circus 
Reynolds & White 

Hugh Skelly 

Gus Van 

Chas Melson 

Radio Show 
(5) 


James Evans Co 
Ashley Paige 
Daphne Pollard 
Lew Pollock Co 
Shaw & Lee 

105th St. (12) 
4 Casting Stars 
Teck Murdock Co 
Puck & White 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 


(5 
Deno & Rochelle 
Ray Huling 
Sunkist E Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 
COLUMBUS, O. 
Keith’s (12) 
Horace Heidt Bd 


(5) 
Liazeed Arabs 
Harry Savoy 
Nayon Pearce & V 
Watson Sis 

DALLAS, TEX. 
Keith’s (12) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Karyl Norman 

Harry Burns Co 

(5) 
Stanley 2 
Eddie White 

toss & Bennett 
Runaway’ 4 
DAVENPORT, IA. 
Keith's 
Ist half (12-15) 
Mary Palmer 
Geraldine & Joe 
Mareg’rite & Farnell 
Russian Revels 


2d half (16-18) 
Edler & Reed Bros 
Victor Oliver 

Swifts 
(One to fill) 

2d half (9-11) 


Downey & Claridge 
Crowell & Allen 
Joe Thomas Saxo 
Pall Mall 
Porcelain Romance 
DAYTON, 0. 
Keith's (12) 
Deno & Rochelle 





Ray Huling 
Sunkist E Nelson 


(Three to fill) 

2d half (9-11) 
Deszo Retter 
Maidie & Ray 
Norman Thomas 5 
MILW’KEE, WIS. 

Keith’s (12) 
Atlas LaMarr & B 
Mae Joyce 
Weaver Bros & E 
Home Folks 


(5) 

Yoki Japs 
Honey Boys 
Scooter Lowry 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Dancers 
MIN’POLIS, MINN. 

Keith’s (12) 
Yoki Japs 
Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcelia’s Dancers 

(5) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
Emil Boreo 
N’SHVILLE, T’NN. 

Keith’s (12) 
ePipifax 
Summers & Hunt 
Colby Murry Rev 
(Two to fill) 

(5) 
Dorothy Co 
Reynolds & White 
Seiler & Wills 
Hunter & Percival 
NEWARK, N. J. 

Keith’s (12) 
Frank & Eugenite 
Ewing Eaton 
Olsen & Johnson 
(Two to fill) 


(3) 
Whiteside A & B 
Nell Keily 
Harry Langdon 
Radio Gi'm Ch's'rs 
Bob Hope & Antics 
N. ORLEANS, LA. 

Keith’s (5) 
Southern Gaieties 
leon Navarra 
Henry Bergman 
Hal Sherman 

(5) 

The Duponts 
Morton & Chandler 
Arnaut Tyros 
Franw Richardson 
OAKLAND, CAL, 

Keith’s (12) 
Swan Luciile & C 





Internationally Advertised 
Attraction 


WATCH THIS SPACE! 


for 


WORLD CRITICISMS 


JERRY 


11th Anniversary 


Direction 
WEBER - SIMON - SAM LYONS 


ano BABY 
HER GRANDS 


— 














Fortunello & Cirill 

Marty May 

A Friediand’s Sh'w 
(5) 


Johnny Pastine Co 
Mae Usher 
Teck Murdock Co 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 
Charles Melson 
4 Casting Stars 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Keith’s 
1st half (12-15) 
Deszo Retter 
Maidie & Ray 
Norman Thomas 6 
2d half (16-18) 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (9-11) 
Larry Rich Co 
S’CR’M’NTO, CAL. 
Plaza (12) 
Lido Ladies 
Cascia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glason 
(5) 
Kluting’s Co 
Forum Boys 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
Keith’s (12) 
Mangean Girls 
Fred Keating 
Adelaide Hall 
Howard Fine & H 


(5) 
Crystal 3 
Fulton & Parker 
Hope Vernon 
Fortunello & Cirill 
Marty May 
A Friendland's Co 
TACOMA, WASH. 

Keith’s (12) 

Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 

6 


Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar Co 
TOLEDO, 0O, 
Rivoli (12) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Gharles Ahearn 

6) 


Atlas LaMarr & B 





Dodge 2 


Weaver Bros & E 








Week of Dec. 5, V 


&DeWITT 


BOOKED SOLID RKO ) 


ANCOUVER, B. C. 











Sammy Cohen 
SALT LAKE, UT. 
Plaza (12) 

Earl Jack & Betty 
Fields & Beli 
Roxy's Gang 
Lewis & Ames 
(5) 


Ann Pritchard 

Art Henry 

Cc & J Preisser 

Toto 

S’N ANT’NIO, T’X. 
Keith's (12) 

Stanley 2 

Eddie White 

Ross & Bennett 

a peentates 


’ 
Southern Galeties 
Leon Navarra 
Henry Bergman 
Hal Sherman 
S’N F’RISCO, CAL. 
Golden Gate (12) 
Kluting’s Co 


Forum Boys 
Dodge 2 
Sammy Cohen 


‘Two to fill) 
(5 


»? 
Swan Lucille & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Herman Timberg 
Dynamos 
Pablo 


Home Folks 
TORONTO, CAN. 
Hippodrome (12) 
Radio Jacks & Q’n 
Bobby May 

Irene Rich Co 
Harry Rose 
Theodore E & N 


(5) 
4 Sullys 
Grace Doro 
Wm Edmunds Co 
Wally Vernon 
Harry Carroll's Co 
TROY, N. Y. 
Keith's 
ist half (12-15) 
3 Aces 
Leary & Craven 
Hollyw’d Collegians 
2d half (16-18) 
Bonhatire Tr 
Jack Petit & B'ddy 
Pillard & Hilliard 
Rosette & I.uttman 
2d half (9-11) 
Daro Costa Rey 
Neil Sis 
Prosper & Maret 
Johnny Perkins 
VANCOUV'R,. RB. C., 
Keith's (12) 
Robinson & DeWitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 
(ft 





Alphonse Berk Co 





Lassiter Bros 


Jonnson & Duker 


5) 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 








Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (4) 
‘High Hat Rev’ 
Trixie Friganza 
Charlotte Ayres Co 
Kearnes Sis 
Don Howard 
Chester Hale Co 
‘Possessed’ 
Paramount (4) 
‘Say It with Songs’ 
Bing Crosby 
Jans & Whalen 
Pierce & Harris 
Candreva Bros 
Harru Losee 
Gould Ens 
Rexy (4) 
‘Rhapsody in Color’ 
On Wah Tr 
Henri Therrian 
Patricla Bowman 
4 Wileys 
Don Pedro Co 
Revve Reyes 
Medina 
Marie MacQuarrie 
Betty Froos 
‘Cuban Love Song’ 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Loop-End (5) 
Dale & Meyers 
Dexter 
La Fayette & La V 
Joe De Lier 
Dora Early 
McGrath Deeds & T 
Freda & Palace 
Franklin Tr 
Oriental (11) 
Ted Lewis Orch 
‘Blonde Crazy’ 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Buffalo (4) 
4 Marx Bros 
‘His Woman’ 
Hippodrome (4) 
Irene Rich 
Harry Rose 
Bobby May 
Theodore EK & N 
Radio Jacks & Q’n 


‘Sidewalks of N Y’ 


CLEVELAND, 0O. 
State (4) 
‘Great Guns’ 
Maureen Rio 
4 Monitors 
Navy Steppers 
McKinney's Co 
‘Flying High’ 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Fisher (4) 
Bob Nolan 
‘Blonde Crazy’ 
Fox (4) 
‘Modern Minstrels’ 
Tyler Mason 
Bruce Jordan 
3 Page Boys 
Harry Von Fessen 
Mark Nelson 
Esther Campbell 
Sunkist Ens 
‘Surrender’ 
Michigan (4) 
Brooke Johns 
Raymond Baird 
Little Johnny 
Art Frank 
‘Private Lives’ 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fay’s (4) 
Miriam Hoffman 
Lovejoy Dancers 
Abbot Robey Co 
Chase Latour Co 
Sid Lewis 
Peggy Calvert 
Burt & Lehman 
Selma Bratz 
Grand (4) 
Dave Apollon 
‘Unholy Garden’ 
PROVID'’NCE, R. I. 
Fay’s (4) 
Sylvia & Clemence 
Andrini Bros 
Nancy Kelly 
4 Doughboys 
5 Arleys 
Renoss, Bekft & R 





‘Surrender’ 





HARRY 


SAVOY 


“FUN FIEND” 


Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 











Loew | 





NEW YORK CITY 

Boulevard 
ist haif (12-15) 
Jos Blank Co 
Bob La Salle Co 
V Bacon Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (16-18) 
F Melino Co 
Sylvia & Clem’s Co 
(Three to fill) 

Orpheum 
ist half (12-16) 
Dixon & Pal 
Worthy & Th’'pson 
Vox & Walters 
Bob Murphy Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (16-18) 
6 American Belf'ds 
2 Rascals 
Block & Sully 
Dance Aristocrats 
(One to fill) 

Paradise (12) 
C Ayers & Rene 
Kearns Sis 
Don Howard 
(One ta fill) 

State (12) 
Bert Frohman 
Clifford & Marion 
Stearns & Dean 
Ben Omar 
(Three to fill) 
BROOKLYN, N. Y¥. 

Bay Ridge 
ist half (12-15) 





Block & Sully 
Dance Aristocrats 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (16-18) 
Ed O'Rourke Co 
Frank Conville 
Carrying On 
(Two to fill) 
Valencia (12) 
Cab Calloway Bd 
Alma Smith 
Roy Atkins 
Little Bits 
ASTORIA, L. I. 
Triboro 
ist half (12-15) 
B’s Sepia Neph 
Frank Conville 
Carrying On 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (16-18) 
Vox & Walters 
Earl La Vere Co 
O’Connor Fam 
(Two to fill) 
BALTIMORE, MD. 
Century (12) 
Ross & Edwards 
Rodion Dancers 
Sanam! & Miche 


3 Kitaros 

Earle Sande 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Orpheum (12) 


Cadet Saxotette 
Davey & Rosemary 
Manny King Co 
Fields-Smith & F's 





_ JACK SIDNEY — 











Milo 
Stepping-High G'ls 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (16-18) 
F Lightner Co 
B Jane Cooper Co 
(Two to fill) 
46th St. 
ist half (12-15) 
Lang & Lawley 
Williams & D'laney 
Sylvia & C’mens Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (16-18) 
Jos Blank Co 
Welch & Hills 
V Bacon Co 
(Two to fill) 
Gates Ave. 
1st half (12-15) 
Earle La Vere Co 
Gordon-Reed & K’'g 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (16-18) 
Electric Shocks 
Whitey Robers 
Kings & Queens R, 
(Two to fill) 
* Metropolitan (12) 
Kitchen Pirates 
Vanderbilt Boys 
Lewis & Moore Co 
Jay C Flippen 
Bingham & O'nCo 
Pitkin 
Ist half (12-15) 
Electric Shocks 
Whitey Roberts 





Dave Jones Co 
CLEVELAND, 0. 
State (12) 

Hal Yates 

Larry Adler 

3 Rio Bros 

Maddox & Mack 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 
Ohio (12) 

Ben Davis Gang 

JERSEY CY., NJ. 
Loew's (12) 

Conrad Nagel 

Joan Marsh 

Billy House 

3 Jacks 

Lea Penman 

Terry Green 

Thomas Coppe 

MONTREAL, CAN. 
Loew’s (12) 

Ted & Teddy 

Gale & Carson Co 

Galenos 

Bob Albright Co 

Roye & Maye Rev 

NEWARK, N. J. 
State (12) 

WOR Radio Rev 

ROCHESTER, N.Y. 
Loew's (12) 

Milton Berle 

Maureen Rio 

4 Monitors 

SYRACUSE, N. YW. 
State (12) 

Paul Keast 

Stetson 





Kramer & Royle 
Rimacs’ Orch 
WINNIPEG, CAN. 
Capitol (12) 
Chas Carrer 
Foy Foy & Foy 
Irene Vermillion 
Jack McLallen 
5) 
3 Lordens 
Anita Case 
Brems F & M Bros 
Ledova 
YONKERS, N, Y. 
Keith’s 
ist half (12-15) 
Renoff & Renova 
Neil Sis 
Paxton 
Johnny Perkins 
Jim the Bear 
2d half (16-18) 
Lomas Tr 
Vera Cole 








WOR Minstrels 
Bobby Barry Co 
Rhythm Revels 

2d half (9-11) 
Hap Hazzard 
F & J Hubert 
Hilda Glyder 
Sully & Thomas 
Pickard’s Co 
YOL NGSTOWN, 0O. 

Keith’s 

Ist half (12-15) 
DeWolf M & F 
Mae Usher 
Blackstone 

2d half (16-18) 
Yong Kam Tr 
Roger Williams 
Daphne Pollard 
Lew Pollock Co 

2d half (9-11) 
Case Bros & Marie 
B& J Brown 
LBomby & Gang 
Cass Mack & Owen 


Anita Avila 
Mills-Kirk & M'tin 
6 Colored Men 
WASRH’GTON, D. C. 
Loew's (12) 
Nicola 
YONKERS, N. Y. 
lst half (12-15) 
Wilton Sis. 


Welch & Hills 
Kings & Queens Fy 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (16-18) 
Dixon & Pal 

Bob La Salle Co 
Roy & Romero Rey 
(Two to fill) 





Fanchon 





& Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Audubon (11) 
‘Sketches’ I 
Allan & Canfield 
Franklyn D’Amore 
Limberlegs Edw’'ds 
Duke Art 
Mildred Perlee 
Frank Hopkinson 
Sunkist Ens 
ATLANTA, GA, 
Fox (11) 
‘Five Races’ I 
Frank Jenks 
Barr & Davis 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Adams Sis 
Kanazawa Japs 
Chief Clearsky 
BRIDGEPORT, CT. 
Fox Poli (11) 
‘Vacation Days’ I 
Zelda Santley 





HARTFORD, ¢ 
Capitol (i) 
‘Dream House’ [| 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Masters & Gauthier 
Peg Leg Bates 
Louise Glenn 
Sunkist Ens 
WLLYWo'D, CAL, 
Pantages (9) 
‘Carmenesque’ [ 
O’Gorman Bros 
Rose Valyda 
Ray Sax 
3 Matadors 
3 Madrinas 
Sunkist Ens 
IND’APOLIS, IND, 
Indiana (11) 
Duke Ellington Co 
JERSEY CY., NJ, 
Stanley (11) 
‘Tomorrow's Stars’ 











JACK POWELL’S 


Offering 
Speaks All Languages 
In Other Words 


“HE’S GOT RHYTHM” 


Still 
Care LEDDY & SMITH 











3 Jacks & A Queen 
Wilmot & Peters 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Kathleen Kay 
Sunkist Ens 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Fox (11) 
‘Three Big Fig's’ I 
5 Jansleys 
Haline Francis 
Harold Stanton 
Lou Barrison 
Muriel Gardner 
Sunkist Ens 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Metropolitan (11) 
‘Hot Java' I 
Jim McDonald 
Armanda Chirot 
Noree-3 Samuels Br 
Vincent Yerro 
Sunkist Ens 
BUFFALO, WN. Y. 
Buffalo (11) 
‘All at Sea’ I 
Ben Bard 
Lester & Garson 
June Worth 
Gregory & Raymon 
Matt Brooks 
Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Chicago (11) 
‘Montmartre’ I 
Joe Jackson 
Delores, D’s & 
Don Jullan & 


By 
M’rie 





Bernie & Walker 
M Miles-W Allen 
Zelma-Fern Dale 
Buddy & Gretel 
Chiyo Kadomatsu 
Helen Ireland 
Dorothy Welch 
Theal Nelson 
Rudy Kaye 
L/S ANG’'L’'S, CAI, 
Loew's State (9) 
‘Air Travel’ I 
H & F Usher 
Tex Morrissey 
Phyllis Du Barry 
Sunkist Ens 
MILWAUK’E, WIS, 
Wisconsin (11) 
‘Co-Eds’ I 
Griffith & Weston 
Robbins Trio 
Jack Frost 
Hubert Dyer Co 
Busse & Case 
Accordion 6 
MIN’POLIS, MINN, 
Minnesota (11) 
‘Parasols’ I 
Sheldon & Sherry 
Capt Willie Mauss 
Mignone 
Anthony 
Ray Angwin 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW HAVEN, CT. 
Paramount (11) 
‘Circus Days’ I 





inimitable art of the 


CHRISTENSEN BROS. 
iimitable act vate. Ballet pace City, Me, 


beautiful and 








Dave Robel 

James DeLuca 

B’cher deValery G's 
Paradise (11) 

‘Greetings’ I 

Del Chain 

JI & H Griffith 

Murry & Moss 

Buster & Brown 

Dorothy Thieme 

Collenette Ballet 
Tivoli (11) 

‘Nursery Rhymes’ I 

Tom Patricola 

Lucille Sis 

Schichtl’'s W'd'tes 

Novelty Clinton 

Barbarina & Pal 

Sunkist Ens 
Uptown (11) 

‘La Plaza’ I 

Les Gellis 

Brancel & Pals 

Chiquita 

Skeeter & Ray 

Nelly Fernandez 

Lucinda &‘ Ricardo 

Eduardo Delgado 

Agustin Palafox 

Estelita 

Spanish Ens 

BILLINGS, MONT. 

Fox (10) 

‘Tin Types’ I 

Bob Hall 

Presslar & Kiaiss 

Aaron Sis 





Bee Starr 

Lil St Leon Co 

Hooper & Gatchett 

Nelson’s Elephants’ 

Sayton & Partner 

N. ORLEANS, LA 

State (11) 

‘Limehouse Ni'ts* 

Wing Wah Tr 

Armando & Lita 

Warren & Inman 

Don Carroll 

Sunkist Ens 
OAKLAND, CAL 
Oakland (10) 

‘Manhattan’ I 

Jack Sidney 

Swor & Goode 

Bruno Weise 3 

Jack Lester 

Lucille 

Sunkist Ens 

PORTLAND, ORE 
Paramount (10) 

‘Slavique’ I 

Sam Hearn 

7 Arconis : 

Brock & Thompss 

Patsy Marr 

Laurel & Ted 

La Vonne Sweet 

6 Adagio 3 

S’N F’RISCO, CAT. 

Fox (9) 

‘Midnight’ I 

Lynn Cowan 

Arthur Petley Co 








—= 





Ziace Clone, 


TOILETRIES 





Are Available at VANITEE MAKE-UP 
SHOP. 160 West 46th St.. New York 
Try My Eye Shadow (all shades), $.75 








Oscar Taylor 
Marie Remington 
Harry Moore 
Sunkist Ens 


BUTTE, MONT. 


» Fox 
ist half (10-15) 
‘Stage Door’ I 
Bob Hall 
Webster & Marino 
Constance Kvans 
Harney & Connors 
Vina Zollie 
Sunkist Ens 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Fox (11) 
‘Cozy Corner’ I 
Ruth Roland 
Alice & S LaMonte 
Rector & Doreen 
3 Jays 
Frank Rogers 


FRESNO, CAL. 
Wilson 

Ist half (12-15) 
‘Swiss Movements’! 
Am’'s Lucky Boys 
Bill Dooley 
Frances Lee 
Bert Prival 
Arthur Turelly 
Sunkist Ens 





(Continued 





Nash & Fately 
Libonati ‘. r 
Gautier’s Dog 
SAN JOSE, CAT. 
California 
ist half (3-8) 
‘Midnight’ I 
Lynn Cowan 
Arthur Petley Ce 
Nash & Fately 


TaAbonati 3 
Gautier’s Hot Dogs 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Sth Ave. (10) 
‘Carnival’ I 
Raynor Lelir Co 
The Andressens | 
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Erlanger s Income 


Tax Reports 


— + 


‘GORE WORK IN 


Expected Big Punch for Defense HOLLYWOND MORS 


Testimony on behalf of the de- 
fense has begun before 
O’Brien in New York in the 
brought by Charlotte 
wherein she attempts to prove 


Surrogate 
suit 
Fixel 
her- 


Leslay 


self the widow by common law of 
the late A. L. Erlanger, theatre 
manager. Already the defense has 


introduced records from the N. Y. 


Board of Elections presumably in- 
dicating the late theatre magnate 
was a bachelor those years that 
Miss Fixel claimed to live with 
him as his wife. Miss Fixel’s mar- 
riage claim is from Jan. 5, 1920. 
The big punch is expected to 
come when the defense counsel 


records 
further 
did not 
taken fora 


the income tax 
of the late theatre man to 
substantiate that Erlanger 
admit nor intend to be 
married man. 

That phase of the question looks 
to be the all-important angle of the 
trial and on which Miss Fixel’s 
claims hinge. As expounded by law- 
yers for both sides the intent and 
mutual understanding of both 
parties to the claimed marriage 
condition must coincide. 

Presenting the defense side is ex- 
pected to take at least two weeks. 
So far only one witness been 
called by the estate. He is Dep. 
Clerk Conklin of the Elections 
Board, whose testimony as to what 
the Elections Board records show 
was conceded by counsel for Miss 
Fixel without argument. 

Conklin’s testimony was taken to 
prove that from the years 1919 and 
including up to 1930 only the name 
of Abraham L. Erlanger was regis- 
tered from the latter’s address, 
either at 232 West End avenue or 
175 Riverside drive. Neither the 
names of Charlotte Erlanger, 
Charlotte Leslay nor Charlotte 
Fixel was registered. 

96 Witnesses 

The plaintiff in closing her side, 
prior to arguing a motion to dis- 
miss by the estate’s counselors and 
which was denied by Judge O’Brien, 
had presented something like 96 
witnesses, which might be only 94 
if the names of Saul Baron and an- 
other, Lipper, lawyers for the Er- 
langer’ interests, were omitted. 
Baron will also be a witness for 
the estate. 

The motion to dismiss and which 
was denied Friday (4) was as ex- 
pected. It is known to have been 
made against the advice of Samuel 
Untermyer, consultant counsel as- 
sociated with the defense lawyers 
who are headed by Isidore Kresel. 

Last week’s hearing was marked 
by continuous although not particu- 
Jarly serious clashes of counsel for 
both sides. In the main Max Steuer 
and Untermyer exchanged astute 
and complimentary salutes to each 
other. Untermyer referred to 
Steuer as ‘distinguished’ and ‘bril- 
liant,’ and Steuer citing Untermyer 
as one of unmatched ability and 
‘unexcelled astuteness.” When the 
slaps arrive they are usually be- 
tween Steuer and Kresel, long ad- 
versaries, and now more so with 
Steuer recently as special prosecu- 
tor appointed for the purpose of 
having had Kresel indicted in con- 


brings in 


has 


nection with the failure of the Bank 
Of ti. 

At no time during the trial were 
the heat and disdain with which 


the opponents to this trial so openly 
indicated as last week. Steuer in 
his argument hinted at documen- 
tary forgery, besides berating the 
relatives of the dead Erlanger for 
their present action. 

There was an unforgettabie 
ment from the spectator 
when Steuer berated the 
man’s relatives for alleged ad 


mo- 
angle 
deceased 
efama- 


tion of the late Erlanger’s name. 
lie stated no man with an ounce 
of manhood in him would charge 
his brother, as was done by the 
estate of the late A. L. Erlanger, 
With the crime of rape. 
Phoney Smile 
He was stating this and lueking 
down on former Supreme Court 
Justice Mitchell Erlanger, adminis 





Snoring Interferes 


Some of the 


flops have 


recent Broadway 
been pretty bad. One 
which ran a week put its audi- 
ences to sleep, 

A girl who saw the show 
several days after the opening 
said there was so much snoring 
among the men out front she 
couldn't hear the actors. 


Jack Curley Puils Big 
To Friars on Sat. Nite; 
Laugh Affair for Him 


Saturday Nite 
action at the 
and entertain 











Boys 
Friars to do 


swung into 
honor 





;duced as 


Jack Curley, intro- 
of the most regular 
realm of professional 
big hearted and loved by as- 
and the athletes under his 
management. Curley was toasted 
plenty and roasted comparatively 
little. Nearly everything went for 
a laugh and there were hundreds. 

New faces and fresh wits flanked 
Curley on the dais. Wrestlers were 
sprinkled amid the surprisingly large 
gathering but they did not get into 
anybody's hair. Jim Londos, the 
world’s champ, sat on the raised 
platform and spoke breifly in his 
refined Greek accent. 

George Jessel started as m. c. but 
withdrew because of a cold. Julius 
Tannen, who came to enjoy himself, 
took over the gavel. Tannen did a 
brilliant job, starting out by saying 
that if he talked more than a minute 
and a half Jessel would die of lock- 


one 
fellows in the 
sports, 
sociates 


jaw. He figured the season so tough 
he had to take care of his street 


clothes, a gag he figured Jessel would 
use at the next dinner. Jessel be- 
fore saying nice things about Curley 
remarked: ‘I don't want to intimate 
there is something screwy about 
wrestling.’ 

D. Morris Jones pulled one of the 
surprise laugh speeches. He al- 
luded to the honor guest by similar 
names but never the correct mon- 
icker. Jones’ kidding started by 
saying he had overheard three stars 
exchanging jokes, whereupon Tan- 
nen interrupted to explain they had 
merely been returning gags to each 
other. 

Hershfield’s Recollections 

Spell - my - name - right Harry 
Hershfield batted in splendid form. 
The cartoonist said he knew wrest- 
ling impressario when there were 
14 saloons in Chicago under Curley’s 
name but he didn't own any of them. 
Hershfield also said Curley once had 
a fighter but had to let the pug go 
because no matter where he was 
hit, he claimed foul. Commenting on 
Tannen’s presence he cracked that 
it looked like the Friars and Lambs 
were merging for the failure. Turn- 
ing to Curley he concluded: ‘Strong 
men rule the world but big hearts 
and damned fools make it liveable.’ 

Harry Green joined the Friars 
funmakers and made good. Vincent 


Richards, pro tennis. star, Was 
among those on the dais and high- 


ly lauded Curley. 





the estate and brother of 


the late theatre man. 

‘Rape, rape, rape,’ shouted Steuer. 
Judge Erlanger looked up grinning. 
| Whereupon Steuer remarked, ‘And 
| your smile isn’t on the level.’ This 
lalso to Mitchell Erlanger. 

Through the entire trial the law- 
yer play is witnessed by sallies es- 
pecially made for the press, which 
than well represented at 

with the jury box not 


trator of 





is more 
the trial, 





! * 
jes Sailor Vincent, 


large enough to hold them all at 
each session. 

No one authoritatively states the 
value of the estate may be worth. 
It is variously estimated at from 
116.600.0060 to $75.000,000. Miss 
i Fixel’s claim, if successful, is to | 
lone-third or a widow's dower rights 
nm eomnion law. 


| Kennedy, 


| With Ring Days Over, Pugs | 


Gravitate to Coast for Pic- 
tures—Only Outstanding 
Success Is Victor McLag- 
len—Most Living on $7.50 
Checks as Extras 


WHO AND WHAT 


By George McCall 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 

The manly art of beezer-bashing 
and cauliflower ear planting has 
contributed a number of worthies to 
pictures. A few have managed to 
get their names on title cards but 
the most belong to that large list 
of nonenities, the extras. 

Pictures have always been at- 
tractive to prizefighters. Practical 
ly every battler of note has been 
a guest of Hollywood at some time 
or other. Whenever a name fighter 
is on the coast his training is usual- 
ly disrupted by Hollywood. 

About the only fighter who ever 
came to this town and kept to him- 
self was Gene Tunney. That was in 
1926 before he was the big man, but 
he felt it coming and hung around 
the Hollywood Athletic Club and 
got himself an education. 


Dempsey No Go 


Ad Wolgast, one of the ring’s 
in pictures and finished out of the 
money. Benny Leonard also tried 
acting for a while but it was too 
tough on the audiences. 

Jim Jeffries has been in and out 
of pictures for years, but never did 
more than a bit. George Godfrey 
one time Black Nemesis, made one 
picture. Tommy Ryan, another 
former champ, did some picture 
work but ended up operating a cafe 
in Culver City. 

Wolgast Put Away 
Wolgast, one of the rings’ 
greatest battlers, also did some 
screen work, but took too much in 
the ring and finally was committed 
to a state institution. Befriended 
by Jack Doyle, L. A. sportsman, 
Wolgast lived at Doyle’s Vernon 
fight club for a number of years. 
Until he was committed three years 
ago he was in training daily for his 
next fight. 

Frank Hagney, Australian heavy 
champ who fought a draw with Jack 
Johnson shortly before Johnson was 
defeated by Willard, has been in 
pictures for some years, as has Tom 
onetime amateur heavy- 
weight champ. 

Tearle’s Flier 

Conway Tearle was ambitious for 
ring honors before he took up the 
stage and was a promising light- 
weight in England. 

Phil Salvadore, another good 
lightweight, tried pictures but is 
now a fireman in Venice. Nate 
Slot, former featherweight, is now 
Ben Lyon’s trainer, after having 
tried pictures. Charlie Sullivan, 
hard-going welter, has been in pic- 
tures for some time. Recently he 
played a pansy in a picture for 
Radio. 

Larry McGrath, another oldtime 
lightweight, is a regular in pictures 
and referees fights on the side. 
Abdul, the Turk, heavy, does pic- 
ture work now and then, but spends 
most of his time keeping Jack War- 
ner in condition. Bob Roper and 
Gunboat Smith, a pair of heavies, 
fought each other 100 times, 
shown their classic profiles on 
Roper’s brother, Jack— 
also a fighter—-tried pictures, but 
is now being knocked silly by Jack 
Dempsey on the latter’s build-up 


Ad 


who 
have 
the screen. 


tour. 
Extras 

Phil Bloom, Jack Silver, Leo 
Houck, Dynamite Kid George, Joe 
Benjamin, lightweights; Jack Her- 
rick, Eddie Kelly, Frankie Gran- 
detta, Frankie Dolan, feathers; 
Tony Stabenau, Jimmy Dime, heav- | 


welter, 


nimble of other 





and a} 
oldtimers are all! 


Sa 





‘An Evening with Billie Burke on 
The Read—Acting in the Sticks? 





‘So I Ups,’ Down 


Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 

Being fairly well established 
as a pitcher name, Schnozzle 
(Reservoir Beak) Durante can 
now afford to laugh at things 
like these: 

Semi-annual royalties on his 
‘So I Ups to Him; Columbia 
phonograph record, were $3.50. 

On his ‘Night Club’ 
co-authored by Jack 
$15.20. 


book, 


Kolfoed, 











Eddie Foy, Jr., Collapses 
On Globe’s Stage Sunday; 
Having Trouble at Home 





Eddie Foy, Jr., collapsed on the 
stage of the Globe, New York, Sun- 
day evening (6) while taking his 
usual role in the benefit perfor- 
mance given by ‘The Cat and the 
Fiddle.’ Dr. J. W. Amey was called 
in and ordered the comedian take a 


rest. He is now at the home of 
Max Hart in the Wyoming apart- 
ments. 


Unexpected domestic trouble is 


believed to have brought about 
Foy’s breakdown. He worried 
greatly after reading a report his 


wife, Barbara Newberry, had entered 
a divorce suit against him in Chi- 
cago. Mrs. Foy ostensibly left New 
York last week to visit her folks in 
Michigan. She stopped off in Chi- 
cago, filing the suit which came as 
a total surprise to Foy, he said. 


None of Miss Newberry’s close 
friends knew of her intentions. She 


her husband 
departure, 


had been living with 
up to the time of her 


Foy contradicts all his wife's 
charges contained in the divorce 
complaint. 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 

Marital ship of Eddie Foy, Jr., and 
Barbara Newberry is on the rocks. 
The musical comedy girl filed her 
bill of divorce in Superior Court 
here, charging everything from 
mental cruelty to embarrassment. 

They were married in May, 1930, 
after appearing together in Zieg- 
feld’s ‘Show Girl.’ In her complaint 
Mrs. Foy recites her husband beat 
her up ‘ast Nov. 15 while they were 
in New York. 


MRS. LAMBERT’S DECREE 


Charged Desertion and Awarded $60 
Alimony in Reno 

Edna Johnson Lambert, wife of 
Scrappy Lambert, radio entertainer, 
received a final divorce decree Nov. 
30 in Reno. She charged desertion. 

Lambert was ordered to pay $60 
a week climony until she remarries. 
Couple were married four years ago. 
Julius Kendler represented Mrs 
Lambert. 











picking up day checks for picture 
work. 

Victor MeLaglen was at one time 
a heavyweight in England, as was 
Frank Goddard, who has a one- 
round. knockout decision over Mc- 
Laglen 

Kid Broad (not the original, but 
a tough oldtimer) lightweight, has 
been eating off pictures and sym- 
pathetie directors for years. 

About the only fighter in Holly- 
wood who has never appeared in 
pictures and who can’t be induced 
to be photographed, is Jess Wil- 
lard. He operates one of those 
open air markets and has cleaned 
up a fortune in real estate. 

Recently Jack Johnson came to 
town and opened a night club. Wil- 
lard was interviewed by the sports 
writers and was photographed with 


Johnson. Papers tried to get Jef- 
fries to pose for a picture with 
Johnson but it was no go jeffries 


is still sore at him 


+ 








| lege students perched amongst 
| spiders 





Waco, Tex., Dec. 2. 
A damp and chilly nerth wind 
whistled through the countless 


broken windows of the barn-like 


Cotton Palace Coliseum here, dis- 


turbing the cob-webs high up among 


the sagging rafters, while Billie 
gurke, William Morris and Com- 
pany on the stage were trying to 


answer the tiresome 


‘What is 


question, 


wrong with the road?’ in 


their performance of ‘The Vinegar 
Tree,’ 

It was this cultural center's first 
play of the season. Some 700 cash 


auditorium 
in about 1890, to 
There 
customer, most of 


payers on hand, in an 
designed, 


000, 


seat 5,- 


was an usher for each 


whom were col- 

the 
Miss 
reach 
Highbrows in the boxes were 
from the 
(first eight 
left center) 


company’s manager 


in the roost. Even 


Burke's failed to 


them. 


screeching 
no less than 175 
The $3 
and 
the 


yards 
stage. seats 


rows, right were 


so empty 


brought the college boys and girls,/ 


from under the 
eaves and scattered them among the 
uncomfortable stiff shirts of the cot- 
ton buyers and their heaving wives. 
They had come through the gumbo 
mud to absorb an evening of 
Broadway in Central Texas. 
Pittsburgh Atmosphere 


It was a dreary occasion. The 
louder and faster Miss Burke talked, 
the colder the feet of the audience 
became, despite the efforts of a doz- 
en or so roaring gas stoves which 
were able only to emit clouds of 
stiflling fumes, 

‘Ha, Pittsburgh!’ a minor member 
of the cast remarked as he walked 
in, sniffing the monoxide-laden, sul- 
phuric air. It was as cold as the 
Alleghenies, too, and that may have 
had something to do with Miss 


and the ushers 


Burke's performance, which left 
most of the audience in the same 
state as the curtain dropped. The 
cast earned two curtain calls, 
stealing two more as the gun 
sounded. 

Audience took to the mild dirt 
gleefully. One plastered theatre 


party (mixed male and female) en- 
joyed itself hugely, sneaking out 
frequently for more white mule. 
Concessionnaires sold much 5c pop- 
corn, crunches not helping cast get 
its lines to the far-aways of the $2 
pews. 

One bright spot was aforemen- 
tioned Morris as the gruff papa. 
Others in cast, Julie Dillon, James 
Elison, Kenneth Thompson, and 
Frances Woodbury. 

Waco’s one adequate auditorium, 
Waco Hall «Baptist co-educational 
university chapel) unavailable for 
legit. 


BELLE MAY NOT KNOW 
HOW TOUGH DALLAS IS 


Dallas, Dec. 7. 
jelle Livingston here to reopen 
Bagdad, town’s lone night club relie. 
Joint, located midway between Dal- 
las and Ft. Worth, has the highest 
batting average as a lemon in this 
section. 

Belle blew in from Reno, where 
she claims the cops and politics be- 
gan to get too big a cut on the 
gambling and liquor gravy. Says 
she'll make a regular joint out of 
3agdad, with chorus ‘n everything, 
and plenty ‘class. Whatever that 
means, 

Just how far Belle ’ll get, depends. 
Putting over any kind of night joint 
in this pious burg is plenty tough, 
as records of previous attempts in- 
dicate, and as far as the Reno 
stuff—that’s suicide. It’s not the 
biz: that’s here, but so are about 60 





jf hurches, 


9 wuecien 
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Coast Pros Turn to Varied Fields: 
Chorus Boy Doing All Right as Boxer 








San Francisco, Dec. 7. 
In the new fields entered by for- 


formance. They will be sentenced|/ — | Lith the musical theme 
, 2 1 here under , . ’ 

— ~_ peop Ph sou prod nae Lionel Kaye, vaudeville sin- Dec. 21. The other three eros eat ‘Happy Mays Are Here Again.’ Fe 
ee ee % i gle, recently divorced from annts failed to appear and forfeite Name Chevrolet doesn’t ap- Agua Caliente, Dec. 7, 
at ee eee a posse Betty Wheeler after a brief bail of $500 each. aearesve have pear anywhere in print, visible With opening of the winter race 
he wanderings ar any} . issue pir rest. . : . , 

ot a . . period of matrimony, played been issued for their stands i as ery tipoff being the Detroit post- ing season on Thanksgiving day 
— > .s tl Embassy, Altoona, Pa Those convicted were: as mark and a picture of the car. _ 

bur instance, a former orchestra ~ - — He Fete. Larking, performer, of 109 West D this resort has seen the worst busi. a 

si » weeks ago j at 5 e , 

leader hah gute coffee salesman, and oe pyrene hy the news- 49th street; Terry Perkins, per- ness since its inception. Attendance 
a leading man of five years ago is jj billed as follows in former, 252 West 93rd street; Helen 


selling memberships in a suit press- 
ing club. A chorus boy has entered 





Use of a Name 





papers and house advertising: 
‘Former husband of Betty 


























6 GUILTY OVER STAG 


Performances on Boat in North 
River—3 Forfeited Bail 








Six of nine persons arrested Oct. 
18 following a raid on the ‘Pough- 
keepsie,’ anchored at 79th street and 
the North River, during a stag 
party, were found guilty in Special 
Sessions of giving an indecent per- 


La Marr, 31, dancer, 257 West 22nd 
street; Jean Gill, 19, performer, 252 





























Sales Disk 


Chevrolet is using a four- 
inch teaser disk, sent through 
the mails without wrapping, to 
announce its 1932 model. Disk 
runs a minute and half, time 
enough for a sales talk urging 
present Chevrolet owners to 
start figuring on the new mod- 














German with $650, Says 








Season's Busto_ 
Start; $2 Wiseys 





is about 50% under that of last 


year and those who are visitin 














Caliente Track 


eh. int on Ch Be Gt oon* ot. 


252 a & are 
the lightweight pug ranks here and Wheeler, ex-wife of Bert West 93rd street: Folly Smith, 22, He Was Robbed in Nite not shelling out money. That goes 
- — wens n ia a a performer, 246 West 47th street, — for both gambling and booze. 
ee Ae ee oe ee, -egey Young, 27, model, living a Club: F UJ d Arr . “Is 
chocolate malts are the concoction ; ° eg Bo aiert, University place. ‘ our Under est - re oa ee tae 
ee Loft S Bookkeeper Given The three who failed to appear been giving a little better odds iin . 
A New York cafe singer es : in court were: Joseph Schwartz, iestitvider Chek ta bad heck atven |tebt your, Gus te eller — ; 
Bort any. = dows cometian te] 1 Day for Stew Stuff rns. wne. managed ue jute: | arin that itt him uneonacnas|preain the shor erent 
knocking ’em dead with his own aa 559 West 149th street, and Betty ag gy oo ae BR, — z pe ) 1@ sea- 
cafe, and ret legit juves are now ‘What will my friend, George W.} Brady, 27, dancer, Hotel America. pn Edward Wellmer, 40, of 336 Casino Off ’ 
y enema ne te ead prada Loft, say when he learns that I hee ae ck East 96th street, narrated in detail} Gambling at the casino is taking 
can ecsenieaee aati yen too te igh ae tag et M’NULTY DESPITE PLEA on the witness gear - Pty nares saa Bie a attend ‘Se . 
ar a coe keeper employed bY the candy orm ’ 4 ns tered snare potest ‘gad then Day and not that aumber in asda } 
GLA Gets cnkaoieams sine. at its Long Island City plant pip JAILED FOR 30 DAYS drank a portion of the drink that neem ng ote ore spetel te ais 
Even aviation has claimed a few. arraigned in West Side Court for made him senseless. ay 20u Fong gin Peng , 
What was once a w. k. sister team | disorderly conduct. ms f tl When he came to he found nin T at greed : Be: phe st : lick. 
has changed to behind-the-counter rg ange bce teal! Although when arrested two _ boheme porto neh ag Agee hare red she - ag then: a seals ttne one 1 
uo in a five-and-dime emporium. | ®our 7: ‘ing a | Weeks ago for breaking a store win-| by sev attaches. » , oe Gaae | 
a ni who have deserted the|torted the erage av 2 oan hee asked the police to send | for his money but was a ar vag Teese sedthere tak a 
profession are as numerous as re- | One-day sentence oe Peg was |him to jail for the winter as he was | With arrest by a oteunt, = weet pein res yor wing ns mi —— 
ek meee t satin aan ieae Manet. when he heard the court’s EO. SF Sn 1 Seen: «oe fia Sal tan "charw tb Dakeciivas He vy both working to a lot less 
are a flock of milliners and models. - _ gagement, John McNulty, 33, no ] ) b he es re cto 
et aes ae soalk ata tating pe 47th street station. He had been arennwey we peop Mie needle just west of 8th avenue, and found | from San Diego. SFain service trem 
: biz takes to the liquor racket. imbibing freely. In a frock coat, | years, pleade n Specia ee” | it closed. It was then 6 A. M. That] Los Angeles is not paying any div- 
: ; striped trousers and spats, he en-|to release him when up for sen- night they arrested Jack Levy, 35, | idends, and that’s how most of the 
} tered the station and annoyed |tence, Court gave him 30 days in| 111+ owner, who stated he was a| mob travel. They can’t be picked 
' i Da Gi Lieut. Charley Beach, who was busy |the Workhouse. . newspaperman, of 115 West 86th|up on a driving intox charge in a 1 
: Fla. Racing tes Ive entering a crap game raid. McNulty was arrested, Nov. 19, street; Fay Valdez, 22, 370 West | Pullman. ; 
e ‘But I must receive some atten- | after he had heaved a brick through | 54 <¢ street; Ruth Harris, 30, 370 
Hialeah Only 36 Days tion,’ said Hunts. The lieut. paid |a window of the Women's Exchange} west Sist street, and Helen Gold,| Oral betting was called oft at 
; ‘ no heed. Presently he heard a swish |restaurant at Madison avenue and| 24, 200 West 5ist street. The de-|Caliente Saturday when six betting 
Dis leasin Widener over his head. It was a blow deliv- |63rd street. He was drunk at the|fendants are charged with grand commissioners who had book con- 
P g ered by Hunts. The lieut. rang for | time. larceny. Through their attorney,|cessions blew the track. Bookies 
pana Patrolman Arthur De Guili, who} According to Probation Officer] Phil Rusgo, they pleaded not guilty. | complained business had been so 
Miami, Dec. 7. was in the back room. Jacob Lichter the actor at first re-| Assistant Dist. Atty. Harold/|bad they couldn’t meet expenses. ; 
After weeks of deliberation,| The bluecoat rushed the book- | fused to tell who he was, but finally | Frankel conducted the prosecution. eee ‘ 
marked by some stormy sessions, | keeper to be = where he eng ns admitted he had appeared in shows. } The ee ee — an hour. ‘ 
lori acing Commission} off. The bookkeeper gave his ad- | ofcer Lichter produced in Court on noc BIG DROP IN GATE FOR , 
aaakey auasaae iis dates for the| dress as 348 West 38th street. behalf of McNulty several Jetters| Miss Gold, the hostess, sat a 
various horse and dog tracks oper- praising his record. These included —_ page Pn onan ron _— i BIKE RACE AT GARDEN 
ing in this county. Hialeah Park messages from William A. Brady,| W . } 
gute 38 days, eaten re Jan. 11 VICTORIA COTTER ASSAULT Jr., and Elizabeth Miele. Lichter| Stated he peg ace Png ot ge oe tem sal 
yn cogs 1S it a ane pre gf pie aggre Seal rhe Sak aeamnemnian po of the Depression or something hit the 
(Tropical Park) Racing Associa- Girl Charges Salesman While on/|veteran of five major engagements pore name olesiee! bie wane G6 tha Mate 
tion get 37 days starting Dec. 26 and Auto Ride With Him during the war and was gassed. She sold of visiting a dance hall | Square Garden last week. Saturday P 
running to Jan. 9, for the first half In sending him to the Workhouse in West 42nd street and buying a|(5) was estimated about 50% off 4 
pen nor es a ian Mass., D 7 the Justioss sald they were doing it a of tickets for $1. He finally |former normal attendance. Gross 
22 and ending March 19, arg a reg "ecaken an for his good, believing that when pe his way to the Night Club/on the week is said not to have : 
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dates announced were a compromise 
“to please everybody.” 

In a statement to the morning 
paper over long distance, Widener 
Stated he was much disappointed 
that his efforts for Miami and Dade 
county were not better rewarded, 
but he was ready to leave it to the 





Lon Murray, dance director, Nov. 2, 
in Los Angeles. 

Marjorie Moss of the dance team 
Moss and Fontana to Edmund 
Goulding, picture director, in Bev- 
erly Hills, Cal., Nov. 28. 

Anna Seidlova to Charles G. Ed- 
wards, Nov. 30, in New York. Bride 


$10 or two days {in West Side Court 
on the charge of disorderly conduct. 
Cole is 26. Both are employed as 
cooks at the Old Algier’s restaurant, 
2670 Broadway. They paid the fine. 

Francis D. Moran, better known 
as Hap Moran, star left half back 
on the Giants pro football team, 





Pleading guilty to attempted ex- 
tortion, Giovanni Corcotollo, 31, 
theatrical agent of 134 West 109th 
street, was remanded to the Tombs 
for sentence by Judge Max S. 


Laredo, Zapata and Ronia, back to 
12. 

For a time it looked like taps for 
the gambling joints and saloons 
across the Rio. Fact that tourists 
sleep in the border towns on this 
side, got plenty kicks from the home 








Levine in General Sessions Friday | crowd. Not mentioning that good 
fair minded people of Miami wheth- | is a concert pianist. socked Kid Cole on the left optic |(11). He can receive a term up to] percentage of the Mex night life 
er he had received a square deal. Dorothy Vogeli Davis, musical} when the Kid went berserk with |10 years. biz operated by American coin. 
. > comedy, to John F. Knell, of the] his friend in the Automat, 103rd Corcotollo was arrested with two 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Louis Greenspan, 
Nov. 28 in Michael Reese hospital, 
Chicago, son. Father is on the Chi- 
cago staff of ‘Variety.’ Mother is 
the former Ann Alexander of the 
Alexander Sisters (vaude). 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter Woolf, son, 
Dec. 4, in New York. This is the 
Woolf's second child, the first being 
a daughter. 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter Klinger, 
daughter, Nov. 27 at Hollywood. 
Father is casting director at the 
Mack Sennett studio. 


Copley Theatre Players, Boston, at 
Bangor, Me., Nov. 25. 

Marie Louise Hatch to Egertcn 
Warburton, Detroit, Dec. 2. Miss 
Hatch was formerly an actress. 

Ceasar J. Petrillo, musician 
brother of the Chicago Musicians’ 
union president, to Ruth A. Hink, 
known professionally as Jean Gor- 
don, She has apepared in musical 
comedies. 

Clara Bow 
Vegas Dec. 3. 

Horace Liveright, book publisher 
and producer, to Elise Bartlett 
Shildkraut, Dec. 8 at noon in New- 
are N. J. 


to Rex Bell, at Las 





street and Broadway. 

Hap was having his breakfast in 
the restaurant. Cole and Lewis, who 
had just finished a wild night, 
stopped in to eat. What the Kid 
and his pal didn’t say to everyone 
in the place was a shame, said 
‘Hap.’ 

The half back told the pair they 
should behave themselves, ‘Big boy, 
mind your own business or you will 
get your lumps,’ ‘Hap’ quoted Cole. 
Hap started for a door. Cole made 
a swing and missed. Hap's shot 
was true. It landed on the Kid's 
lamp and he went out. A cop 





then came in. 





other men Aug. 15 after demanding 
$1,500 from Mario Borello, artificial 
flower maker of 114 Bleeker street, 
under threats. 





Culbertson at 5 to 3 


Hollywood, Dec, 7. 

Opportunities to bet on football! 
now on the decline, film colony's 
gamblers have turned to bridge, 
with the current loose money being 
laid on the coming Culbertson-Lenz 
tournament. 

Quite a few sizeable bets have 
been laid, odds favoring Culbertson 
five to three. 





STICKS TO PAST FOR $1 


San Francisco, Dec. 1. 

Familiar figure : round town is 
Dick Harris, deputy city assessor 
whose beat includes the downtow® 
theatres. 7 

Harris makes his almost daily 
calls via horse and buggy, drawing 
his nag up in front of the theatres 
and anchoring it to a lobby card. 
He uses a lorse and bugey, 2” 
has never driven any conveyance 
rr.ore modern, because a 30-year 
old city ordinance allows deputY 
assessors $1 a day expenses on 4 





nag for transportation. 
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Hi-Hat Pitchmen 
Move Into Shops 
For De Luxe Gyp 


Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 

Pitchmen are flocking into town 
to take advantage of the Christmas 
shopping period. Boys with the 
keisters have gone high hat and 
are forsaking the curb locations in 
favor of vacant stores where they 
are setting up their stands with 
half a dozen in each shop on a 
three-week rental basis. 

Everything from trick non-run- 
ning watches to fountain pens are 
being shoved in front of the pop- 
ulace. About the only thing they’re 
not pushing is sheet-writing. 

Fake Auction 

Fake auction sales are also pop- 
ping up all over town plugging 
slum merchandise of the same type 
as is sold by reliable merchants 
next door. 

Retail merchants’ associations 
have done some protesting, but the 
fact that the gyppery is being done 
from a store keeps the coppers 
from molesting. 

General conditions has the local 
buying public looking for bargains 
and throwing plenty of dimes into 
the pitchmen’s pockets. 


JOAN MARSH STANDS 
ACES WITH USHERS 








If Joan Marsh could loiter in the 
lobby of the Paradise theatre, Bronx, 
where she is making personal ap- 
pearances with Conrad Nagel, she’d 
get an idea of the popularity she 
has built up during her two-year 
career in talking films. 

The Paradise’s uniformed ticket- 
taker, who must be all of 17, gazes 
deeply into the eyes of patrons, in 
search of one who will listen to the 
secret pent up in a ticket-taker’s 
soul. 

Tenderly, reverently, he takes 
from its hiding place an autographed 
photo of Miss Marsh. 

‘She gave it to me this morning,’ 
gays he. ‘Look, that’s her writing.’ 
Then, gazing at the ceiling and ab- 
sent-mindedly dropping a ticket stub 
on the floor, ‘She's l-o-0-ovely.’ 

Fifteen seconds later he regains 
consciousness to receive the an- 
mouncement that his confidante 
would like to go backstage and in- 
terview Conrad Nagel. Instantane- 
ous response summons a regiment of 
little ushers, military deportment 
obliterated by the proximity of the 
plantinum-haired Joan Marsh, 

They chorus their excitement in a 
rapid-fire barrage: 

‘You ought to interview Miss 
Marsh, too. Gee, she’s swell. I go 
backstage and see her every day.... 
You know her hair’s almost white? 
«+--She has a new pup—a Scotch 
terrier....She lets me take him out 
when I’m off duty....Oh yeah? Well, 
she let me take him out yesterday. 
His name’s ‘Miffer’....Who told you 
his name was ‘Miffer’?....Miss 
Marsh’—this, read as triumphantly 
as possible. 

. The usher who hadn't been told 
that the dog’s name was Miffer 
bowed his head and slunk away. 

Back in Miss Marsh’s dressing 
room a photographer was working 
On camera angles for publicity stills. 

Without ‘Miffer’ 

‘But you have to take some of 
Miffer, too,’ exclaimed the Scottie’s 
mistress, holding up a square inch 
of woolly black dog. 

Between poses in which ‘Miffer’ 
Was caught sitting, standing, beg- 
ging and looking just a little sleepy, 
Miss Marsh disclosed that: 

This is her first trip to New York 
and she’s loving it. 

Mayfair dances are nice, but they 
don't draw the large crowds that 
West Coast parties do. 

She’s a veteran prcture trouper, 
having worked in silents at the age 
of eight months until, at eight years, 
she retired to attend school. 


She engaged in high school dra- | 


matics and appeared in a stage 
presentation in L. A. prior to her 
debut in talking pictures. 

Isn't scared of audiences. 

Has been to the tc@ of the Empire 
State Building. 

sy this time, ‘Miffer,’ having tired 
of being a picture star, had to have 
his chopped meat and vegetables 
and be taken for his constitutional 
in the Marsh limousine. 





$1 Racket Contracts 





A theatrical agent or go in 
Times Square reported rack- 
eting $1 contracts to idle act- 
ors. Actors wishing to stall 
creditors, principally landlords 
or hotels, can obtain a $1 down 
agreement showing the actor 
will have work two weeks 
hence. The two weeks hence 
is sufficient to encourage the 
waiting creditor for that period. 

Meanwhile through an alibi 
about the first two weeks, 
another agreement for another 
dollar shows where the follow- 
ing two weeks will be spent 
working, for another fort- 
night’s delay, and so on. 














Fastidious Nags 
Parlor-Trained 
L. A.'s Creations 


Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Riding academies in these fasti- 
dious parts now feature horses 


trained to such politeness that they | 


could be brought into any drawing 
room without fear of embarrass- 
ment. Current equivalent of the 
broncho buster also administers to 
his mount the rudiments of social 
etiquette: By the time he’s saddle- 
broke, the proper Hollywood horse 
is also house-broke. 

It’s in line with the prettying of 
the riding business as a whole to 
appeal to sensitive persons. Stables 
are modernstic in dainty pastels. 
Perfumed deodorizers frequently 
sprayed cover up that common 
horsey smell. 

Available are male instructors 
with s. a. who can be engaged to 
accompany parties of any size, 
down to one, The lonely ladies love 
it. 

Radio is in use to plug riding biz. 
One academy offers 10 lessons and 
a riding habit for $115. Figures once 
the femmes get the habit they'll get 
the habit. 

Prices range downward, the les- 
sons and costume combo coming as 
low as $40. 

Another femme appeal is the idea 
that horseback riding is nature’s 
ideal reducing system. 


NOTABLES VAMP RENO, 
BALLYHOO GOES MUTE 


Reno, Dec. 7. 

The flock of notables and near 
notables who helped keep Reno on 
front page during recent months 
is fast thinning out and town can- 
not now boast of being residence 
of any nationally known charac- 
ters. 

Jack Dempsey and his manager, 
Leonard Sacks, are barnstorming in 
east and have not been home for 
several weeks. Cornelius Vanderbilt, 
Jr., moving to spot on desert near 
Las Vegas and Belle Livingstone 
has gone to Texas. Kenneth Har- 
lan picture actor, has given up 
his Reno concession and has re- 
turned to Hollywood. He managed 
Jade Room Club. It folded Dec. 1. 

Peter Arno left Reno flat several 
months ago, tried to put over mu- 
sical show based on Reno experi- 
ences and it flopped. 

About all that’s left is Mayor E. 
E. Roberts. 


Mating Urge Hits NBC 
Coast Folk in Bulk 


San Francisco, Dec. 7. 

An epidemic of marriages, secret 
and otherwise, involves NBC em- 
ployes. 

Van and Don, ‘The Two Profes- 
sors’ who broadcast each a.m. for 
Quaker Oats, were spliced within 
a week of each other, Van Fleming 
marrying Julia Bess Lee Calhoun, 
legit player, and his partner, Don 











MeNeil tying up with Catharine May | 


Bennett, school day sweetheart. 
Russ McNeil, chief Mbrarian, and 

Fern McChessney of the NBC sales 

dept., were married Nov. 14. 
Annabelle Jones, staff contralto, 


wed Frank Berg, deputy coroner of | 


Berkeley, a few weeks ago. 

Betty Kelly, soprano, was married 
recently to Kenneth Stromquist, 
non-pro, and Milton Samuels and 
Marie Elbs, both of the press dept., 
were spliced at Lake Tahoe last 
month. 


WOMAN HURT IN FIGHT 


Mrs. Walters Mixed in on James 
and Steel’s Street Fight 








Johnny Perrone’s swanky Bath 
Club, 36 West 53rd street, was the 
centre of much excitement when a 
phone message came into the de- 
tective bureau of the West 47th 
street station that several men were 
being ‘murdered’ outside. 

Detectives Clarence Farley and 
Roger Meehan raced to the address 
and found the elub closed. They 
demanded the owner to open it and 
he did. The sleuths conducted an 
investigation, but found no ‘dead’ 
ones, Sut they did locate Mrs. 
Ethan Walters, 35, 111 East 56th 
street, a patient in Flower Hospital. 
Mrs, Walters had six stitches placed 
in her right instep as a result of her 
foot being hurt when she sought 
to separate the combatants, stated 
the sleuths, 

According to her story, Edgar 
James and Monte Steel had been 
together with the woman, asserted 
the cops. 

As they stepped out of the Bath 
Club, an argument arose between 
James, Steel and two other men. 
The fight was hot. Mrs. Walter 
sought to intervene and was hurt. 
It was then the phone call arrived. 

Mrs. Walters stated she wanted 
no further investigation. 


Follies’ Grls in Row 
With Wash. Hot Sports 
In All-Nite Restaurant 


Washington, Dec. 7. 

Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ has a scene in a 
modern night club, but the show 
girls probably never thought they’d 
see the real article—with shots, and 
all—until Chicago, if and when. 

A pre-dawn breakfast party in 
Childs included two ‘Follies’ chorus 
girls, ended with four men arrested, 
two in the hospital, broken china 
and tables littered about the cafe 
and patrons flattened out on the 
floor to avoid possible shots. 

According to Vivian Porter, one 
of the ‘Follies’ girls in the party, she 
and her escort met William Wietz, 
known in local sporting circles, and 
several of his friends. They all 
agreed to go to Childs. The trou- 
ble started when George “Biggy” 
Charuchas, 24, wanted to sleep. 

“Biggy” sat apart from the group. 
He was tired. He started to doze. 
Someone insisted he come over to 
the table with the girls. Others in- 
sisted on letting him have his nap. 
This difference of opinion developed 
into a roaring argument. 

‘They were only chance acquaint- 
ances of mine,’ Miss Porter said aft- 
erward, ‘and when they started ar- 
guing I left. That’s all I know about 
it.’ 

Miss Porter, the other Ziegfeld 
girl and a third woman, said to be 
the wife of one of the men pres- 
ent, escaped by breaking a window 
and screen in the ladies’ room, let- 
ting themselves into an alley back 
of the restaurant. 

Three of four men arrested, two 
of whom were treated for cuts and 
bruises, were charged with assault 
and released on $500 bond. Charu- 
chag, alleged to have been waving a 
revolver during the scuffle, was 
charged with assault with a dan- 
gerous weapon and released under 
$1,000 bond. 

Charuchas was brandishing the 
gun when Manager Keyes went over 
to him and asked if he had a per- 
mit to carry a gun. Keyes was told 
to go back to frying eggs or what- 
ever he did around the all-night 
lunch. 

At this point enter the police. 











Daughter Figuratively 
Has Custody of Parents 


Denver Dec. 7. 

A divorce action which figurative- 
ly has the effect of giving the ‘cus- 
tody’ of the parents to the child 
|has been effected here. Arrange- 
ment has the offspring living in the 
|family home, with the parents tak- 
jing turns at moving in every six 
| months. Case concerns Mr. and 
| Mrs. Francis Hendricks and their 
| 17-year-old daughter. 
Hendricks is a local musician and 
| composer. Mrs. Helga Hendricks 
' brought the suit. Following the di- 
| Vorce last spring, Hendricks mar- 
ried a 20-year-old chum of his 
daughter, honeymooned in Paris, 
}and then returned to Reno for an- 
| other divorce. 








} 





Stock Exchange Shares as Extra 
Inducement to Buy 2d-Hand Cars 





Bid for Penmanship 





A sidewalk cooch dancer, 
and a good ’un, is being used 
as a for a fountain 
pen sale in an empty store on 
Sixth avenue. 

The wiggles are followed by 
the barker for the pens which 
carry a price of 35c. No in- 
vitations to write your own 
ticket. 


BELASCOS ART 
COLLECTION 
ON SALE 


ballyhoa 











The art collection of the late 
David Belasco will be sold by the 
order of Mrs. Morris Gest, daughter 
of the producer, in an unrestricted 
public sale Dec. 8-12, inclusive, at 
2:15 each day, in the American Art 
Asssociation Galleries at 30 East 


57th street. 

The collection, removed from the 
Belasco apartment and studio, in- 
cludes jeweled watches, miniatures, 
other objects de Vertu, Bohemian, 
Rhenish, English, early American 
glass, European and Chinese porce- 
lains, carved ivories, semi-precious 
mineral necklaces, snuff bottles, 
carvings, the Belasco-Napoleonic 
collections, French, Italian, Spanish 
furniture and decorations, prints 
including the Belasco-Napoleonic 
collection, damasks, brocades, vel- 
vets, embroideries, tapestries, Ori- 
ental and Alpujarra rugs, arms, 
armor and flags. The collection was 
placed on free public exhibition 
from Dec. 5 until the time of sale, 
Dec, 8. 

An extensive selection of books 
from the library of the late pro- 
ducer, comprising early and modern 
literature, drama, dramatic biogra- 
phies of the stage, Napoleonic and 
numerous works inscribed by their 
authors will be sold the afternoon 
of Dec. 15 as the entire first session 
of a two-session sale. 


UTRERA, SONG WRITER, 
GETS LONG REST BY GAS 


‘Just Sang My Last Song’ sounds 
good for a song title’ was part of 
the death message Adolpo Utrera, 
30, song writer, living in a rooming 
house at 176 West 86th _ street, 
wrote before he turned on several 
burners of a gas range in the 
kitchen of his apartment. 

‘It is just a plain suicide. I have 
needed a long rest. And this is 
probably the longest one I will get,’ 
was the remainder of the note found 
on a table by detectives Louis Rask- 
in and Charles Kellerman, of the 
West 68th street station. 

Utrera, friends stated, was a song 
writer for the Columbia records. He 
has been despondent because of the 
lack of work and fear of an impend- 
ing operation. 

Tenants in the building detected 
the odor of gas. A gas company 
crew located it in the song writer’s 
apartment. He was found fully 
clad, lying prone before the range. 











LIGHT LADIES TAXED 


France Orders Impost on World’s 
Oldest Profession—How to Collect 





Paris, Nov. 28. 

Those professionals openly en- 
gaged in the oldest business in the 
world will now pay income tax in 
France. An order has been issued by 
the government that tax collectors 
are to estimate the income of all the 
little ladies who themselves live 
from other people's incomes, regard- 


less of whether they have private 
houses, motorcars and private 
planes, or just ply their trade on 
the sidewalk. 

So far tax collectors have 
scratched nothing but their heads. 


Trade so far had been pretty safe 
from them. 








St. Paul, Dec. 7. 
Ever since the bust of 1929 there 
has been talk of this and that bear 
raid pushing the stock market down 


to its lowest level. Recent market 


reports have suggested that stocks 
But the market 
has at last found its lowest level. 


They are using shares listed on the 
big board as trading stamps out 
here. Short of using the certificates 
for wrapping paper, it does not seem 
that stocks can sink much lower. 

The idea was developed by the 
Holt Motor Co., local handlers of 
*hrysler and Plymouth cars. Every 
‘econd-hand bus carries a share or 
more of stock tied to the steering 
Wheel, according to the value of the 
sale, 

The concern has been taking large 
spaces in the local papers to put 
sver the idea, a sample advertise- 
ment being headed, ‘Give a hand to 
Uncle Sam. Help Wall Street.’ In 
the preamble it rambles on: ‘Holt 
Motor Co. offers to help Wall Street 
by giving away one or more shares 
of stock listed on the N. Y. Stock 
Exchange with every used car sold 
from the list below. Do you realize 
what this means? Suppose every 
dealer in the country did the same 
thing. What a boom it would mean 
in stock movements.’ 

As some sample bargains there is 
a ’28 Chrysler sedan priced at $477, 
with ‘three shares of Warner Pie 
tures stock, sold for over $80 a few 
months ago.’ Five shares of Fox 
stock are tossed in with a last- 
year’s Ford at $347, and five shares 
of Pathe are the inducement to buy 
an Essex at $167. ‘ 

Not all of the shares are taken 
from the picture list. Maytag, 
Packard, Phillips Petroleum, Cuban- 
American Sugar, Wabash R. R. and 
scores of other securities are hung 
up as attractions, each with its top 
price quoted, and the inference that 
they may bounce back to the old 
levels. 

The cars carry a 30-day guar- 
antee, but there is no promise made 
about the stock, 


could go no lower. 





Tenants Sleep in Apts. 
of Linco Sq. Bldg.; 
26 Ordered to Move 


An order to vacate the apart- 
ments at the Lincoln Arcade Build- 
ing, 1941 Broadway, occupied most- 
ly by artists, dancers and spiritual- 
ists was served on the owner of the 
building. The order called fr 26 
names but some of the occupants 
had moved. | 

The order was issued by the Com- 
missioner of Buildings. Ousting 
came about as a result of an 
investigation in which it is charged 
many in the building used their 
studios as sleeping quarters. 

Two fires had occurred within a 
year in the building. The first was 
a serious one with a big loss in 
property damage. It was discovered 
then that occupants had slept in 
the building. The building was re- 
modelled. 

After the second fire it was al- 
leged some of the occupants were 
still using the building for bed- 
rooms. 

John L. Miller is the owner. An 
officer of the corporation stated that 
Manhattan has scores of studio 
buildings where conditions are 
worse. ‘But they are not molested,’ 
he said ‘I intend to see Com. Sea- 
bury and see what is in back of all 
this,’ he said. 

Loew’s Lincoln Square theatre is 
on the ground floor in the rear of 
the building. 


Paris Dope Haul = 


Paris, Nov. 28. 

Biggest haul in dope made by the 
police in a long while, resulted in 
the arrest of a Montmartre barman, 
Search in his room resulted in find- 
ing 10 pounds of cocaine, which he 
claimed belonged to his sister, 
known as Handsome Jeannette. 
Latter attempted a motor escape 
to the Riviera, but was also ar- 
rested. The sale and use of drugs 
is increasing tremendously of late, 
all classes being affected exce§t 
manual workers. 
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man named Conrad. The box car-| Ferguson, Anne Hastings, Opal tickets for benefits which invariah 
oye ried all three names, Cotton, Lloyd Sabine and Van | have been postponed. 
Buren himself. First cruise Dec. 19.| wants to know where the money 
ews rom é @s Hal K. Dawson replaced Charles —_—— went. 
Laite as the reporter in ‘Louder, Reported plans are being made a 
» i ‘Dp aft ’ . 
Please. a a Son + pice sty og Hoo, Tabulation by Radio Commission 
me eA with Adelz all soug se-/,.- , 
: develops the fact that the number 
. ‘ . . a ‘orec P ing e ine. -romoted by Hilliard and , : } roof 
This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- Foreclosure proceedings 4 gg Brine My 3 radio sets owned is in direct propor. 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, origin: aby a A agen Bod oR A AORRTS. tion to broadcast facilities, 
i Ilyw % iet i : ” : ‘ York, for example, has 51.9% 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety ‘takes ‘no credit || NC. Sruan ot $u$,000"on the home | ‘Coastwise? which folded the | YO", for example: has 51.9% of the 
’ owned by the Duncan Sisters in that opening night at the Provincetown, and 48.3% of the sets ; ne 
place. Assessed at $43,000. Mrs./tried again last night (7) at the has 15.2% of the facilities and 16.56 
‘. a re z mn ai , Evelyn A. McClelland, third sister,| Belmont, with new set but same oa Stun anes =s oo 
East 4 — rerig sno at ¥.’ around | aiso named as defendant. cast. Now ‘Coastwise Annie.’ : — 
Xmas. Not a revival. ei - ae 
sane ia ent <5 Dr. Max Eagle, wealthy physi- Elmer Rice has new playscript Boston opening of ‘Star Dust’ de. 
Kid Chololate in the toils after Ruth Morgan Converse, former | cian, announces he will marry Mrs. | which calls for two men to stand on | ferred. 
his fight at the St. Nick last Mon- | show girl, not going to ask for ali- | Madeline Van Allen Connelly, di-| either side of the proscenium and —___— 
day (30). Taken on a federal war- | mony in suing James Vail Converse. | yorced wife of Bobby Connelly, dance | kid the play. Will probably hold Beppe De Vries will 
rant on charges of a girl in Cuba. Says he has no money, so what’s| director, as soon as tie divorce | it for next season. in her proposed revival of 
Encore on previous proceedings will| the use? granted Mrs. Eagle some time ago eae Pompadour.’ Idea abandoned. 
be deported. becomes final. In a suit for sep- Saturday morning (5) nPn ong ee, 
. cies il " " . ; Kagle she |: 2,000 sought to gain admis- 
Another of those biggest ever | 4ration brought by Mrs. Eagle she sbout : " 7 ae sa caine nee of Proposed Sunday performance of 
Identity of Mrs. Mayre Littel| contracts signed for Radio City. |mamed Mrs. Connelly as co-respond- | sion to the be res Ds aa Re z ‘Louder Please,’ set for last Sun. (6) 
Zeisler, who is suing Emil J. Stehli| This time it’s juice and United | ent, but the complaint was amend- | ‘Alice in Wonderland po Rie ll mig = postponed. Explained that action is 
for $47,000 on a love child charge,| Power Co. on a basis of 32,000,000}ed to name an unknown woman, | Longest theatre queue ever seen Im) oe eat of Sunday Lea ‘ie 
revealed as the former Countess | kilowatt hours annually. Mrs. Hagle’s lawyers confessing | New York. About 6,200 got in, aie ta tellel Gant ft wan -CaB UC 
Mayre de Meir de Mandel, once a they had no foundation for any —_——- 


showgirl. Defendant claims he ob- 
tained a release, but she argues 
that she thought she merely was 
signing a receipt for $16,000, paid 
in 1919. Case comes up shortly in 
Poughkeepsie. 





Jean Acker, former Mrs. Rudolph 
Valentino, to sue estate of late Rob- 
ert Ames for $10,000, which she 
claims to be due for money loan. 
Actor gave two notes, one for $5,000 
and other for $10,000. Took up the 
former but still owes on the latter, 
it is claimed. Loan was made last 
spring, it is asserted, while both 
were on the coast. 





Beulah Bondi engaged for ‘Dis- 
tant Drums,’ now rehearsing. 





Irene Rich sees her daughter's 
performance in ‘Brief Moment’ and 
approves. Daughter known as 
Kathryn Deane in the cast. 





Monty Woolley to direct ‘Star 
Dust.’ Staged $50,000,000 French- 
men’ and ‘New Yorkers.’ 





Samuel Fain may feature Fatty 
firbuckle in his new ‘$2 Revue’ to 
open here in Jan. 





Ara Gerald to have part created 
by Emily Stevens in ‘Fata Morgana,’ 
due here Xmas. Edw. Jolly stag- 
ing for Jimmie Cooper. 





Collection of late David Belasco 
to be offered at auction starting 
Dec. 8. Has been on exhibition at 
Anderson galleries. 





Mary Newham-Davis, of ‘Cynara’ 
editing a new edition of her father’s 
famous cook book, Gourmet’s Guide, 
published in 1902. 





Gladys Hurlburt, Louis Latzer, 
McLain Gates and Maurice Wells 
added to cast of ‘Cherry Orchard,’ 
at County Center, White Plains, 
N 





Edgar Wallace, thriller author, in 
town on his way to RKO in Holly- 
wood. 





Plaza, N. Y., selling coupon books. 
Discount of 20% on 12, 18 or 24 
ducats. 





Olive Borden and Tom and Matt 
Moore only picture players reported 
at Lya de Putti’s funeral last week. 





Shipping Board in its annual re- 
port protests short joy cruises as 
detrimental to U. S. tonnage. Would 
prohibit clearances for ‘nowhere,’ 
but cannot very well stop cruises 
to definite ports. 





Final report of city toxicologist 
ascribed death of late Robert Ames 
to alcoholism, though no alcohol 
was found in the analysis. 


Princess Anita Johnson, full 
blooded Piute Indian, has joined the 
cast of ‘Everybody’s Welcome.’ Her 
father, Chief Running Brook, owns 
a silver mine and may be available 
as an angel later on. Ske has had 
much amateur experience in Reno. 


Norman Krasna to play one of 


the press agents in his ‘Louder, 
Please. That’s his regular busi- 
ness. 


Now Benn Levy thinks he will 
call his play ‘The Devil Passes.’ 
Aliases, ‘The Devil,’ ‘The Devil at 
a Party’ and ‘Satan Passes.’ 


Boston College following Harvard 
4n kicking at air announcers, Com- 
plains to NBC that Lowell Thomas 
libeled the school in calling recent 
charity game with Holy Cross 
‘something of a racket. Demands 
a public apology oi: else. 


Navy Dept. overrules musicians’ 
protest against tours of U. S. Ma- 
rine band, and the playing of 56 
service bands at private functions. 
Jos. Weber protested. 


Silver Slipper to reopen as Arbat, 
Russ. cafe, 

E. M. Harwood has completed 
‘Reluctance,’ due for early produc- 
tion in London. Author of ‘Cynara.’ 





‘Bride the Sun Shines On’ slated 


this week. 





June Corcoran will play the aunt 
in the Brady revival of ‘Little Wo- 
men.’ Carson Davenport will have 
his original role as the elder Lau- 
rence. 


Elsie Bartlett Porter, profession- 
ally known as Bartlett, to marry 
Horace Liveright. She divorced Jos. 
Schildkraut in Los Angeles June, 
1930. 


N. Y. Sabbath Com. makes formal 
protest to Comm. Mulrooney against 
Sunday stage shows even for bene- 
fits, and threaten court action to 
force him to see that law is com- 
plied with. Hold charity angle no 
excuse. 


Ray-Minor becomes Doran, Ray 
and Hewes. The Hewes is Mrs. 
Margaret Hewes of Provincetown 
Players. Worthington Minor, now 
on his own, may stage for the new 
setup. First is ‘Wild Waves.’ 


Charlotte Granville in Carl Reed’s 
‘Berlin.’ 


‘Son of God,’ Group theatre play, 
moved back to Thursday (10), due 
yesterday. Title changed to ‘1931.’ 
‘Distant Drums’ goes into reheasal 
Pauline Lord heads cast. 





Jenie Goldstein, Jewish actress, 
will be given a benefit at the Rol- 
land theatre, Brooklyn, Thursday, to 
mark her 28th anniversary of her 
stage debut. First appearance was 
at the age of six. 





Equity awards six-eighths of a 
week’s salary to cast of ‘Constant 
Sinner,’ closed in Washington after 
its second performance. 





Mass. Society of Mayflower elects 
Maude Adams life member. 





William Fox denies any connec- 
tion with the Aaron Fox enterprises. 





Roxy theatre announces that it 
will lay off the highbrow bills in fa- 
vor of a more popular appeal. 


Taylor Holmes engaged for ‘Heads 
or Tails’ by Jos. Jackson and Doris 
Anderson. To be produced shortly 
by A. G. Collins. Brandon Peters 
and Betty Ross Clarke also engaged. 





Mary Ellis and Basil Sydney re- 
hearsing in ‘The Jewel Robbery.’ 
Will be starred in the Paul Streger 
production. 


Hugh Buckley to support 
Gerard in ‘Fata Morgana.’ 


Ara 


James Cagney in person at the 
Strand with ‘Blonde Crazy’ started 
the ticket sale the opening day. 


Will Osborne in bankruptcy. Owes 
$14,982. Assets not stated. Bank 
balance of $5. 





Mrs. Margaret Walker has Mickey 
in the courts again. Suing the 
scrapper for $25,160 for the support 
of their two children. Claims he 
blew $1,250,000 in night clubs and 
general show off, and spent $23,000 
in Paris. That’s when she walked 
out. 


abandoned after 
It wasn’t. 


‘This is Genius’ 
its Brooklyn tryout. 


Arthur Hammerstein to join L. 





Lawrence Weber in producing ‘The 
Man Who Lost His Head.’ Will re- 
main in Florida until mid-January. 





Thomas Mitchell, one of the co- 
authors of ‘Cloudy With Showers,’ 
has taken the play over, following 
its Phila. run, and will try it on 
Boston Dec, 28. 

Leslie Howard's portrait as Peter 
Standish in ‘Berkeley Square’ is 
hung in the Empire theatre lobby. 

A mailbox name plate won a di- 
vorece for Ashmead FE. Ascott, writer, 
from his actress wife, Constance 
McKay. He found her name on 
another man’s letterbox and offered 
a photo of the plate in evidence. 
He claimed she had lived with Cor- 
nelius Van Voorhis and later with a 











charge against Mrs. Connelly. 


Sing Sing prisoners will present a 
minstrel show in the prison audi- 
torium for five nights, commencing 
Dec. 14. The public will be admit- 
ted and the proceeds will go to the 
relief fund. Harold Russell Ryder, 
stock operator, will be director of 
the event. Similar show recently 
given at Auburn prison by women. 


Egerton Warburton, rich Phila- 
delphian, who recently married 
Louise Hatch, musical comedy 


actress, is being sued by his first 
wife for breach of contract. Mar- 
ried in Detroit last week, they came 
to New York to sail for Europe and 
Mrs. Warburton called many of her 
friends on the phone to urge them 
to come to the ‘Saturnia’ to see 
them off.. They turned out in force, 


but could not locate the pair. 
Later it was revealed they had 
boarded the ship via third cabin 


gangway and were locked in a cabin 
to prevent the service of papers in 
the suit. 


Harry Richman sued in Federal 
court, Brooklyn, as aftermath of 
explosion on his yacht last sum- 
mer. Virginia Biddle, show girl, is 
asking $50,000 and his captain, 
Samuel E. White, wants $25,000. 
Both suits charge that the accident 
was caused by Richman’s negli- 
gence in refueling. Richman asks 
that the damages be limited to the 
value of the boat. 


After denials it is again inti- 
mated radio patents case may be 
settled under an open pool plan 
of government. 


National Junior Theatre players 
to open an engagement Dec. 21 at 
the Maxine Elliott theatre. Three 
weeks. Adult players, in spite of 
the title, . 





Bert Lown, orch. leader, ordered 
to pay $75 weekly and $1,200 coun- 
sel fees to his wife, Viola, who sues 
for separation. 





Denied that Serafin will quit Met. 
Op. to direct Royal Op., Rome. 





Ann Harding in a Jacksonville 
hospital with a dislocated shoulder, 
sustained in a flight to Venice, Fla., 
for locations. Does not know how 
it snepenes. First warning was the 
pain. 





Roxy told AMPA at luncheon that 
Radio City is assured of Met. Op. 
Predicted the 6,700-seat music hall 
will gross $200,000 weekly. Visions 
private subways to Penn and G. C. 
Stations, etc. 





Mrs. Nanette Bayne, actress, ac- 
cused of immorality by her divorced 
husband in his effort to gain cus- 
tody of their child. In the langu- 
age of the court, ‘the charges of 
immorality fall by the wayside.’ 
Her suit for an increase of $5,000 
yearly in the sum provided for the 
support of the child will come up 
next week (16). 





Marguerite Patterson, who has a 
small role in ‘Cynara,’ revealed as 
niece of Congressman J. O. Patter- 
. society leader in Columbia, 





Elizabeth Ohms temporarily out 
of Met. Op. Inflammation of lungs. 


Rights to the English speaking 


version of ‘Criminals’ owned by 
Anne Crawford Flexner, it is 
claimed. 


Sol Bloom saying things about 
scheme launched in N. Y. to sell 
Washington Memorial seals. Says 
it’s just one of a hundred attempts 
of private individuals to horn in on 


the celebration for personal gain 
and neither authorized nor ap- 
proved. Speaking with emphasis 


and at length. 

Tito Schipa returned from South 
America last Thursday to rejoin 
Chi. Op. Will do concert tour also. 


Harold Van Buren announces the 
Drama Guild stock will troupe 
players on the Statendam winter 
cruises presenting only clean plays. 
Company includes Ray Rawlings. 





Don Darcy, Muriel Owen, Florence 





Herman Shumlin plans the pro- 
duction of ‘Teacher Trow,’ by Ar- 
thur Kober. Kober, once a p. @., is 
now dialoguing in Hollywood. 


Clifford Brooke will stage a re- 
vival of ‘Prince and Pauper’ for Jos. 
P. Bickerton, Jr. 

George C. Tyler has ‘Metropolitan 
Hospital,’ play set in location indi- 
cated and staging the drama of a 
day. 


——_ —— 


News Co, takes over the 
Bascom stands in nine New York 
hotels, but Bascom’'s insists it re- 
tains the ticket selling privileges at 
these places, disposing of the other 
rights. 


Union 


Constance Binney considering a 
stage return in ‘A Kiss for Cinder- 
ella.’ 

Carl Hemmer, who did “Allez Oop’ 
but isn’t bragging about it, planning 
a new revue with Jack Haley, Rod 
La Rocque and maybe Beatrice Lil- 
lie. Book being assembled by Harry 
Souvaine, : ° 

Irving Berlin-Moss Hart comedy 
to be replaced in rehearsal with a 
new book by Morrie Ryskind. 


Mrs. Miriam Mitchell Simonelli, 
former actress and daughter of the 
late Mayor Calem W. <Aitchell, of 
Saratoga Springs, had her husband, 
Julius B. Simonelli, in N. Y. Supreme 
Court Saturday (5), asking for ali- 
mony pending the outcome of her 
separation suit. Simonelli stated 
that his wife had attended a spirit- 
ualistic meeting July 31 and came 
home to tell him the medium had 
informed her Simonelli had been 
unfaithful. She beat and scratched 
him, he alleges, until he was forced 
to leave home three days later. On 
her side Mrs. Simonelli testified her 
husband wrenched her arm and 
struck her on the jaw, saying ‘Drop 
dead, will you!’ The judge allowed 
her $10 a week pending trial, but no 
fees. 





Horace Liveright will start a mu- 
sical comedy about Lucretia Borgia 
next month. Book and music by 
Eugene Burton and lyrics by Eddie 
Eliscu, 





Old Criterion theatre, Brooklyn, 
again damaged by fire, third since 
the house last closed. For some time 
past remained dark. 

Olive Borden, at Par’s Astoria stu- 
dios, in a jam with Victor Feig, ga- 
rageman, who asserts she gave him 
a rubber check for a storage bill. 
Miss Borden was recently married 
to Theodore Spector, stock broker. 








Guild of Free Lance Artists and 
Authors’ League in a clem. Guild, 
which entered the League some time 
ago, split from the organization last 
July, apparently on amicable terms. 
Now stated League refuses to rec- 
ognize certain covenants and also 
lays title to the Guild name, which 
was brought into the League by 
seceding members. 

Reported police are chaperoning 
the Astaires, Frank Morgan, Tilly 
Losch and Helen Broderick, of ‘Band 
Wagon,’ on account of kidnap 
threats. 

Appellate division upholds verdict 
obtained by Marcia Estardus in 
lower N. Y. court against Harry K. 
Thaw. She charged Thaw beat her 
during a New Year's party, and was 
awarded $16,000 of the $100,000 
asked. 

Executors of the estate of the late 
Fred G. Nixon-Nirdlinger in an ac- 
tion before Orphans’ court, Philadel- 
phia, intimated that the estate is of 
doubtful solvency. 





Harold Levey, with Warner Bros. 
as mus, dir., has left that company 
to engage in radio work. 





Department of Public Welfare is 
again after Major Edith Ward of the 
Actors' Memorial Foundation and 
Jobless Actors’ Emengency Relief 





Fund. The Major is reported to 
have sold about $8,700 worth of! 


be more 
profitable after the hotidays. 

Dry agents raided the Aquarium, 
52 W. 52d street, last Friday, get. 
ting three men and some bottles but 
no fish. 

Estate of late Lya DePutti listea 
by Public Administrator as $900 in 
bank and 17 pieces of baggage 
taining personal belongings, 

Roxy spent Sunday afternoon (6) 
talking to the city prisoners on Wel- 
fare Island. One of a series of talks 
by well-known persons. 


cone 


Revival of ‘Old 
planned by Robt. Mack. 





Homestead’ 
Co-op co. 


‘Shining Blackness’ is now ‘Mighty 
Proud, 


Coast 


Thomas H. Lipps, attorney, is su- 
ing Fritzi Ridgeway, actress claim- 
ing she failed to meet a $40,000 note 
she executed in his favor pledging 
the $300,000 Del Tahquitz hotel at 
Palm Springs as security. 

In a cross-complaint the 
asserts Lipps induced her to s‘gn 
various documents, while actinz as 
her lawyer. and that she had no 
knowledge of their contents. 


actress 


Oliver H. P. Garrett, writer. ope- 
rated on for appendicitis, in Holly- 
wood, 

Buster Collier, Jr., sued in L. A, 
for $15,000 on a prommissory note, 
alleges it is a forgery. 

Warrant for the arrest of Belle 
Bennett has been issued in L, A. on 
a charge of failure to pay wages to 
a cook, Minnie Waldrip, $24. Trial 
of John McAdams, named with the 
actress, as co-defendant, was set for 
Dec. 16. 

George E. Stone is being held li- 
able in L. A. for $2,000 resulting 
from the failure of two men to re- 
turn to L. A. to face trial on liquor 
charges. Stone went bonds for 
them, and is now trying to collect 
the two G's, claiming that he didn't 
know he would be held liable. 





When the offices of the ‘Hollye 
wood Voice and Screen Test Syndi- 
cate’ were raided by federals last 
year, four men were arrested. Last 
week three of the men, pleading 
guilty to violation of the national 
liquor law, were given suspended 
jail and prison’ sentences. The 
fourth was sentenced to one year in 
the county jail, six months suspend- 
ed, and fined $100. 

Harvey G. Pearson is suing Mary 
Lewis, opera star, and her husband, 
B. R. Hague, for $375, unpaid rent. 

Ruth Noble, actress, has tempo- 
rarily dropped her L. A. court action 
to cbtain custody of a child she 
claims was born to her and Sessueé 
Hayakawa, Japanese film actor. 
Hayakawa now has the child. 





Abe Gore, theatre man, was exones 
rated of drunk driving charges 1n Ll. 
A. when the D. A.’s office refused to 
file charges against him. He may 
yet face a charge of reckless driv 
ing. 

James de la Motte, Robert Vigno- 
la, director, and William O’Brien, 
actor, pleaded not guilty of gam- 
bling and were dismissed when at- 
resting officers failed to identify 
them. They were pinched in_the 
raid, several weeks ago, on the Em- 
bassy Roof, in Hollywood, where the 
Yellow Dog Club was holding ® 
stag. 

Fredric H. Girnau, convicted pub- 
lisher, has abandoned his A. 
court fight to escape a prison sen 
tence for sending obscene matter 
about Clara Bow through the mails, 
He will be off McNeil Island in les 
than three years. 


Divorce and contempt of court 
suits in which H. H. Van Loan "6 
ures have been set for Jan. pi 
lL. A. Mrs. Gertrude Van Loan has 


(Continued on page 6) 
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Broadway 


Gus Edwards is over the sinus op. 

Bert Ennis wrestling with a bad 
cold. 

Brandts moving the office to the 
Lyric. 

Mildred Walsh and mother again 
on coast. 

Tallulah 
Friday (4). 

Will Chas. Hopkins revive “Treas- 
wre Island’? 

Salvation lassies now sing through 
megaphones. 

Ed Stanley, writer, 
Hollywood on spec, 

James Hall is proud 
a new Ford town car. 

Loew’s has William Haines con- 
tinuing the deluxe houses. 

Adolph Meyer had his watch 
gtolen in the subway last week. 

Bugs Baer is looking so good he 
no longer resembles Jimmy Durante. 

Bill Goodheart is losing weight 
trying to keep up with his busi- 
ness. 

Burglars broke into Al Zimbal- 
ist’s Pelham, N. Y., home the other 
night. 

Edward Fills, who runs the Ben- 
Hur stables, has turned vaude pro: 
ducer, 

Jerry Wald, 
umnist, has a 
Smith. 

Won't someone ask Winchell to 
change that cue line on those dance 
broadcasts? 

Lou Brown slipped 
quietly to work on 
Ziegfeld show. 

Capt. Fox of New York state po- 
lice troop, operated on at Medical 
Center last week. 

Young Doug still does a jig every 
time someone brings up that 16-14 
Sound Bend result. 

Gladys Hecht, Joe Morris’ secre- 
tary, never uses make-up. Doesn't 
need it, so she says. 

CBS, per Jesse Butcher, is giving 
Mort Downey a free feed tonight 
(8) at Elysee Hotel. 

Abel Green was laid up for about 
a week at home in Hollywood. He 
escaped yesterday (7). 

Jack Fillman at the mike for Gar- 
den hockey games rated fastes 
radio sports announcer. 

Camille Wyn, French play broker. 
did not go to Hollywood as intended 
Cable called him back to Paris. 

Kharium Bridge Club has taken 
offices in the Bond building ana 
fitted it up as a playing room. 

Con Daly, tap dancer, sailed on a 
two month voyage. He recently 
suffered a nervous breakdown. 

Anatole Friedland gave a party 
of 100 for Edgar Allan Woolf the 
other eve. Woolf in N. Y. temp. 

Mass held at the Cathedral yes- 
terday (7) on the fifth anniversary 
of the death of Jules E. Mastbaum, 

It was 17 years since Fannie Ward 
appeared in the legit, when she 
guest-starred for the Riveria stock. 

Lois Moran, rehearsing with the 





Bankhead to the coast 


leaving for 


possessor of 


radio col- 
Kate 


‘Graphic’ 
feud on with 


of town 
new Flo 


out 
the 


George Gershwin show, has gone 
in for tap dancing since coming 
east. 


You'll find either, or both, of the 
Frawley boys watching the peddlers 
peddle at almost any hour in the 
yarden. 


Lou Kaye, heading a four-people 
vaude act, is quitting the stage 
permanently to devote his time to 
writin. ° 

Dick Arlen offers that U. S. C. 
had a tervific freshinen team this 
fall; meaning, next year everybody 
look out. 

Jim Barton one of regulars missed 
at Garden's six day race grind. Also 
the guys who used to give heavy 
money for sprints. 

Pathe has a news cameraman 
who works alone on football stuff, 
and has turned in the best grid 
shots of the season. 

Arthur Mayer, Publix publicity 
head, drew the wire: ‘So you gave 
"em your appendix as there wasn’t 
@.nything left to cut.’ 

Harry Richman and Jack Pearl, 
‘Follies’ colleagues, had an argu- 
ment over dressing rooms in Philly, 
but they’re pals again. 

Over 150 attended the after the- 
atre party given by Anatole Fried- 
land to Conrad Nagel and Edgar Al- 
lan Woolf the other eve. 

Billy Dougal, piano player for 
Frankie Heath for about eight years, 
is back with Miss Heath, after a 
year with Mildred Harris. 

Ham Beall, just a boy in a big 
city. Having a tough time figur- 
ing that the streets run east and 
west and the avenues north and 
south, 

Budd Gray, through at the Cri- 
terion in p. aJing ‘Strictly Dishon- 
orable,’ now «absolutely claims the 
record for number of outs during 
past six monihs, 

Bill McBride as mayor of Pelham 
Heights, N. ¥., pronounced on Dec. 1 
the end of the depressed period. The 
New Rochelle daily printed Bill's 
fortune telling routine. 


Happy Benway’s Xmas card, sent) 








A. Sanitarium at 
r. &, 


from the N. 


ae 
Saranac, ends up with: 
Should you fail to hear from me 
Within 30 days, call up Campbell’s. 

Going in for the exercise provided 
by wrestling, Jack Levin, in charge 
of the Copyright Protection Bu- 


reau (films) is nursing minor in- 
juries. Toll included a broken rib. 

Attorney Philip Greenwald, for- 
merly of Chicago, was recently ad- 
mitted to practice in the State and 
Federal court, New York. His 
brother-in-law is M. A. Schlesinger. 

Ronald Colman’s ‘Devil to Pay’ 
left the Gaiety almost a year ago, 


but a sign advertising the film 
stayed up until another coming 
Colman film forced a repaint job 


last week. 

Al Smith dug up an old one on 
the radio the other day. claiming 
Sing Sing convicts are still polite, 
saying ‘Pardon me, Governor,’ at 
every turn. 

Interested spectator at the recent 
Malone-Anderson debate on dra- 
matic criticism, none other than Lee 
Shubert, who probably would have 
liked to offer a few things on the 
negative side himself. 

Greta Gilson, blonde, never in 
vaude before, but who is credited 
with being ine original Winnie 
Winkle girl in the cartoon strip, 
has been teamed by Jack Curtis for 
vaude with Gertrude Bond. 

A young lady in one of the film 
offices thinks she has found why 
women liked ‘Dracula’ and are evi- 
dencing similar interest in ‘Frank- 
enstein’: ‘It gives us girls an alibi 
to get closer to the boy friend,’ is 
the feminine lowdown. 


London 

Jeffery Bernard—restauranteur. 

Horace Williams on the flat-hunt. 

Warwick Ward considering di- 
recting. 

Dave Paget 
Carlton. 

Fred Niblo started on his British 
pictures. 

Irving Asher getting letters from 
the boys. 

Jack Buchanan lunching with the 
press boys. 

Stone cand 
cabareting. 

Evelyn Herbert and Robert 
day homesick. 

George Atkinson trade paper edi- 
tor and likes it. 


doubling Plaza and 


back again 


Vernon 


Halli- 


Ethel Levey framing act for 
vaudeville return. 

Radio programs in this town 
worse and worse. 

Billie Bristow out of Leicester 


Square publicity. 

Rumor Empire, Edinburgh, going 
talker in January. 

Billy Bennett back in town with 
the act toned up. 

Ronald Colman coming to take a 
look at Yorkshire. 

Sir Gordon Craig swears his co-op 
scheme is flourishing. 

All auto speed limits in this coun- 
try abandoned finally. 

Audible Filmcraft up in the courts 
again. Just a custom. 

Bannister Howard considering re- 
viving ‘Tons of Money.’ 

Basil Dean's ‘Autumn 
playing for cut salaries. 

Frank Tilley doing the publicity 
for the Leicester Square. 

Bill Foss now greets everybody 
with ‘Good Morning, Post.’ 

Carlyle Blackwell leaving for Co- 
lumbia, green barge an’ all. 

Dudley Leslie, eritic, 
know Lestie Dudley, singer. 

Victor Saville now rated 
consisient talker maker here. 

Sir William Morris already deny- 
ing he's interested in talkers. 

People’s National theatre at 
Duchess fighting losing battle. 


Crocus’ 


doesn't 


most 


Despite the squawks, the film 
trade likes its shows at night. 

Cedric Belfrage described as 
brilliant by Lerbert Thompson. 

Rumors of another sensational 
Ostrer deal in Wardour Street. 


Hugh Anderson over here, to look | 


after Brother Murray's business. 


Eric Barker says he doesn't like | 


boys being critics: Nor do the boys. 

Gertie Lawrence out of nursing 
home and getting ready for new 
show. 

Miller and Wilson back again for 
Gaumont British and General The- 
atres. 

Eddie Grossbart 


and band dou- 


bling in vaudeville from Cafe de 
-aris. 
Jack Buchanan taking month's 


vacation before resuming long pro- 
vincial tour. 

Earle Kramer giving 
treat by 
position house. 

Stage Golfing Society's headquar- 
ters the Cafe Anglais, where iunches 
are two and six. 

Hendon, London’s 
will have new 3,500 
house in January. 

Cicely Courtneidge 
Marie Burke—blaming all 
lish Actors’ Equity. 

Lillian Harvey personally at 
vhere her picture, ‘Congres: 


suburb 
picture 


swell 
deluxe 


hi-hatting 


on Eng- 


oli, 
Dances, in for run 
Ann Harding’s ‘Devotion got 


howls from the film men here, so 
unlike real London, 

Jane Baxter, femme lead in ‘Mid- 
shipmaid,’ did an on-the-level faint 
during performance. 

Victoria Palace in competition 
with Palladium looks like effort at 

Another of London’s 
players has gone into 
salesmanship racket. 

Terrance Atherton, once leading 
film legman, now Vienna correspond- 
ent for news agency here. 


ball 


store 


ace 
the 


and watching Hippodrome rehears- 
als from a box at the same time. 

New lessees of Prince of Wales’ 
theatre asking £400 per, with show 
people considering it a good idea— 
to ask! 

Showmanship touch at a leading 
eatery here has the cook bawling 
the orders in Italian and making 
eaters think it’s a Masonic meeting 
upstairs. 


| Paris 


Arlette Marchal ill. 

George Canty to Berlin. 

Herb Howe off to Hollywood. 

Football pictures mean }ittie here. 

Helen Meinardi off to Hollywood. 

Edmond See no keen on censor’s 
job. 
: Pierre Brasseur in two films and 
play. 

Bob Benchley getting to know his 
bars. 





family a/| 
taking them to Empire, op- 


Tiv- | 


Mary Reeves back to Czecho Slo- 
| vakia. 


| Brentano's is taking on _ girls 
again. 
| Matt Duffin teaming up with 


| Chita. 
|} Ned Darien has taken over Studio 
| Diamant, 

| Who is the red-headed Amazon at 
'the Lido? 

Eva le Gellienne 
} 

| 


eontent in her 


anartment., 
The Chauncey Olcotts back for 
the season. 
Eddie Peabody 


those oiers. 


over to inspect 


Nita Naldi is expected back after 


| first o?Z year. 

Mary Heaton still in bed account 
| foot injuries. 

| Mary Glory using her private 
plane pienty. 

| Freneh version of ‘77 Park Lane’ 
|} being panned. 

| Jeanne Helbling letting her hair 
|grown longer. 

| Will Winchell Smith never get 
'that show on? 


all of a sudden. 
Albert Prejean on 
new vaude act. 
Copies of 
Electra’ scarce. 
Tuilio Campos off to Brazil to see 
about a picture, 
Supply of Mantle’s 
Piays’ sold out. 
Marine night club not so keen on 
femme patrons. 
Everybody § still 
Janet Gaynor is. 
Old Mrs. Cezar Ritz getting around 
to a few narties. 
English Players 
viera for month. 
Pearl White has the doctor every 
so often for luck. 
Ronald Colman stopping 
route to London. 
The Leonce Perrets 
Hollywood season. 
James Cagney seen here for first 
time in small part. 
Robert Williams died 
was ever seen here, 


the stage in 


‘Mourning Becomes 


‘Ten Best 
wonders where 


settling on 


off en 


planning a 





/on the Ile St. Louis. 

Pax Vilm signing Solange Bussi 
to direct several films. 

Strange couples seen at perform- 
ances of ‘Le Taciturn.’ 





German records hard to get here, 


Ri- | 


| 
| 


Rowland Leigh writing new play | 


| 


Pierre Monteux and his orchestra 


first French group in Germany since} 


war, 


Last week in November not a new 
play opened except Palais Royal 


Berlin 


By Max Magnus 





Joe May back from Paris. 

Max Mack to make a travel pice 
ture, 

Dr. 
Rome. 

Hermann Haller, 
50 years old. 

Leo B. Courth resigned from the 


Guido Bagier, Tobis, off te 


revue manager, 





farce, 
John 

tor, is 

caise, 


( 


Kelly 
how 


former Hollywood ac- 
going to Alliance Fran- 
eorge with the 
something 


Hansen finished 
Agence Economique for 
better, 

Paramount 
tant enough 
taurant, 

That new Jack Hylton 
of ‘Goodnight Sweetheart 
records, 

Martha Abba, one of the loveliest 


patronage now impor- 
to make or break a res- 
recording 
for Decca 


actresses in. town, dining at Le} 
Quirinal. 
Bobby Arnold presenting Billy 


with a daughter, and the whole fam- | 


ily okay. 
Since her first film was released 
Florence Walton now goes to all film 
gatherings. 
David Manners 


has a following 


abroad because he was over for two} 


years once 


Irvin Marks gave real Thanksgiv- 
ing dinner, theatre party, winding 
up at Fouquet’s. 


Herb Howe advised by his doctor 
to give up Perrier and take up cog- 
nac for a change. 

Herbert Howe delaying his return 


to America by making a lazy trip 
through Galveston. 
George de la Fouchadiere won- 


dering if ‘La Chienne’ will ever be 


done in New York. 
Jimmy Shields about the best- 
} liked Hollywoodian who's come to 


Paris in a long time. 

Mrs. Albert Powell, ex-diving 
beauty, giving a swimming exhibi- 
tion in the Lido pool. 

Walter Morosco complaining from 
London that they won't let him hire 


any more Americans, 
Kirst Bing Crosby records here; 
| recorded in America call for 36 frs. 


Made in England only 20 frs. 


It's the ‘Old Spanish Prisoner 
Trick’ now instead of the Rosary 
game for American chumps. 

Tito Schipa, Italian tenor, being 


presented with the Legion of Honor 
after a standee recital at the Opera. 

Doug Fairbanks Jr. planning to 
come over in Spring in time for 


| om ning here of his next French yer- 
| sion. 


} 





before he) 


Fox denying rumors in 
‘Paris-Midi’ about building studio 
here or even Jeasing for foreign ver- 
sions. 

Mrs. Harry 
here to visit 
mothér-in-law, at 


exe 


Frazee, Jr., with sons 
Elsie Frazee, her 
latter’s big Nice 


villa. 
Cecil de Mille expected through 
here any day to meet Valentin 


Kataev, Russian author, who's going 
back. 


Mme. Simone to have grand 
chance at Grusinskaya in French 
version of ‘Grand Hotel’ at the 


Folies Wagram. 
Roger Capellani being compli- 
mented at Michodiere opening for 


| having two films on the boulevards 


at the same time. 

The Mistinguett vocal dise of 
‘Garde-Moi,’ hit from her new show, 
has not yet been released although 
iv’s out in dance form. 

Just plain turkey dish went for 
one buck without anything else. at 
the American joints on Thanksgiv- 
ing. Places all packed. 

Americans dismayed at the num- 
ber of class Paris restaurants going 
‘prix fixe,’ which is French equiva- 
lent for our table d’hote. 

Francis A. Mangan planning a 
fortnight in Paris, spending a hectic 


| three Gays turning down outside of- 


Jean D’Arcy taking an apartment | 


The new Michodiere show is nine- | 


tenths Victor Boucher, 
Alice Terry has a new throne for 
her directorial activities. 
Herbie Gorman is going back to 
America after two years. 
The town is flooded with 
letters from all directions. 
Paramount gave a press showing 
of ‘An American Tragedy.’ 
Police Chief Chiappe cleaning out 
the promenoir at the Cigalle, 
Doug Fairbanks wants a 
churian visa for the stamp. 
Abel Gance making a go 
Russian films in Montmartre. 
Haven't been any Laurel 
Hardy comedies around lately. 
Trying out new processes at Para- 
|} mount and barring all visitors. 
Possibilities of Chevalier Euro- 
i} pean season with Ernest Rolls. 
| Dinah packing her club by selling 
ritzy atmosphere at pop prices. 
Who is the Delila who induced 
Jeff Cohn to part with his mop? 
| Who are all the Central European 


chain 


Man- 


of his 


ritics who crash the openings. 
Overcoats look longer for men. 
Fewer of hatless crowd around, 
Billy Reardon, former Irene Castle 
dancing partner, is much society. 
Lita Chaplin's kids like the Puncl 
and Judy on the Champs Elys-ce: 
(suv Crosswell Smith snubbine the 
i English-speeking press some mor 


| French 


} rected 


and | 


fers, and rushing back to London. 
Everyone in film business anxious 
for new Metro dubbed versions (in 
Hollywood) of Norma Shearer, Joan 
Crawford and William Haines fea- 
tures, 
There may be a crisis on, but the 


daily sales at the famous Hotel 
Drouot, auction house, show some 
amazingly high prices for books, 


jewelry and furniture. 

Virst-run Paris theatr®s strangely 
lacking in French-made films by 
companies, Four German 
films showing, six American origi- 
nals, 2 American dubbed, 1 Ameri- 
can made. 

Hollywood French colony now 
operating here with Francoise Rosay 
to make a film authored and di- 
by Jacques Feyder, and Ar- 


lette Marchal to stage a comeback 
in it. . Title is ‘1940.’ 
Most distinguished party of the 


week just before opening of 
lah Bankhead in ‘My Sin.’ A friend 
of hers bought the house for pri- 
vate midnight showing and invited 
all other friends of the star, 

New Buster Keaton film on double 
bill with Baron Gourgaud ravel 
film, made jin Africa, at Cinema des 
Champs Elysees. Society turned out 
because Baroness Gourgaud is for- 
mer Eva Gebhard, American society 
girl. 

] , with 
most deserted, attempting 
il by means of Fri 


feestan nts Inschine he vils 


A’ es iilitip meavil 


Ciro’ a! 


aan 


Talul- 


board of Emelka, 


|} Igo Sym going to Vienna to play 
| in a musical revue 
} Theo Shall back from Switzer- 
land In demand here. 

Julien Duvivier, French director, 
under observation in clinic. 

A new film theatre opened in 
what was Berlin broadcasting sta- 
; tion, 
| Wiliy Kollo has done over Oscar 
Wilde's play, Bunburry,’ as an 
operetta 

Ernst Neubach, librettist, will di- 
j}rect his first picture with Olga 


Tschechowa. 
Franz Molnar writing a new play, 


;}entitled ‘Wenn Napoleon....’ (If 
Napoleon....’). 
Paul Dessau off to Paris for com- 


| position of music of three Para- 


mount pictures. 

Oskar Messter and Max Sklada- 
| nowski fighting over who invented 
| cinematography. 

Oscar Straus writing a new oper- 
ettia for Fritzi Massary, ‘The Garter 
of the Marquess.’ 

Vicky Baum back 
wood, intends to 
about Hollywood. 

The National Socialists intend to 
produce’ pictures for exhibition 


Holly- 
novel 


from 
write a 


across the country. 
Willy Fritsch better after a se- 
rious operation, and will start his 


picture of December. 

Rumors Curtis Melnitz to become 
representative of the German office 
of Hays’ organization here. 

Alexander Moissi’s Napoleon play, 
‘The Creat Prisoner,’ will be re- 
vived at Volksbuehne theatre. 

Dr. Kurt Muehsam, 50, one of the 
most important Berlin film critics, 
died, due to motor car accident. 

Johnny Moebius from Schwan- 
necke opens a new restaurant for 
show folk at Kurfuerstenstrasse. ¢/ 

Blandine Ebinger, former wife of 
the composer, Friedrich Hollaender, 
sued her husband for paying jer 
revenue, 

Emil Jannings 
Melzer in Vienna, 
hart Hauptmann’s 
mann Henschel.’ 

Max Hansen in Vienna for the 
premiere of his picture, ‘Wer Nimmt 
Die Liebe Ernst?” (‘Who Takes 
Love Seriously ?’). 

Otto Gebuehr will play at Wallner 
theatre without pay to help one of 
his pupils, Erika Feldmeyer, who 
will have her debut. 

Margaret Pasternak, American 
girl, plays the lead in Paul Abra- 
ham’'s operetta, ‘Viktoria and Her 
Hussar.’ First time on stage. 

Grete Mosheim was signed by 
Rotter brothers for the play by 
Hans Mueller, ‘Morgen Geht’s Uns 
Gut’ (‘Tomorrow We Will Be Fine’). 

Hansi Niese, Viennese actress, 
invited to guest play in New York 
in the play ‘Der Sturm im Wasser- 
glas’ (‘The Storm in the Water 
Glass’). 

Fritz Kortner after differences 
with State Director Heinz Hilpert 
at rehearsals for ‘Anton and Cleo- 
patra, gave up his part. Moissi 
goes in. 

Richard Tauber, on his return 
from America, will create the 
operetta of Richard Strauss, done 
over by Erich Wolgang Korngold, 
‘Das Ligd der Liebe’ (‘The Song of 
Love’). 


and Margarete 
rehearsing Gere- 
drama, ‘Fuhr-« 


By Rene Canizares 

Cargoes of nags arriving. 

Mae Murray spent a week here. 

Helen Twelvetrees was in town. 

Gus Van will m. c. at the Casino, 

B. A. Rolfe passed en route for 
Calif. 

Jimmy Bigelow again m. cing at 
the Plaza hotel. 


Mliseo (Mama Inez) Grenet going 
for tour of So. America, 

Two Cuban rumbas with hot 
lyrics banned from the air. 

Judges instructed not to sign 


evictions during tourist season. 


Newspapers still struggling. Of- 
fering cash prizes to pick up cir- 
culation. 
| Nat Liesbeskind plugging the 


Vitaphone short, ‘Havana Cocktail,’ 
made by Castro's orch. 

Popular Cuban tune in the States 
doesn't get much play here. Com 
| poser dedicated it to boy friend, 

Hawthorne Hurst and Mrs. of 
'N. Y. ‘Daily News’ here, planning to 

write book with Cuban background, 
| The BIP Pictures Co., local firm, 
installed Art-Rogers sound equip- 
| ment, and says it will start filming 





and recording. 

The Mauretania specialty show 
rave presentation at the Hotel 
Nacional. Appeared later at Monte 
|martre cabaret. 

Harold Van Buren had the stock 
company aboard the ‘Mauretania’ at 
the Comedia theatre, presenting 
Familv Affairs.’ 

Two new cabarets opened. One 
paving musicians $2 nightly for 10 
to 4 session with an hour of radie 
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Miami 
By Frank R'chardson 


Roman Pools cpen. 
Kly-by-night boys 
here. 

Ollie Webb opens Coffee Shop in 
Roman Pools. 

Frank Bruen trying to raise 
money to finish Tropical Park. 
Charlie Gougiss will be on the 
job for M. J. Meehan & Co. as 
usual. 
Cieorge 


swarming in 


Beac 


Palm h. 
informally 


opens 


Lamaze in 
Patio Lamaza 
Dec. 15. 

Jimmy 
the ring 
of Miami. 

rank Dineen arrived and is get- 
ting ready to open his spot in North 
Miami Beach. 

572 thoroughbreds nominated for 
the eight important stake races at 
Park. Entries closed last 


Maloney here, forsaking 
for the law at University 


Hialeah 
night. 

New Jersey mob negotiating for 
Deauville in spite of edict passed 
around that the beach will be 
closed. : 

Lew Stark here for the new brok- 
erage combination, Fenner, Beane, 
Ungerleider. He will have charge 
of all Florida offices. 

Ann Harding and company of 12 
arrived in Sarasota to film exter- 
iors for Miss Harding’s new pic- 
ture. Tay Garnett, director. 

Alpine Blitch, 732-pound fat girl, 
is back home after a season with 
Model Shows. Alpine is 20 and said 
to be the world’s fattest girl. 

Hotels open on the beach include 
the Roney Plaza, Pancoast and 
Boulevard. Blackstone opens Dec. 
15; Fleetwood and Floridian Jan. 1; 
Flamingo and King Cole Jan. 4. 

Major Alexander P. deSeversky, 
former Russian prince but now an 
officer in the reserve corps, will 
demonstrate iis ‘waltzing plane’ in 





Angeles, in February, and to Port- 
land, Ore., in March. 

Few weeks ago Bobby Callahar 
and Warren Jackson split their 
vaude act, Callahan uniting with 
Charlie Delaney and Jackson team- 
ing with Lou Archer. Two teams 
broke in here last week, former at 
the Warfield, and latter at the 
Golden Gate. Both did practically 
the same act and played only across 
the street from each other. 





Denver 


J. T. Sheffield on his way to Seat- 
tle overland. 

Ethel Stein, Col. cashier, married 
to Herman Horwich. 

Jack O’Bryan, Col. salesman, re- 
signed and left for Frisco. 


S. N. Feinstein, former manager 
tadio exchange, now selling for 


Pathe-Radio. 

The only Publix baby in Denver, 
Walter Richard Shuttee, has a 
tooth. His dad managed the Rialto. 

The case of Sheffield vs. Sullivan- 
Nolan and others for conversion of 
property has been postponed until 
Feb. 

Mrs. Marie Reid won a prelim- 
inary decree of divorce from Charles 
H. Reid, musician. Property settle- 
ment made out of court. 

KFEL has added Consolidated 
Press leased wire and puts service 
on the air in ten periods daily of 
five to fifteen minutes each. 

L. J. Finske, district manager for 
Publix, wrecked a coupe driving 
from Denver to Pueblo. He was 
bruised but otherwise uninjured. 


Rialto, closed for remodeling, 
leaves only four first runs here. 
New Orpheum and Rialto under 


another name will open Christmas 
day. 





the Fourth Annual All American 
Air Show. 
Al Quodbach back in business 


again. 

Eddie Grossman bets nickels, and 
collects. 

Beo Salkin dropped 15 lbs. after 
a week of the flu. 

New little bright eyed p.a. on the 
street is Esther Aronson. 

Benny Fields is a chump at 
pinochle for his brothers. 

Ted Healy is in a quandary but 
nobody knows what about. 

Now that Maury Greenwald has 
left there’s nobody around to burn 
Sam Roberts. 

Benny Rubin, out of ‘Girl Crazy,’ 
scrammed Miamiward with the mis- 
sus for a rest, 2 

R. C. MacMullen rarely visits the 
loop now since moving to the Sheri- 
dan theatre building. 

While Thelma Todd has changed 
to Alison Lloyd it’s still Todd on the 
U.A. marquee in ‘Corsair.’ 

Ashton Stevens in his review of 
‘Payment Deferred’ went ga-ga over 
Charles Laughton’s hands. 

Henry Herbel qualifying as a sci- 
entific psychologist following the 
use of ‘Frankenstein’ in an emotion- 
detector test. 

L. M. Rubens’ daughter, Charlotte, 
is pouring her notes into a WLAP, 
New York, mike under the moniker 
of Charlo Day. 

Report that Aaron Fox had $2,- 
000,000 to build a theatre in town 
had Aaron Jones searching the burg 
for him to sell him the Woods and 
Garrick sites. 

Solly Ward, at the Great Northern 
in ‘Marching By,’ now makes it 
three NVA vice-presidents currently 
spotted in legit shows here. Others 
are Phil Baker and Ted Healy. 

Bill Pine, Lou Lipstone, Will Har- 
ris, Shirley Brenner and Helen 
Kurniker got their pictures in the 
papers as judges in the Fanchon & 
Marco, Publix-B. & K. and Chicago 
‘American’ stage career contest. 
And all howled about the shots not 
doing ’em justice. 





San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 


Cliff Work in town again. 

Mickey Hester here for Con Con- 
rad. 

‘Stage Struck,’ in German, at Fil- 
marte, 

Marsden 
poison oak. 

>. George Nyklicek writing a genu- 

ane Chinese opera. 


Argall has a case of 


Sally Sweet, former U player, 
warbling at Bal Tabarin. 

Orph giving coffee and sand- 
wiches, with Life Savers. 

Tommy Harris doubling from 
KFRC to Mission and _ Fillmore 
theatres. 

Before a ‘Variety’ mugg even 
opens his mouth Charlie Thall 


screams, ‘I don‘t know!’ 

Enno Lion, former theatre owner, 
back after a year around the world. 
Says ‘no depression in Java.’ 

Connor Twins celebrated a birth- 
day while playing the Golden Gate. 
Rube Wolf, too, had a birthday. 

KFRC's Happy Go Lucky hour 
returns to Shrine Auditorium, Los 


Vv’ 


Arnold Gurtler spoke at the di- 
rectors’ meeting in Chicago of the 
National Assn. of Amusement Parks 
and went on to New York to select 
next year’s Elitch stock plays. 
Cyril Kay-Scott, director of the 
Denver Art Museum and painter, 
filed suit for divorce in Santa Fe 
from Mrs. Phyllis Kay-Scott. Mrs. 
Scott writes children’s stories un- 
der the name of Josie Turner. She 
is living in New York. 


Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 





Luella Melius giving auditions. 
City Kermis postponed until 1933. 
‘House Beautiful’ at Pabst Dec. 


Communists ask all local jobless 
be given $150. 

Warner State putting on double 
features first half week. 

Old Armory building suggested 
for unemployed clubrooms. 
Sherman Brown at his new job as 
asst. sec. of the Park Board. 
Vaudeville once more at Majes- 
tic with alterations completed. No 
date. 

Melvyn Douglas and Ralph Bell- 
amy of films once played stock at 
Madison. 

Fox Strand now double featuring. 
Jimmy Devine keeps on opening 
dance halls. 

Judge Louis Fitz Henry declared 
it illegal to use brandy and rum in 
Wisconsin food. 

Gov. LaFollette asks $17,750,000 
for unemployment relief by means 
of chain, gift and income taxes. 

John R. Pierce, who died in 
Rochester, N. Y., once managed the 
old Bijou in the palmy days of 
shotgun opera. 

Gasoline bootlegging quiz on in 
state and city. Seems some of the 
boys are collecting the state gas 
tax and forgetting it. 

John Quinlan, asst. at RKO 
Riverside, transferred to RKO Ri- 
voli, Toledo. Succeeded by Matty 


Fox from Fox’s Main Street, Ra- 
cine, Wis. . 
Alfred Hiles Bergen, baritone, 


prominent locally after many years 
of concert a~* theatre work, used 
to be halfback at East Division. 
Directs Lyric male chorus. 

Tony Thenee recovering after a 
fall that resulted in spinal and leg 
injuries. Red Spooner, also of the 
Davidson staff, taken to hospital 
seriously ill with a stomach com- 
plaint. 


Peggy Patton of the ‘News’ is 
Gladys Becker in real life. But it 
is Catherine Pannill Mead’s real 


name—she does music for the ‘Sen- 


tinel” Richard S. Davis, ‘Journal’ 
drama expert, uses no nom de 
Plume. He's as good at covering a 


football game as a concert or drama 
and he’s mighty good at those. 

Roy Foley, ‘News’, turns out 
serials in a pinch in addition to 
covering shows. For competition he 
has Irving Ramsdell of the ‘Senti- 
nel,” who writes mystery books as 
a side line to drama, reporting. 
Larry Lawrence, ‘Journal,’ pinch 
hits with a six-day palpitator for 
his green sheet whenver need 
arises. 














Hollywood 


Pat Somerset on a $10-a-day check 
at Paramount. 

Production meetings now termed 
‘reduction’ meetings. 
Markey is here to do an 
‘McCall's’ on the 


Morris 
article for 
ony. 

Herbert O. Yardley, code expert, 
cryptology. 

Carmen 
theatre man, 
Considine, Jr. 

Two worst looking dressing 
gowns in pictures belong to Johnny 
Weismuller and Stubby Kruger. 

Edward Biery, husband of Ruth 
Biery, operated on at the Holly- 
wood hospital for appendicitis. 

Fredric March, finishing a dual 
role in ‘Jekyl and Hyde,’ does an- 
other two-in-one in ‘Black Robe.’ 

Suggested by friends that Tony 
have his appendix removed, too, so 
he and Tom Mix can talk about 
their operations. 

Jane Darwell, a member of Jesse 
L. Lasky’s original picture stock 
company 20 years ago, is at Para- 
mount for a tit in ‘No One Man.’ 
Fanchon & Marco is changing the 
name of its Oriental Idea, ‘Japansy,’ 


Pantages, 


re-engaged to John 


this title being figured too sug- 
gestive. New label will be ‘Japa- 
knees.’ 


Joe Mankiewicz in the Cedars of 
Lebanon while specialists puzzle out 
why he is okay day times, but runs 
a temperature at night. 

Artie Mehlinger, former Harms 
rep, now in Warner pictures play- 
ing auctioneers, stock peddlers and 
other dynamic characters, 

Joe Krumgold training to be the 
best informed man in Hollywood. 
Says he is getting all the dirt by 
keeping his ear to the ground. 
George Naylor replaced Joe Gold- 
berg as western division manager 
for Columbia. Naylor has been St. 
Louis division manager for Col. for 
four months, 

Being English, George Arliss 
paid no atteniion to Thanksgiving 
and made his ‘Man Who Played 
God’ company go through their 
paces that day. 

Owen Fallon, one time leader of 
the band at Wilson’s, is now play- 
ing the drums there with the Har- 
ley Luce combo. 

Roads are blocked to the Paul 
Snell Silver Lake estate, so he'll 
stay in town unless someone gives 
him a snow shovel. 

A library of commercials having 
the biographies of film players is 
the object of S. O. Porter, who is 
trying to get studios’ help in col- 
lecting the material, 

George Burr Mac Annan, usually 
cast in pictures as a gangster, has 
opened a print shop and is selling 
copies of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence along the boulevard. 


Westchester 


By Al Crawford 





Knight Macgregor, singer, Mr. 
Vernon, hurt in auto crash. 

Broadway, Yonkers pic. house, has 
cut shows to Fri., Sat. and Sun. 

John H. Hill, for 30 years warden 
of Westchester county jail, to retire 
Jan. 1. 

Peggy Conklin, legit, Dobbs Ferry, 
out of Tarrytown hospital after 
minor op. 

Leo Bulgakey opened rep. co. at 


County Center, White Plains. Nites 
and Sat. mat. 
Larry Nannarelle’s ‘7-10’ club, 


New Rochelle, 
opening night. 

Estimated theatre benefits for un- 
employed in Westchester brought in 
around $19,000. 

The veteran, Mrs. Leslie Carter, 
in ‘Stella Dallas’ was guest star 
with Mt. Vernon stock. 

Walter Van Taub, 29, who said he 
was an actor when arrested on vag. 
charge in Mt. Vernon, was freed. 

Lebistes Raticulatus might have 
won first prize at fish show, County 
Center, White Plains, but for bad 
temper. 

Vaude at Victoria, Ossining, 
and Sun. Bill changed each 
One of houses taken from 
Skouras. 

Hiram S. Brown, RKO head, sub- 
ject of one of Alissa Keir’s ‘famous 
neighbors’ series running in chain 
of Westchester dailies. 

Johnny Farrell, golf star, and 
Catherine Theresa Hush married at 
Bronxville. Bride appeared with 
him in series of golf shorts. 

Richards’ restaurant, Tuckahoe, 
purchased by Henry Schmidt and 
Murray Dirbaum, owners of Mer- 
hen’s Inn, Bronx. Richards’ cost 
$450,000 to build three years ago. 

Mrs, Catherine Yewdell, White 
Plains, granted separation from Jo- 
seph Yewdell, orchestra leader, and 
allowed $65 weekly alimony. Yew- 
dell was last heard of in Keno, 
where he is said to have been 
granted a divorce, after which he 


raided by feds on 


Sat. 
day. 
Fox by 





col- | 


has the Pathe lot dizzy fooling with | 


daughter of | 





married Merie A. Johnson Scars- 
dale. F 
Will of Lincoln A. Wagenhals, 


who died recently at Montrose, filed 
at White Plains. Widow, Mrs. 
Caroline F. Wagenhals, gets bulk of 
estate, value of which is not given. 
James Hadlock, also known as Col- 
lin Kempner, partner of the dece- 
dent, is given a trust fund of $20,000, 
and a Mary L. Wagenhals, 


sister, 


Columbus, Ohio, gets a $50,000 trust} 


' 
| 
| 
| fund. 
| 
| 
| 


Boston 


By Len Libbey 








Unemployed benefits turned over 
| $21,000. 

Hub opera season opens Feb. 1 
with Chicago opera, 

Hollis St. theatre due to open Dec. 
28, for the first time in a year. 

Miss Fanchon' supervising the 
Met’s first Fanchon & Marco unit. 

Bike races at Garden in January. 
Garden ticket takers attired in dress 
suits. 

Wrestling war on, 
booked for Wednesday, 
and Friday nights, 

E. Ray Goetz’s ‘Star Dust’ due 
for a Saturday night opening on 
Dec. 26 at the Colonial, 

Johnson's 300 club is the town’s 
latest night resort. Top salary for 
night club waiters here is $75. 

Theatre man can’t remember 
when so many old timers were out 
as Maude Adams drew to the Co- 
lonial. 

The cover charge at the Hotels 
Bradford and Brunswick has been 
lifted, holidays and Saturdays in- 
cluded. 

‘All You Can Eat’ signs on three 
of Newspaper ‘Row’'s’ first class res- 
taurants. One 60 cents and the 
others 55c. 

Lew Conrad and ‘Salon Moderne’ 
Musketeers orchestra at the Stat- 
ler. Lew booked for some of the 
debutante parties this winter. 

The Bartenders’ Mutual Benefit 
Association celebrated its 50th an- 
niversary at the American house. 
Richard W. Garrity elected presi- 
dent. 


with shows 
Thursday 





Reno 


Aaron Fox, brother William Fox, 
here on brief business visit but will 
not talk, 

Total of 3,698 divorces granted 
here since May 1 and 3,783 marriage 
licenses issued. 

Arthur Brisbane gives Boulder 
dam construction work once over 
and will write about it. 

Reno business streets decorated 
with fir trees trimmed with colored 
lights creating Christmas spirit. 

California Ski Association to hold 
annual meet here in February on 
new ski course now being completed. 

Henry W. Starr, radio singer over 
KPO, San Francisco, and Helen 
Hutchinson of Chicago married here 

Kenneth Harlan returns to Holly- 
wood after Jade Room Club closed 
Dec. 1. Says he’s going into pic- 
tures again. Here four months. 

State Senator P. R. Coryell, mem- 
ber legislative fish and game com- 
mittee, arrested for shooting pheas- 
ants out of season, cost him $100. 
_F. W. McKechnie, Jr.,-former S. 
Fr. newspaperman purchases Nevada 
State Journal’ from Former Gov. J. 
G. Scrugham. ‘Journal’ is Reno 
morning daily. 


Newark — 


By C. R. Austin 





Maude Adams big at the Shubert. 

Edgar Wallack is the new man- 
ager at Skoura’s Terminal. 

The Sanford, Irvington (WRB), 
running no stage show, has Dr, Y. 
a mystic. 

The Fox Terminal, recently ac- 
quired by Skouras, still carries the 
name ‘Fox’ in all billing. 

Big Christmas rush in the stores. 

Unemployment benefit midnight 
shows a disappointment. 

Everybody in Newark knows that 
the Mosque will reopen with vaude 
except Harry Kalmine. 

Despite depression, a large num- 
ber of places with dancing, dining 
and shows have opened here and in 
the suburbs. 

Warner men here lost $3 
with the Philadelphia oy By 
narrow margin. Philly business just 
a wee bit better, 
Louis Gilbert returned to Warner 
fold and managing the Millburn 
Millburn. House, which had been 
leased, taken back by WB. 

The police got everybody sore by 
allowing no parking within three 
blocks of the Shubert this week. 
0 to be Frank Smith's bright 

In East Orange two houses’ un- 
employment show Saturday grossed 
less than $12. Mayor blamed for 
not pushing idea after refusing to 
allow a Sunday show > 





Montreal 


No snow so far. 

City gone Badminton crazy. 

Christmas slump holding off tg 
date. : 

Full meals at two bits all 
town. 

Phil Maurice putting on six cab 
ret acts. 

Police chief dismissal stil] 


——, 
— 





over 


ae 


a COe 

nundrum. 

Tom Archer getting fan mai! on 
music critiques. 

Department stores taking foure 
page space in ‘Star.’ 

Handbooks running capacity all 
|} over city with let-up by police, 

Frank Calder mugged in ‘Star as 


‘in action’ seated at empty desk. 

Lionel Shapiro, traveling with 
hockey team, sees Americans first. 

Tom Cleary adding Carnerae 
Campolo fight picture at Princess. 

Full slate United Amusement di. 
rectors re-elected annual meeting. 

Canada's population officially tops 
10,000,000 mark. Montreal has 1,000,. 
000 of them. 

Local radio getting worse. Even 
ans who think Kreisler is a motor- 
car starting to kick. 

Sam and Al Bronfman again put 
up $4,000 for Montreal-Quebec snow. 
shoe race in February. 

Regina Rough Riders bring own 
referee for championship game, thus 
starting plenty trouble. 


Confederated Theatres, Ltd., ope- 
rating six theatres when Chateau 
opens Wednesday (week 14), all 


nabes, big biz on French pictures, 

Romeo Bondette first president 
Canadian Moving Picture Operators’ 
Union, Local No. 2, including all 
United Amusement Corporation ope. 
rators. 





Tacoma 


Local Fox Rialto boosting ‘Shops 
ping News’ on screen. Not making 
any hit with newspapers. 

The hook and ladder boys and the 
Tacoma flat feet meet in combat on 
the football field for charity. Sell- 
out. 

An average of six carloads of 
Christmas trees and holly wreaths 
leaving for the east daily from this 
section. 

Ralph Capone, brother of Al, will 
be given a reception when he are 
rives here en route to McNeil’s Ise 
land and Federal hoosegow. Tae 
coma is the gateway to this famous 
prison. 

When the mayor wants to put 
over his argument he calls in his 
secretary, a former newspaper man, 
who produces a large scrap book 
and asks the other city dads to 
read their back promises. 

When Capt. Frank Hawks cire 
cled Mount Tacoma before his ate 
tempted fast hop from Vancouver, 
B. C., to Mexico, he was accome 
panied in another plane by a news 
cameraman and photographer. The 
gas line in the latter plane froze 
at the high altitude and the men 
dropped 5,000 feet toward the 
crevasses, but luckily the gas line 
cleared before the crash. 


~ Rochester 


By Don Record 





Winter comes. 

Woodpile established to give bos 
exercise. 

Rochester's Al Capone ordered to 
close up tight by March 1. Why? 
Pullman theatre remodeled fo? 
dance hall, with Charlie Williams, 
orchestra. 

Fur show given by Meng & Sha- 


fer with stage show at Loew's 
Rochester. 
Council of Jewish Women sell- 


ing tickets for RKO Palace to aid 
scholarship fund. 
Sixty-five conventions bringing 
25,000 people booked for next year, 
breaking all records. 
Heinie Clune of the ‘D & C.’ cov- 
ered the show given by the woman 
inmates of Auburn prison. 
Old Reynolds Arcade, once social 
and literary center of city, to be 
replaced by office building. 
Joe Cook in ‘Fine and 
first musical show in two 
packed them at the Lyceum. 
Howard Hanson, director of the 
Eastman theatre, on music commits 
tee of the Chicago World's Fair. 
Portrait of George Eastman by 
Charles Hopkins of Boston unveiled 
in the University of Rochester Li- 
brary. 
So many U. of R. students flunked 
an English quiz that the instructo! 
tried it on a professor. He got 72, 
just squeaking by. . 
It took eleven authors to write 
progressive plays produced by In- 
timate Arts theatre, amateur group. 
Named ‘Meanwhile Upstairs. 
Eastman School of Music stu- 
dents scorn drumsticks. Of 1,290 12 
ten years, only one, Raymond 
Hasenauer, took up percussion. , 
Benetit shows for unemployed 1 
Hornell netted three truck loads ? 
food, including turkeys; in Batavia, 
$1,000 and in Rochester, $12,000. ly 
Odenbach restaurant, doing badly 
of late, put in a floor show — 
packed ’em. Ethel McWilliams ane 


Dandy,’ 
Vv ears, 





Mildred Dworkin, featured dancet>: 

Christmas Ballet, directed ad 
four dancing teachers and spon 
sored by the Civic Music Asso a 
tion, Dec. 18 and 19 at the bas 
man. 
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Kansas City 


By Will R. Hughes 





Mort Singer here conferring with 
union officials. 

Hotel Baltimore, 
hands of a receiver. 

Lou B. Metzger conducted a meet- 
ing for picture distributors. 

Milton Feld here for a couple of 
@gavs and nota line in the papers. 

Christmas greens and decora- 
tions on the downtown streets. 

The town has averaged a con- 
wention a day for the past year. 

Jacques Wilson is the latest ad- 
dition to the Gayety burlesquers. 

Wayne Daillard has moved his 
office from St. Louis and will make 
this his headquarters. 

‘Red,’ Loew’s Midland parrot, 
stolen last week, still missing. 
Claim he was mistaken for a tur- 
key. a 

Kansas City’s employment 
gram started when 1,200 men 
put to work on different civic 
ects. 

Karyl Norman, Mainstreet this 
week, first time he has played the 
house and first time here or seven 
years. 

The old towers of Electric park, 
one of the electric wonders of the 
day, fell this week under the wreck- 
ers’ hands. 

Maurice Cain is putting the Gay- 
ety stock burlesque over. He gave 
away 25 turkeys at the Thanksgiv- 
ing eve show. 

A stranger walked up to the ticket 
window of the Gayety and asked for 
a ticket to Sedalia. Thought he was 
in a bus station. 

This Thanksgiving was a real one 
for union picture operators who 
have been idle since the first of Oc- 
tober. The strike was settled the 
night before. 

md Cochrane has referred thirty- 
two major football games this sea- 
son, traveling from Dallas to Chi- 
cago, and from Manhattan, Kansas, 
to New York. 

‘Ace’ sojourning in Chicago while 
broadcasting ‘easy Aces’ three times 
a week, continues to contribute his 
column ‘lobbying’ to the Sunday 
‘Journal-Post.’ 

Picture theatres turned in $3,922 
to the unemployment fund. The 
Junior League's ‘Follies,’ given dur- 
ing the horse show, increased the 
same fund $2,000. 

Frank J. Dean has resigned as 
vice president of the United Hotels 
of the South and West, and the 
district managership of the United 
Hotels of America. 

Thirty years ago the directors of 
Convention hall asked Louis Shouse 
to help them out temporarily. He 
has been there as manager ever 
since a.d is now wondering when 
they will give him a permanent job. 

Forty years ago this week the 
following well-known luminaries 
were featured at local theatres: At 
the Gillis, Joseph Jefferson, Louis 
James, Mrs, John Drew, Viola Al- 
len and Frederick Paulding; at the 
Caotes, Fanny Davenport and Mel- 
bourne McDowell; at the Audi- 
torium, Julia Marlowe and Robert 
Tabor; at the Grand, Donnelly and 
Girard and at the Ninth Street Fur- 
guson and Mack, and, although the 
town had but a third of its present 
population, big business prevailed. 


Birmingham 


By Bob Brown 


650 rooms, in 


pro- 
were 
proj- 





Bombs continue. 

Al Fine to Miami for the winter. 

Joe Ford helping out at the Tem- 
ple. 

Holly wood 
ville again. 

Myrtle Snell back from vacation- 
fing in Florida. 

Cock fighting is due for a sock. 
Humane society. 

WKEBC discontinued Cascade Sat- 
urday night broadcasts. 

George Steele will get a haircut 
when business picks up. 

Bill Nappi has moved over to the 
Tutwiler for the winter. 

Another groundhog for the zoo. 
There are eight of them now. 

Abe Borisky, megr., of Chat- 
tanooga made a hole in one. 

Pearl McKinney back on the air 
again, one of the ‘Harmony Twins.’ 

Turner Jordan dared the cold 
Weather the other day with a 
hat on. 

James Murphy and Joseph Noble 
came over from Macon for the 
jubilees. 

Bill Pape of the Mobile station is 
now vice-presidenting a paint com- 
pany in Houston. 

Bill Cather has given up trying 
to break even with boxing matches 
at the old Lyric. 

Berts Gilbert will be sorry when 


Show Boat at Nash- 


the football season is over. His 
finances have improved. 
Birmingham may be the world's 
best baseball town but it’s. the 
world’s worst football town. 
©. M. Moore has grabbed the 


Princess at Enterprise. Wise has 
disposed of the Cameo at Avondale. 

Leon Friedman, old friend of Lil- 
lian Leitzel, notified of funeral serv- 


ices to be held at Long Beach, Cal, 
Dec, 10, 

This town is gone nuts over 
Jubilees. With every edition of the 


local newspapers you get another 
one free. 

With all the hired help around 
Vernon Reaver chose to toss hay for 





three camels in the Xmas parade 
personally. 

Raymond Hester, former mer., 
Erlanger, has gone in as asst. mer. 
Thomas Jefferson hotel; all actors 
stop at Jefferson. 

Earl Simpson is making a go of 
the Rainbow Gardens for the sec- 
ond season. No night club in the 
Ham ever went that long before, 


Washington 
By John Daly 


Leonard Bergman visiting his old 
friend, Steve Cochran. 

Corbin Shield sees visions 
vaudeville staging a comeback. 

Ira Bennett, editor-in-chief of the 
‘Post,’ ill with la grippe. Better 
now. 

Hardie Meakin gets a new derby, 
celebration of business at Keith's 
RKO, best of the year. 

George Parson has written a book, 
‘Discovery of the Earth’—a high- 
toned tome in astronomy. 

Flo Ziegfeld, before leaving town 
said he will open his new Bert Lahr 
production here some time in 
January. 

Mrs. Eleanor Patterson, editor of 
Hearst’s ‘Herald,’ decides to remain 
in Washington while the big show 
is on at Capitol Hill. 

Arnold Kruckman resigns as di- 
rector of pageantry for the George 
Washington Bi-centennial Commis- 
sion, District chapter. 

Congressman Vincent Carter, of 
Wyoming, takes off his hat at a 
rummage sale and a smart young 
saleslady sells the lid. 

Burton Holmes given a farewell 
luncheon by Col. C. DeForrest 
Chandler, with Japanese-Russo war 
correspondents present. 

Senator Warren Barbour, Mor- 
row’s successor, once amateur 
heavyweight champion of the world 
and hailed by Jim Corbett as the 
only one worthy of meeting Jack 
Johnson—at that time. 


of 





Youngstown 


By Herman Bonchek 


Bill Dodwell has a new dog. 

Christmas booze worst since pro- 
hibition. 

Stee] mills at 30 per cent capacity, 
low ebb. 

Bert Smith’s Players due back at 
Hip next week. 

Rob Batman almost wept when 
his dog died this week. 

Dome, showing second run, down 
town, is 15 cents. State promptly 
closed. 

Bud Mansell blushes when he’s 
asked about the two families he fed 
Thanksgiving Day. 

Charlie Leedy shared limelight 
with Ambassador Gerard at Cleve- 
land Rotary club banquet. 

‘Bonesetter’ Reese, who healed 
many a vaudeville artist, Rae Sam- 
uels, Joe Robinson, etc., died at 76. 

Esther Hamilton’s midnight bene- 
fit for Alias Santa club at Hippo- 
drome nets $1,130. Judges, bankers, 
millionaires were candy butchers. 

Dave Robbins cut Warner, most 
beautiful show house in Ohio, to 
two bits any time. Park was next. 
S. S. Solomon still holding 35-cent 
rate. 

Hippodrome has been papering to 
attract crowd to Hip arcade, where 
20 merchants are getting three 
months’ free rent in effort to fill up 
vacant building. 

Bookies get permanent injunction 
against police. Same week two 
downtown bookies held up and 
robbed of $2,500 with 25 customers 
lined up against wall. 


Detroit 


By Lee Elman 








Sonny Gale back in town and 
working at the High Hat. 

Dave Davidson would turn misog- 
ynist if he knew what it meant, 

Lyndon Young is living out in the 
country, but ix on the chickens. 

Lance Kelly has MEN marked on 
his office door. Getting quite a play. 

Cliff ‘Won’t Talk’ Gieseman at 
the Michigan is holding off for hush 
money. 

Bill Raynor flying into N. Y. and 
| back this week. Gives him 
of hours in the air. 

John McDonald, private secretary 
to Nate Platt, doubles in his 
time, if any, in the unit title dept. 

Woman sends in a letter to Oscar 
Davis offering to eat two pounds of 
|} meat three times daily as a lobby 
| stunt. 
| Roy Kalver had a mash-up when 
jhe was hit by a taxi. Miracle is not 
| that he 
| lected. 
| Arnold 
i 





master 
hat to 
United 


Jursaky, concert 
at the Michigan, tips his 
| Osear Davis, manager of the 
Artists. 

| Reds staged a riot in front of the 
| Publix office building and the Pub- 
 lix crowd had choice seats for the 
demonstration, 


plenty 


spare | 


wasn't hurt but that he col- | 


New England 


Collection for unemployed = at 
Harvard-Yale tussle in Cambridge 
amounted to $13,224.73. 

Don Morton of WNBH and Paul 
Scott only two who made the grade 
for announcers at WAAB out of 300 





men granted auditions. 

Joseph H. Gauthier steps from 
Worcester ‘Post’ reportorial job 
Jan. 1 to become secretary to the 


new Democratic mayor. 
Twenty-five years ago George H. 
Leighton came from New Haven to 


Worcester as the new treasurer of 
the Worcester (legit) theatre. 
The item in this column about 


racketeers preying on fishermen 
was hopped onto by the New York 
dailies and made page one copy for 
a week. 

Four kids dropped stench bomb 
and sneezing powder in the Palace 
theatre, Worcester, but were cap- 
tured by house cop when one of ’em 
sneezed. 

Rochester, N. H., swings into the 
anti-blue law line and votes strong- 
ly in favor of Sunday film and 
vaude shows. Churches’ attempt to 
arouse opposition failed. 

Here are the receipts of some of 
the unemployment fund shows: 
Worcester, $1,100; Charlie Kane’s 
Park, Spencer, $454; Paramount and 
Gorman theatres, Framingham, 
$523.50. 

John Carter, Roland G. Pray, 
Theodore B. Bayliss and Harold B. 
Aldrich, oldtime associates of An- 
drew E. Hathaway, pioneer New 
Bedford showman, were among the 
throng that attended his funeral. 


Four men arrested after attack 
upon Joseph Racine and Romeo 
Raymond, ushers in balcony of 
Warner’s, Worcester, Worst dis- 


turbance he’d seen in 18 years of 
managing theatres, Manager Nayor 
said. 

Even if Publix did lose its license 
for a theatre, Brookline is assured 
of its first film house. The Rawson 
Construction Co. has notified the 
town fathers it is proceeding with 
its plans for a theatre. Company 
told to speed up or else lose its li- 
cense as Publix did for delaying 
work. 

As if there weren’t enough soci- 
eties to worry theatre managers, a 
group of R. I. women—who g0 
strong for that sort of thing—are 
planning a nation-wide organiza- 
tion to be known as Daughters of 
the United States Constitution. Aim 
to teach respect and loyalty for 
Constitution and to combat radical 
propaganda, 


Hartford 


By M. H. Hammer 








Jack Sanson is recovering. 

Burlesque is out so far as Hart- 
ford is concerned. No business on 
previous years. 

Shancupp shakes hands with Moe 
Silver on the latter’s inspection tour 
through New England. 

Maurice Cronin, city editor ‘Cour- 
ant,’ has a new assignment, speak- 
ing at local women’s clubs. 

Local theatres go amateur nights 
with the Palace, State and Cameo 


staging the entertainment every 
week, 
The City of Hartford opens its 


own grocery business, Thirty men 
are given work and merchandise is 
sold to city poor at cost. 

William Lewis, a neighbor of 
Winchell Smith, takes over direc- 
tion of opening of ‘The Tadpole’ 
next week, proceeds to go to local 
charity. 

Mayor Batterson appoints Ter- 
centenary committee to make plans 
| for gala celebration next year when 
the state will celebrate its birthday 
and first settlemen. 4 

Russell Rhodes, formerly Ameri- 
can consular agent in England and 
a Hartford newspaper man, now 
corresponding theatrical news for 
Hartford ‘Times’ from New York. 

Fox-Palace and Publix Allyn, both 
showing pictures in which Robert 
Ames featured, suspended perform- 
ances while he was being buried at 
the family plot in Hartford. 


exington, Ky. 
By Charles G. Dickerson 
ac 
coes city manager 
governor inaugurated Dec. 8. 


‘Charity benefit shows at four the- 
itres grossed $323. 








Town 


New 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


CHATTER 





Jan, 4. | 


Alamo, venerable film house at 
|} Paris ¢(Ky.), becomes a grocery 
| Helen Howard, society ed., back 
from three months in Europe, high | 


| hats newspaper fraternity. 
|} Bus 


Bartram, formerly of Saxton | 


and Bartram, standard vaude act, | 


as opened a sandwich shop. 
Trotting horsemen cheered 
at New York auction. 
yearling bred here brought $13,500, 
two-year-old $19,500. 
bookmakers racked up for 
in years, Reason, cops 


by 
prices One 
@ crack 

LAcal 
‘first time 


ifather has gone to Hollywood to 
ee him. 

Thanks to Walter Winchell for 
reading this column as evidenced 
by his Fred Stone item in the ‘Mii 
ror’ a couple of weeks ago. Though | 
how about investigating matter fur 
ther, Winehell? 

Madeline Holmes bored at the 
‘Jumber’ dance in lorest Hiill 
When asked if she ever lived in|‘ 
FE. H. she replied, ‘No, I was only 
born here.’ She is 18 and the sister 





raided news bureau handling results, 
cutting off track communication, 
Twenty city hall employes canned 
under regime of new city manager. 
Strand, films, offering economy 
With second runs at 25 cents top. 





Minneapolis 


Bernie Bierman, coach of unde- 
feated Tulane team, coming here ag 
Minnesota football coach. 


Charlie Zinn, manager of Uptown 
theatre, in sheepskin coat which 
does double duty for doorman. 

Crockett Brown, veteran local ex- 
hibitor, retired during past several 
years, bought theatre at Nashwauk, 
Minn. 


aie ae a oe a goetng Claude Hansen veteran local film 
shams in elfact so : ies eople to} ™@22. has bought halt interest in 
ee ie ply oe ge e<. ape - | Celebrated exchange from H. QO. 
act that Christmas 1S eally com | Mueridee 
"Stink bombs thrown same night], Charity football game here netted 
in Lexington Opera House and Ada | 45.000 and a Minnesota victory over 
Meade theatre. Opera House on 10- Ohio state to wind up season in 
cent film policy. Ada Meade offers blaze of glory. 
musical stock and films. Don McKay, State assistant man- 
ail = ager, turned ticket taker last week 
when aisle pilots wilted under pres- 
Galveston stag pros 
Dick Gaston, manager of RKO 
By George A. Seel Seventh Street, closed until Christ- 
mas, wanted back, but plans to 


‘We want vaudeville.’ 


‘We want road shows.’ 

In automobiles, in restaurants, in 
show windows, smal] posters like 
that. Stage hands’ union idea. 


Jules Garcia, pianist with Marshal 
van Pool’s orchestra at the Grotto, 
good over radio. 

Margaret Davis, formerly in 
vaudeville, now singing over KFUL 
here. Jack Sharpe at piano. 

Midnight relief matinees at Mar- 
tini, Queen and Tremont drew only 
$178. Lateness of hour to blame. 

The Doc Waddell, ‘spiritual ad- 
viser’ to Peter Kortes aggregation 
of freaks, preaching at leading 
churches here, while the freaks, 
spotted on the tnain stem, are do- 


ing business. 
Dallas 


By Rudy Donat 


bringing 





Taxi rides down 
to 25c. 

John Rosenfield, 
new office. 

First winter spell giving the ri- 
alto a break. 

City dads subjecting cops to in- 
telligence tests. 

Parkway, nabe, to M. S. 
monicker changed to Park. 

J. B. Underwood's doing a lot of 
booking for his new circuit. 

Ben Hill, ‘Dispatch’ sports scribe, 
clicking with WRR listeners. 

Joe Miller making go of RKO 
Capitol, chronic lemon of the stem. 

H. A. Daniels, UA rep, het up be- 
cause local prep school bragged 
about his son. 

J. E. Brecheen, Okla. City, around 
to help local consolidation of RKO- 
Pathe branches. 

Amateur vaudists working over- 
time in charity benefits. The town’s 
full of ’em, both. 

Palace ushers stepping out in 
new monkey suits, a la° Mexican 
type. Some guy said they have 
b. o. appeal for the flaps. 

Flock of Shakespeare bookers 
blue over Ben Greet’s tailspin. Go- 
ing by advance dope, they went in 


war 


‘News,’ rates a 


White, 


heavy for the Bard stuff, with 
Greet as opener. 

Virgil Caywood, Melba’s asst. 
p. a., and Johnny Stanfill, p. a., out. 
Fred McFadden, local kid, for the 
publicity job. Caywood left for 


coast to try his luck as an actor, 
By Harry Wilson 








Burns Mantle plays nice golf. 
Gordon Wallace has moved back 
Forest Hills. 
Kew Forest ‘Life's’ 
scription contest starts. 
Pedro de Cordoba, Jr., five, wants 
to be an actor like his dad. 
Kew-Forest Life’s $5,000 sub- 
scription contest off to a good start. 
Rudy Vallee’'s first wife’s sister 
has been named co-respondent ina 
divorce suit. 


to 


$5,000 sub- 


Now it’s Oscar Shaw who wears 
the snappiest golf outfits on the 
Lakeville course. 

The Gardens Players did big 


business with their $1 top for the 


three one-act plays. 


Cam Shipp, former editor of the 
Forest Hills-Kew Gardens ‘Post,’ 
now writes a feature local chatter 
page for Kew-Forest ‘Life’. 


Charles Zerweck, business man- 
ager, has left the Forest Hills-Kew 
Gardens ‘Post’ and is thinking of 
starting a paper of his own. 

Don Marquis is recovering from 
the nervous collapse suffered after 
the death of his daughter, Barbara, 
and will return to Forest Hills next 
month. 


Monroe Owsley to return to Kew 
Gardens as soon as he recovers 
from a nervous breakdown. ‘Buck's’ 


of Phillips Ilolmes, 


operate theatre of his own. 

Evelyn Schwartz of Publix daz- 
zled associates by modeling new 
gown due to be shown in public for 
first time on New Year's Eve. 

Carlon Duffis stole some of the 
show at the charity football game 
by wearing collegiate brown fedora, 
souvenir of Pipestone, Minn., high- 
school days 

Unemployment benefit perform- 
ances netted $10,350 here and $4,<- 
782.60 in St. Paul despite rain. Out- 
of-town houses report $10,000 with 
more to come. 

Eddie Ruben, Charles 
Fred Schaefer and Hal Daigler of 
Publix to Duluth in Daigler’s 12- 
cylinder automobile for Publix man- 
agers’ meeting. 

Hotel Lowry night club, leading 
Twin City night club, grossed $7,000 
in four hours Thanksgiving Eve 
without special attraction or heavy 
advance plugging. 

Three pictures in loop last week— 
‘Frankenstein,’ ‘Sin of Madelon 
Claudet’ and ‘Possessed’—grossed a 
total of more than $61,000. Biggest 
takings in many a moon. 

Fred Meek, manager of Fanchon- 


Perrine, 


Marco unit, Montmartre,’ at the 
Minnesota, veteran showman, 
newed acquaintance here with an- 


other old-timer, Theodore Hays of 
Publix. 

James LaMarr, 
Fanchon-Marco unit, ‘Montmartre,’ 
and picador in Mexican bull ring 
during off-season, had pupil in Joe 
Floyd of Minnesota in art of bull 
throwing. 

Strike of operators at Lawler the- 
atre, Rochester, Minn., averted when 
Theodore Hays of Publix here 
stepped in and brought parties to- 
gether, with union finally agreeing 
to one man in booth. 


e 
Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 

Sunday nite benefits for unem 
ployed brought in $20,000. 

Johnny Harris sporting new Pack- 
ard, but retains his old license plate 
728. 

Tilden-Richards pro match at 
Motor Square drew 3,000, but voted 
a dud. 

Karl Krug never joins the other 
play defenders for a smoke at in- 
termission. 

Luke Barnett, Jr., son of the pro- 
fessional ribber, now interning at 
Mercy Hospital. 

A local speak bartender took the 
rap for his boss after a raid and 
then got the gate. 

‘Zwel Herzen’ did great fortnight 
at Avenue Cinema and comes back 
after the holidays. 

‘Post-Gazette’ falling in with 
other rags in sending society eds. 
around to opening nites. 

Cleve Adams, new manager of 
RKO-Pathe exchange here, brother- 
in-law of Joe Schnitzer's. 

Joe Shuman, asst, m. e. ‘Post-Ga- 
zette,”, and Ik Shuman, with Paul 
Block chain, are brothers. 

Hotels now sending representa- 
tives as far east as Altoona to meet 
incoming theatrical troupes. 

With the Alvin dark last week, 
George Young spent his nights off 
at fights, hockey games, etc. 

George Seibel went to see the 
O'Neil marathon and insists it’s the 
greatest thing since Shakespeare. 

Ken Coffman, WEB artist, went 
hunting with a shotgun his father- 
| in-law give him for a wedding pres- 
| ent, honest. 


vocalist with 








George Sharp taking out road 
;}company of ‘Death Takes a Holi- 
’ which means no stock at Pitt 
| this season. 
4umor going around that a Pitts- 
j} burgh gang trying to mus le in on 
a loca) cafe was warned by higher- 
off. 


day, 


ups to lay 


Local cricks called the turn on 
|‘Good Fairy’ and ‘Social Register,’ 
' but missed on ‘East Wind’ and ‘Re- 


j}union in Vienna.’ 
| Pitt thinks it’s entitled to Tournae- 


ment of Roses bid because of Notre 
Dame's defeat by Army. Pitt wale 

jloped the soldiers, 26-0. 

| Mora Vordkin and Amalie Ideal, 
horines in ‘Three's a Crowd,’ took 

|}a theatrical paragrapher to task be- 
cause he said their names were 


| phoney. 


re- _/ 
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, Road theatre, into the Savoy. 


Oakland 


By Wood Soanes 





Bebe Daniels over on visit. 

J. Raymond Northeut to L. A. 

Negro Art Theatre launched in 
Berkeley to mixed audience. Allan 
R. Kenward, white, director. 

Paramount due to open under 
Fox West Coast management Dec. 
16 probably with F. & M. units. 

Fox-Oakland..scheduled to have 
novelty stage presentation of S. F. 
Warfield type probably with Rube 
Wolf. 

T. & D., old first-string Fox house, 
goes to Morgan Walsh, independ- 
ent. Business district shifted half 
a mile north since T. & D. heydey. 

Fulton closed with George Ebey 
ill. Edward J. Hogarty managing 
a market they are opening under 
Sweet’s Parisian Garden dance 
hall. 

EKight-act policy at Orpheum. 
That date also marks Wednesday 
opening policy at Fox-Oakland. 
Orpheum, previously only house 
here with Wednesday start. 

Mrs. Owen Sweeten given gala 
introduction to Oakland. Bandit 
attempted to kidnap her as _ she 
waited for Sweeten at Orpheum 
stage-entrance in auto on his open- 
ing night. 

‘Palmy Days’ went into second 
week at Roxy. It was Cantor in 
‘Whoopee’ who inaugurated screen 
policy at this former Duffy house. 








Lew Osterle now back as house 
manager, independent policy with 
U. A. pictures. 
Bronx 

Herman Starr back at the Park 
Plaza. 

Frank Schiffman doesn't go to 
parties. 


Sam Suchman sees the missus as 
another Albertina Rasch. 

Abe Davis going in for exploita- 
tion stunts on a grand scale. 

Anthony Costa has quit theatri- 
cals. Operating a bus service. 

Sol Dashkin out of the Boston 


Bert Korbel, saving money for the 
wedding day, no longer uses cabs. 

Bill Sohnheim gets into every 
publicity picture taken at the Para- 
dise. 

Bob Scheinbloom definitely out of 
the theatre and running a lunch 
room now. 

Arthur Pickelner, out of Harlem 
for a night, said he didn't know 
there were so many white people. 

Busiest person in the Bronx is 
Edgar Stewart, getting the Theat- 


rical -Mutual Association’s annual 


show under way. 

Joe Marks, appearing for RKO in 
his home borough again, got atten- 
tion from the local papers. Had 
been around the world. 

With the Central gone straight 
pictures, Jonas Greenhouse, former- 
ly orchestra leader at that house, 





New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 


Where's Friedman these 
days? 

Jacqueline Keith says all is for- 
given. 

That Condon kid packs a power- 
ful wallop. 


Betty 


Who is the newcomer on the 
rocks again? 
Trixie Wells, radio, recovering 


from grippe. 

Depression has no effect on flock 
of amateur groups. 

Benefits still the rage here, but 
few benefiiting anybody. 

Benny Ginsberg could use some 
of Sid Walker’s stacomb. 

Harold Igo, Yale Drama School, 
directing Trinity Players. 

Eddie Weaver lost a tooth 
got a new Buick all at once. 

Adelaide Hibbard and Victor Bee- 
crot here to guest star with Mary 
Hart. 

Theodore 
owner, cied in 
(3rd). 

Local WICC awarded damages 
against WGBS in litigation over air 
channels. 

Elm City Players, drama tourna- 


and 


local inn 
N. J. 


Swift, former 
East Orange, 


ment winners, will do ‘Jade Neck- 
lace’ Dec. 15. 
Liberty reopens management J. 


F. Christophel with combo picture 
and burlesque. 

Postmaster reports installation of 
radio in local P. O. has speeded up 
work of mail clerks. 

Surprise of season is weak busi- 
ness done by Stratford Shakespeare 
layers at American. 

O. D. Woodward determined to 
make a go of steck company at 
Midtown. Biz is poor, but he keeps 
cutting down to make ends meet. 

Daytime no-parking restrictions 
downtown on account of Xmas rush 


doing theatres no good. Business 
houses squawking, but’ theatres 
haven't yelped. 

The Musicians’ Ball: Zdwin 
Franko Goldman and the autograph 
hounds. Rubinoff and his magic 
fiddle. Barney Rapp’s_ belMops. 
The 4,000 customers. Henry Busse 


dancing. Sy ~*udnick trying to. Red 
Early’s dead pan, Abe Pardoll in a 
boiled shirt. Eddie Wittstein enjoy- 
ing it all. Those ‘committee’ badges. 
Harry Cohen’s happy grin. Poli 
ushers and their private box. Eddie 
Brennan's Octette. Pres. Teta’s uni- 
form. Nat Rubin fresh from the 
burleycue. ‘Bowl of Cherries’ num- 
ber led by Rubinoff. Regina Mor- 
gan’s blue dress. George Brennan's 
family party. Mayor Tully's pres- 
ence. The headaches next morn- 





has been placed by Billy Minsky in 
a downtown theatre. 


ing. 
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GILBERT MILLER presents 


HELEN HAYES 


in MOLNAR’S New Comedy 


THE GOOD FAIRY 


“Ts one of the few triple-starred, im- 
mediately recommendable entertainments 
in town.”"—Gilbert Gabriel, American. 
HENRY MILLER’S Thea., 124 W. 43d St. 
Evgs. 8:50. Mats. Thurs. and Sat., 2:30. 


FRED & ADELE FRANK 
ASTAIRE MORGAN 


HELEN TILLY 
BRODERICK LOSCH 
IN 


The BAND WAGON 


THE PERFECT REVUE 
New Amsterdam, W. 42 St. Evs.8:30. Mts. Wed.-Sat. 


MAX GORDON presents 


THE CAT and 
THE FIDDLE 


By JEROME KERN & OTTO HARBACH 
“Broadway has not heard  ilovelier 
music in its life.’"’"—Gabriel, American. 
GLOBE Thea., B’way, 46th St. Evs. 8:30. 
Good Bale. Seats at Box Office, $1-$3.50. 
Matinees Wednesday and Saturday, 2:30. 


- A Church Mouse 


with BERT LYTELL, 


SLA T HOUSE ep = 8:45 


SPECIAL 
MATINEES 
Mon., Tues., 


2nd Week 











LITTLE WOMEN 


Thurs,, Fri. Mats. Only 


and 





JOAN CLARK 


Crawford Gable 
in “POSSESSED” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Picture 
Revue—tTrixie Friganza— 
Bunchuk, Orch. 


APITO BWAY & 


Sist St. 





RUTH GORDON 
E. of Bway 


3. Mats. Wed., Sat., 2:30 





roadway an 


MAY FAIR, = 4 
47th Street 


FRANKENSTEIN 
With 
COLIN CLive 
MAE 
ea 











€& Broadway and 
47th Street 
EDDIE GEORGE 
CANTOR & JESSEL 


BENNY MEROFF & BAND 
JANET READE 
BURNS & ALLEN | 








Matinee Duily, 2:20 6th WEEK! 


$8: ST Near Lexington Avenue 
. Continuous Shows 
Wednesday te Friday, Dee. 9 to tt 


GEORGE ARLISS in 


“ALEXANDER HAMIITON” 


BEBE DANIELS i 
“HONOR OF THE rAMeLy” 


Bet. Lex. and 3d Ave. 
8611.ST. Continuous Shows 
Wednesday te Friday, Dee. 9 to I! 


GEORGE ARLISS in 


“ALEXANDER HAMILTON” 


AL TRAHAN 















and Other RKO Acts 


A 


OXY: 
CUBAN LOVE SONG 


with Tibbett, Velez and Durante 
On Stage—‘‘RHAPSODY IN COLOR” in 5 parts 
Symphony Orchestra, “CURKENT HITS” 











SEVENTH AVENUE 
AT 50th STREET 


Beginning Friday, ‘“‘Good Snort,’ with 
Linta Watking and Jolin Boles 





Canton 


By Rex McConnell! 





Two-bit lunch rooms. 

Sandlot football at 25c draws on 
Sunday. 

Art Herbst 
awning film here. 
L. J. Callihan quits as managing 
director WHBC, Canton. 

Warner's Palace giving away new 
car every Wednesday night. ‘ 
Traveling bands fail to help poor 
biz at dine and dance places. 

First run film houses taking it on 
the chin, while second runs with 
double features to capacity. 

Billy Sunday winds up five-week 


heads successful 





campaign. His show at the city 
auditorium has been blow to up- 
town film houses. 
By James Watts 
Who said keno party? 
Vendors of roasted chestnuts eat 


their own wares. 

Hockey season opened. 
Duluth game draws 4,000. 
Lawrence Tibbett says $3 top for 


Chicago- 


concerts too high. Would cut to 
$2.50. 
Turkeys for Thanksgiving were 


cheapest in history of city, eighteen 
cents, up. 

With miniature golf dead, Sam 
and Joe Dufore, pros. at Ridgeview, 
have opened a golf school. 

Duluth and Range Symphony or- 
chestra gave first concert of season 
at Armory. Luigi Lombardi con- 
ducting. 

Douglas County (Wis.) Fish and 
Game League places 100 feed hop- 
pers over entire area for birds dur- 
ing winter. 
3ootlegger’s 


reputation blasted. 


M. E. of local daily smells varnish 
and blames ‘legger for selling bad 


booze to his boys. 





Indianapolis : 


By H. Gene Haynes 


Joan London, daughter of Jack 
London, is visiting in city. Talked 
at girls’ school. 

‘House Beautiful’ at English’s for 
three days, got fair play, although 
rapped by critics. 

Circle’s ‘Touchdown’ hit a new 
low at $6,000. Picture should have 
been shown before Thanksgiving. 
Dessa Byrd, organist, back at Cir- 
cle temporarily. Dale Young in at 
Indiana organ. Also temporarily. 
Dick Snyder band out at Indiana 
roof. Tom Devine has WFBM old 
time string Land in now with all 
old-fashioned dances. 

Open house bv all downtown 
stores Dec. 1 helped all theatres, 
despite nearly every store had lo- 
cal talent in personal appearances. 

Indiana went for the largest gross 
last week with Charlie Davis’ band 
ard ‘Consolation Marriage.’ Had to 
have upper balcony seats dusted off 
for first time in months. 


Fort Wayne ? 


By Robert Bara! 





Vaudeville back to Emboyd. 


‘Whitey’ Peters at new Cotton 
Club. 
Shrine also relighting for ‘Surf’ 


and ‘Crazy Quilt.’ 

Carleton Gauld, new at Met., was 
discovered here seven years ago. 

Some restaurants are actually 
putting out meals here at 15 cents. 

Paramount closes, with most of 
staff moving over to other RKO 
theatres, 

B. D. Cockrill working his head 
off gathering proxies for RKO meet- 
ing in“east, 

Robert Feustel, LS.C. executive, 
has collection of etchings in his 
business office. 

A silver front will 
of the new Capitol, 
on Berry street. 

Wonder if Harvey Cocks, way off 
in New Haven, has seen a certain 
picture in Sobel’s ‘Burleycue’? 


Portland, Ore. 


turg has gone animal acts. 

Two big bears have a public 
at the city park. 

Local dailies are giving 
space than ever to pictures. 

Odd MelIntyre can write about 
his goldfish, but he ought to see 
our freak animal acts. 

Mat prices change to eve 
at 6 p. m. in this burg. 
erally makes for a mild 
some funny steries. 

Understanding is that Walter 
Seigfried plans to reopen the Duf- 
win with a new legit stock. Dufwin 
and Heilig are both dark. 

Bill McCurdy is out trailing the 
road show company of ‘Apple Cart’ 
with a view to management. rill 
folded his legit stock at the Heilig 


be a feature 
opening soon 





feud 


more 


prices 
That gen- 
rush and 





Montgomery, Ala. 


By Tom Hall 
Show windows display Christmas 
gifts. 
They are calling Jimmie Pepper 
‘Doce’. 


A few here are buying Paramount 
stock. 

Some theatre patrons here want 
vaudeville, 

Frank Spangler, ‘Advertiser’s’ 
cartoonist, back on job. 

Some of Rubin & Cherry Carnival 
people spending winter here. 

Talk of Walter Ambler Stock Co. 
opening at Grand at Christmas. 
Tommie McConnell, Par staff, re- 
covers from recent auto accident. 


D. H. Caraker, custodian of local 
athletic field, joins Federal prohibi- 
tion staff. 

E. W. Street, mgr. Carolina the- 
atre at Greensboro, N. C., drops in 
for a visit. 

Jack Murphy has charge of vaude 
entertainment for Junior Chamber 
of Commerce. 

When Governor B. M. Miller 
bought four theatre tickets it was 
front page story for the Paramount. 








Cincinnati 


By Joe Kolling 





_ Pep Golden’s pan a bally for photo 
gallery. 

Isham Jones in third and last wk. 
at Gibson. 

Jack Hauer flew to Oregon, where 
his mother in ill, 

Al Jolson plugged 
from Shubert stage. 
Earl Arnold's combo 
Bill Hill’s Lookout House. 
Frank Aston columning for Alf 
Segal, who’s on vacation in Cuba. 
Capt. Paul Koenig guest star for 
a day at Ufa, German 400-seat 

cinema. 

Jack Middleton agenting again as 
Apollo Entertainment Bureau in 
Gibson. 

senefit mat for famil:- of the 
Joe Nolan, ‘Enquirer’ sports 
fetched $3,000. 

Roy H. Beattie got back just 
ahead of Washington-bound unem- 
ployed marchers, 

Mills Blue Rhythm band and Louis 
Armstrong orchestra did one night- 
ers at Palm Garden, colored dan- 


- San Diego 


By Lon J. Smith 


Jack Horgan 


aging at 


late 
ed., 








Plenty cool. 

Fox California still dark. 

Biz at showhouses a little better. 

Mme. Schumann Heink home 
again, 

“Carr Brothers’ 
Agua Caliente. 

Seth Parker in the flesh stood ’em 
up at Russ auditorium. 

Ralph Hayward managing Savoy 
and will try road shows. 

Racing under way at Caliente. 
headache for managers here. 

Egyptian offering 25-cent bargain 
nights with two features and shorts. 

Wrestling every other Tuesday at 
the Coliseum getting good play with 
the fights every Friday night. 

New burlesque house, the Holly- 
wood (former Liberty) just opened 
for bit and number shows and 
talking pictures. 

Vice squad shakeup may mean a 
lot or nothing. Plenty of bookmak- 
ing going on anyway, with racing 
only 15 miles away. 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 


orchestra set at 








sob Bender traveling. 

Warren Lemon here from N. Y. 

Edwin Murphy singing at Or- 
pheum with Bus McClelland on or- 
gan. 

Tom Olsen up from mer. Para- 
mount theatre to Bob Bender's of- 
fices. 

Kent Thomson all tied up as he 
watches thieves get away with $500 
at Moor theatre. 

A. McRae resigns as_ booking 
manager, Oregon and Washington, 
for Fox West Coast. 

Arnold Flink back from Yakima, 
where he was in biz on his own. 
Considering shows again. 

G. Donald Gray cracks two ribs in 
falling over table while making a 
dark change. Still laid up while the 
company at Pan is laid off. 

Alonza Victor Lewis brings suit 
against C. H. Gould for $50,000, al- 
leging Gould called Lewis’s statue 
of ‘The Doughboy’ bestial, hurtine 
his art. 

Yascha Yuskny in ‘The Blue Bird’ 
at Met. Jan. 4-5-6-7 and many legit 
shows booked for 1932 season prom- 





ised at this Erlanger house by Mer. 
Nd Cooke, 





Tuesday, December 8, 1931 


—_—— 


Ogden 


By D. J. Greenwell 





Less than 
benefit shows. 

Retail merchants give away 3,000 
Publix theatre tickets to patron 
visiting stores for pre-Christmas 
retail reception. . 

Western America Winter Sports 
association going ahead with Plang 
for ski touranements in Ogden Bi 
Pine, Salt Lake and probably Tan 
hoe 

Montgomery Ward closing its 
Utah stores and Sears Roebuck do. 
ing same thing in Idaho. Mail order 
people opened stores faster than 
they could get capable staffs, claim 

Paramount and Orpheum the. 
atres cut prices for certain hourg 
to encourage Christmas shoppers’ 
patronage. Same theatres advertise 
free parcel checking, use of lounges 
in lobby and rest rooms. 


$600 realized from 





Providence 


BY A. A. Marcello 








Poultry show drawing. 

Matt Reiley out at the Royal, 

Fred ‘Rip’ Collins how a papa. 

td Fay still strong for twin bills. 

Jack Hobby quitting Providence, 

Jim McCabe passing cigars. It's 
a girl. 

Nearly every neighborhood house 
here giving out premiums. 
Modern, former vaude, 
straight pictures, 

changes. 
RKO-Albee playing foreign films 

twice weekly in addition to regu- 

lar bills as a trade stimulas. 


Atlanta 


and now 
trying three 


Paramount, 
may open. 

‘Elizabeth the Queen’ opens sea- 
son at Erlanger. 

Georgia has built radio studio in 
theatre for WSB hookup. 

Carter Barron heads Atlanta The- 
atre Managers Association. 

Ernest Morrision installed here as 
Publix district manager. Used to 
manage Paramount. 

Atlanta theatres took in $4,884.90 
Sunday for charity. Church tried 
to hold up performances, but failed. 


Buffalo 


By Sidney Burton 


dark many months, 





Mike Shea back in town for holie 
days. 

Legit houses dark until after holie 
days. 

Local RKO excha canvassing 
Buffalo stockholders fer proxies, 

Fourteen legit productions here 
this season to date, almost double 
last season's number. 

Stan Meyers, former local Canie 
sius college boy who started as m.G@ 
at the old Lafayette, now in 25th 
week at Fox Detroit. 

Joe Cook after two performances 
here jumped to Bradford, Pa., for 
one night, closing the season at 
Binghamton Saturday. 

Libby Holman with ‘Three’s a 
Crowd’ at Erlanger doubling for 
week following Irene Bordoni with 
floor show at Hollywood, suburban 
night club, 


Easton, Pa. 


By A. M. Powell 








Karldon Hotel here, 125 years of, 
coming down. 

Theatres giving Sunday 
and packing them in. 

Third Street theatre closed dures 
ing dispute with operators’ union, 
re-opened week-ends. 

About $400 was realized for Paul 
Shocker, local pianist, at a concert 
last week, the money to be used to 
send 17-year-oid boy to study piano 
in New York. 


shows 


No Coast Tears 


(Continued from page 3) 


parties, keeping the automobile for 
another year, and even heckling 
with the druggist over the cost of 
ginger ale. When they were told 
the sad news it was no surprise, 
and easier to take because of the 
already reduced budgets in their 
own homes. 

From the minor people getting un 
der $100 per week there have been 
no complaints. Usual remark of 
these people is that they're glad to 
be working at any salary instead of 
standing in the bread lines. 

Many producers have frankly — 
surprised at the way the personne 
has accepted the lowered pay 
checks. It went over much easier 
than was expected. 

There have been a 
and some contract peo! 
studios rather than take an income 
nick, but the majority are more ~ 
signed to the situation than an} 
thing else. 


few kickers 
yo have left 
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Uncommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 
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Roxy’s Dizzy Rainbow 

The ingenious Roxy has no diffi- 
eulty 
the separate items of its ‘Rhapsody 
in Color.’ 

‘Red’ summons up a vision of Chi- 
nese lacquer, splashed on a black 
drop, and coloring the pantalooned 
pajamas of the On Wah Troupe, two 
of whom are girls who execute fa- 
cile contortion feats. 

‘Orange’ brings to the Roxy mind 
a circular grove in California, wher 
the bailet corps dances in organdies 
fluttering with lace and turquoise 
ribbons. Pat Bowmans<is the frivo- 
lous bride who ignores convention 
bv dancing in chiffon pajamas that 
shade from white to delicate green. 
Her bridal bouquet an 
through which she pecks archly at 
the audience when it is nat 
ployed as a coquettish background 
for her tulle-enshrouded head. 

With unprecedented restraint, the 


is accessory 


em 


Roxyettes resist the temptation to 
emerge as animated orange trees. 
During the outdoor ceremony they 
are backstage getting into shiny 
oilcloth costumes that identify them 
as Green Peppers. Once they climb 
out of an enormous salad _ bowl, 
there’s no stopping those _§ girls. 
Their sux are painted with phos- 


phorous that gleams through stage 
darkness, the soles of their 
fitted with flint that sends out 
liant sparks. 

‘Blue’ stands for Rhumba blue and 
a Cuban orchestra to accompany the 
seductive singing and hip-waving of 
Senorita Medina. 

*‘Violet-Orchid’ is typified by Ma- 
rie McQuarrie and her Harp En- 
semble, ten instrumentalists com- 
fortably enshrined on billows of 
nebulous, orchid chiffon. Clouds 
dissolve as the ballet corps enters, 
wielding parasols burdened with 
violets, each parasol eventually 
working its way to its allotted place 
in a full-stage corsage. 

‘Finale’ assembles a_ knockout 
rainbow as the ensemble gathers 
under a large butterfly descending 
with wings out-spread in a good 
old Cathedral blessing. 

Joan Blondell’s Bad Break 

As a wise-cracking ingenue with 
a baby-doll face, Joan Blondel! 
registered in small parts that put 
her in line for featured perfor- 
mances, Her work was_=e sure. 
Given gocd, crisp roles of second- 
ary importance, she impressed au- 
diences as a coming comedienne. 

Her first featuqed role in ‘Blonde 
Crazy’ lets her down. The script 
writer started her in a rich char- 
acterization of a hardboiled hotel 


shoes 


bril- 


maid, promoted her to a _ clever 
badger game worker, then forgot 


all about her except for a few scenes 
of poorly thought out love interest. 
Miss Blondell troupes well through 
‘Blonde Crazy,’ handling pathos and 
comedy with equal conviction, but 
she’ll have to wait for-a_ better 
story to impress audiences with the 
realization of promise shown in 
earlier and smaller parts. 

Noel Francis and Polly Walters 
are well cast as two blondes who 
drive James Cagney to racketaer 
distraction. Miss Francis’ flashy 
wardrobe and heavily beaded lashes 
prove at a glance that she’s up to 
no good. 

Girls Who Toil AND Spin 

Any person who thinks girls go 
into vaudeville for an easy living 
should attend the Hippodrome this 
week. All the Hip ladies are earn- 
est, dancing gals who do taps, splits, 
back-bends and cart-wheels, 

The two girls who chaperone 
Clemens Belling’s performing pood- 
les refuse to pose and let the dogs 
do all the hard work. Between 
tricks, they affect sports dresses 
and neat dance abbreviations to 
start the show off with its first . es- 
sion of proficient but uninspired 
stepping. 

Two tappists with the Four Com- 
ets breeze into fast routines, their 
White satin dresses approving of 
the high-waisted, flaring skirt line 
that does its best to disguise a 
£00d figure. 

In the coolest of ingenue frocks, 
Sponsoring chiffon and lace seamed 
With narrow blue ribbon, Milton 
Douglas’s partner pretends that 
she wants to play games and ask 
riddles. But she doesn’t mean it. 
What she really wants to do is 
plunge into an acrobatic waltz, fur- 
nishing the excuse to carry an enor- 








| fitted hips, carelesslv 
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mous fan of 
plumes, 


Carmen, 


magenta _ ostrich 
with the Donatella 
Brothers, stes out confidently in 
Smart costumes, well fitted to a 
tall, slim figure. The Donatella chil- 
dren have given up their 
Italian ‘Carnival of Venice’ 
gone completely Broadway 
swank, full-stage draperies 
ver cloth. 
until Mama Donatella’s tambourine 
solo, executed with the wizardry of 
a virtuosa. 

Erma Ward and Girls work hard- 
est of all, earning audience favor 
with fast .acrobatics, stunning!) 
costumed in blouses of scarlet satin, 
snug half sleeves and trunks of 
black velvet dusted with fine rhine- 
stones. 


semi- 
and 
with 


of sil- 


State’s Costume Inventory 


Inventory of feminine costumes at 


the State: 

3 opening-act abbreviations cov- 
ering the athletic forms of the 
Honey Girls who, not content with 
being prop-transporters, work as 
hard as the men in their act. Cos- 
tumes are new and becoming tur- 
quoise chiffons, banded with silver 
sequins, thei: satin boleros gra- 


ciously covering the shoulder mus- 
of firmly built 
1 pair ci sports 


cles acrobats. 
pajamas—well- 
lraped bodice 
—in a shade of chartreuse excel- 
lently suited the slim, Titian-haired 
girl of Carlton and Ballew. 1 match- 
ing sports cap, worn at a dizzy 
angle to typify the mental state of 
a vague, riddle-reciting miss. 1 
handkerchief, scarlet chiffon 
match anu bracelet. Good 
color Costume worn with 
style. 

6 satin dance suits, royal blue, 
trimmed with brilliant appliques; 6 
orange crepe leotards and accom- 
panying white jackets, for the Rhy- 
them Queens’, interlude of briskly 
routined stepping. 6 ostrich plumes, 
attached at the hipline of the leo- 
tards to perpetuate a favorite vaude 
style. 

Not one rhinestone on the bill! 


to 
shoes 


scheme. 


Hats Mark the Woman 

Karen Morley, opposite Lawrence 
Tibbett in ‘The Cuban Love Song,’ 
shows a reckless taste in chapeaux. 
Her shallow-crowned sailor, worn 
at an alarming tilt, doesn't convince 
audiences that it was the style of 
1917. Audience ladies wonder how 
Mr. Tibbett, a teasing rogue who's 
always bursting into snatches of 
derisive song, can view Miss Mor- 
ley’s millinery without inquiring 
vocally wherever did she get that 
hat? 

After they’ve seen her choice of 
headgear, fanettes aren’t surprised 
to find Miss Morley capably enact- 
ing a docile maid who waits pa- 
tiently at home while her man 
combs the far corners of the earth 
in search of wild oats to sow. They 
know what sort of person Lupe 
Velez represents when they see that 
she confines her hair under a ban- 
danna tied into a saucy ‘Kiss Me’ 
bow. 

3oth «girls contrivute excellent 
performances to a film that heaps 
sympathy upon them at the expense 
of the hero. Audience ladies are 
willing to overlook Mr. ‘Tibbetts’ 
acting as they swoon at the beauty 
in his voice, but they can't under- 
stand why he should have been cast 
as a weakling, perfectly content 
with ‘one dear charmer wien t’other 
dear charmer’s away’. ‘That isn't 
like the Tibbett whose love songs 
are sweeping, convincing vows of 
fealty and devotion. 


With the Jockeys 





The act has no sparkle | 


Did You Know That— 





Jack Whiting will take over 
the time formerly allotted to 
Russ Columbo, on the air, at 
night....Peggy Joyce is a 
platinum blonde these days 
....Dorothy Arzner has been 
in town, fighting with the cen- 


sors, on the showing of her 
picture, ‘Working Girl,’ which 
comes in a few weeks....Flor- 
ence Eldridge has made a big 
personal hit on the Coast in 
‘Private Lives’——Verree 


Teasdale looked very striking 
shopping the other day, wear- 


ing a long coat of beige lapan 
with a tiny hat of fur to 
match....the four Wiley Sis- 
ters did an amusing novelty 
act last week, at the Roxy, in 
four huge hoops which they 


manipulated with surprising 
ease and grace....Grace Men- 
ken now offers the new feather 
blown bob, an effective ar- 
ra’gement of soft curls.... 
Walter Woolf. is -the proud 
papa of a brand ,.new: seven 
pound son....the break in the 
Newberry-Eddie Foy 
e€ame as a surprise 
around here....John Hundley 
dabbling in writing radio 
sketches....Francine Larri- 
more wears an exquisite 
semble in lightest beige satin, 
trimmed in mink, in her cur- 
rent play, ‘A Brief Moment’ 
....the Hollywood colony was 
well represented at the May- 
fair, Saturday night, by Mer- 
vyn Leroy, Marilyn Miller, 
grown stouter, Edmund Lowe, 
Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Nagle, 
Herb Sanborn, of Brown Derby 


Barbara 
romance 


is 


en- 


fame, and Estelle Taylor.... 
the regulars included Helen 


Menken, Basil Rathbone, 
Worthington Minor, Adele As- 
taire, Inez Courtney, Stanley 
Paseal, Gertrude MacDonald, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bert Lytell, Dor- 
othy Hall, Neal Andrews, Irene 
Delroy, O. O. MacIntyre, Fran- 
cine lLarrimore, Ben Levy, 
Archie Selwyn, Wanda Lyons, 
Bert Lahr, Louis Schurr and 
Peggy Joyce. 














‘Sporting Chance’ believes that the | 


very nicest place for a girl to live 
is in her aunt’s boarding house for 
apprentice jockeys. A tyrant house- 
keeper, Hedwiga Reicher, and her 
brood of stable boys are merry 
souls, always eager to stage parties 
that celebrate the winning of the 
big race. 

Language about the house may be 
rough and manners not too polished, 
but a heroine like Claudia Dell rises 
above them with ease. She's care- 
ful not to smile too heartily for fear 
she'll be classed with the race-track 


crowd. She chooses her words pre- 
cisely, pronouncing her a'‘s with 
broad, painstaking elocution. Her 


hair is waved to a nicety, her eye- 
brows plucked into long thin lines. 
Fashion hints about the house are 


not so good, but Miss Dell does the 





| joins 


best she can with a limited and 
badly-fitted wardrobe. She screens 
best in soft roll-brimmed caps, worn 
high off the forehead, and would be 
improved by a fluffier coiffure. 





Exploitation 





(Continued from page 19) 
cards in the banks along the main 
lines of traffic will help. 


Garden ‘Clubs 


Just as soon as the holidays die 
down, the manager in a suburban 
town near New York is planning 
to start a garden club as an annex 
to his kid club. Garden ciubs in 
January may seem to be rushing 
the season, but it is his idea to lay 
the ground work while the children 
are indoors, so he can get a flying 
start in April. 

He has contacted a local group of 
women interested in gardening and 
the members will give five-minute 
talks at each meeting, telling how 
to prepare the ground, what to 
plant and how to care for the beds. 
The adult club has also helped to 
promote a series of prizes for the 
best gardens in 1932, with the club 
members making weekly visits of 
inspection and awarding the prizes 
next Sept. 

The county agricultural agent 
has promised to give at least two 
of the talks, and the local congress- 
men will provide the seeds from 
the quota allowed each congres- 
sional member. He has also sent 
literature supplied by the Dept. of 
Agriculture through the Govt. 
Printing office. 


Too Close 
There is a danger that economiz- 


ing will be carried to an excessive 
point. A case in point was the re- 
lamping of the rest rooms with 


bulbs so small that the patrons, ac- 
customed to brilliantly lighted 
rooms, felt the change. They came 
to the theatre to forget hard times 
for the momcnt and rather resented 
the reminder as shown not only in 
this but other trifles. A drastic cut 
from 50-watt bulbs to 10-watts was 


too great. . : 
Doubtful 
Southern manager, who operates 
a colored theatre, decided on a spe- 


cial matinee for the inmates of a 
Negro orphan asylum. Before the 
show he lined the youngsters up 


against a white billboard which ad- 
the theatre, and which 


is 


| painted each week, house not being 


|able to afford the 


cost of a 24 sheet. 

Picture ran in the morning paper, 
carried by the advertising of the 
owner’s other houses, and showed a 
group of the colored kids 
under a Jarge ‘Are These Our Chil- 
dren?’ 
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Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





‘Frankenstein’ Lure 
The ladies who search out 
‘Frankenstein’ know exactly what 
they’re looking for. They hope it 


will be just too deliciously ghastly 


at the Eighty-sixth Street, two have 
rather too opulent curves and the 
third is not much less endowed. All 
three seek to disguise the fact in 
various ways, but the one who's hit 
upon brief and neatly fitted pleated 


shorts is the most successful. Ruffles 
| don’t do at all. 
‘our beauteous damsels stooge for 
| George McKay, each a lovely ex- 
imple of her type, each with a de- 
free of talent besides. The redhead, 
| who leans against the proscenium 
;} in prineesse black velvet that pro- 
|} Claims the excellence of her figure, 
thinks it would be nice to sing like 
Helen Morgan, and no one can ac- 
cuse her of not trying. The sassy 


They want to shudder: they pray 
| the y'll have to shut thei; eyes to 
escape its horrors, but naturally 
they expect to peek just to see if 
they can take it. 

Longing to be shocked yearning | 
to suffer fear, terror, and the rest 
of the blood-chilling emotions, im- 
agine their astonishment when they 
| find pity intruding itself into this 
delightfully dreadful orgy, pity for 
the most pitiless beast ever 
screened. Poor, hideous thing, he 
didn’t ask to be born. His ghostly 
face, once they're able to look at 
it, reflects infinite sadness; it’s an 


;manaces to 





standing | 


evil tragic mask that somehow hap- 
to have, for all its ugliness, 
an expression of tortured sweetneSss. 


pens 


He wreaks a terrible vengeance, 
but it was a still more terrible 
thing to create him. 

There's love interest in ‘Franken- 
stein,’ since the tender passion pro- 
vides such melodramatic contrast 
to the Monster’s lust to kill, and 
Mae Clarke makes aée splendidly 
brave and forthright heroine. When, 
dressed in her bridal white, she 
watches the Monster's sinister ap- 
proach into her bedroom, audience 
suspense reaches its apex. Little 
gasps of terror burst across the 
house. Not even the imminent mur- 


der of the child, Marilyn Harris, 
strikes such an agonized note of 
terror. Miss Clarke and her huge, 


rafter hung house, lighted with can- 
dles the weird shadows they 
produce, are in perfect accord with 


for 


the picture’s intent. Abnormality 
appears so much more frightful 


when it’s surrounded with the norm. 


Ideas Worry Par. Chorines 


A lot of production stunts, that 
must have seemed better in con- 
templation than they turned out 


in execution, worry the Paramount 
stage show this week. The Dave 
Gould Girls get the brunt of them, 
climbing on from the pit with can- 
dles in their hands, diving into the 


wings to fetch parasols to twirl, 
spotting themselves in the aisles, 
standing behind transparencies on 
stage platforms bravely trying to 
point the ‘Drums’ number, But, 


since the show ends with a stirring 
march augmented by the girls in 
blue tights and white military capes 
beating lustily on their little white 
drums, all is forgiven. 

The moment the show opened 
with a neon strip for footlights, it 
was apparent that th’ vas to be 
a production with ‘ideas.’ And it 
was. 

Pierce and Harris offer first their 
subtle travesty on the current waltz 
mode approved by ballroom dancers, 
but it is a bit too amusing for such 
a large house. Their rhumba tango 
goes better, the tall, dark, and slim 
lady nice to look at in a pale blue 
taffeta basque and ruffled skirt 
lined with pink. 





B’way Needs Director 

The fine spirit of informality that 
pervades the Broadway stage show 
this week simmers down to its basic 
cause: plain cast bewilderment. 
Here is a spot for a kind of Mus- 
solini, someone good at thinking up 
things for other people to do, A 
couple of the girls whose job it is 
to dress the set are invited to dance 
by the pair of boys drafted for the 
same purpose, but like all men who 
leap to their feet the moment they 
hear good dance music, these boys 
look better sitting. 

The Four Mullen Sisters, remark- 


able for the exactness with which 
their hair is coiffed, wail their 
harmonies graciously. They're alike 
down to the last little forehead 
tendril. Their satin dresses with 
modest V necks vary in color alone. 
Auriole Craven can do a lot of 
things a little bit, such as sing, 
banter, play the violin, but best 


about her is the attractive shade of 


her red hair contrasted with her 
blue crepe dress. Dick and Edith 
Barstow have worked out an ap- 


plause winning novelty in their toe 


taps. It looks hard, it’s well done 





little brunette is gracefully flowing 


motion in her classic molded white 
chiffon for back spins. 

Dancing on top of a piano like a 
little music box doll, June Carr 
makes a fetching picture of pert 
youth. Her costumes, each aug- 
mented by a matching beret, have 
definite style, and so has het per- 
sonality. 

Lady Yukona Cameron continues 
to be most forbearing with her elfin 
accompanist, Al Trahan. Her Juno- 
esque calm in the face of his un- 


predictable outbursts and her stately 
white satin dress make startling and 
therefore effective contrast. 





X Marks Noble Scribe 


Let who. will throw tomatoes. 
‘X Marks the Spot’ finds nothing 
but nice things to say about Broad- 
way columnists. For all their ability 
to instantly identify the various 
brands of lipsticks after just one 
kiss, they are very good to their 
little sisters. What if the ex- 
igencies of their trade demand more 
than passing acquaintance with all 
the beautiful showgirls in town, 
that doesn’t forbid their being 
faithful to their fiances. 

Sally Blane has the exciting job 
of putting up with the vagaries of 
one particular columnist. She's 
pretty enough to make his hanging 
around stage doors harmless to her 
priority rights, and as a newspaper 
editor’s secretary, she owns a prop- 


erly discreet yet becoming ward- 
robe. Mary Nolan is murdered too 
early in the picture to do justice 


to her lush blonde beauty, but she 
gets in a slitherly pair of satin 
lounging pyjamas anyway. Joyce 
Coad, the littie sister, makes out 
the best cast for the columnist. 
Even a grocer would get testy about 
her wide-eyed meddling, but not our 
noble hero, 
One Woman in War Film 

‘The Battle of Galtipoli’ allows 
just,one woman, Fay Compton, the 
privilege of getting in front of its 
‘camera. She's somebody’s mother. 
Miss Compton cries convincingly 
and wears the styles of 1914. It’s 
an English, picture, 


Behind the Keys 





(Continued from page 19) 


sion booking megr., succeeding A. 


McRae. 


Nashville. 
Building permit filed here for 
completion of the office building 
above the Warner theatre. Cost 
estimated at $750,000. 





Dayton, O. 
RKO’s order to close State the- 
atre December 6 was recalled 
Thursday and house will continue 
with same policy, first-run_ split- 
week programs. 





Pittsburgh. 
Wesley Eddy, former m.c. at the 
Penn and under contract to Loew's 
for years, opens at the Ambassador 
in St. Louis for Skouras Brothers 
Friday (11) indefinitely. 
Agreement said to run 
months with two options 
length of time. 


threa 
same 


for 
for 


Pittsburgh. 
Plugging ‘The Dreyfus Case’ et 
the Davis, WB had Karl Krug, 


‘Press’ critic, put in a long-distance 


lcall to Paris to talk to Captain Ale- 


but it may get monotonuous if not | 


Miss 


costume 


varied. Barstow in a brief 
blue and tiny blue 
works with one of those persistent, 
happy smiles that somehow on her 
retain a look of 


cap 


sincerity. 


Shapes and Clothes in 86th St. 


ithe 


There seems to be something | 
about the study of tap dancing that 
| tends to develop the derriere. Out 
of three tap dancing girls on the bill 


| fred 
| be 


Latter was said to 
Krug talked to 
Dreyfus’ son, Pierer, who discussed 
historic trial. 

Story broke in Sunday’s 
and got feature play. 


Dreyfus. 


sick abed so 


‘Press’ 


NEW ACTS 


Joe Besser and Co. (4). 
Manny Pesser and Co. 
sobby Gillette and 

Molly Sun, dancer, 
Freeman (Freeman and Morton) 

and Bobbie Lee. 


(4). 


Co. including 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper.) 








‘Variety’ was getting out a daily 
bulletin to cover the White Rats’ 
threatened strike. Strike was due 
Dec. 12. 


Three Chicago theatres went up 
to a $5 scale for New Year's Eve 
but N. Y¥. houses were content with 
50c. boost. 





N. Y. ticket agencies were object- 
ing to Shubert boost to $2.50 top. 
Figured the agencies would be 
blamed for the hoist. General top 
was two bucks. 


William Gillette, who had retired 
from the stage, coaxed back by Ar- 
thur Hopkins. Mr. Gillette is azain 
emerging from his retirement this 
season. Patti complex. 


Owing to objections from a citi- 
zen’s committee, burley cos. at the 
Olympic were giving a special Mon- 
day morning show for private cen- 
sors. Kick started when Lena Daley 
played the house with several dances 
‘each number closely resembling a 
cooch.’ 





B. S. Moss 2nd Marcus Loew were 


xin an uptown location—Moss’s Re- 
gent and Loew’s 116th St. Some- 
thing free at each performance. And 
they had to buy the stuff those days. 


Broadway card jugglers were be- 
ing paid $20 a day as extras in a 
Fox picture with gambling scenes. 
Current prices were $3 and $5. Gam- 
blers, recruited from the main lane, 
claimed they were specialists. 


Otis Skinner's show held up in 
Lynchburg, W. Va., because first act 
of ‘Mister Antonio’ was laid in a 
barroom, and the liquor ads. were 
against the then new prohibition law 
of the state, which prohibited all 
liquor advertising. 


White slave pictures on the spot 
where gunmen films now stand, 


50 YEARS AGO - 


(From ‘Clipper’) 








Several grand opera troupes, in- 
cluding Emma Abbott’s and Stra- 
kosh’s, were doing good business on 
tour. Nota society fad these days. 
Seats $2. 





Two companies, current and in- 
coming, were hung up in Louisville 
when the manager of the Comique 
decamped. Three smart girls got 
$50 by attaching the deposit made 
with the gas company for lighting. 


Levantine’s theatre, Albany, N. Y., 
and Grand Central, of Troy, 
achieved the first split week. 
Switched bills in the middle of the 
week. All engagements were then 
made for a full week, unless troup- 
ing. 





Music Hall, Cohoes, N. Y., had 
been closed for two years owing to 
disagreements between the two 
partners. Announced that house 
would be divided in center by a 
brick wall and each would take half 
for conversion into office buildings. 





‘Lights o’ London’ had its Ameri- 
ean premiere at the Union Sq. Dec. 
e 5. ‘Clipper’ thought that without the 
scenic artist it would be a _ very 
ordinary melodrama. Good thing 
for ‘Clipper’ that ‘Variety’ kept no 
box scores those days. It was doing 
some pretty poor guessing. ‘Lights’ 
was standard for several years, 





Tumult in a Phila. theatre when 
a sheriff's deputy sought to serve 
a summons on Fanny Davenport 
during a performance of ‘Macbeth. 
He jumped on the stage and sought 
to force the paper on her. Two 
other members of the audience 
sprang to her rescue and beat up 
the officer, eventually tossing him 
out of the stage door. She was be- 


~ Tnside Stuff—Pictures 


Reissue of ‘Ben-Hur’ (M-G) with synchronized score and sound effects, 
after five years of talkers, brings out forcibly the change that has come 
in film technique since silents disappeared. But the audience reaction 
to the picture seemed little changed at the Rialto, N. Y. The first musical 
score has been retained and the sound effects are not boisterous. In 
the mob scenes, chariot race and other sequences, the yelling, babel of 
tongues, etc., has been held down. An abundance of titles through the 
picture which the audience accepted normally. 

In a few spots the technique of pre-talker days stands out as quite 
old fashioned but not seriously so. Assemblage at the Rialto, when the 
film was viewed, amounted to a fair sized house with a preponderance 
of men. ‘Hur’ was originally released in ’26, 





Head of a Coast studio called in a number of policemen to look at the 
rushes of a picture which had in it a police station sequence. Parts 
were played by inexpensive bit players and extras. Cops found fault 
with the scene, stating that the action wouldn't actually be so conducted. 
As a result the studio execs razzed the director and ordered retakes. 

To get better action the director filled the cop parts with former well 
known players, now willing to work for around $100 a day, even though 
one of them had no more to do than take a written order from a desk 
and pin it on the bulletin board, without saying a word or showing his 
face to the camera. Later, this player was on location in the desert for 
another company, two hours away from Los Angeles. A studio car 
picked him up on the completion of his day's work for the other company 
and rushed him to Hollywood with promise of another $100 for an added 
scene. Added scene was for him to merely knock on a door. 


Promptness in paying off obligations and current bills is high credit 
distinction, but in times of stress, that the promptness ceases for a 
while may work as strongiy the other way. 

One or more of the large show companies seem to have decided of late 
to take advantage of their credit standing; instead of paying on the 
day and dot as they have done for years, to use their credit terms of 
30, 60 or 90 days like other business houses, to take up outstanding 
accounts. 

A 60-day leeway with these companies for miscellaneous bills, per- 
haps including rent and interest, could easily mount up to between three 
and five million dollars, leaving that much money as surplus in the com- 
pany’s treasury. 

Creditors of the companies who have always received payment regu- 
larly appear surprised when the check does not arrive on the Ist or 2nd 
of the month as previously. 


That studio ban against advertising tieups may not be as effective as 
expected. Picture publicity departments are wondering what can be 
done about display ads which merely use the photo of a star without 
quoting her or mentioning her name in connection with the article. 

This point was brought up recently when the Hollywood ‘Citizen-News’ 
ran a full page of ads from local merchants containing a still of a star in 
each one of the ad spaces. Although stars’ preference was not given, 
the ad copy was placed around the picture so that it was suggested the 
particular player was a booster for that merchandise. 

Full page was made up without consulting the studios but was in con- 
nection with the theatre benefits for the unemployed Nov. 25. Opening 
wedge was made, however, and the studios are figuring what legal re- 
dress they have to stop newspapers from printing pictures of stars in 
paid display space. 


A meeting of the continuing committee appointed at the conference of 
the M. P. Owners of Eastern Pennsylvania and southern New Jersey to 
follow up matter of score charges was held in Philadelphia at the 
Bellevue Stratford Nov. 24. The chairman, Walter Vincent, reported the 
results of his conferences, giving as nearly as possible the exact conver- 
sations held with the various distributors. Following the report the 
committee was of the opinion that much progress had been made and 
that this vexed question was in a fair way to be eliminated within 
another year. 

It was suggestec that another conference between the producers and 
exhibitors would be advantageous at this time. The secretary was 
instructed to take the matter up with the various leaders on both sides, 
looking toward such a meeting. 


When ‘Frankenstein’ (U) was previewed on two occasions in Coast 
houses it had a bigger percentage of walkouts during the running than 
any picture for many months, yet the film was released to smash busi- 
ness on its initial key city showings. 

Universal executives look upon this anomaly as proof of the value of 
previews, a question that has its doubters in production circles. As Uni- 
versal execs explain it, the walkouts showed them that to put the picture 
over the advertising and publicity copy must be aimed directly at those 
people who could be attracted by gruesomeness. This same copy, it was 
figured, would act as a virtual warning to those who don’t like the horror 
stuff. 





Reason that Charles (Buddy) Rogers is off the Paramount payroll is 
for the same reason William Haines was off and later on at Metro. It 
is in line with the current coast attitude toward high salaried stars who 
are not so strong as they once were. Paramount was willing to give 
Rogers another contract, but at a much smaller figure than he was then 
getting. He refused and decided to look into some of the stage offers 
in New York, including the one from Ziegfeld, 

Rogers left Paramount Novy. 30, although an agreement had been 
reached with him to do one more before he quit. He didn’t like the part 
they had for him, so refused to go through with the extra picture. 


Report of Jed Harris, the legit producer, joining United Artists evi- 
dently had its origin somewhere in the vicinity of Lewis Milestone be- 
fore the latter sailed abroad with Doug Fairbanks, Sr. The Harris pic- 
ture affiliation has since been denied, »ut the thought apparently sprang 
into being via Milestone and Joseph M. Schenck. The film man is a close 
friend of Harris. 

If Harris should go pictures in the future it is believed he will do so 
under Milestone’s supervision at U. A., Milestone now being an inde- 
pendent producer for this company. 


Instance of how booking is handicapping foreign films in America is 
‘Brokiga Blad’, Swedish feature at the Fifth Avenue Playhouse last 
week. Picture went over better than expected and was turning them 
away, including the final day. ut the picture had already been booked 
into Milwaukee for this week (3), and the distributor had only a single 
print. So it had to be yanked out and sent west. 

The first film that has brought impressive money to the house in some 
months, too. 


According to an exhibitor who recently sought a tie-in with the Postal 
Telegraph, this hitherto liberal company is shutting down on theatre 
co-operation unless specially arranged with the home offices. 

Exhib’s stunt called for a cash payment for messengers and newly es- 
orm office could have used the boost, but division super, ruined the 
scheme, 


Tiff between Sam Goldwyn and lL. B. Mayer, trivial though the argu- 





ing sued for script of a play. 





ment was that started it, brought talk ofa lawsuit by Goldwyn before} starts this week, 


Inside Stuff—Vaude ii 


LL 

A new angle in housing and living conditions has been brought about 
among many vaude teams still sticking it out in the hopes of a route or 
conservative bookings. The result of this situation finds many man 
wife teams doubled up in one apartment over on Long Island with 
on expenses going two ways weekly. 

The idea, as long as peace remains between the double teams is okay 
with weekly living bills cut down to almost nothing. Some have dé~ 
veloped temperament and split but mostly the doubling up has been 
between life long friends of show business, 

Apartments are sought which rent for $60 a month furnished. includ- 
ing cooking, furnishings, etc. This brings the ante to $7.50 w eekly per 
team for rent. An additional amount of $7.50 per team feeds the fours 
some. The teams figure, and so far have proved, that each team can 
make expenses playing for the indie and clubs around New York while 
waiting for judgment day. 

In case one team flivs on work over a week or two, the other {fs there 
to the rescue. Even community flivvers shared between couples and 
purchased for less than nothing. 





and 
Splits 


done 


Leona LaMar, known as the ‘Girl with 1,000 eyes’, will continue her 
vaude dates which were broken up the past few weeks by the illness and 
death of her husband, Walter Siannon, in Englewood, N. J. 

Walter Shannon had appeared in his wife’s act for 15 years, from the 
audience. He had always been an enthusiastic Mason and was buried 
from the Masonic Temple in Englewood, Nov. 80. 

In addition to the widow there are two children living in Englewood, 
Walter, Jr., and Leona. 

The Shannons have for years owned one of the show places of Eng 
wood, their realty there being estimated as worth $100,000. 

Mr. Shannon at one time was the owner of the Norris & Rowe Circus. 


le- 





Another sidelight on the Harry Jolson-Dave Seed tiff in which Jolson 
claims a phoney Fanchon & Marco telegram panning his perormance 
and ordering his act closed was framed by Seed, is contained in a tele. 
gram sent to ‘Doc’ Howe, of F-M, by Seed. 

Seed says the panning of performances has been a standing gag be- 
tween him and Jolson for several years, with each sending the other 
letters claiming singing was off key, gags were lousy, etc. Says he sees 
no reason why Jolson should become worked up over one of these gags 
now. 


Walker Towne, Inc., is the presenter of ‘Sing High, Sing Low’ at the 
Harris theatre, New York. Among the associate backers is Alex Hanlon, 
indie vaude booker. Alex hasn’t so much in the piece that he can afford 
to make any hurrah out of it, but he has a bit of it just the same. 

This is not the first time vaude backers or agents have dipped into 
legit production on the side. Much to Charles Yates’ regrets he was 
in on several shows. Charles Bierbauer was another who got experience 
and no profits out of his legit fling. 





Upturn for independent vaude, if economic conditions do not become 
more grave for the showman, is looked for after the first of the year. 
Expectancy by the average independent exhibitor that pictures this 
season would carry him through without the necessity of added overhead 
in lessening losses, if nothing else, has not crystallized since Labor Day. 

Picture product has been too spotty, it is conceded, during the fall 
period to be relied on very strongly for the balance of the season. 


Fred Brown, of the original Brown Bros., saxophone act, has decided 
upon two things—to marry and quit vaude. 

3rown Saturday married Ellen T, Richards, non-pro, but a commercial 
artist. 

The newlyweds left Sunday for Portland, Ore., where the groom will 
open a musical studio. The bride's home is there. 

In the Brown turn his place will be filled by Tom Brown, Jr. 


Theatrical Wardrobe Attendants’ Union has complained to the Amere 
ican Federation of Labor. Report is that the kick is in connection with 
the girls in F. & M. units taking over duties of the wardrobe mistresses, 

The same union previously complained to Chorus Equity about a 
similar condition, with C. E. posting notices for its members to discon- 
tinue the practice. 





New York No. 1 stagehands unanimously agreed to work all uneme 
ployment benefits gratuitously, including picture house, vaude, and legit 
shows. The stagehands, however, balked when the Loew office asked 
them to not only donate one seventh of their week’s salaries but to also 
sell tickets locally. 





There are only two so-called straight vaudeville houses in the country, 
each with eight acts and some picture fillers. They are the Palace at $3 
and Lyric at 35c, both in New York. 

Ironically enough, the New York duet is only separated by five blocks, 
but there’s a big difference between the two. 





Mitzi Green's RKO vaudeville contract for six weeks calls for $2,500 
per, not the $2,000 previously reported. Meanwhile Mitzi goes into ‘Girl 


gl at Radio Dec. 9, starting the delayed vaude tour shortly there- 
after. 





Vaude agents doing biz with Fanchon & Marco and who formerly had 
free access to Fox houses, are no longer given such courtesy. 


New order of ‘agents must pay’ came when the Skouras boys took 
over the Fox theatres, 


——2 © 





Adolph Zukor brought the pair together again out there. It started at 


Hillcrest golf club where Goldwyn accused Mayer of a minor business 
infraction, 





Warner circuit in north Jersey has started a drive called the Harry 
Kalmine 12 Furlongs Gross Handicap. Beginning Dec. 5 it will run until 
Feb. 27, Districts are ealled stables while the houses are the horses. 

Prizes will be awarded to the winning horses on the basis of the great¢ 


est percentage increases. First prize is $200, second $100, third $75. 
. 





Lynn Farnol, Goldwyn’s eastern press rep., is trying to make publicity 
hay of Sinclair Lewis’ friendly attitude toward the picturization of his 
novel ‘Arrowsmith.’ Farnol is inviting news men to talk to Lewis. ‘ 

Another angle is Lewis’ okay of a brief synopsis of the ‘Arrowsmith 
was inspired, used in the theatre program during the New York rum 





The ‘Pioneer Press’ critic in Minneapolis dismissed ‘Frankenstein’ (U) 
at the Orpheum with a four-word review which said, in effect, that the 
picture was very poor. 


House had one of the biggest weeks in its history at nearly $20,090. 





RCA Photophon 
These 


utions. 


e will make 12 installations in Texas state instit seal 
Wirins 


include everything from hospitals to orphan asylums 
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Shuberts Not Expected to Emerge 
With Over 12 Legit Houses—May Be 
Obliged to Enter Into New Combine 





Broadway opinion is that the Shu- 
perts will not emerge from the pres- 
ent predicament with over 12 legit 
theatres. Probably all of these will 
be on Broadway. 

This situation will leave the Shu- 


berts peculiarly positioned. They 
will not be influential enough to 
dominate the legit, nor is it likel) 


they will be able to entice any pro- 
ducers of standing to their rescue. 
Under the probable condition the 
Shubert legit line up, if there should 
be any of the present Shubert line 
up left after the legal] entanglements 
have been adjusted one way or the 
other, will be obliged to seek an- 
other safety haven to protect the 
remaining Shubert hovses’ with 
stage productions. 

There is no prospect of the Shu- 
berts disposing of any of their thea- 
ters for picture exhibition, They 
failed in that attempt several] times 
before going into receivership. In 
easting about for the safety-first 
haven, it is not unlikely the Shu- 
berts will accept the first opening 
presenting itself. 

Nothing Left to Do 

Showmen say there will be noth- 
ing left for the Shuberts to do, since 
their production department is 
hardly up tosandard. Lee Shubert’s 
process with dramas or comedy 
have mostly fared tadly. Lee’s only 
recommendation for the legit has 
been to select established foreign 
stage successes, But in nearly all 
instances when Lee imported the 


foreign hits, they became foreign 
flops in New York. 
By the time the Shuberts have 


slipped through the legal require- 
ments of receivership or bankruptcy, 
it is anticipated the legit will be in 
a single line or route. That line 
will be composed of independent 
legit producers, with perhaps the 
Erlanger office in on it. Under any 
circumstances, it is not expected to 
arrive before next season, with the 
details arranged next summer, 

Legits are agreed that one route 
and one legit booking office will be 
entirely sufficient for all legit pur- 
poses in this country for a long 
while to come, 

Just the Kite’s Tail 

With the prediction the present 
receivership or its aftermath will 
wash up the Shuberts insofar as 
their previous commanding position 
in the legit is concerned, the Broad- 
Wayites say that hereafter what- 
ever attachment the Shuberts may 
enter into, it will be as the tail in- 
etead of the head of the kite, as 
heretofore, 

A lack of sympathy for the Shu- 
bert predicament is noticeable and 
may affect reports dbout them. Le- 
git showmen with business associa- 
tion with the Shuberts in the past, 


appear to have lost some of their 
bitterness in discussing the Shu- 


berts, but they have not forgotten. 

That Lee Shubert, individually, is 
one of the wealthiest men of the 
show business is another non-sym- 
pathetic angle and against him. 
Lee Shubert’s quoted remark he 
had put $650,000 into the insolvent 
Shubert corporation brought no 
tears from anyone for him or his 
troubles. One sarcastic former ally 
of the Shuberts said it would have 
been better information for every- 


one if Lee had told what he had 
taken out of the Shubert corpora- 
tion. 


BACK TO 10-20-30, 
ON THE BOWERY 


‘Midnight in Chinntown,’ the 
ancient meciler, ushers in a return 
to 10-26-30 drama in New York 


tonight (Tuesday) when it opens at 





<2 
CARROLL CUTS 25% 


High Cost Chorus Gals Included in 
Clip—One Principal Quits 





OF o7 
20% 


A cut of in salaries has been 
made in Carrol’s ‘Vanities.’ Revision 
accompanies the dropping of two of 
the four matinees, the show now 
being on the usual eight perform- 
ance basis. 

Lillian Roth refused to accept the 
clip and leaves the cast this week. 
Most of the contracts provide for 
10 performances weekly. That in- 
cludes the dozen show girls who 
received $100 weekly and are now 
getting $75. 

Will Mahoney was reported of- 
fered to RKO vaude at $4,000 week- 


would not permit vaudeville appear- 
ances at this time. 


ERLANGER'S IS 


With ‘Fine and Dandy’ closing 
Saturday (5) in Binghamton, N. Y., 
after a so so tour, Erlanger’s pro- 
ductively reach a next to nothing 
stage, having only one show out 
under its management. That is 
Maude Adams’ ‘Merchant of Venice’. 
Even in that show Miss Adams is 
understood to be a 50% partner. 

That Erlanger’s will stay this way 
for some length of time, probably 
until settlement of the present Er- 
langer will case, and maybe after 
that is believed. 

Some other shows that had Er- 
langer interests have either closed 
or gone to other hands. 
Register’ is taken over by Jones & 


jreen. ‘Admirable Crichton’ is 
closed, while William Gillette in 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ goes out under 


George C. Tyler, a revival. 

So far as known there are no 
further shows in line at the Er- 
langer office, this bearing out the 
report it is tied up through legal 
difficulties. In the case of ‘Holmes’ 
only a small financial outlay is 
needed at best. 

Productions for Srlanger’s 
through Erskin haven't material- 
ized and aren’t in view. He does 
another indie slow instead, as stager, 
although the Erlanger-Erskin con- 
tract it still said to be in force, but 
probably postponed for actual 
action. 


HILL-BILLY PLAY WITH 
A LOBBY BALLYHOO 


A hill billy play for Broadway is 
called ‘Two Whoops and a Holler.’ 
It’s written by Ethel Richardson, 
who’s also producing it. Mrs. 
Richardson has written some of the 
nasal stuff for the air and comes 
from a hill billy section of the 
south. 

Casting has started, with Anne 
Sutherland declared about set. 
Walter Warner will probably di- 
rect. ‘Whoops’ may be a co-op 
venture. 

Presently there's a plan to have 








curtain and during performances, 
emulating film lobby entertainment 


methods. Title of the play signi- 
fies a call of distress, it is ex- 
plained. 





Thompson in on ‘Event’ 





the People’s on the Bowery. Price 
scale will be 10-20-30 at all times Sidney = Phill and = Harlan 
Other 18th century plays may fol- | Thompson will produce ‘Blessed 
low. | Event’, a newspaper play on col- 
It is a stoce: venture. with sto -| umnists. It’s due for rehearsals 
players and a stock director, all| shortly with Broadway presentation 
co-op. James Gary is direciing | before February. Thompson will 
with Marianne Risdon one of the | stage and direct, it being the first 
Players, Unlike other revival ofilegzit attempt away from musicals 
30 cent shows, the present try will | Authors are Emanuel Seff, for- 
be done’ in modern dress, but un-|mer Shubert press agent, and For- 
changed lines. rest Wilson. Ray-Minor owned the 


Company will give matinees every | play for about six months but let its 


day except Mondays. 


| option slip. 








Road ‘Electra’ Co. 


Theatre Guild is preparing for an- 
other company of the O'Neill trilogy 
‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ to play 
Chicago and other cities during the 
present season. Plans are that a 
run will be gotten in Chicago and 
remaining territory will be covered 
as time permits, 





A coast engagement may be at- | 


Guild is holding back names of 
players, but two women stars will 
head the cast. Rehearsals for the 


new company will take five or six 
weeks, 


SONG WRITER 
BACK ZIEGGY 


When Lew Brown and Ray Hen- 
derson get mad enough they dig 
into bankroll to back their grouch. 
Me that one of those broad 


aning 


way rumors has the composing and 


ly, which is his show salary. The | 
comedian however took the cut and 
stated his contract with Carroll 


MINUS SHOWS: 





‘Social | 





a hilly singer in the lobby before | 


writing team financially behind the 
next Ziegfeld musical. A. C. Blu- 
menthal is also supposed to be in 
on this same production. But Ray 
ind Lew are reported the instiga- 
tors, wth George White the inspi 
ration for the burn-up. 

It goes back to the Brown and 
White lobby scrap the night ‘Scan- 
dals’ opened. Brown and Henderson 
were supposed to do a book show for 
White following that revue, but the 
rift which cluminated in the premiere 
eve slapping apparently widened the 
breach beyond recall. 


Bloodless Revolution’ 
May Be Anything but, 
Without Prof. Actors 


A suburban carpenter and builder. 
turned legit playwright, author and 
director, and all along radical direc- 
tions, has resulted in a plav titled 
‘A Bloodless Revolution,’ touring the 
New Jersey sticks prior to what is 
hoped to end in a Broadway book- 
ing. An advance car is ahead of the 
affair, with that auto painted white 
and red and proclamations about it 
in crimson wording and letters. 

Show was slated to open Friday 
(4) in Springfield, N. J. Prior to 
that it had been stopped once by 
the police, supposedly because of its 
radical nature. Subject of the play 
is given as merely being home and 
taxes and the woes of a suburbanite 
in various directions, 

The carpenter and builder is Wil- 
liam Jackson. The producing group 
is called Montclair Productions, 
headquartered in the Jersey town of 
that name and indicating, possibly, 
a little theatre group gone on a 
rampage, It is maintained the cast 
consists of professionals, but Equity 
knows nothing about it. No salaries 
are paid, it being a commonwealth 
production. 

Lettering on the advance car 
stated the ‘Revolution’ was coming 
and that it furthermore was not a 
talker. It is explained that the po- 
lice interference was allegedly 
caused, according to a ‘Revolution’ 
spokesman, because the play 
slammed politicians. 














LEGIT JUST NOW 


Paramount completely washed up 
its legit subsidiary tay-Minor 
Corp., with an agreement of Whit- 
tacker Ray and Worthington Minor 
to relinquish their contracts with 
Par. They still had several months 
to run. New company was imme- 
diately formed under the name of 
Doran, Ray and Hewes, to take over 
the plays held by Ray-Minor, with 
D. A. Doran as non-active head. 
Doran's membership in the new 
company is by consent of Para- 
mount to whom he is under a long- 
term contract as eastern. story 
editor. 

Final disappearance of Ray-Minor 
ends for the time Paramount’s legit 
interest. Company was_ started 
early in 1931 with the two heads 
given year-contracts, but was made 
inactive several months later with- 
out having accomplished a single 
production because Par began trim- 
ming down. 

Doran, Ray and Hewes, the new 
company, consists of Mr. Doran, Mr. 
tay and Mrs. Margaret Hewes. 
Latter is head of the Wharf Play- 
ers Theatre, Provinceton. Minor 
will continue with the new company 
in an associate capacity and will 
direct the first two plays. 

Program is to go into production 
with ‘Wild Waves’ by William Ford 
Manley. Piece is expected to be 
ready early in January. Later cast- 
ing will start on ‘A Trip to Pres- 
bourg.’ 


¢ ? Pl 
Fame’ as Play 
David Freedman, who co-authored 


Harry Reichenbach’s pesthumos 
autobiography, is working on a dra- 





matization of the book, to have the 
same title, ‘Phantom Fame.’ 

William Harris, jr. may  pro- 
duce it. 





Vince Youmans Sentiment in His = 


New Musical 


for Hammerstein's 





Vincent Youmans may take over 
Hammerstein's, New York, theatre 
for the presentation of his musical 
version of ‘Smilin’ Through.’ 


There are sentimental reasons for | 
retention 


Youmans’ desire for the 
and restoration of the Hammerstein 


name on the house, in addition to it 


| being of Broadway. Arthur Hammer- |} 


| stein who built it as a memorial tu 


| Firefly’ which established Youmans | 


father, Oscar, produced ‘The 


his 


as a composer. Hugo Riesenfeld will 


conduct the orchestra for the show 


land he was brought from the othe 
|side by the opera impresario as his 


concert 
} 


The bust of Oscat 


master, 


| Hammerstein would be replaced in 


| 
the 
' 


inside lobby. 
aking of his plans for the thea- 
mentioned that the opera lid in 
corner stone is a Youmans hat, 
father having been the hatter 


Spe 
tre 
| the 
his 


} dowever there is a hitch in the dea: 


Youmans in} 


and the young producer was unde- 
cided early this week. 

Lee Shubert and Jules Murry vis- 
| itea Youmans with a generous offer 
to book the show into a Shubert 
house. That's the first time Shubert 
'or Murry ever journeyed to any 
manager's office on a similar mis- 





sion. 
The cast 
Ada May, 
Winniger, 
Welltord, 
Bergen 
Jane 
Smilin’ 
Terri 
gar Nl 
ind Sammy 
Show is due 
i Christmas night. 
Bernard S$ 
| Ziegfeld office, 
public ily. 


have 
Charles 
Dallas 

Carol 


show will 

Norina Terris, 
Long, Jr., 

Powers’ and 


of the 


Nick 
Tom 
an. 

Cowl, 
Through,’ 


in 
Miss 
jud- 


DOOK 


who starred 
tout 


the 


direct 


Is « ning 
lead 
the 


dances, 


Wllo Will play 
will 


Lee the 


(revo) 


to open out ol town 


¢ 


bel, resigned from the 


will handle You- 


j Ma ns 


Receivers Can Cancel or Continue 
Actors Contracts Is One Opinion; 
Lawyers Discuss Shubert Matter 


+ ee 
i ! 

=i * al x ; 

.| A&F S STRAIGHT LEGIT Status of term contracts held by 
} factors with the Shuberts has not 
|} Firm Will Continue Also With been determined. The question at 
| Musical Productions issue is whether the Shubert Core 

oa i Had QT ae P poration or the receivers are ree- 

dan ‘ Sons é »v ; ; 
Adam id Two ons, a& new | Sponsil le. It has been discussed by 

yl: , ohr 4 Y ler yt gr Ss > - . 
|} play by John ae t, 6°€S) counsel for Equity and attorneys 
linto rehearsa Monday (7) for},., Be 
: | representing the receivers. 
|} Aarons and Freedley as the first! E ; : ae . 
| straight legit piece for this combo | squity states tha while there has 

‘to nee - been a dl; IS] 1 on th art 
Melville Burke will stage. Play , _ — — - a of 
opens at the Garrick, Philadelphia the Shubert receivers to void such 

s alt sal ICN, al a, " 

: ° contracts, no claims by actors have 
Jan. 11, with New York next, two ; ‘ ms ctors hav 
weeks later been filed as yet. It was explained 

Some ti 1k of A. & F. not doing by Equity that because the receiv- 

~ <s * 44. . ‘ hom . . : 
any more musicals ig, denied by ership was temporary, the decision 
- . “us — ¥ . ~ On *Aepte he } T. ar 
them. Their present program calls mnths — genes «: re nad eatecigghos layed. 

+for a revue immediately ‘Adam’ is , a oun a bb igs, wim Pen chs ; ntonden 
set No names of any sort for the six months the matter should be 
tee alee de “gee <7 , cleared up, it is claimed 
}revue yet, but it will be for the . ; = es 
| Hollywood Theatre on Broadway, Claims to the amount of $8,900 
|which Alex Aarons recently took have bec n filed With Equity by the 
| over from the Warners. cast of ‘Alison's House,’ one of last 
see _ en season's flops which the Shuberts 
| took over because it was awarded 
| the Pulitzer prize. This season the 
| ) Show was sent on tour, the play- 
; ers having been guaranteed six 
weeks, but the attraction was called 


back after being out two weeks. 

The show was in rehearsal prior 
to the receivership, but was ordered 
closed by the receivers. The latter 
have not indicated whether they will 
assume responsibility. If they dis- 
allow the claims Equity would then 
seek relief from the court. Should 
the receivers be upheld, the actors 
would have the same status as other 
creditors. Equity will not press the 
issue at this time, hoping the ree 
ceivership will successfully work 
the corporation out of its difficulties, 

Outside Opinion 

O’Brien, Malevinsky and Driscoll, 
requested for an opinion by ‘Vari- 
ety, stated receivers may act as 
they wish; they can recognize or 
cancel contracts, acting either way 
as they believe to be in the best 
interests of the receivership. That 
would seem to place actors’ cone 
tracts with the Shuberts in an in-« 
definite status. Similarly it would 
apply to actors’ contracts with 
other corporations meeting similar 
legal entanglements. 

It appears that the receivers have 
the right to close any Shubert show 
without further contract responsi- 
bility, but also have the power to 
compel actors to carry out existing 
contracts. 


SLIGHT SLAP TAKEN IN 
PETITION AT GILLMORE 


At the Actors’ Equity councfl 
meeting today (Tuesday) a petition 
signed by around 500 actors will be 
presented in 








opposition to any 
changes in the Equity agreement 
with the managers. Reported in- 


cluded in the petition is a politely- 
worded rebuke at Frank Gillmore 
for his alleged pro-Sunday show 
statements to the press. 

The petition is said to state the 
Equity president’s published decla- 
rations tended to suggest that the 
membership hody «2 the associa-e 
tion favored Sunday shows. ‘The 
statement as published was the 
opinion of one man, Gillmore, states 
the petition, from reports, rather 
than the unanimous inclination of 
the members. 

A portion of the Equity member- 
ship not entirely opposed to Sunday 
shows on Broadway is agreeable to 
the Sabbath performance on condie 
tion that one of the present week« 
day shows is eliminated. 


Critics Can’t Decide 
A meeting of New York's Critics 
Circle for the purpose of whether it 
is to be or not to be, Friday (4) did 
not reach a vote, 
Another session 
ve ighty problem. 


may decide the 


Constance Binney’s Return 
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Binney, legit st 
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Miss Binney hasn't been in @ 
iy for years. 

ifarold Winston will direct, piece 
opening probably around X-mas, 
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Sunday Legit Performances May 
Get Legal Showdown by Benefits 


+ 
a 








Two Sabbath observance organi- 
the 


legit show situation by making com- 


zations stepped into Sunday 


plaints to Police Commissioner 


Mulrooney, who had no other course 
to pursue than to have police from 
West 47th Street station issue sum- 
monses. The commissioner had pre- 
viously refused to interfere with the 
legit performances knowing that 
the entire proceeds went to char- 
itable purposes. That made no dif- 
ference to the long hairs. 

The religious groups have been 
picking on the legit for years with 
more effect than other form of en- 
tertainment. That they now select 
charity shows, while honky tonk 
burlesque troupes are showing on 
Sunday without complaint, aroused 
some feeling in show circles. 

The observance people selected 
three benefits for complaint. Only 
one, ‘The Cat and the Fiddle’ at the 
Globe is a legit production. The 
others were a benefit at the Carroll 
for the Jewish Federation and a 
similar show at the Shubert for the 
New York ‘American's’ Christmas 
fund. Both the latter perfurmances 
are of the concert or vaudeville sort 
and have been annual events for 
years. 

Police Don’t Like It 

were reluctant in serving 
the papers. Ben Boyar, who acted 
as manager for the benefit at the 
Carroll, accepted service with a 
smile. No manager could be found 
when the cops arrived at the Shu- 
bert and it was decided to serve 
Monday. Doorman at the Globe 
took the summons. Hearings will 
occur Wednesday (9). If those 
served are held by the magistrate 
for trial the Sunday matter in all 
phases may be again opened up. 


Police 


The city’s unemployment fund 
under the direction of Harvey D. 
Gibson quickly acted, retaining 


George Cordon Battle to defend the 
actions. There seems to be little 
doubt public sentiment is against 
the Sabbath observance group and 
that appears trebly true at present 
when show business has it shoul- 
ders to the wheel to help in the un- 
employment calamity. 

‘Louder Please’ was also slated to 
play, but there was indécision up 
to Thursday and it was decided not 
enough time remained for proper 
promotion. That show is slated for 
an unemployment benefit Sunday, 
Dec. 27. Orders for more than $400 
of tickets had been received before 
the show was called off. ‘Reunion 
in Vienna,’ at the Beck, is slated for 
next Sunday (13) for the unemploy- 
‘ment fund. 

Players’ Return 

Players in the legit benefit shows 
have raised an interesting point. 
Some live in suburban communi- 
ties where they have been asked to 
contribute to unemployment reliefs. 
They want to be assured that by 
playing Sunday they be credited 
with giving the fund the equiva- 
lent of one-eighth of their salaries. 

Legit Sundays comes up before 
Equity’s Council today (8) and the 
result is dubious. It is questioned 
if the council has the right to order 
a special meeting to vote on Sunday 
in light of the resolution adopted 
two years ago. That resolution set 
forth the matter of ticket control 
and other theatre problems, declar- 
ing that until such things had been 
accomplished, Sundays would not be 
considered, At tha: time the The- 
atre League was forming and has 
Since passed up tickets 

Although the ticket is not now 
regarded as what is the matter with 


the theatre, there has been no in 


dication that Equity’s general mem- | 


bership 
is just 


wants Sundays. Evidencs 
the opposite. A petition is 
expected to be presented the coun- 
cil in opposition. Actors have 
themselves that way at Equity’s of- 
fices. Only the Equity 
some of them appear to 


Vy oice ad 


leaders or 
really favor 


Sundays. Indications are that the 
council will not order the meeting 
unless petitioned and none such 


Was known to be in sight. 

The stage hands say 
no objection to Sundays but want 
extra pay at the rate of one-sixth 
of a week's wages. Up to now time 
and a half applies to Sundays for 
all other amusements, including pic- 
ture, vaudeville and burlesque the- 


atres. No secret that in burlesque 
the crew makes more than the 
actors. 


they have 


TWIN CITY CLUB TICKETS 


Sold for Concerts at $5, Advance, in 
Dallas—Fort Worth 


Dallas, Dec. 7. 
Civic music associations’ new 
ticket selling plan, making season 


ducats good at any concerts of the 
250 members, of bargain affair 
situations involved. 


sort 
where twin city 


Case of Dallas and Ft. Worth, 32 
miles apart, where the music fans 
get couple or more concerts gratis 


by motoring to the neighboring 
town, 

Associations’ ducats sold only on 
season basis, via advance campaign, 
at $5 per. Each town has choice of 
number of concerts and talent, de- 
pendent on amount of cash sub- 
scribed and price of talent wanted. 
Organization claims booking tie ups 
with practically all New York con- 
cert agents, also radio networks. 

Dallas group starting this season 
with 2,000 subs. Last year, as try 
out, assn. gathered around $11,000, 
netting around $200 profit at end of 
year. Which was oke, as associa- 
tions operate on non-profit basis. 


FWC HOUSES FOR F&M 
LEGIT SHOWS IN L. A. 


— 


Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 
Fox West Coast will turn the dark 
Carthay Circle over to Fanchon 








& Marco management for legit. 
Move is a forerunner of the oft- 


reported intention of F-WC to con- 
vert some theatres to legit, where 
the circuit is overseated for pic- 
tures. 

First Carthay legit booking will 
be around Christmas with ‘Lysis- 
trata’ by Morgan-Roberson. Firm 
consists of Dickson Morgan, pro- 


ducer, and George Roberson, for- 
mer stock operator, understood as 
financing. 





‘Berlin’ Is Spy Play 





Casting on ‘Berlin,’ spy play to 
be produced by Carl Reed and Ray- 
mond Moore, has been completed. 
Show to open in New York Dec. 
28. Cort theatre probable, though 
not set. 

Charlotte Granville and G. P. 
Huntley, Jr., are among the fea- 
tured names. Others include 
Charles Richman, Sydney Green- 
street, Henry Wadsworth, Helen 
Vinson and Armand Cortez. 





English Show Going In 
2d Ave. Yiddish House 


An English show will shortly open 
at the 2nd Avenue theatre, New 
York, an innovation for that locale 
and the first time anything outside 
of Yiddish attractions has played 
that stage, although there have been 
talkers. Show, soon to go into re- 
hearsal, is ‘Bleeker Street,’ de- 
scribed as a sort o Italian ‘Street 
Scene.’ 

Producing is the Travers group. 
Howard Southgate is directing. 
Miriam Pattista and Frances Brag- 
giotti will probably play the two 
leads. 

With the Yiddish stage as is, the 
English idea may mean a source of 
relief hitherto unthought of. 


Werba ‘Mettine 


With Brandts out of legit book- 
ing along the subway, Louis Wer- 
ba has started booking the Majes- 








tic, Brooklyn house, for Stair & 
| Nicolai. 

Werba stays with Srandts on 
their show, ‘Society Girl,’ now re- 


hearsing 


Hammerstein's Title 
Longest title of the season prob- 
ably belongs to Arthur Hammer- 
stein for his first non-musical try, 
scheduled to begin in early January. 
jIt's ‘The Man Who Reclaimed His 

| Head,’ written by Jean Bart. 

Herbert Biberman will stage. 

Next at Amsterdam 

‘Star Dust,’ E. Ray 


Goetz’ 


Imipe nd- 


ing musical, will probably go into 
the New Amsterdam to follow ‘Band 
Wagon.’ 

It’s claimed that the Goetz show 





will open on Broadway in February. 








Cain’s Critical 





One of the minnie producers 
who had to fold after only a half 
dozen _ performances recently 
phoned Cain's’ storehouse to 
come for the scenery. Store- 
house refused. 

‘No, sir,’ he was told. ‘We 
won't take it unless you rewrite 
that third act.’ 











PLAGIARISM SUIT IS 
GIVEN SHORT SHRIFT 


Decision in favor of Schwab and 
Mandel, defendants in a plagiarism 
suit brought against the legit pro- 
ducers by Henry T. Hallahan, was 
rendered by Federal Judge Robert 
P. Patterson Thursday. (3). Halla- 
han brought suit, alleging plagiar- 
ism of his play, ‘Bad News,’ by S. 
& M.’s ‘Good News’. 

Unusual ruling was 

Judge Patterson when 
testimony which the 
planned .to introduce was forbid- 
den. Hallahan, through his attor- 
ney, Col. William Donavan, sought 
to introduce Edwin Hopkins and 
Prof. Rudolph Sommerville of N. 
Y. U. as dramatic experts to testi- 
fy in his behalf. That the judge 
also gave decision without the at- 
torneys’ customary summation is 
also considered unusual. Producers 
were represented by Henry Rein- 
heimer. 
Hallahan brought action for the 
entire profits of ‘Good News’. The- 
ory in the decision for the pro- 
ducers is explained as being that 
Hallahan’s play, which he allegedly 
submitted for production, was not 
copyrightable because it drew too 
much from common experience and 
was not unique enough for copy- 
right, 


made by 
all expert 
plaintiff 





‘PEARLY GATES’ BLAMED 


8 Colored Thespians Still Stranded 
In Chicago 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 

Some eight or nine colored sing- 
ers, late of the flop colored spiritual 
‘Pearly Gates,’ are still stranded 
here. Show folded after one week 
at the Apoilo last September, with 
the promoters skipping. Names of 
either one of the two could not 
be ascertained inasmuch as no man- 
agement other than Pearly Gates, 
Inc., appeared in connection with 
the show. 

Singers were brought on from 
Atlanta in a deal with the Fred- 
erick Hall school there. Originally 
there were 24 singers, but some 
were able to get back home by 
hitch-hiking or bus transportation. 
Of those stranded here a few have 
obtained odd jobs at menial work 
while the remainder have been sup- 
ported by the United Charities or- 
ganization. 

Plight of these colored folk was 
brought out by Allen King, one of 
the members of the troupe, who is 
in the same pickle. ‘Pearly Gates’ 
set out to be another ‘Green Past- 
ures’ in musical form, preceding 
the latter show here by a few days. 


Shuberts’ Private Deals with — 
Corp. Fit Subject for Inquiry 


ee se 


== 





REVIVING ‘DEAREST ENEMY’ 


Geo. Ford After Idea—$2.50 Top— 
Many of Original Cast Perhaps 


George Ford hopes to open a re- 
vival of ‘Dearest Enemy,’ by Fields, 


Rogers and Hart, in Troy, i 
around New Year's. Ford pro- 
duced the musical at the Knicker- 
bocker, New York, in 1925 as one 
of the earlier contributions of this 
writing trio. 


Helen Ford, wife of the producer, 
will be featured in the revival, as 
she was when it was first produced. 
Manager hopes to get some others 


of the original cast, including 
Charles Purcell, Ditmar Poppen, 
Harry Eldridge, Helen Spring, 


Harold Crane, 

Ford’s present 
Gulliver's Travels’ opened two 
weeks ago at the Hudson, New 
York, to a very bad reception, with 
the revival indicating the producer 
feels safer in that direction. 

After upper New York State, 
‘Enemy’ will go to Boston apd 
Philadelphia before Broadway. 
Seale will be $2.50 top. 


USING RADIO CITY AS 
DRAMA SCHOOL LURE 


Increased activity among. the 
pettier racketeers concerned with 
the drama and that with a capital 
D as styled by them, has been noted 
lately, with the explanation offered 
as lying in Radio City. Angle of 
this development is that the various 
dramatie coaches, elecution teachers 
and phoney little theatre finaglers 
hope that by increasing their carry- 
ings on now, thus possibly building 
up their reps, they may get the 
little theatre job, if any at Radio 
City. 

Within the past few weeks, advs 
have appeared under all possible 
qualifications in one of the city’s 
Sunday encyclopedias. Investiga- 
tion traced this to the Radio City 
angle. This adv was not the only 
one. Various school operators don't 
seem to figure that their reps, or 
lack of them, will kill off any chance 
they have of landing at Radio City. 
Presently, as far as known, there 
is no shrimp theatre intended for 
that amusement centre. 

Various chisels and gyps are be- 
ing used, as e’er. Nicks for instruc- 
tion and how to walk across the 
stage, weekly or monthly dues and 
acting for nil in those amateur play 
affairs, as usual, 


All Male Mixed Cast 


Frank Wilson, colored actor, is set 
for the lead in Henry Forbes’ mixed 
cast show, ‘Bloodstream.’ It starts 
rehearsing this month. Fred Schlick 
the author. 

Play is laid in a southern penal 


candidate ‘Miss 











mine, and is an all male show. 





Legit Stars Now Renting Costly 
Suites Get Close Credit Scrutiny 





Chicago, Dec. 7. 

Yor the first time the better class 
hotels are probing the credit ratings 
of legit stars who, on the way to 
Chicago with their shows, have 
written for reservations. Before re- 
plying to such queries, the hostelries 
now turn the names over to a com- 
mercial investigating agency to get 
the lowdown on the mazda boys‘ and 
girls’ financial standing. 

No matter how big the name is in 
the theatrical firmament, it goes on 
the credit inquiry list. That, of 
course, depends on the rental in- 
volved. If the reservation is just 
for a room at the moderate scale, 
the hotel even now stands ready to 
take a chance. But when the order 
jcalls for an expensive suite, the 
credit department wants to know 
all about the monetary antecedents, 
social connections, professional his- 
tory and whatnot of the acting pros- 
pect before passing back word that 
;everything’s oke and assigning a 
j bellhop to dust off the mat. 





Combination of circumstances and 
experiences have forced them, the 
hotel men explain, to adopt this 
credit rating policy for the top-bill- 
ing lads and lassie:, It’s not so 
much the general unsettled state of 
show business that worries them 
when renting out their best suites 
to the marquee names as the sus- 
picion that the tenants are putting 
on a bigger spread than they can 
afford, 

These legit topnotchers, the hosts 
figure, have had to slice their sal- 
aries as well as the rest of the pro- 
fession, and it is natural to deduce 
that they can’t %e in a position to 
quarter themselves in the same 
high-priced suite they occupied dur- 
ing their last stand here two or 
three years ago. Hotel men admit 
they may be wrong, but it’s better 
to take no Anyway, they 
add, they're buying the commercial 
agency’s service on an 


chances, 


annual re- 





tainer, and just few more requested 
; inquiries doesn't co: 
jextre 


i them anything 


» 





Federal Judge Gaffey, So. Dis. 
trict, N. Y., has recommended in 
open court the investigation of the 
private and personal interests of the 
Shuberts in connection with 
Shubert Theatre Corporation. 
recommendation was 


the 
Thig 
made to 


counsel for the receivers of the 
company who were invited by 
Judge Gaffey to consult with him 


on how to 
vestigation. 

This inquest was suggested in re 
marks by Attorney Kast at the 
hearing held before Judge Gaffey, 
Wednesday (2) during the hearing 
of interested creditors and stock. 
holders as to the advisability of 
continuing the present receivership, 
Kast stated he represented sone 
$8,500 in bondholder value and while 
recommending the continuance of 
the present receivership along with 
the other creditors who were repre. 
sented felt that .this 
phase of the Shuberts’ 
might be surveyed. 

Kast stated his suggestion to this 
effect was prompted by paragraph 


prosecute such an in. 


particular 
activities 


18 of Receivers’ Report No. 1. He 
stated that this section of the re- 
port laid open the suspicion that 


some co-mingling of the private and 
personal property interests of the 
Shuberts may have occurred with 
the properties of the Shubert The- 
atre Corporation. 

Objections of William Klein, at- 
torney for the Shuberts, who arose 
to remonstrate against Kast’s sug. 
gestion as unbased and unreasonable 
charges, were unavailing with the 
Court which cautioned Klein that 
Kast’s ‘remarks were not to be 
taken as charges but that Kast’s 
suggestion is well taken as a pro- 
tective measure for the creditors 
involved, 

Kast’s suggestion 
contrary aspect of 
which was featured 
presence of a dozen or 
lawyers, none recognized as from 
show business or remotely cone 
nected with it outside of Klein, Shue 
bert lawyer. All, including Kast, 
recommended the continuance of the 
present receivership. 

Among the reasons presented to 
the Court for continuance by coun- 
sel was that the coming two 
months were considered the _ best 
periods in show business and @ 
change of receivership might theres 
fore not be advisable. The ree 
ceivership therefore was extended 
and upon advice of counsel for the 
Receivers, for six additional months. 

Around 150 or more spectators 
who may have been bondholders and 
stockholders crowded the courtroom 
in the Woolworth building with 
many standing outside. 


Indies’ Survey 


Another independent group of 
bondholders’ interests, headed by 
Charles H. Hyde also plans a caree 
ful survey of the Shubert organe 
ization. They are in no rush. A 
list of queries is to be handed to the 
receivers and if satisfactory eXe¢ 
planations do not result, application 
to the court for examination of the 
books will follow. They want to 
know about the lease transactions 
between the corporation and the 
Trebuhs Co. which is owned by the 
Shuberts privately. 

In the face of the receivers’ first 
report and on account of the first 
four weeks of the receivership OpP- 
eration, it looked like no ready cash 
was on hand. About $120,000 in 
cash was set forth, including $50,- 
000 raised when Lee Shubert bought 
that amount of receivers’ certif- 
icates, the total issue being $150, 
000. It was stated the losses for the 
first month were $121,000. But the 
report of last week stated that 
$70,000 cash was on hand. The eX- 
planation is that’ the original 
amounts included mortgage inter 
est, taxes and other fixed charges 
which were not paid and remain as 
added liabilities. 

The receivers stated that with the 
cash on hand and some $300,000 = 
properties, costumes and scenery 19 
the downtown warehouse, they €** 


was 
the 
mostly 


the only 
hearing 
by the 
more 


pected to present five or six Pro- 
ductions during January and that 
the affairs of the corporation should 
be in much better shape. ; 

The report shows current assets 
of $960,000 including the warehouse 


liabilities 





contents, while current ns 
total $2,808,000, Of that $826,000 ‘d 
owed on mortgages and sae 
purchase payments, wl! Ritvae >" 
[totals the notes payable. Wille © 
(Cont&mned on pis: vo) 
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REGHETEMATE 








Lean Xmas Lesit Showing Along 
Bway; Over 50% of Houses Dark 





There are 28 attractions on Broad- 
way, rated as productions, As there 
are approximately 60 theatres within 
the theatre zone, the legit darkness 
extends to more than 50%. 

Next week, the week 
Christmas, has no carded premieres 


and unless one or more suddeniy 
turn up, it will be the first pre- 
Christmas blank within memory. 
Usually attractions come in before | 
the holiday rush, but there is no 
rush this season. 

Several shows are expected to 
shut down the week of Dec. 21, 


opening on the holiday (Christmas 
falls on Friday) but temporary sus- 
pensions for. next week have not 
been set, if any. Holiday scales are 
not likely to be raised for but few 
attractions. Added matinees dur- 


ing the holidays will probably be 
kept down. 
‘Counsellor at Law’ is a hit and 


its pace of $19,000 each of the past 
two weeks says so. Same goes for 
‘The Good Fairy,’ which got $16,000 
for its first full week. ‘Elektra’ and 
‘Reunion’ are the dramatie leaders 
with ‘Wimpole Street’ continuing to 
excellent business. 

The surprise of last week was the 
jump in the business of ‘The Social 
Register.’ It moved from the Ful- 
ton, Where the gfoss was $7,800 and 
grossed $12,400 at the Cohan. 

No change in the musicals. 
Laugh Parade’ leads in 
demand. ‘Vanities’ is well 
capacity. ‘Cat and Fiddle’ 
strong, up ‘to $29,000 last 
‘Band Wagon’ fair. 

Two openings las‘ week and other 
in doubt—'After All’ at the Booth 
and ‘Bloody Laughter,’ 49th Street. 
Both opened late in the week. 

Due Christmes week: ‘Of Thee I 
Sing,’ Music Box; National Junior 
Theatre, in revivals, Elliott; ‘Mi- 
kado,’ Erlanger’s; bookings not set 
for ‘Mighty Crowd,’ revival of ‘Fata 
Morgana’ and ‘The Bride the Sun 
Shines On.’ 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘After All,’ Booth (2d week) (C- 
730-$3). Opened Thursday (3); first 
night opinion markedly mixed; bet- 
ter line this week. 

‘Barretts of Wimpole Street,’ Em- 
pire (39th week) (C-1,099-$3.85). 
Very little change here even on bad 
Friday, which hurt all along line; 
about $18,000 and big for this run 
show. 

‘Bloody Laughter,’ 49th Street (2d 
week) (D-700-$2.50). Opened Fri- 
day last week, drawing divergent 
opinion. 

‘Brief Moment,’ Belasco (5th 
week) (C-1,000-$3). Agency buy off 
but brokers doing fairly well for 
this comedy; class draw to nearly 
$12,000. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Globe (9th week) 
(O-1,416-$4.40). One of best things 
in town; last week bettered holi- 
day week, going to $29,000. 

‘Church Mouse,’ Playhouse (9th 
week) (C-984-$3). Much better than 
early indications and turning mod- 
erate but steady profit at over 
$10,000. 

‘Counsellor - at - Law,’ 
(6th week) (C-1,042-$3). They love 
this show and week-end trade 
freat; takings up to $19,000, close 
to capacity. 

‘Cynara,’ 
(CD-893-$3). 
ners with 
$17,000. 

‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ Shubert 
(9th week) (M-1,395-$3). Does 
very well on Saturdays; estimated 
around $12,000 last week, not good 
for musical. 

‘Left Bank,’ Little (10th week) 
(D-530-$3). Sophisticated comedy 
not really big, but operates to some 
profit; last week over $7,000. 

‘Louder Please,’ Masque (5th 
week) (C-700-$3). Laugh show do- 
ing moderately; revised script may 
do some good; around $7,000. 

‘Miss Gulliver’s Travels,’ Hudson 
(3d week) (C-1,040-$3). Final week; 
backers made rental arrangement 
for three weeks; little cut rate trade 
with nightly walk-ouis. 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ Guild 
(7th week) (D-914-$6). Dramatic 
leader continues to pack ’em in; 
$25,000. 

‘Reunion at Vienna,’ Beck (4th 
week) (C-1,168-$3). Playing to 
standee trade and actual comedy 
leader, close to $23,000. 

‘Scandals,’ Apollo (13th week) 
(R-1,168-$5.50). Last week 37,000. 

‘Sing High, Sing Low,’ Harris 
(5th week) (C-1,051-$3). Picked up 
somewhat last week and may get by 
in moderate way; claimed around 
$8,000, 

‘Social Register,’ Cohan (5th 
week) (C-1,400-$3). Surprise jump 
of Broadway; moved here from Ful- 
ton and gross improved from $7,800 
to $12,400. 

‘Springtime for Henry,’ Bijou (ist 


‘The 
agency 
under 

very 
week. 


Plymouth 


Moroseo (6th week) 
Among leading win- 
weekly pace averaging 


week) (CD-605-$3). Presented by 
Macgowan and Reed; written by 
Benn W. Levy; opens Wednesday 


(9). 

‘The Band Wagon,’ New Amster- 
dam (27th week) (R-1,423-$5.50). 
Some talk of ‘Star Dust’ in January, 


. | 
before | 








but current hit revue may last 

longer; last week around $31,000, 
‘The Devil’s Host,’ Forrest (4th 

week) (D-1,015-$3). Little attention 


drawn by this mystery affair: pic- 
| ture rights protected by playing this 
week, but doubtful thereafter; may- 
be $3,000, 


‘The Good Fairy,’ Henry Miller's 





(3d week) (C-946-$3). First full 
week substantiated strong starting 
pace by grossing $16,000; capacity | 


; except for one night. 


‘The Guest Room,’ Biltmore. With- | 


drawn 
playing 
weeks, 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Imperial (6th 
week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Virtua] ca- 
pacity; indications are for good 
run; business about $33,500. 

‘The Passing Present,’ Barrymore 
(Ist week) (C-1,090-$3. Presented 
by Arthur Hopkins; written by 
Gretchen Damroch; opened Monday 
Ca). 

‘Two Seconds,’ Ritz. Taken off Sat- 
urday after playing nine to 
mild business. 

‘Vanities,’ Earl Carroll (16th week) 
(R-2,550-$3). Now on eight-per- 
formance basis, two matinees hav- 


middle 
to 


last 
money 


of 
smal] 


x ie 
week 


for eight 


weeks 


ing been dropped; estimated around | 


$46,000. 
‘Widow in Green,’ Cort (4th week) 
(C-1,043-$3). Missed first two per- 


formances last week; resumed 
Wednesday afternoon with fair 
trade thereafter. 

‘1931,’ Mansfield (1st week) (D- 


1,050-$3). Presented 
(Group Theatre); 
and Paul Sifton; 
(10). 


independently 
written by Claire 
opens Thursday 


Other Attractions 

‘Little Women,’ Playhouse; re- 
vived by William A. Brady for spe- 
cial matinees in between regularly 
presented ‘A Church Mouse’; opened 
Monday. 

‘The Second Coming,’ Province- 
town Playhouse; written by George 
Bryant; opens tonight (8). 

‘Naughty Marietta,’ Erlangers; 
revival opened Monday. 

‘Streets of New York,’ 48th Street; 
revival; last weeks announced. 


Cornelia Otis Skinner, Avon; 
monolog. 

‘Coastwise Annie,’ Belmont; house 
back from films with something 


from Greenwich Village. 


PHILLY ABOUT DARK 
ON LEGIT UNTIL XMAS 


Philadelphia, Dee. 7. 

From now on until Christmas 
night Philly’s legit will be much 
conspicuous by its absence, 

Tonight’s opening of the Adams- 
Skinner “Merchant of Venice” re- 
vival at the Broad winds up the pre- 
Christmas bookings. After this 
week only the Chestnut, with ‘Hay 
Fever,’ and the Shubert, with ‘Rhap- 
sody in Black,’ will be open. It is 
likely the colored revue will call it a 
day after Saturday (12). 

With shows radically reduced, 
business should have been better 
than it was last week. ‘Hay Fever,’ 
third sponsored by pro-players at 
the Chestnut, did benefit. It got 
$11,000, very good and meant plenty 
of profit. 

Civie Light Opera Co. wound up 
five weeks at the Garrick with a 
sound $12,000 for ‘Iolanthe.’ Some 
of the operas presented lost a little, 
put not as much as claimed. ‘Third 
Little Show’ stayed a week too long 
and dropped lots last week at the 
Forrest. Decision to decamp Satur- 
day was made as late as Friday 
afternoon. In last week under $9,000. 

Holiday openings are: Christmas 
night, Fred Stone’s musical, ‘Smiling 
Faces’, at the Forrest; Arch Selwyn’s 
‘The Devil Passes,” at the Broad, 
and ‘Blossom Time’ at Shubert. Sat- 
urday night (26) Vincent Youman’s 
musical, ‘Smilin’ Thru,’ at the Gar- 
rick. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Merchant of Venice” (Broad). 


One week. ‘Passing Present,’ weak 
in 2d and final week at $7,000. 
House dark after Saturday unt: 


Christmas night. 
‘Hay Fever’ (Chestnut. 24 week). 
Off to favorable start with $11,000. 
‘Rhapsody in Black’ (Shubert, 3d 
week). Negro revue, uneven. Good 


some nights and bad others. Con- 
tinuance uncertain. 

Garrick is dark. 

Forrest is dark. ‘Third Little 
Show’ way down to $8,409 in las 
week. 


Jolson $27,000—Cincy 
Cincinnati, Dee. 7. 
cot $27,000 in ‘Wonder 
Shubert last week with 


Jolson 


Al 


Bar” at the 


turnaway business Saturday mati- 
nee, 

This is the biggest lezit gross 
jy ’ n months 


after | 





| stock, 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ 
(road, Guild), Guild. 

‘Society Girl’ (Wm. Brandt), 
Ambassador, 


VARIETY 


‘Payment Deferred, Rave, $9,000; 
Marching By, $18,000, Building 





Chicago, Dee. 7. 
Town's legit list is reduced to nine 





‘Trespass’ (Geo. Brandt), 
Geneva. 

‘Broken Dishes’ (road, Bid- 
dell), Booth. 

‘Heads or Tails’ (Collins), 
Cort. | 


Fulton, K. of C. 
‘Berlin’ (Reed & Moore), 48th 
St 
‘Papavert’ (Gordon & 
Vanderbilt. 
‘Mighty Proud’ (Batchelor & 


Zelli), 


Dare), Alvin. ; 
‘Animal Kingdom’ (Miller), 
Miller. 
‘Never Rains’ (Hymans), 
New Yorker. 











LIVES’ $8,000 IN 
4TH L. A. WEEK’ 


Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 
‘Private 


legit bet 


Lives’ remains the best| 
in town, On its fourth 
the Hollywood Playhouse 
it held steady to $8,000, average take 
Theatre parties are 


week at 





since opening. 
g the about three 
Everett 
return 


{ downstairs 
nights weekly. Edward 
Horton fans giving his 
to the stage plenty of support and 
it looks as if the attraction will re- 
main until the holidays. 

‘Tonight or Never’ at the Belasco 
folded to $8,000 in its third week. 
Angelenos not attracted by the title 
or star, Helen Gahagan. Opening 
of the picture (Gloria Swanson) at 
United Artists Friday didn’t help. 

Duncan Sisters in ‘Topsy and Eva’ 
at the El Capitan slid to an unex- 
pected $7,800 on second week. Re- 
vived musical first figured to draw 
heavily. Extra billing and adver- 
tising may pull it up and get the 
east side trade. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Topsy and Eva,’ El Capitan (M- 
1,571; $1.50) (2nd week). Not so 
hot at $7,800, with the personal] fol- 
lowing of the Duncans not show- 
ing up. 

‘Tonight or Never,’ Belasco (CD- 
1,103; $2) (8rd, final week). Blew 
to $8,000; house remaining dark un- 
til Christmas when ‘Grand Hotel’ 
opens. 

‘Private Lives,’ Hollywood Play- 
house (C-1,152; $2) (4th week). 
Profitable at $8,000. Getting the 
best play in town. 


‘LIVES’ ALONE $10,000: 
PTSBGH. RATHER LIGHT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 7. 

Nixon hardly up to expectations 
last week with ‘Private Lives,’ 
turning in only a fair $10,000. Single 
legit here. 

Top $2.50 and opened well, skidded 
through mid-week but wound up 
pretty strong. 

Guild backing assures ‘As Hus- 
bands Go,’ current, good send-off. 


NOTHING TO EXCITE IN 
BOSTON BUT ‘FOLLIES’ 


Boston, Dee, 7. 

Opening of ‘The Follies’ at the 
Colonial tonight is the highspot of 
an otherwise very scant line-up. 
Last week at the only two houses 
open, the Shubert with ‘Student 
Prince,’ and Plymouth with Ethel 
Barrymore, was pretty good. 

‘Of Thee I Sing’ opens at the Ma- 
jestic tomorrow (8). 


$4,500 for Stock 


Minneapolis, Dec. 7. 
With Fiske O'Hara as guest star, 
Bainbridge Players at the Shubert 
did around an okay $4,500 last week. 
Dramatic stock’s current offering is 
‘The Wise Virgin,’ with three new 
members, Louise Gerard Hunting- 


buyin 


are 

















rate card resort, dove to $16,000, or 
five grand under the preceding week. 


for his brother at Erlanger, re- 
marked: ‘They'll make a week-stand 
out of Chicago if they don’t stop the 
cut rates and two-for-ones.’ 

Only one of the past week's new- 
comers managed to hold its head 
above the red water. That was 
‘Marching By,’ operetta, at the 
Great Northern. Show opened with 
searcely any ballyhoo outside the 
Sunday papers and to almost a 50% 
paper audience, Critics next day let 
themselves go and gave this the 
hottest sendoff of the season, two 
of them 
that it’s in for a smash run. Box 
office, nevertheless, didn’t get start- 
ed until the Wednesday matinee, 
which drew near capacity. Ensuing 
pace was strong enough to lift the 
take over the $18,000 mark for the 
first week. 

‘This Weaker Sex’ unveiled last 
Sunday night to a unanimous pan- 
ning from the reviews and decided 
to call it a run after the ninth per- 
formance. Gross amounted to less 
than a grand, and the cast was paid 


the 


out of the Equity bond for two 
weeks and shipped back to New 
York. When ‘Tonight or Never’ at 


the Adelphi started to skip sharply 
at the beginning of the week, Ralph 
Kettering took it as a sign to cut 


FRISCO LEGITS STRONG; 
BEBE DANIELS $7,500 


San Francisco, Dee. 7. 

Henry Duffy had a draw in Bebe 
Daniels in ‘Last of Mrs. Cheney’ at 
the Alcazar. Neatest business house 
has had in months, Show will 
probably do but three weeks here 
as Miss Daniels is anxious to play 
it in Hollywood. 

Second of the light opera produc- 
tions, ‘Chocolate Soldier,’ at the 
Geary also doing well. Under a 
larger nut now than before with the 
cast now Equitized instead of work- 
ing under the previous gratis propo- 
sition. Third and final week of ‘The 
Silent Witness’ at the Curran held 
up well but house is currently dark. 
Sid Goldtree’s ‘Whoops My Dear,’ at 
the 350-seat Green Street, is build- 
ing. 








Estimates for Last Week 

‘Last of Mrs. Cheney,’ Alcazar (D- 
1,300; $2.50) (1st week). Bebe Dan- 
iels a draw and $7,500 best biz in 
months. 

‘The Silent Witness,’ Curran (D- 
1,700; $2.50) (3rd and last week). 
Bowed out to okay $8,000. 

‘Chocolate Soldier,’ Geary (0- 
1,600; $2) (1st week). Good on 
$7,000. 

‘Whoops My Dear,’ Green Street 
(F-250; $1.50) (2nd week). Building 
at $1,200. 


Ratoff with Balieff 


Chicago, Dee. 7. 
Gregory Ratoff in town to play 
j} the lead role in his own production 
| of ‘Girl Crazy’ is trying to line up a 





house for Dec. 27 for a new all- 
tussian ‘Chauve Souris’ with Bali- 
eff. 3ut Chicago is booked solid 


around that time with the Princess 
a sole possibility. 

Balieff is now playing four weeks 
on the road with his present Eng- 
lish-speaking company who wili re- 
turn to ngland after the final week 





ton, Alice Davenport and Kenneth 


Rowland, formerly with the St. Paul | 


next 
who 


returns 
Erway, 


Victor 
week, supplanting 
goes to Portland. 


Jory 
Ben 


With ‘Footlight Flashes,’ Harry 
Hirsch’s burlesque stock at the 
Gayety, pulled about $3,500. Wres- 
tling match as an added Friday 
night attraction helped swell. 

The Metropolitan lights up for 


three nights next week, when ‘House 


Beautiful’ holds forth. Theatre 
(inild's ‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ 
omes in for three days Dec. 28, 


in Washington. jalieff then 
scheduled to come to Chicago where 


| with tatoff, who is interested, he 

| will reorganize, 

B’WAY TATTLER PLAY 

| Hollywood, Dee. 7. 

Pen Markson and Allan Rivkin 

j}are turning their one-act play, ‘Is 

|My Face Red?’ into a three-acter 
Play was produced here at the 

| Writers’ Club. It's about a Broud- 

j way columnist. 


{the run from the scheduled four 
| weeks to three. Cast returned to 
for the current week. Five shows |} New York Saturday night. 

blew Saturday night, with ‘Grand| Other three that moved out Sat- 
Hotel,’ opening tomorrow (8) at the! urday night were ‘Vinegar Tree,’ 
Grand the single replacement ‘Blossom Time’ and ‘Blue Ghost.’ 
Agencies have loaded themselves up| First one’s three-week sojourn 
| for the latter and the specs are/|turned out a complete fizzle, while 
| grabbing everything down front Blossom Time held over for a 
that’s loose. Heavy advance de 
mand upon all sources has no pre- 
cedent except ‘Green Pastures’ this 
| season, 

Grosses took a clipping generally 
last week. ‘Crazy Quilt,’ which 
started the stanza off with cut- 


vouchsafing the prediction | 


had netted a neat little 
for Shuberts. ‘Blue Ghost’ 
had a fair to losing run at the Play- 
Condensed an hour's ver- 
sion, it moved 
for three weeks of 
dayers over 
ture circuit. 

Nothing but 


fourth week 
kitty f the 


to 
sat irday 
to ft 


~ ‘ + . 
states 


nouse 
out night 
iree- 


pic- 


one 


Great 


the 


‘Grand Hotel’ carded 


to open the current week. Entry of 
‘Three's a Crowd,’ Erlanger, has 
been advanced to Dec. 20. Christ- 


mas Night brings Al Jolson’s ‘Won- 


Meaning also a dip into the car- 
mine for Billy Rose, the producer, 
who had to stay on at the Apollo 
against his wishes and better judg- | 
ment. con 

Rival revue. Earl Carroll's ‘Van- | derbar’ into the Apollo, and ‘Broken 
ities,’ just about made last week’s | Dishes’ _ into the Adelphi, Harry 
erade, or, in other words, $22,000 | Minturn'’s version of ‘Elizabeth the 
Commenting on the legit situation 


here, Jim Carroll, handling the show | 


| Queen’ unveils two days later at the 

Studebaker. Also on the prospect 
list is ‘Mr. Whistler’ for the Black- 
stone, Dec. 21. 


|} week) 





is | 


| 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Blossom Time,’ Grand (4th-final 
(O-1,360; $3). Garnered bet- 
than $12,000 on the extended 
week, Moved to Pittsburgh for a 
week. Could have done another 
hefty week here. Cast given notice. 

‘Blue Ghost,’ Playhouse (6th-final 
week) (D-603; $3). Run didn’t turn 
out well for either house or pro- ' 
ducer, Harry Minturn. Picked up 
around $4,000 on the final lap. Shut- 
ters up on the house until at least 
the first of the year. 

‘Crazy Quilt,’ Apollo (9th 
(R-1,430; $3). Went cut rate 
Monday, but they didn’t start to 
show in big numbers at the b. o. 
until Thursday. Tally just about 
nudged $16,000. Has two weeks yet 
to go at this spot and Billy Rose 
figures it will cost him plenty. 

‘Girl Crazy,’ Garrick (9th week) 
(M-1,997; $3). Week-to-week no- 
tice went up last Monday, with cast 


ter 


week) 
last 


notified of possible shutdown for 
four days preceding Christmas, 
Shuberts last Thursday stopped 


posting the daily cast salary with 
Equity to make up for the money 


drawn out of the bond to pay off 
Aarons & Freedley royalties a 
couple of weeks ago. Claimed re- 


ceivership prevented taking money 
out of the box office for the escrow. 
Show closes immediately unless the 


second week's salary is in the 
Equity till by tonight (7). Claimed 
$11,500 for the past week. Greg- 


ory Ratoff replaced Benny Rubin in 
the cast last night. 

‘Green Pastures,’ [Illinois (11th 
week) (D-1,365; $3). Agency call 
dropped off about 20%. Down to 
$15,000, which meant just about 
breaking even. No closing date, 
however, in sight. 

‘Marching By,’ Great Northern 
(1st week) (D-1,165; $3). Looks like 
a clicker for Chicago. Initial week's 
$18,000 not so hot, but it’s building. 


‘Payment Deferred,’ Harris (ist 
week) (D-1,219; $3) Concerted 


praise from the critics, with the act- 
ing of Charles Laughton taking the 
biggest bouquet of the season. Box- 
office could only show around $9,000, 
most of this coming from the Dra- 
matic League subscribers. Looks 
like play’s grisly theme is too much 
for Chicago's sensitivities. 

‘Ten Nights in a Bar Room,’ 
Studebaker (2d week) (D-1,001; $1). 
Near beer and sandwiches between 
the acts over the stage bar is still 
drawing the frolickers. Jumped bet- 
ter than a grand over the previous 
week, At $6,000 it’s gravy for Billy 
3ryant. Good at least for two more 
weeks. 

‘This Weaker Sex,’ Cort (ist-final 
week) (C-1,984; $3). Didn't have a 
chance after the critical lambasting 
it got. Consensus averaged that a 
good cast was wasted on a poor 
play, and Laura Wilck, following the 
third performance, wired in the 
folding notice. Take for the nine 
showings less than $1,000, the low 
for the past two seasons. House 
went dark. 

‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow,’ Black- 
stone (24 week) (D-1,290; $3). Not 
liked locally but claims $12,000 for 
the next to last stanza. House dark- 
ens at the end of the current week 
until] the Zlst, when ‘Mr. Whistler’ is 


slated to open. 

‘Tonight or Never,’ Adelphi (3d- 
final week) (C-908; $3). Held up 
nicely until last Sunday, drooping 
away on the fadeout stanza to 
around $7,000. Lights out until_- 
Christmas night, when ‘Broken 


Dishes’ moves in. 

‘Vanities,’ Erlanger (3d week) (R- 
1,318: $3). Took a struggle to reach 
that $22,000. With ‘Crazy Quilt’ cut 


rating, chances favor a sharp drop 


i for the fourth and final week of the 


Earl Carroll nature cult. Slated to 
lay off a week and open in Milwau- 
kee Christmas Day. 


‘Vinegar Tree, Selwyn (3d-final 


week) (C-1,086; $3). Slhumped to 
| $7,000 on the pull-out week. Left™ 
| Saturday for Cleveland. 
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Mgt. Charged Actor at $75 Weekly, 
$5,000 for Release from Show 











Vanderbilt Productions, Inc., of 
which Robert V. Newman is presi- 
dent, has filed suit against Roy 
Roberts, actor, currently in ‘Every- 
body's Welcome,’ for $5,000 for al- 


legedly failing to live up to an 
agreement entered into between 


Newman and the actor. 

The producer alleges than on July 
7, last, he entered into a contract 
with Roberts whereby the latter was 
to be released from his show, ‘Old 
Man Murphy, which Roberts de- 
sired. In consideration for the re- 
lease, claims the producer, Roberts 
agreed to pay him $5,000 out of all 
salaries earned by Roberts after 
July 7 at the rate of $100 per week, 
with the proviso that if there was 
a default in any of the payments 
while the actor was working, the 
whole $5,000 became due. 

Newman alleges that on Sept. 4, 
Roberts, earning $200 per week in 
‘Everybody's Welcome,’ refused to 
pay him. 

Roberts’ Side 


Julius Kendler, attorney for Rob- 


erts, in his answer to Newman's 
complaint, says that on May 14, 
last, the Vanderbilt Productions 
placed Roberts under contract to 


appear in its show ‘Old Man Mur- 
phy’ at $100 per week for the run 
of the play during this season. On 
July 7, 1931, after Roberts requested 
a release from ‘Murphy’ because the 
show was running on a week to 
week closing notice and his salary 
had been cut to $75, and Roberts 
had had an offer of a better job, 
Newman had his attorney draw up 
the $5,000 agreement. Roberts, it is 
avered, was not represented by an 
attorney at that time 

At that time Roberts signed the 
agreements, alleges Kendler, New- 
man represented to the actor that 
he had made arrangements for 
‘Murphy’ to close for the summer 
months and reopen in September 
and run to June i, 1932. When 
‘Murphy’ reopened in September, 
avers Kendler, it only ran for two 
weeks and then folded. 

Kendler claims Newman saw how 
anxious Roberts was to get a re- 
lease and therefore took advantage 
to get $5,000 from the actor. 

Roberts has filed a counter-suit 
against Newman for $75 for the 
three weeks he worked during which 
his salary was cut. 


EQUITY SUES ON BOND 
POSTED BY BROWN CO. 


Equity has instituted suit against 
the Alliance Casualty Co. to collect 
on a bond posted by that firm for 
Chamberlain Brown’s stock com- 
pany at the Riviera, Broadway and 
96th street, New York. 

Salary bond had as its principal 
and indemnitor George Katz, for- 
mer lessee of the house. Since 
Brown was guaranteed on his sign- 
ing of the actors’ contracts by Katz 
he doesn’t figure in the action. 

Although Brown is a legit casting 
agent Equity says he was allowed 
to produce by arranging not to col- 
lect commissions from the actors. 


‘Crazy Quilt,’ Coastbound 
After W’k’s Layoff in Chi 


Billy Rose has straigtened out 
his booking troubles with the Shu- 
berts and will close ‘Crazy Quilt,’ 
eurrent in Chicago, Dec. 19. The 
musical will reopen Xmas night in 
Detroit. It will breeze Jan. 2 for 
one and two nighters to Kansas 
City and thence to the Coast. 

Rose’s show was held in the Loop 
four weeks over the expected period, 
mainly to spite Carroll's ‘Vanities.’ 
It’s undersaood that Rose threatened 
to close his show if details weren't 
settled. He was held in Chi on a 
stop clause. 


2 Smiths in Cast 


Elizabeth Love, Ben Smith and 
Sidney Smith are in ‘Shining Black- 

















ness,’ new Lulu Vollmer play for 
Danny Dare and Walter Batchelor. 

Piece goes into rehearsal this 
week. 

Seattle Stock Closes 
Seattle, Dec. 7. 

Donald G. Gray’s dramatic stock 
at the Pantages, folded after two) 
weeks. 


bs 


AUTHORS IN; PLAY OUT 





Small Money Loss 


‘Love Racket’ as a Broadway can- 
didate is no more. It is another 
offered case of what happens when 
authors step in on production. 
Albert Bannister, who nominally 
produced ‘Love,’ is hoping to do 
‘Reno-Vated,’ by Howard Comstock, 
as his next. Comstock wrote ‘Step- 
ping Sisters,’ which Bannister kept 
agoing several months two seasons 
ago. 

‘Love’ was written by James Ull- 
mann and Arnold Scheuer, who also 
secured the backing. After a near 
no-biz week in Brooklyn, financial 
difficulties stepped in, with the au- 
thors now understood to be kissing 
off and Bannister allegedly having 
to take a small money rap on ac- 
count of that. 


AGENTS’ ASS’N MAKING 
IT TOUGHER TO JOIN 


In an effort to weed out the 
gypping or grafting agent or rep 
who is trying to do biz with Broad- 
way legits and musicals direct, the 
Theatrical Artists’ Representatives’ 
Association has clamped the lid 
down on prospective applicants for 
membership. The Association has 
a long list of applicants. Each will 
have to pass the most rigid investi- 
gation imaginable before any final 
vote is taken. 

The T. A. R. A. is not taking any 
member in now  promiscuously. 
Those considered are receiving a 
sharp questionnaire. 

In its present campaign to stifle 
the agent or rep who is making any 
kind of a claim or pretense to do 
business with a producer, the Asso- 
ciation is receiving cooperation 
from Equity. 

A meeting was held Thursday (3) 
at which T. A. R. A. execs conferred 
with Equity heads concerning the 
welfare of the legit agents who are 
recognized by Equity as Equity 
agents. While the nature of the 
confab was held a secret to those 
assembled, the fact remains the As- 
sociation laid emphasis upon the 
stand it must take in the future. 

T. A. R. A. demands its members 
must have had five years’ experi- 
ence and maintained an office dur- 
ing that period and to furnish 
names of people who have been un- 
der contract for either musical 
comedy or legitimate jobs at one 
time or another. 

While the T. A. R. A. member- 
ship now numbers around 60, only 
about 22 are very active at present. 











Buffalo Stock Fades, 
Subscribers Ignored 


Buffalo, Dec. 7. 
With Shubert-Teck dark until 


fessional Players local season has 
vanished in smoke. Players at- 
tractions failed to materialize even 
after extensive publicity and plenty 
paid advertising in local papers. 

Teck management now announc- 
ing new and revised list of attrac- 
tions will be made public shortly. 
What has happened to subscribers 
money, if any, which was solicited 
during summer and early fall is not 
disclosed. 





OFF UNFAIR LIST 


Minneapolis, Dec. 7. 

Equity has acceded to the de- 
mands of A. G. “Buzz’” Bainbridge, 
manager of the stock company at 
the Shubert, and taken him off its 
unfair list. It also has withdrawn 
its demand that he post a bond for 
his local company. 

Equity’s action was the result of 
a Seattle dramatic stock company 
being two weeks in pay arrears. 
Bainbridge organized the company, 
but it was a corporation in which 
he only was a stockholder, 


COLORED SHOW 


A new colored show entitled ‘Hot 
Chocolates’, old title, will be pro- 
duced by Connie Immerman, 

Connie intends to open it 
downtown house during the 
| days. 





in a 


Another Example in ‘Love Racket’— 


after the first of the year, the Pro-. 


holi- | 





Light Sale for Fund 





An invitation performance 
of ‘After All’ given at the 
Booth, New York, Wednesday 
(2), the night before the pre- 
miere of the John Van Druten 
play, was partially made into 
a benefit for the unemploy- 
ment fund. A block of tickets 
was turned over to a commit- 
tee which sold them at $5 each. 
Patrons were among the social 
registerites. Not all the allot- 
ment for the preview was dis- 
posed of by the committee. 

The arrangement was made 
with Dwight Deere Wiman the 
show's producer. 











$33,000 DAMAGES ON 
THEFT OF ‘SPITFIRE’ 


A judgment for about $33,000 has 





been awarded to Samuel French, 
Ltd., against Myron Fagan and 
Benjamin F. Witbeck for plagiar- 


ism by Judge Coleman, of the United 
States District Court in New York. 
Action arose out of the play ‘Little 
Spitfire.” Fagan and Whitbeck pro- 
duced it in 1926 in New York. 
French claimed ‘Spitfire’ was a pla- 
giarism of a play by Lady Arthur 
Lever of London, called ‘Brown 
Sugar.’ Latter had been produced 
in London some time previously 
with Edna Best and Herbert Mar- 
shall in the leads. Lady Lever sold 
all rights in ‘Brown Sugar’ to 
French, 

On April 29, 1931, the case was 
tried before Judge Alfred C. Coxe, 
of the U. S. District Court, who 
decreed that ‘Spitfire’ was a lift 
from ‘Brown Sugar.’ He directed 
an injunction be issued against 
Fagan and Whitbeck from ever re- 
producing ‘Spitfire. Richard Ely 
was appointed by Judge Coxe as a 
special master to determine and fix 
the amount of damages sustained 
by French. Ely took testimony last 
summer. He found the profits from 
‘Spitfire’ amounted to about $50,000, 
which the producers allegedly ad- 
mitted upon cross-examination. 
Case finally came before Judge 
Coleman the early part of Novem- 
ber. Ely recommended that dam- 
ages of $25,883 be paid French by 
Fagan and Whitbeck together with 
counsel fees, court costs and other 
expenses incurred by French through 
the action. On Nov. 26 Judge Cole- 
man confirmed the report of Ely 
and directed Fagan and Whitbeck to 
pay French $25,883 damages, $2,000 
for counsel fees, $1,000 to the referee 
(Ely), $490 to the stenographer and 
all other expenses incurred by 
French, totaling about $33,000. 
Edward Hoenig, of Cassidy & 
Cassidy, represented French. 





COMMONWEALTH STOCK 


Only Stage Performance in Canton 
—Reported Doing Well 





Canton, O., Dee. 7. 

Edith Ambler Players, in dramatic 
stock, backed by the stagehands and 
musicians on a commonwealth plan, 
are in their seventh at the Grand 
opera house. Company plays 60-40, 
the stagehands and musicians taking 
the short end. 

The fifth week gave 23 stagehands 
and musicians, who for almost a 
year have been unemployed, better 
than $42 apiece. 

Stock is the only stage show in 
town. 


Alien Actors Not So Menacing Now; 
High Number 67, in Last October 





ANOTHER RE-ELECTION 


Treasurers’ Club’s Official Changes 
Nil—Nelmes Again President 





The Treasurers’ Club of America 
at is annual meeting voted in the 
same set of officers as has been in 
charge for years. Harry B. Nelmes 
is president. 

Five replacements were made on 
the board of governors: Julius 
(Blutch Schleifstein) Stone, Liber- 
ty, Thurber Wilkins, Met Opera, 
Benny Stein, Lew Wood and Jesse 
Long, Cort. The latter was tied 
with Bob Ritz, Alvin, but Long was 
named when his name was picked 


out of a hat, 
Joseph lL. Plunkett and Dr. 
Stephen B. Cassin were installed 


as life members having been in the 
club for 25 years. 


«0 


‘GRAND HOTEL’ QUITS IN 
STH WEEK TO $24,300 


Broadway lost its run leader Sat- 
urday (5) when ‘Grand Hotel’ with- 
drew from the National with a 
unique record. Gross for the 55th 
and final week was $24,300. No 
show has played anywhere near as 
long and exited at such a pace, vir- 
tual capacity. 

‘Hotel’ averaged $28,000 weekly in 
its earlier months. Lowest gross 
recorded was $16,000 during one 
of summer’s heat waves. 

This season the smash was play- 
ing to better than $19,000 weekly 
and topped all the new dramas until 
‘Electra’ arrived. It is explained 
the New York closing is by mutual 
agreement, since the show also goes 
into a Shubert house in Chicago. 
‘Hotel’ was produced by Herman 
Shumlin, his first real click. Harry 
Moses and Metro Pictures were in- 
terested, with the real season for 
ending the Broadway engagement 
to get out of town stage money 
prior to the release of the picture 
version. Understood that the film’s 
release date is indefinite, 

The show maintained a scale of 
$4.40 top after the first two weeks, 
it having been raised from $3.85. 
Only drama at that scale in New 
York. 


No Sparks’ ‘Flame’ 


Robert Sparks is going to change 
the name of ‘Flame,’ the all-colored 
show by James Millen he is produc- 
ing, because he figures the Sparks- 
‘Flame’ combo unhealthy, That goes 
principally for cracks that may 
arise, 

Sparks is casting, to open Jan. 4, 
cold. Chester Erskin will stage the 
piece. 











SEATTLE UNION TROUBLE 


Baltimore, Dec. 7. 
Fight between the University 
Players, resident repertory, at the 
Maryland, and the local stagehands’ 
union has apparently been compro- 
mised, Union accepts the players’ 
offer to use six men back stage. 
Players are in for five weeks with 
an option of another five. They are 
from the summer playhouse at 
West Falmouth, Mass. 








If Garrick Goes Vaude Only 
One Legit on Chis Broadway 





Chicago, Dec. 7. 

The Garrick theatre, one of three 
local houses scheduled to drop off 
the Shubert list, is a prospect for 
vaudeville around Feb, 1, Financial 
interests are expected to turn the 
house over to Ralph Kettering to 
operate along with a couple of oth- 
ers, not set. 

Kettering, presumably, will have 
to supply legit attractions for his 
other houses and will try to fix 
different policy for the Garvick 

Contemplated policy grind 
show using 10 acts and operating 
from 11 to 11 o'clock. Scale 
| cents during the day and 49 


is a 





Centia 


more than his share of legit labors | 


| 
aj} and 


of 325 
' 


nights also figures in the scheme, 
which has gotten as far as negotia- 
tions with the unions, Under pre- 
vailing union scales Kettering’s 
operation plan would impose two 
complete shifts of stagehands and 
musicians. This looms as the stum- 
bling block. 

In the event of the Garrick going 
, Vaude, only the Apollo would remain 
jas a legit house on Randolph street, 
| Chicago's Broadway. The Colonial 
Power's have been torn down, 
jthe old Apollo is now showing pic- 
| tures as the United Artists, and the 
| Woods is devoted to burlesa le 
‘Girl Cragv 





is current at the Gar- 
' 
it'r 





| 





Alien actor ‘menace’ in American 
legit shows appears to be exag. 
gerated this season. At the present 
time there are but 21 foreign players 
in legit productions in this country 
Of that number seven are on Broad. 
way, three are in shows in rehearg. 
als. Most of the aliens are British 

A check-up shows that 88 alien 
actors have appeared over here thig 
season. The top number playing at 
any one time was 67, in October 
The withdrawal of ‘The Good Com. 
panions’ last week took a group of 
English players out of the field. 

It is claimed there are severa] 
actors who appear to be British but 
are not. That group is claimed to 
have suddenly sprouted limey ac. 
cents and have apparently been able 
to more easily land engagements 
also boosting their salaries. : 


160 Last Seacon 


Last season there were about 160 
English actors in Broadway shows 
at one time or another. They were 
principally unit companies brought 
here by the Shuberts. Nearly every 
one flopped. 

Top number of alien actors en- 
gaged here was close to 200 several 
years ago. The restraining EKquity’s 
rule on foreigners appears to have 
held down the foreigners. 

On Broadway at present is one 
alien actor in ‘Cat and the Fiddle’ 
two in ‘The Band Wagon,’ one each 
in ‘Brief Moment,’ ‘The Good Fairy’ 
and Wimpole Street.’ On tour, five 
in ‘Payment Deferred,’ two each in 
‘Three Little Girls’ and ‘The Wonder 
Bar,’ four in ‘Chauve Souris,’ and 
one in ‘Mrs. Moonlight.’ 


PERUCHI LEAVES AFTER 
6 WEEKS OF STOCK RED 


Chattanooga, Tenn., Dec. 7. 
Six weeks in the red enough for 
C. D. (Pa) Peruchi this time. The 
Peruchi stock, off and on with vari- 
ous southern cities the past few 
years, closed here. 


Pa and Tommie Thompson, who 
angeled with him, blamed the third 
story location of their house, the 
community hall of the local audi- 
torium ,and ‘certain members of 
the cast.’ 


Those released by the shut-down 
are Rees Taylor, Adrienne Earl, 
Beatrice Lieblee, Gordon and Mil- 
dred Peters, Jack Martin, Ed Law- 
rence, William Maloney, Tiny Lewis 
and Ma Peruchi. 


Peruchi is looking for a friendly 
South Carolina town. 








$475 2-WK. BOND ON STOCK 


And Stock in Chi Folds After 9 


Unlucky Days 





Chicago, Dec. 7. 

Chicago district is apparently des- 
tined to be without a legit stock 
this season. First venture of the 
present year took the dive last week 
after nine pitiful days. Thomas 
Hawkins’ show at the Tudor thea- 
tre in Evanston failed to go on last 
Tuesday (1). 


Two weeks bond of $475 posted 
with Equity was used to pay off 
the small cast. 


Actors Stranded 
Fort Dodge, Ia., Dec. 7. 

Meredith players left stranded 
here after engagement at Princess 
by business manager who left tow® 
before pay-off. 

Welfare association helped 
straighten out some. Majority of 
cast left for points in Kansas 
Others with friends here. 


Seattle Men Retreat; 
Reported Out $15,000 


Seattle, Dee. 7. 
Powers-Miller Players 
alone again. The recently formed 
Seattle Show Co., lasted just six 
week.s Then folded. , 

Latter company was formed by 
eight business men who had ideas 


about shows but little experience. 
week were 
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Sums up to $1,600 per 

paid guest stars. Reported a 
around $15.000 was dropped by th 
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London Show World 
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London, Nov. 28. 

Determined to make a success of 
the Kit Kat, Gaumont British has 
Jeffery Bernerd in charge. Bernerd 
geems at the moment to be about 
the biggest bet in film showman- 
ehip here. 

First thing Bernerd did on tak- 
ing over the restaurant was to close 
4t for re-opening Dec. 7 at popular 
prices. He intends to pattern it 
after Hollywood's Cocoanut Grove 
with local picture stars present as 
much as possible. 


Can’t See ‘Guardsman’ 
As expected, “The Guardsman’ 
(Metro), which drew raves from the 
Fleet street fledglings and growls 


from the wise ones, went out of the | 


Empire after one week, takings 
around $20,000. This is by no means 
the record low for the house, but 
didn’t warrant the holdover. 
Picture in this country will mean 


nothing outside a handful of key 
cities. 
Ticket Buy 

Another library deal has been 
made for ‘There's Always Juliet,’ 
the slender vanDruten piece, co- 
starring Edna Best and Herbert 
Marshall, the loving pair whom 
neither public nor Paramount can 
pull asunder. 

Gilbert Miller has consequently 


cancelled his New York production. 
Temporarily there is a _ possibility 
the players may appear in Germany 
before going to the States eventu- 
ally. 





‘Bow Bells’ has been chosen as 


the title of the new Hipprodrome 
revue, which opens late in Dec., 
with Binnie Hale, Randall, from 


the Folies Bergere, and Harriett 


Hoctor in the cast. 





Charlton Mann, who started as 
manager of the Coliseum when Sir 
Oswald Stoll changed the house 
policy seven months ago, left 
abruptly recently, and is replaced 
by Samuel Harbour, boxoffice man- 
ager. 

Mann had told his friends how 
he intended to stick there for a 
long time. 





In the Middle 


An English act could not under- 
etand why he did not land a big 
circuit after a hit in London, so he 
wrote to his agent confidentially 
and suggested getting together with 
the booker. Meanwhile, he was 
booked for several weeks on said 
circuit by another agent. 

When the first agent heard of the 
booking he showed the letter to the 
booker. It was then suggested the 
act could choose between paying 
the Variety Artists’ Benevolent 
Fund $250 and having his dates 
eancelled, or be sued for criminal 
slander. 


C. K. Munro Now 


Cc. K. Munro, who once threatened 
to become a promising author, gave 
a private performance of ‘Bluestone 
Quarry’ and followed it with ‘Ble- 
theroe,’ at a charity matinee. 

Described in the program as an 
irresponsible comedy, ‘Bletheroe’ is 
unduly amateurish in treatment and 
offers no commercial possibilities. 


Peabody’s Test 


The Columbia gramophone com- 
bine landed the Eddie Peabody 
contract after six months negotia- 
tions. Despite the banjoist’s rep 
with American recording concerns, 
they insisted he make a test. 

He did. Now they are recording 
plenty. 

Anderson’s Bits 

John Murray Anderson is infus- 
ing a lot of his ‘Almanac’ material 
in the new Ilippodrome revue. One 
of the scenes will be Oscar Wilde's 
‘Young King,’ with Freddie Car- 
penter playing his original role. 


Fanny’ Wholly Local 


Paris, Dec. 7. 
de Paris opened with 
Pagnol's new play, ‘Fanny,’ a sequel 
to his ‘Marseilles.’ 


Piece looks a local success, 


Theatre 


but is 
untilely for foreign production and 
promises little as screen material. 


Vincent Dindy Dies 
Paris, Dec. 7 
Vincent Dindy, 81, died suddenly 
to heart failure. 
Dindy was a composer, well likea 
here, 


due 





‘SHOWS HOLD UP, BUT 
DEPT. STORES DULL 


Dec. 7. 

West End entertainment field 
but little affected by the usual pre- 
Christmas slump, but stores, which | 
generally augment their staffs for 
prospective extra business, are in- 
stead firing permanent employees 
because of. dullness. 


London, 


sd 


Condition is largely due to the 
uncertainty of government moves 
|}for the near future and the haphaz- 





ard taxation on imports. 


| 


NEW OPERAS LISTED AT 
SCALA 0. P. IN MILAN) 


By EDWARD STORER 
Milan, Nov. 27. 


As reported Senator Borletti and 


Miss Colombo have resigned from 
the direction of the Scala. Sub-} 
stituting will be the Mayor of 


Milan and Maestro Eraldo Trentin- 
aglia, whose great merit, if judging 
all reports, is that he was a ‘Fascist 
from the first hour.” What his po- 
litical color has to do with his or- 
ganizing ability only an Italian can 
explain. 

The season will begin Dec. 26 in- 
stead of Dec. 7. This is in conform- 
ity with Milanese tradition and, in- 
cidentally, with the state of the 
funds. Prices are to be lower, but 
they will still be high. 

The repetoire will include three 
brand new operas: ‘Palla de Mozzi’ 
by Marinuzzi to a Forzano libretto; 
‘Primavera Fiorentina’ by Pedrollo 
to Ghisalberti’s libretto; ‘Il Favorito 
del Re’ by Verretti set to Rossato’s 
libretto. There will likewise be a 
new ballet entitled ‘Belkis’ by Ros- 
pighi to a Guastalla plot, an opera 
new for Milan, ‘Basi e Boti’ by"Pick- 
Mangiagalli to a Boito book, and 


seven re-arranged operas: Gior- 
dano’s ‘Fedora’; Mascagni’s ‘Rat- 
cliff’; Cilea’s ‘Adriana Lecouvreur’; 


Massenet’s ‘Werther’; ‘Samson and 
Deliliah’ by Saint Saens; ‘Figli di 
Re’ by Humperdink, and ‘Electra’ 
by Strauss. 

‘Norma’ has been chosen to open 
the season with because it will be 
the centenary of Bellini’s opera, 
given for the first time on Boxing 
Day, 1831, at the same theatre. 

A real live Russian Princess, Leila 
Bederkan, will be entrusted with the 
chief role in ‘Belkis.’ 

Maestro Panizza, one of Italy’s 
most highly cultivated conductors, 
will conduct ‘Norma’ and several 
other operas. 

Of course, Toscanini will not have 
anything to do with the Scala this 
year. It is very doubtful whether 
his services will ever be called for 
again in tlaly. His defection will 
be a sad blow to music in Italy, for 
few are possessed with his wonder- 
ful grip and insight of the com- 
poser’s mind. He occupies the same 
position to music as Mussolini does 
to politics: that of dictator. 





‘Good Fairy’ in Holland 
The Hague, Nov. 28. 

The Hofstad Tooneel is very suc- 
cessful with German plays in Dutch 
versions; their latest success in this | 
line is the Dutch translation by 
| Adolpe Engers of Molnar’s ‘Die gute 
Fee’ with Mrs. Annie van Ees in the 
title-role. 

She is the wrie of Mr. 
der Lugt Melsert, who produced the | 
play. 








Cor van 


Weather 


Paris, Dec. 7. 
weather, theatre 





Despite seasonal 
business is down with special refer- 
lence to the legit. | 
The Casino de Paris takings have 


| fallen off to such an extent the idea 
|}of putting the house into pictures 
| after the holidays is under consid- | 
| eration. are said to have 
declined 50%. 


Grosses 


+ 
| 

} 

} 
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EUROPEAN STAND 


} Belgrade, 7 
| The learned Bishop Dr. Irinej Chi- 
ritch, of the orthodox (Greek) 


+ 





‘CRUSADE AGAINST ‘SALOME’ 


| France Taking in Everyone | 


Greek Church Bishop Calls for Its 
Suppression in Belgrade 


Dec 


urch preached his sermon veste 
al ih i A if A &Ai i ay oe 


day (6) 


against the pu 


ince of the opera ‘Salome 


the Oscar Wilde story, demanding 


from Abroad for Rejec- | that it be officially suppressed here 


tion — England Refusing 
Labor Permits 


NITE CLUB’S CLUB 


—_——— 


Paris, Dec. 7. 

Fight of European governments 
against unemployment is becoming 
a serious menace to actors every- 
where. Most important damage is 
that it is now almost impossible to 
arrange’ international vaudeville 
tours. 

English are rejecting an increas- 
ingly large number of acts daily. 
In one day recently England re- 
fused permits to eight different acts 
working for Paramount on the con- 
tinent. May mean that Par will 
have to book acts into theatres 
each country separately. 

France is restricting not only 
vaudeville acts but also musicians 
and picture extras. 

New decree has been passed here 
enabling the authorities to padlock 
any night club considered ‘a nuis- 
ance,’ which is claimed to be ac- 
tually a polite way of giving the 
government the right to discrimi- 
nate against owners who favor 
foreign acts, 


GREECE BARS 
ALIEN PROS 


Belgrade, Dec. 7. 

Greek government has decided to 
curb the entrance of cabaret and 
vaudeville actors into Greece as a 
fight against luxury. Greece feels 
its citizens can do without such 
entertainment. Orders have gone 
out to all Greek consulates not to 
issue visas to people wishing to 
enter the country professionally, 
with girls especialiy mentioned. 

Only exceptions to the order are 
stars with generally known names, 
who will be allowed entrance for 
special appearances. 


COCHRAN SHOWS 60 
IN McCLELLAN HOUSES 


od 


London, Dec. 7. 

Cc. B. Cochran has completed a 
deal with George McClellan for all 
Cochran shows to go into Associ- 
ated Theatre Properties theatres 
from now on. McClellan is manag- 
ing director of A.T.P. Deal starts 
with ‘Helen,’ Offenbach opera, which 
will go into the Adelphi. 

‘Grand Hotel’ is currently at the 
Adelphi, but will move to the Saint 
James when ‘Helen’ is ready, struc- 
tural stage changes being made at 
the Saint James in the meantime. 

Max Reinhardt is in London 
start work on the production 
‘Helen’ for Cochran. He 
it for himself in Germany 


London Shows Out 


in 











to 


of 


London, Dec. 7. 
‘Red Light’ folded at the New 
heatre Tuesday (1). Played only 


¢ 
A 
12 days. 


‘Little Catherine, 


will bow out at 


|the Phoenix Saturday (12) after 
only three weeks’ run. 
CHEVALIER FOR REVUE 
Paris, Nov. 28 
Offers are being made from Europe 
to Chevalier for a revue to be 
taged here during his next Para- 
mount vacation. 
tevyue will be produced in Eng- 
land, but the offers are made throug] 
Paris. 


| 


| 
| 





produced | 
| president, 48,165 shares: J. J. 


Wilde as a great 


maintained 


He desc ribed 
artist, but 
anti-Christian. 
to be a preliminary to a formal de- 
mand upon the government 
ban on its performance. 


his 
Sermon is 


ior a 


Shuberts’ Private Deals 


(Continued from page 50) 


theatres owned outright have a 


value of $20,310,000 and a claimed 
book value of $22,891,000. Deducted 
are the total mortgages, bringing 
down the total assets to $12,- 


213,000. 
Turned Back 10 Houses 

As anticipated the receivers have 
turned back at least 10 theatres, 
six of which are in New York. Most 
of the latter are owned by the Shu- 
bert brothers or their Trebuhs 
Realty Co. (Shubert spelled back- 
wards). Leases disaffirmed in New 
York are: Ambassador, owned by 
Lee and J. J. Shubert, the house 
having lost $77,801 during the 
son of 1930-31; Cort, which 
$16,307, owned by Trebuhs; 49th 
Street, loss $58,054, Trebuhs; For- 
rest, loss $5,431, owned by Forrest 
hotel corporation; Ritz, loss $65,- 
749, Trebuhs; Comedy, loss $36,289, 
Gerry Estates; Lyric, Bost¢n, loss 
$60,200, Keith Mass. Corp.; Woods, 
Chicago, loss $10,999, A. H. Woods 
Theatre Co. In addition the lease 
on the Shubert theatre, Boston, was 
surrendered to the landlord after 
commencement of the receivership 
and ejection proceedings were per- 
mitted to go by default in the case 
of the Wilbur, Boston, dropped from 
the Shubert string. The Majestic, 
Boston, is retained under a new deal 
that calls for a monthly rent of 
$1.500. 

The rents on a number of other 
leased houses have been reduced, 
under agreements that with better 
times within two or thre years the 
original rents are to apply. It is 
made plain that the Shubert cor- 
poration owned 23 theatres, 11 of 
which are in New York. They leased 
26 houses, 14 of which also are in 
New York. Interest in other leases 
or part ownership concerns another 
12 theatres. With the receivership 
turning back houses the number 
now in the corporation has been 
materially reduced. 

The Shubert brothers under 
agreement with the corporation 
were paid salaries of $50,000 each; 
that to be a minimum. They took 
a 25% cut at the time the receivers 
went. 

Lee Shubert’s Advances 

During the season and prior to 
the receivership the Shuberts per- 
sonally put in $660,000, which has 
not been repaid. The money was 
used: $500,000 on a second mort- 
gage on the Central theatre, New 
York; $25,000 on a promissory note 
in January last; $35,000 on a per- 
sonal note given on account of rent 
for the Lyric, Boston; $100,000 on 
unsecured notes during September 
and October this year. 

Officers of the corporation and 
their stock holdings: Lee Shubert, 
Shu- 
bert, vice-president, 4,765; William 
Klein, secretary, 2,000; Ira Helstein, 
treasurer, 10,700. J. F. Waters is 
listed as comptroller, not owning 
any stock of record. Directors 
of the corporation: Lee and J. 
J. Shubert, Robert C. Adams, Wil- 
liam Klein, L. S. Lawrence (Shu- 
bert), I. J. Leonard, William P. 
Philips, E. Clifford Potter, 
Shubert. 


The Noclin 


sea- 
lost 


Corporation, formed 


NEW VAUDE HIGH 
~ OF $20,000 FOR 


play is} 


reported | 


PALL, LONDON 


London, De 7 

New high was established at the 
Palladium with a gross around 6,000 
pounds ($20,000) for the week end- 
ing last night (6). Capacity for 
every show during the week did it. 

Only American act on the bill is 
Edith Day, appearing with Robert 
Naylor, altho the otnel three 
top teams work in American vle 
|} and mostly with ideas from stand 
ard American’ turns. They are 
Nervo and Knox, Carroll and Mun- 
dy, and Naughton and Gold 

All of the acts mentioned above 





Milton | 


have appeared in New York at va- 
rious times, according to ‘Variety's’ 


files. 
Palladium setting a new high 
with its two-a-day vaude at this 


time coincides nicely with the Pal- 
ace, New York, only two-a-day 
vaude house left in New York, also 
having a record-breaking bill. 


SHOWMAN’S DAUGHTER 
MARRYING A DUKE 


_ 


London, Dec. 7. 
Kathleen Dawes, West End ac- 
tress and daughter of a well known 
theatrical manager, will marry the 
Duke of Manchester this week. 
Marriage will follow a divorce de- 
cree being made absolute for the 
Duke today. 


‘L Affaire,’ Paris Hit 


Paris, Dec. 7. 
New piece at the Caumartin, en- 
titled ‘L’Affaire’ is a hit and looks 
like a bet for American adapta- 
tion. 
It is the work of Varenne and Sil- 
va, picturing the crookedness inher- 
ent in supposedly honest people. 





Hopeless ‘Flat’ 


London, Dec. 7. 
‘Flat to Let’ at the Criterion is a 
trivial, amateurish comedy. First 
effort of a young actor. 
Piece contains several brilliant 
lines, but the rest is hopeless. 


‘Barretts’ Ends Long Run 
Dec. 7. 

After 15 months—the longest run 
in London—‘The Barretts of Wim- 
pole Street’ closes Jan. 2, to be suc- 
ceeded by a revival of ‘The Farmer's 
Wife.’ 

Cedric Hardwicke and many 
the original players will appear. 


London, 


of 





mine to what extent the liabilities 
of the Noclin Corporation were con- 
tracted on the credit of, and are 
therefore enforcible against the par- 
ent company’ 
Shuffling Leases 

The shuffling back of leased the- 
atres has been accompanied by the 
curtailment of production: ‘The 
ceivers hope that by further elimi- 
nation of unprofitable productions 
and by the continuation of their 
policy of disaffirming unfavorable 
contracts, further substantial re- 
ductions of operating losses can 
be made. The present policy of the 
receivers in abstaining, so far as 
possible, from making payment on 
account of mortgage interest and 
taxes has had the effect for the time 
of providing a small tax surplus, 


ree 


The liabilities in connection with 
| real estate, however, are increasing 
steadily and the problem arising in 
connection with them will have to 
be faced in the near future. 

It is apparent that the receivers 
must raise more money, but how 
; they cannot say. They expect Lee 


this summer to operate the produc- | 
tion branch of the company and 
also in receivership (overlooked in 
the original action), claims a ts of 
$502,000 including a production item 
of $469,000, but the operating defici 
within a few months is set down at 
$279,900. While the Noclin compar 
is owned by the corporation, the re 
ejivers ‘) ¢ Pen able’ to deter- 
é 


Shubert will furnish it. 






































VARIETY 


Tuesday; December 8, 1931 





REGETIMATE 








Plays on 


Broadway 





AFTER ALL 


Comedy drama in three acts presented at 
the Booth Dec. 3 by Dwight Deere Wiman 
by arrangement with Sydney W. Carroll: 
written by John Van Druten; Helen Haye 
featured; staged by Auriol Lee. 


i ee eae ..»-Helen Haye 
Mr. Thomas..............Walter Kingsford 
SE iin uk 54:6 6 ececcecces+s-Hdmund George 
Ty 3 gio on ee occccceeee- Margaret Perr; 
MN SN WAIEE 0464 4écacscene Minna Phillips 
Alice ... bss 60d0d6¢0 46006 Lillian B. Tonge 
Me. BUUREN ol nse edb ee eds weak Philip Leigh 
Duff Wilson........ s+e++--Humphrey Bogart 
OR. otiledn ds cde cee esse+-Dorothy Mathews 
Cyril Greenwood,..........J3. Kerby Hawkes 
Doris Melville.....cccccess Patricia Calvert 





John Van Druten’s new play is 
billed as a comedy, but it is essen- 
tially a drama and a bit too much 
so. Rather too quiet to catcn popu- 
lar fanéy. 

Domesticity appears to be the 
theme for ‘After All.’ The conflict 
between the younger generation and 


its elders runs throughout, even 
though nearly all the elders have 
died. A touch of somberness is at- 


tached to those funereal events and 
their aftermaths. There are also 
emotional scenes during which the 
play seemed at its best. 

The Thomas family is fairly well 
to do, but not excessively British. 
The offsprings, Ralph and Phyllis, 
are of age and both irked by par- 
ental restrictions. The boy wants 
to cut away from ma’s apron 
strings and pursue his art studies in 
another atmosphere. His father as- 
sents. Phyl leaves home for an- 
other purpose. She is beloved by a 
married man, a successful architeci, 
whose wife is very ill. 

It turns out okay for both the 
younger folk. Phyl marries her man 
after two years, the wife expiring, 
and bears him four children. Ralph 
becomes an eminent painter. He 
marries an actress, but that match 
is not fortunate and there is an im- 
pending divorce at the finale. 

The father has died in the mean- 
time, also an uncle, and in the last 
act only an elderly aunt survives of 
the elder generation. Ralph calls 
upon Phyl at her home and the fam- 
ify album is toted out. The recol- 
lections of his home, the ministra- 
tions of his mother, -her suggestions 
to turn out the lights, and ali the 
little things that pertain to a well- 

azézulated home, come back to him. 
Phyl senses that he misses that sort 
of attention and he welcomes the 
suggestion that he stay in her house 
for a time—‘don’t slam the door and 
don't forget to turn out the lights.’ 

In this thoroughly domestic at- 
mosphere Helen Haye, an English 
actress, seemed -to fit -splendidly. 
Her Mrs. Thomas, the mother of 
Ralph and Phyl, rang’ very true. 
Honors of the first night, however, 
seemed to go to Margaret Perry. 
Her Phyl was excellently portrayed, 
and several emotional scenes were 
so effective that there was ecudible 
sniffling. Miss Perry comes by her 
talents naturally, being the daugh- 
ter of Antoinette Perry, who di- 
recied ‘Strictly Dishonorable’ and 
was of the stage. The daughter 
stepped into that show during its 
New York run and played it on tour. 
Humphrey Bogart, Minna Phillips, 
Edmund George, Walter Kingsford 
and Lillian LB. Tonge were other 
zood actors present, while J. Kerby 


Hawkes and Patricia Calvert were 
amusing in bits. 
‘After All’ is a_ studious play. 


Press reviews were sharply divided 
in opinions, which hardly figures to 
aid its chances. Ibee. 


BLOODY LAUGHTER 


Drama 
presented 
by Ernst 


in «three acts and eight scenes 
by Maurice Schwartz; written 
Toller and ‘rendered into Eng- 
lish’ by Forrest Wilson and William 
Schack: starring Schwartz and Helen 
MacKellar; at the 49th Street Dec. 4. 

MOOG  6.0s.0p360000 -Helen MacKellar 
Egon Hinkemann.......Maurice Schwartz 
POG ...evesess L. Byron Shores 
BATRKOP .cccce ccccccocecess- Hamund Elton 
Stone Mason ...esecees----Richard Clarke 
Bricklayer .....ececeeee+.-Ernest Anderson 
Max Knotch........cccce..-Harry Mervis 
Professor Musicus ..--Antonio Passy 


Kraft, a laborer........ ...+-Milton Tighe 
Michael Unbeshwert ...... eos. Fred Eric 
Singengott ........ +. Charles Livingstone 
Peter Immergleich....George R. Wilhelm 
Bartender .....eeeccceee+e+-Charles Davis 
The Boy ...seeeeeeesesees.Herman Block 
ear 5460000 OSES Seb sers Marie Adels 





‘Ploody Laughter’ is a question- 
able b. o. title; the play has small 
popular appeal; its sole market will 
come from that special public that 
_kept Schwartz going for about ten 


weeks in his previous play, ‘If I 
Were You,’ 
It would appear that ‘Laughter’ 


is not an adaptation, as is custom- 


aty with foreign plays, but more of 


a direct translation of 
original German version. 
the program has it, was ‘rendered’ 
by Forrest Wilson and William 


’ $ehack. Perhaps if parts of the play 


Toller’s 


had been eliminated it would not be 


so long an evening in the theatre. 
Toller 
theme as the vehicle for his known 
pacifistic theories. It is a soap box 
oration, more or less, in three acts 
and eight scenes, some being tense 
theatre and others being theatre 
at a standstill. The theme is that 
of a man gone to war to be wounded 
and returned sterile. 
‘The man so crippled 
inkemann, 
sch. -artz. 


is Egon 
played by Maurice 
He is married to Greta 


This, as 


(Helen MacKellar). Before the war 
they were happy, he a fine specimen 
of manhood. His condition after 
coming home is obvious, leading to 
likewise the obvious, her going to 


another man, Paul (lL. Byron 
Shores). Egon is a peace loving, 
kindly person, although bitter 
aQrainst the world because of his 
affliction. This is brought out in 
his care of a bird that Greta’s 
mother has blinded, on the theory 


blind birds sing more sweetly. 

But Greta and Egon are starving 
and in .rder to live he takes a job 
is a freak, ‘Hormoncules,’ the new- 
est German sensation, who bites the 
heads off live animals, guinea pigs. 
Paul and Greta, out or a good time, 
see him introduced in his new ca- 
pacity, the world’s strongest man. 

The title of the play apparently 
comes from her laughter when 
hearing her husband hailed as a 
‘modern Hercules’. All of which en- 
ables Toller to express his feelings 
about things in general. On this 
count it is somewhat easy to see 
why the play is successful abroad 
as it is declared to have been. Eu- 
rope more receptive to such ideas. 

After finding out what her 
band has resorted to that there 
might be food, Greta quits Paul. 
who gets drunk and discusses the 
situation in a beer hall, wherein 
are gathered exponents of various 
theories for economic improvement 
and Egon. 

The beerhall scene, after a slow 
start, is good comedy, a stew scene 
between a stonemason and a brick- 
layer especially so. After this brief 
laugh, the different exponents ex- 
plain their views for world improve- 
ment; one is anarchisfic; another 
socialistic; another favors religion; 
another harmony as in music; an- 
other organization of labor, To all 
of these Egon, without mentioning 
names, asks what they would do 
and what their advocated systems 
would do for a man who had suf- 
fered his experience. They can make 
no answer. 

Paul comes in drunk and spills 
the beans, with Egon making his 
final disclosures, the scene being 
worked up well. That this did not 
end the second act appeared wrong. 
Eventually, after a lengthy third 
act, the married couple commit sui- 
cide to finish off a depressing play. 
In the last act Egon revisits the 
sideshow. Here the dream scene 
staged by Matilda Naaman happens. 
It reminds of the resurrection epi- 
sode in ‘Miracle at Verdun,’ the 
harlots made so by the war, stage 
an impressionistic dance. A discor- 
dant and depressing note, but the 
scene takes hold. 

The role of Egon is difficult to 
portray as convincingly and sym- 
pathetically as probably the author 
iitended, but Schwartz comes as 
near to it as is possible. Miss Mac- 
Kellar doesn’t have much more to 
do than act a. hysterical, befuddled 
and confused woman, Paul, played 
by L. Byron Shores, introduces the 
eat, drink and be merry worldly 
type. 

Sets are interesting. Egon’s home 
is shown as a modernistic affair 
and hardly in keeping wth poverty. 
Freak show set is good. 


COASTWISE 


Drama in three acts, presented Nov. 30 
by Edward F. Gardner, at the Province- 
town Playhouse. Written by H. A. Archi- 


hus- 


so 





bald and Donn Mullally. Staged by Mr. 
Mullally. 
Ammle TVAL. i i's é cc cece cies Shirley Booth 


Nelson......++eeeee2--.-Gordon Hamilton 
Marty....-cecccccoeesdnomas McQuillan 
Alan Farquhar........Richard Stevenson 
Alec MacDonald..........Charles Gibney 
MinBiC.<cceeces . Priscilla Knowles 
Roberts.......++56-.-Alexander Campbell 
Mrs. Farquhar..............Lucia Moore 





Play announced as ‘Coastwise 
Annie,’ an age old story about a re- 
formed prostie who reforms a 
drunk. She carries on, as they in- 
evitably do, and when after the war, 


he returns, with his ma, she forces 
him to go back to England and she 
continues to carry on. Time is 1915 
to 1919. Even then the story wasn’t 
new. 

Customary props are in for laughs. 
A stout woman, aged 50, turned 
cook in the British Columbia settle- 
ment, she being a former madame. 
Old fur trapper with homely phi- 
losophy, etc. Latter was Charles 
Gibney, who pleased. 

Judgment of the cast probably 
unfair, because of the play, which 
Donn Mullally, co-author, did not 
direct well. Richard Stevenson ap- 
peared miscast as Alan Farquhar, 
the drunken scion. Shirley Booth 
may do in a better play. Priscilla 
Knowles seemed over deliberate as 
the reformed madame. 








seems to have used his a 


Max Gabel’s at Lawndale 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 
Max Gabel and his Yiddish troupe 
from New York move into the 
Lawndale, Chicago's only Yiddish 
house, Xmas eve for a run. 
Samuel Goldenburg, here since 
September, will depart at that time, 
probably going back cast. 





Plays Abroad 


L’Homme, Bete et Vertu 


(‘Man, Beast and Virtue’) 
Paris, Nov. 20. 
A three-act play by Luigi Pirandello. 
Adapted by Max Maurey. Translated from 
the Italian and staged by Saul Colin. Pro- 
duced by Benoit Leon Deutsch and Jacques 








SS 
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Plays Out of Town 





MR. WHISTLER 


Baltimore, Dec. 1. 
A romantic comedy by Pauline Hopkins, 
Sarah Curry and A. E. Thomas. Staged 
by John Hayden and presented by Lau- 





Sir Wm. Hardy.. .. Regir ald Caddington 


Albert Theatre St. Georges, Paris. No-|; rence Rivers, Inc., at Ford's theatre Mon- 
vember 19. day evening, Nov. 80. 
Me. PIL 0s oa kcdsecuas .... Andre Lefaur | Mr. Whistler.......... eee die Richard Hale 
The Cantain Parella.cecessssesteess Pauley | Lady Violet Hardy...... Diantha Pattison 
iOS: Feecee, GHOMISE, « oviecccececccces Carette | Hugh Knapp........ Tistiiis Frank Hearn 
M. Nino Pulejo, doctor....Georges Clarins | JO. Costello... ...sseeeee .-Miriam Doyle 
A MN 64444 04ao 504 Oe eee ee ..Andre Beart | SA€mborn,.,.....+sesceeeeess David Andrada 
The virtuous Mme. Perella, wife of |} Captain Costello..... savin’ Joseph Crehan 
Captain Parella.....cseeees Marta Abba! Michel Le Marna,........... Charles Laite 
| ery rrr TC seeee?¥VOnne Yma INT 254 Suck cc pasenscadcune Tracy Barrow 
GOR ic cncdadSavenseseehenaus Berthe Berty | Lieut. Walder Hardy, R.N., 
Nono, fils de Perella......++.+-+ Jean Bara | Donald Randolph 
ee a) rrr Raymond Meyer | Harry Stetson........... J Malcolm Dunn 
Belli, @ Pupil. cccccccccccceses Rene Martin .. ee .. Georgia Lee Hall 
' 


Play, which has been done in Italy 
and Germany, opened in Paris with 
considerable success. Besides an 
interesting plot, developing in a fast 
tempo, witty dialog and excellent 
acting, play has two unusual fea- 
tures in its cast—one is the leading 
lady, Marta Abba, Pirandello’s usual 
Italian star, who acts here in 
French, and the other one is a nine- 
year-old boy, Jean Bara, who has 
an important part. Both features 
go big. 

Plot. which 
very delicately 
nuendos, 
Marta Abba acts in French with 
a strong foreign accent, but her act- 
ing makes her opening on the 
French stage an unqualified success. 
Nine-year-old Jean Bara, who acts 
her son, has all the authority and 
stage manner of a veteran actor. 
He made an immediate hit. Two 
supporting male parts are very well 
acted by Pauley and Lefaur. 


is rather 
treated, 


risque, is 
and by in- 


Production is simply but nicely 
staged. 
American rights to the play are 


held by the Shuberts, but these are 
exclusive of picture rights and have 
not yet been sold for any country. 
Subject of plot hardly makes it pos- 
sible for the American screen, Fuli 
season's run likely. Mari. 


SOUS SON BONNET 


(Under Her Hat) 
Paris, Nov. 20. 

A two-act revue by Rip. Produced by 
Gustave Quinson, Albert Willemetz and 
Louis Meuce. ‘Theatre des Bouffes-Pa- 
risiens, Paris, Nov. 14, 

Cast includes Therese Dorny, 
Francell, Meg Bemonnier, 
Paulette Dubost, Dorville, 
tigny, Goupil, also Tillio, 
includes chorus of eight. 





Jacqueline 
Regine Paris, 
Koval, Mon- 
dancer. Support 


Strictly local, but with possibility 
of adapting some of the sketches. 
Ver’ s mple but nicely done in un- 
pretentious sets, alternating with a 
curtain, in ‘one’, permitting neces- 
sary changes to insure fast tempo. 
Succession of sketches depicts last 
year’s events in Paris in a very 
witty way. One of the shows of the 
season which appeals most to true 
Parisians, doing big business and 
sure of a run, 

No credit is given for the music 
since nothing but popular tunes 
have been used, many of them old 
ones. 

Bouffes Parisiens is one of the 
stands which, contrary to the mod- 
ern system, is still keeping together 
a company. This insures cohesion 
in acting, which, for this production, 
is very good, 

As is more and more the case on 
the French stage, a certain amount 
of publicity has been thrown in the 
sets, props or lines, for various 
firms. 

First act, after’a short bit show- 
ing chorus as midinéttes, shows a 
discussion hetween a picture and 
legit usher, eath extolling the 
merits of his show. Both Paramount 
and QOsso are mentioned. A barracks 
sketch makes fun of attempting to 
turn barracks into educational cen- 
ters; and then comes a sketch tak- 
ing place in a kitchen, where ser- 
vants represent their highbrow 
masters. A short bit shows French 
workr.:en ridiculed by a _ British 
visitor who is jobless and living on 
the dole. The finale of the act shows 
o one-half of the stage high life 
in Paris in Offenbach’s: time with 
champagne . flowing, and on the 
other half life today in Paris bars 
with cocktails and Vichy water. Til- 
lio as an Empire fancy dancer, and 
Meg Lemonnier as a modern cab- 
aret entertainer give very good 
performances in this sketch. 

Second act opens with the beach 
at Juan-les-Pins, showing sunbath- 
ers and a pyjama competition. A 
dialog shows Becq de Fouquieres as 
master of ceremonies to the French 
President of the Republic, and his 
younger brother, Andre de Fou- 
quieres, who is unofficially master 
of ceremonies to every fashion or 
stage function. Then comes a sketch 
showing Dorvil as a waiter in Voi- 
sin’s restaurant, which is being torn 
down, acting as a night watchman, 
and, in his sorrow for the passing 
of a famous place, mistaking two 


that he is again serving a meal as 
of yore. Sketch, which is excellently 


acted is really moving for old 
Parisians, 
The new craze for motorcycles 


shows Koval and Dorny as manand 
(Continued on page 85) 














Someone has said that the prob- 
lem in Whistler is to reconcile a 
great artist with a little man. The 
problem with the play ‘Mr. Whis- 
tler’ is to reconcile a good idea with 
a trite plot. Add to this an im- 
perfect portrayal of the expatriated 
American genius and you have the 
real reasons why this production 
faces difficulties. 


Richard Hale gives a sincere and 
painstaking interpretation of Whis- 


tler. The pettiness of the man, his 
almost juvenile vanity are traits 
that are unduly emphasized, how- 
ever. His entrance is in the nature 
of a caricature. The artist in his 
own studio and in the presence of 
guests and patrons dons a new 
street coat and silk topper, gtasps 
his walking stick and struts about 


in what looked like an imitation of 
Ted Lewis. 


The trio of authors gave Hale 
little to work with. The virtues 
that they allot to Whistler are 


rather questionable. He is pictured 
as an extremely sentimental fellow, 
who after the fashion of an oper- 
etta baritone retires from the battle 
of hearts, leaving the field and the 
heroine to his youthful rival. Dig- 
nity and poise, attributes that so 
aided Whistler in the gentle art of 
making enemies, are lacking in this 
portrayal. “he charm of the man 
escapes Hale. 

As for the authors—and this opus 
has as many creators as an English 
musical comedy libretto—they have 
passed up an opportunity to match 
their Whistler with any of the 
eelebrities with whom he came in 
contact and have peopled their play 
with puppets. 

An apocryphal romance between 
the ‘master’ and the model for his 
Symphony in White No. 11 is 
treated with poetic delicacy, but it 
is slight and conventional, The 
work is for the better part a pains- 
taking parade of warmed-over 
Whistle? witticisms and eccen- 
tricities. As a play it is inconse- 


quential. As Broadway 
is more than doubtful. 
Diantha Pattison as the Mayfair 
Lady Violet is an eyeful to inspire 
any painter. Tracy Barrow 
tributes a believable cockney. @G 
Bradford Ashworth's reproductions 
of interiors of the famous Chelsea 
‘Pink Huse’ are excellent. Tall. 


SUMP’N LIKE WINGS 


Detroit, Dec, 4 
Play by Lynn Riggs, produced py the 
Detroit Playhouse under direction of Adams 


material it 


Cone 


T. Rice, cast including Gina More, Adams 
T. Rice, Peggy White, N. Ward Davis 
Jutus Pearson, Nina Lewis, Alene Carol 
Lynes D, Boomer, Alice Dohany. Philip 
Nichamin, Clarence Bell, Cass Wade, Jean 


Anderson and Jerry MeCruddy, Produced 
for one performance only and made known 
at the Detroit Institute of Arts Playhouse, 





This group is in theory a labora. 
tory of the theatre attempting to 
produce plays of merit that can get 
an audience in no other way. By 
this group Lynn Riggs was given 
his first public recognition, and that 
probably accounts for this present 
production. 

In producing ‘Sump'n Like Wings’ 
the group doesn’t stick to its pur- 
pose. Lynn Riggs is already a play- 
wright of fame and doesn’t need 
discovery. This type of group can 
render a service by discovering 
playwriters who can get recognition 
only by such a group. To this end 
they should stick only to unknown 
writers. 

‘Sump’n Like Wings’ is not a 
good play in the sense of.a Broad- 
way success. If it were this group 
would not have the chance to pro- 


duce it. But it has something of 
the same sense of the theatre as 
evidenced by Lynn Riggs in his 


‘Green Grow the Lilacs.’ 
is laid in Oklahoma. 
Play is about a eirl who has 
something in her urging her to 
freedom. The feeling is described as 
‘Sump’n Like Wings,’ but despite 
the feeling the girl involved in 
commonplace circumstances and 
emotions that seem to overwhelm 
her. The play depends on the na- 
ture 6f the individual performances, 
Local production is sufficient as to 


Scene aiso 


is 


setting, ete. The casting is both 
fortunate and unfortunate. Direc 
tion is at times the same. Suf- 
fering from the handicaps of an 


amateur group this one rates as an 
amateur group, this one rates as an 
intelligence. Limited in  experi- 
enced acting, the group still gives 
a nice performance. 

This play will find a place for it- 
self in the Little Theatre groups 
around the country. Not too hard 
to interpret and having a strain of 
expressionism suggesting Eugene 
O'Neil and Ernest Hemingway. 

Lee. 


ei 





wife riding one in the countryside, 
with their, baby carried in a lunch- 
eon basket. Franco-German difficul- 


ties are expounded by two school 
children. The Colonial Exhibition 
comes in for considerable razzing 


when a provincial family steps by 
mistake into the Paramount Join- 
ville studios, and  misinterprets 
everything there as one of the 
would-be marvels of the exhibition. 
Last finale shows the femmes ap- 
pearing in a dress of red, white and 
blue of the style used under one of 
the dozen or so presidents since the 
Republic was formed. When they 
are all on the stage the presidents, 
impersonated by the men, all in the 
re. ation dress suit and with the 
red sash of the Legion of Honor, 
each appear in turn, making the 
final chorus a mixture of the presi- 
dents and the femmes. 

Therese Dorny as a comedian 
gives an excellent performance, al- 
though she suffered a deep bereave- 
ment just as the run began. Jacque- 
line Franceil acts throughout as 
master of ceremonies, she and Meg 
Lemonnier providing general femi- 
nine appeal. Paulette Dubost, dan- 
seuse, has -taken a secondary part, 
so as to be able to understudy for 
Meg Lemonnier. Dorville and Ko- 
val are as good as they were in 
‘Roi Pausole.’ Chorus doesn’t act as 
a mere prop, but each one of the 
girls has a small part in most of the 
sketches, Mazi. 


NOTRE ANE DE PARIS 


(‘Our Donkey of Paris’) 
Paris, Nov. 26. 
nine tableaux by 
Geo, Charley, Pre- 
Ans, Paris, Nov. 25. 


A one-act 
Georges 
Sented at 


revue jin 
Merry and 
Les Deau 





Les Deau Ans is an intimate the- 





intruding tramps for his former | 
ritzy patrons, and day-dreaming 


jatre Witit a small and poorly 
| equipped Siage, so that there can 
j be no question of producing any- 


thing except the simplest of shows. 
Sut the theatre has always been 
known for exceedingly witty revues 
)}as the second part of the program, 
first part consisting of mere sing- 
ing by entertainers, who afterwards 
work in the revue. 


Only interest of the current revue 
is that it evidences how much even 
this part of the public, which pa- 
tronjzes strictly Parisian revues, is 
getting picture minded. In every 


| the 





one of the tableaux, pictures are 
referred to, and several of them are 
devoted to sketches’ introducing 
pictures, especially the one show- 
ing a scenes, deriding the way in 
which Osso’s filmization of ‘L’Aiglon’ 
is misrepresenting Rostand’s play. 
This special filmization comes in 
for panning in several local revues, 
Paramount is also mentioned, not 
only in this revue, but in every 
other revue in Paris. 

After the first sketch, making fun 
of President Doumer's habit of 
slipping incognito out of the palace, 
comes a sketch in which the singer 
Alibert, has a song with chorus, 
which, on a catchy tune, has lyrics 
describing how a story is passed 
from one to the other in a small 
Village, goes into a community song. 

Second part of the show are 
sketches depicting first, the Indian, 
Gandhi, with a spinning wheel, but 
making use of the most modern 
contraptions; and the other one is 
a skit on American or Russian 
singing quartets as satirized by @ 
quartette of unemployed English 
cockneys. Latter is a sure fire 
laugh anywhere. Finale ridicules 
French academicians introducing 
the femmes in the company as the 
various heroines of the novelist, 
Pierre Benoit. 

Between each tableau the curtain 
drops with a couple of characters 
appearing on the apron for a few 
seconds to introduce the ss 7 

Mazi. 


Whiteside Seeks to Beat 
Flop Verdict on ‘Surf’? 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 

Walker Whiteside, here with 
‘Surf’ a couple of months ago and 
now out on the road with the same 
play, is threatening to come back 
to town. He is now engaged in 
deal-talking with the Playhouse and 
Studebaker, 


Reported that Whiteside believes 
has a ecbance for local 
and that the Blackstone 
floppo cannot be taken 
eration because the 
fully realize that the 
town due to the weak 
tising. 
Script has been 

leaving Chicago. 


show 
success 
into consid- 
didn't 
was in 
adver- 


public 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 





That Dudley Field Malone-John Anderson debate on dramatic criticism | 


prompts the thought that someone may be passing up a bet if not aug- 
menting and repeating it under more favorable circumstances. It's a 
most interesting subject to the trade which could be realized upon either 
on a Sunday night or at midnight, for performers could attend. Play- 
choice, under whose auspices the original cross-fire was held, buried it 
behind unemployment benefit heralding—and no heralding. 

Suggestion has been made that if it is tried again the promoter could 


make it a ‘team’ affair of three men; producer and actor to take the 
negative side with Malone (as the theatregoer) and thus round out the 
three angles. Opponents could be three critics. 

At a $2 top that might attract a lot of attention from not only the 


profession but the critical neophyte Ss in the various schools of journalism 
—and the woods or halls are full of ’em. 


Idea also brings up the thought that the managers continue to neglect 
the value in midnight shows. What such a performance, given the first 
week it opened, would have done for ‘Wonder Boy’ is conjecture, but it’s 
certain that the profession which knew what it was about, and would 


have understood it, could have created a lot of word-of-mouth comment 
The late performance thing particularly adaptable to plays 
bearing on the theatre or pictures, but the producers continuously ignore 


seems 





i Opera Co., 


irying 


4 Shows Out 


Four shows on Broadway's clos- 
ing list may have additions by Sat- 
urday (12). 

‘Two Seconds,’ independently 
shown at the Ritz, off Saturday af- 
ter playing eight weeks. 
$7,000 but dropped down. 


Doing 





j}derstands m 


1] ++ 
celent, 


‘The Guest Room,’ independent, 
at the Biltmore, stopped Wednes- 
day (2) after eight weeks. Lust 
right along, with average grosses | 
if $3.000 or less 

‘Miss Gulliver Travels’ is due out 
of the Hudson this Saturday. Rent- 
<d the house for three weeks and 
unlikely backers will go further into | 
red 

And ‘Grand Hotel’. 


Healy’s Widow Leaves 
Group Husband Formed 


San Francisco, Dec. 7. 
Mrs. Frank Healy, of the 
late founder of San Francisco Light 


widow 


split with the group car- 


on her husband’s light opera 
project at the Geary when profit 
lon the three weeks of ‘Maytime’ 


the advantages; one of which is that the audience generally troops in 
as on a lark and if the show holds anything at all it draws a heavily 
favorable reaction from the witnessers who go out and talk. 

Ed Wynn's worries are over, for his ‘Laugh Parade’ at the Imperial, 
New York, is an unquestioned hit. It reached that state and theatre 
however by a bare. chance. 

With Wynn $175,000 in the box with the show, over which there had 
been many headaches during its out of town tries, Wynn and his ad- 
visors were for closing it, before the show could reach Broadway. All 
excepting Fred Zweifel, Wynn’s business manager. Zweifel advised the | 


Broadway chance be taken. Let the 175 go to 185, said Zweifel, and let 
Wynn find out what he had in the show way. This was settled upon 
as late as the Friday night before the opening at the Imperial. 

Advance reports on the Wynn show along Broadway had said it might 
close before reaching the big try. This lead to an adverse opinion. It 
is claimed the pre-reports kept the regular first night mourners away, 
the house selling out to an orchestra full of casual theatregoers who 
appraised the performance without prejudice, creating an atmosphere of 


entertainment that reacted for a 100% showing by the company, who 
sensed they- were getting over. 


The Wynn show has shot ahead in grosses since cpening, now doing 
around $35,000 weekly. Wynn seemingly has a cinched prospect for his 
production money back, besides a profit and another season out of town 


with the same show. 

Considerable talk about Horace Liveright and Walter Wanger going 
into play producing together, with Wanger putting up and Liveright 
producing. Only thing correct about the yarn is that it’s okay with 


Liveright, if Wanger wants to. They’ve been talking about it for some 
time, and get together often, but Liveright has not been able to find any 
plays Wangee likes enough to back, 

Waneger has told Liveright that he will come through if and when the 





former publisher finds a script. Liveright found three scripts, all 
Wanger-vetoed. 

Former entrance to the Forrest theatre, N. Y., has been closed with 
what used to be the lobby transformed into a store. 

Milton Kramer got the house back from Shuberts under the latter 


firm’s receivership. Lee Shubert is reported personally a partner in the 


lorrest. 





Stage crew at the Ritz, playing ‘Two Seconds,’ all wear smocks, sim- 
ilar to those worn by office workers, with the Ritz worn in black, Rea- 
son is ‘Seconds’ scene changes are made with the curtain up and the 
black smocks make the hands invisible from out front. 


Catholic Biblical Play 
By Priest for Midwest 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 
title for a legit play 
goes to one being produced here. 
It is labelled ‘Kleona, Daughter of 
Caphias the High Priest.’ 

It's a Biblical story from 
Catholic viewpoint written 
Father Stemps of Robinson, Ill. 





Future Plays 


‘Heads or Tails’ opens on Broad- 
way, probably at the Cort Dec, 23 
by Joe Jackson and Doris Anderson 
for Arthur Collins, Broadway 
manager. Producerisdirecting. Cast, 
bonded at Equity, includes Brandon 


A record 


new 
the 
by 


Peters, Taylor Holmes, Jessica New- 
Betty Clarke. Re- 


combe, Rosse 





hearsing at the Cort, with ‘Widow 
in Green’ indicated as leaving or 
moving. 

‘All the King’s Horses,’ new title 
for ‘Men Must Fight,’ by Reginald 
Laurence, which Rabbitskin, Inc., 
tried out last season in Philly. S&S. 
kK. Lauren has doctored the script 
to start casting shortly. Rabbit 
firm headed by Sigourney Thayer. 





Cast of 11 is now rehearsing and, 
according to plans, will tour the 
midwest playing churches, schools 
and auditoriums. Two agents are 
on the road at present trying to ob- 
tain guarantees and auspices. 

Though understood to have a 
couple of associates, Father Stempe 
is ijisted with Equity as the backer. 
He is due at the office tomorrow 
(8) with $1.075 to cover salaries and 
transportation. 








to 


ager 


Soldier’ 


ee 


were written off to expenses. 

Mrs. Healy carried the matter in- 
court and result is outfit con- 
tinues as Civic Light Opera Co., 
with George Lanphear general man- 
and Mrs. Healy out. 

Current show is ‘Chocolate 
doing well. ‘Vagabond 


King’ may follow in three or four 
weeks if Perry Askam can be se- 
cured. Initial production, ‘May- 
time’ got by handily for its three 
weeks when all but a few mem- 
bers of the coast waived salaries 
to get the venture started. En- 


tire group went Equity for ‘Soldier.’ 

The late Frank Healy spent the 
last two or three years working on 
this lo. project only to die a week 
before the curtain rose on ‘May- 
time.’ 


JESSE WILLIAMS HURT 


Jesse M. Williams, house 
ager of the Plymouth, New York, 
fell down the cellar steps at his 
home last Thursday (3) and sus- 
tained a skull fracture. He was 
removed to the Episcopal hospital, 
Brooklyn. 

Williams was_§ still unconscius 
Monday afternoon, but doctors not- 
ed some improvement. 


man- 





William Harrigan, Sylvia Field, 
‘Strictly Dishonorable,’ guesting at 
Riviera, N. Y., stock. 

Marion Ballou and Caryl Berg- 


man, ‘Smilin’ Through.’ 

Clarence Derwent, Cora Wither- 
spoon, Stuart Casey, Joaquin Sou- 
ther, Robt. Vivian, Geo. Coulouris, 
Lionel Braham, Harold Hohnsrud, 
‘The Jewel Robbery.’ 

Cecelia Loftus, ‘The Devil Passes.’ 
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By Sallie 





Liked Abbie Mitchell 


Abbie Mitchell, Negro soprano, at 
Town Hall, did German lieder, 
French and Negro melodies, to a 


f 


small audience who refused to leave | 


end. 
the 


after numerous encores at the 
Miss Mitchell's personality on 
unusual and she 


few can 


un- 
Her 


ex 


tage is most 
isic as 
diction in the German group is 
Her Negro melodies, 
cially ‘Jazz Boys’ and ‘My Girl,’ 
put over with rhythm that would do 


espe 
are 
credit. 


a Broadway revue 


It seems as if Miss Mitche]] opens 
her mouth too wide on her lower] 
tones, losing the continuity in this 


which robs her of much of 
the beauty of her voice color. 

A very good looking flame velvet 
was worn by Miss Mitchell. 


very pretty, and immensely gifted. 


register, 


Orchestra’s Ancient Program 
Quinto 


conductor 
fonietta 


and 
Sin- 


Maganini, founder 
of the New York 
Orchestra, played an un- 
usual program at Town Hall. His 
numbers all ancient composi- 
tions and seemed to be suited to his 
orchestra’s style. The Haydn’s B 
flat symphony and the delightful 
minuets by Salieri and Mozart were 


were 


done with much shading and ef- 
fect. 
This orchestra is young and the 


few blemishes can easily be erased. 
Maganini'’s musicianship 
high in the profession. 
Formerly gave these 
the Roerich Galleries. 
Appreciative audience, 


stands 


concerts at 


Choir Minus Accompaniment 

The Russian Mixed Symphonic 
Choir, numbering 18, gave a recital 
in Town Hall, minus accompani- 
ment. The outstanding voice (tenor) 
was Soukine’s. It shows fine train- 
ing, phrasing and color. 

Men wore the Russian Cossack 
outfit, long red coats with black 
boots and the usual Russian head- 
dress. The women in red satin 
Russian costumes, with puffed 
sleeves of blue and jewelled head- 
dresses made a good stage-picture. 





Too Young for Task 

The ll-year-old virtuoso, 
with his big violin, played a recital 
at Carnegie. His program had many 
compositions too difficult and too 
heavy for a child, even in the prod- 
igy class, to comprehend. Naturally, 
his young hands have not the stretch 


necessary for these big concertos 
and sonatas. 

Ricci’s technique and phrasing 
show no decided improvement over 
last season. The lighter numbers 
he did with good tone color and 
feeling. 


A large audience applauded. 


New Opera in One Act 
Montemezzi's new opera, ‘La Notte 
di Zoraima,’ had its first perform- 
ance at the Metropolitan. It is in 


Ricci, | 


| lead in 
She is| 


| 











one act. While in no way a come 
petitor of ‘L’Amore dei tre Re,’ writ- 
ten 15 years ago by this composer, 


it has value through a love story of 
much 

Rosa 
tant 


Incan 


tenseness, 

Ponselle in 
woman's rote is a 
maiden in with 


(Frede 


the one 
desperate 
Muscar 


double 


impor- 


love 
ick Jagel) She 


Pedrito (Mari 


herself. 


Basiola), 


crosses 
{ 1] 1 a)) 

nay KIIINS 
Miss 


Ponselle held the st ive dur- 


(Continued on page 56) 


Ali New Femme Lead 


McKaig 
first show 
Crime,’ to 
new to Broadway. 
Ernest Truex. 
Frank Craven is staging the play. 


Alexander has given the 
this 
Claire 
She 


his season 


‘Perfect Trevor, 


plays opp 


AHEAD AND BACK 


John Willitson replaced Lou Wis- 
well, back with Billie Burke's 
‘Vinegar Tree’ in Texas Wiswell 
returned to Los Angeles because of 
illness. 








WHAT DOES A 
NEST EGG DO 
FOR A HEN 


? 


It encourages her to lay other eggs. 
of course, once she sees the first exe 
in the nest. , 

Once you have taken Life Insur- 
ance you will want to increase your 
Insurance as you go along—it’s hu- 
man nature to want to do so. 


In this way the Life Insurance 
habit is born—the most vatuabie 
habit any one can acquire, and the 


foundation on which many of the 
great fortunes of today were built. 


For further information see 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


Established 1910 
551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838—7839 




















. 

Warehouse Lien Sale 
Scenery, equipment, props of ‘‘Present 
Arms” and “‘Chee Chee’’ produced by 
Lew Fields, will be offered at Auc- 
tion to the highest bidder on Wednes- 
day, Dec. 9, 1931, 2 P. M., on the 
premises 195 Chrystie 8t., New York. 
WILLIAM FRIEND, Auctioneer 

Dinnerstein & Lewis, Attorneys 
Auctioneers Telephone, Canal 6-5800 

















Hotel Astor, New York 





TRIXIE FRIGANZA 


1530 FORMOSA AVE., HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 


Representatives: 


CARGILL & DOBSON 


























VICTOR HERBERT’S 
“NAUGHTY MARRIETTA” 


NOW STARRING IN 


and 


RUDOLF FRIML’S 


“FIRE FLY” 


WITH THE CIVIC OPERA COMPANY AT THE 


ERLANGER, NEW YORK 


Direction, WEBER-SIMON, Palace Theatre Bidg.. New York 


LSE MARVENGA 


Original Kathie of “The Student Prince” 
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P. A.’s and Ballyhooing 

New lineup on one of the big 
Book publishing houses, Simon and 
Schuster, has the advertising and 
Publicity departments sitting in 
with the editorial board on final se- 
lection of books for the house. Idea 
fs not to take any more chances 
than necessary with books that can- 
not be publicized or built up into 
money-makers. Mentioned for the 
new system is the idea the publicity 
and advertising men can get het up 
about the books long before they go 
to press, with more angles for han- 
dling as the result. 

It’s probably the first time that 
any book publisher has put pub- 
licity and advertising on a more or 
less equal footing with the editorial 
end. Most of the old line publishers 
still shudder when the ballyhoo end 
fs brought up. Sinclair Lewis was 
one of the first name writers to 
switch publishers several years ago 
because he wasn’t given enough ex- 
Ploitation, with his then publishers 
claiming they would rather lose him 
than their dignity. 

Simon and Schuster, as also sev- 
eral other of the younger companies, 
explain that they’re not altruistic 
about their business. They’re in it 
to make money, they admit; if bal- 
lyhoo makes money, they want 
ballyhoo. 





Health Mag Poised 

Bernarr Macfadden’s ‘Physical 
Culture’ will get opposition in a 
mew mag being planned by a New 
York medico in which he will treat 
of general health stuff. Will take 
fn a wide range of health subjects 
from women’s beautifiers to pre- 
vention of cancer, and a sounding 
of most of the prepared-medicine 
manufacturers has_ resulted in 
healthy guarantees of advertising. 

Sole thing holding up the mag 
just now is the question of ethics 
as regards the coupling of the med- 
ico’s name with the mag. The 
medical association frowns on such 
activities by its members as ‘un- 
ethical,’ and the medico-backer of 
the mag is endeavoring to convince 
the organization otherwise. 





A. M. Boys Organize in Chi 
Chicago morning newspapermen 
are forming a new club to which 
evening newspapermen will be eligi- 
ble only with the okay of the morn- 
ing clique. Organizing committee 
of the new Writers’ Club, as it will 
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A 
HISTORY 
OF THE 


MOVIES 


by Benjamin B. Hampton 


The first complete history of 
the movie industry ever writ- 
ten. 


The movies have been the 
battleground of the entertain- 
ment world for thirty years. 
Here the story of that war- 
fare is told in all its detail, 
with all the facts, names 
anecdotes, and major strate- 
gies that have gone to make 
up the struggle. 


It charts every phase of de- 
velopment in the three 
branches— production, distri- 
bution, and exhibition; it 
traces the genealogy of the 
individual companies; and it 
makes some shrewd and co- 
gent guesses as to the de- 
velopments of tomorrow. 


The illustrations are an in- 
vaivable record of movie de- 
velopment such as has never 
before been brought together 
in one publication. 

No one in the entertainment 
world can afford to miss this 
book. 


191 Hlustrations $5.00 
COVICI. FRIEDE - Publishers 


Order from your bookseller or 


COVICI. FRIEDE - Publishers 
386 Fourth Ave., New York 
Please send me..............-. a 
of A History of the Movies by 
Benjamin B. Hampton at $5.00 
the copy. 
0 Check Enclosed 
(1 Send C.O.D. 
























Hollywood’s Reading 


(Consensus of demand in 
November, 1931, with Satyr 
Book Store, Esme Warde, Pat 
Hunt and Stanley Rose.) 





Fiction 

‘Good Earth,’ Pearl Buck. 

‘American Beauty,’ Edna 
Ferber. 

‘Shadows on the Rock,’ Willa 
Cather. 

‘Turnabout,’ Thorne Smith. 

‘Maid in Waiting,’ John 
Galsworthy. 

‘Brothers in the West,’ 


Robert Raynolds. 
General 
‘Washington 
round,’ anonymous. 
‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ 
Eugene O'Neill. 


Merry-go- 


‘Great Mouthpiece,’ Gene 
Fowler. 

‘A Fortune to Share,’ Vash 
Young. 

‘Mexico,’ Harry Carr. 

‘Bridge Summary,’ Culbert- 
son. 


Book business in Hollywood 
picked up 100% in November, 
and the Xmas trade still to be 
heard from. Early grab at 
‘The Stag at Eve’ cartoon 
compilation indicated for the 
holiday ride. 











be known, includes James L. Do- 
herty of the ‘Tribune,’ Robert Wood 
of the ‘Herald-Examiner,’ Louther 
S. Horne and W. A. S. Douglas, lo- 
cal reps of the New York ‘Times’ 
and Baltimore ‘Sun,’ respectively. 
Boys have spotted a house on 
Wabash avenue just over the bridge 
for fixing into a club. There will 
be 80 foundation members, of which 
35 each go to the two morning 
sheets, ‘Trib’ and ‘Herald-Exam’. 
It is the prime purpose of the new 
club to bar all but bona fide mem- 
bers of the scribbling guild. 





Hecht Spurns 5 G’s 


Because Ben Hecht is the kind 
of a writing guy who just won't 
work when he doesn’t feel like it, 
someone else will adapt Charles K. 
Gordon’s play, ‘Papavert,’ for pro- 
duction here. 

Gordon, who will put on the play 
here with Joe Zelli, slipped Hecht 
5,000 iron men to whip the play in 
shape. An unusual figure, but 
Hecht is an unusual guy. Proved 
himself more unusual the next day 
when he informed Gordon he was 
feeling depressed and couldn't work, 
whereupon he handed back the five 
g's and the play. 





Sport News! 


The shriek of the week in London 
was Ewart Hodgson’s bodily lifting 
a three-month’s old magazine story 
and making the front page of the 
‘Daily Express’ with it! The story 
had to do with an alleged plot on 
the part of Greta Garbo and a 
Swedish youth to ‘elope’ from 
Hollywood—a yarn that was old (in 
Hollywood) a year ago and was 
eventually told in the August issue 
of an American film mag. 

According to Hodgson’s story 
‘news reached me last night from 
Hollywood’—and_ thereafter for 
three-quarters of a column the mag 
article was summarized, much of 
the phrasing being an obvious re- 
write of the original. 





More Chapin Letters 


Another batch of letters written 
by the late Charles Chapin, famous 
city editor of the old ‘World,’ from 
Sing Sing, where he died, goes into 
a book collection. The mewest batch 
is titled ‘The Uncensored Letters 
of Charles Chapin’ and follows ‘The 
Constance Letters,’ which George 
Bye assembled for book publication 
by Simon & Schuster. 

Previously Chapin, although leg- 
endary in the newspaper profession, 
was unknown to the public at large 
except for the publicity attendant 
upon his murder of his wife, for 
which he went to Sing Sing. 


Too Much Spanish 

Lengthy stories of Southern Cali- 
fornia’s early history, long a fea- 
ture in the magazine section of the 
Los Angeles ‘Times,’ are out. Most 
of the stories had to do with Span- 
ish settlers and the pioneers who 
came west during the gold rush. 

Paper received so many com- 
plaints from readers, who resented 
the Spanish influence and outmoded 
technique of the yarns that they 
were discontinued. Most of the 
stories were written by local scribes 
with a Latin flair who ground them 
out endlessly with much the same 








style and theme. 


Rival Darrow Bios 


Person most surprised over the 
announcement from Scribner's that 
it will get out Clarence Darrow’'s 
autobiography is Charles Yale 
Harrison, who authored the first 
and only biography of the famous 
lawyer and iconoclast, issued a few 
months ago. 

Harrison got it from Darrow that 
his, Harrison's, book would be the 
last word on the life and work of 
the man from Chicago. Now Scrib- 
ner’s announcement that none of 
the material in the Darrow auto- 
biography has been used elsewhere 
has Harrison burning. If true, it 
will ruin the chances of Harrison’s 
book, and at a time when the vol- 
ume is just getting into its stride. 

Harrison tied up with Darrow 
when on the reportorial staff of the 
New York ‘American’, Sent to in- 
terview Darrow upon his visit to 
New York, the biography thing 
came up and Harrison clinched it 
then and there. Previously Har- 
rison had had written and published 
two novels, ‘Generals Die in Bed’ 
and ‘A Child Is Born’. 

‘Clarence Darrow’ is the title of 
the Harrison book. Darrow’s ac- 
count of himself will be called ‘The 
Story of My Life’, 





Red Light History 

Covici-Friede getting out a new 
edition of ‘The History of Prostitu- 
tion,’ the work out of which Have- 
lock Ellis, Krafft-Ebing, Forel and 
other sexologists got some of their 
material. 

The new edition will be in two 
volumes, translated by Samuel Put- 
nam from Paul Lacroix’s original. 
At $12.50 the set, it’s a reduction 
from the original edition of three 
volumes which sold fer $30. 





Jake Wilk’s Priority 

Paramount’s invitation to news- 
papermen to submit story material 
was originally the idea of Jake 
Wilk, eastern story editor for War- 
ner Bros., who put it into effect 
more than a year ago. Like Para- 
mount, Wilk sent notices to all city 
editors for posting. 

Two stories were purchased by 
Wilk from working newspapermen 
as a result. Paramount has not as 
yet reported any success in its 
quest for picture material from 
newspapermen., 





Spoofs French Awards. 

The most important of the French 
literary prizes titled ‘Prix Concourt,’ 
has just been used by Bernard 
Grasset, publisher and author, as 
the subject of a clever satire. 

Literary prizes in France have be- 
come so numerous that they are 
losing all but cash value, and Gras- 
set, in a Paris newspaper article, 
derided both the most respected of 
them and its jury, which, when in- 
stituted half a century ago, repre- 
sented a modern tendency, but is 
now made up of stand patters. 

Grasset’s satire got reaction from 
every literary organ, and comes as 
one more instance of his moderniz- 
ing ideas in local literary affairs. 





Coast ‘Radio Guide’ 

‘Radio Guide,’ 5c weekly issued by 
the Pioneer Co., San Francisco, has 
made its first appearance on the 
Coast, devoting itself to listing com- 
plete radio programs for w. c. recep- 
tion. It is subcaptioned: ‘An illus- 
trated weekly of programs and per- 
sonalities, dated Nov. 28, giving 
programs for the week of Nov. 22-28. 

This is more complete than the 
local daily radio logs, which elide 
advertisers’ names from the radio 
columns. 





Pro. Puzzle Solvers. 

Competitions for cash prizes in 
the London dailies have brought 
into existence three weeklies whose 
reason for being is as _ puzzle 
solvers. Every week the total value 
of the prizes offered by the various 
dailies exceeds $100,000. 

The new weeklies are yelling their 
heads off with ballyhooing of their 
own ‘experts’—each one guarantee- 
ing correct solutions of all the cur- 
rent puzzles. Their combined cir- 
culation tops 2,000,000 weekly—and 
is fast growing. 





David Sassecn Passes 

David E. Sasseen, 75, veteran 
newspaperman, died at his home in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Nov. 28. He was 
the first city editor of the Chicago 
American and at one time dramatic 
editor of the old Chicago Herald. 
At the time of his death he was head 
of the copy desk of the Brooklyn 
Standard Union. 

Funeral services at Chicopee, 
Mass., where the deceased's family 





resides. 








Best Sellers 


(Reported for week ending 
Dec. 5 by American News Co.) 


—- 








Fiction 
Maid in Waiting, by John 
Galsworthy ...ccccecses 2.5¢ 
Westward Passage, by Mar- 
garet Ayer Barnes ..... 2.50 
The Greek, by Tiffany 
SS Pree errere ee ree 2.50 
American Beauty, by Edna 
POEOEE ev cccicsavedesess 2.50 
White Bird Flying, by Bess 
Streeter Aldrick ........ 2.00 


About the Murder of the Night 
Club Lady, by Anthony 
WEE Scie. oGss4 od 460408 2.00 

Non-Fiction 

Mourning Becomes Electra, by 
Eugene O'Neil ........- $2.50 

Washington Merry-Go-Round, 
Br 3.00 

Epic of America, by James 
T. Adams 3.76 

The Great Mouthpiece, by 
ORG WOME 6cecsvicece 3.06 

Ellen Terry-Bernard Shaw, by 
Christopher St. Johns... 5.00 

Mexico, by Stuart Chase... 3.00 











Burnett’s Limited 


Ravenshead Press in Hollywood 
is making a book out of ‘Hard 
Wood,’ W. R. .Burnett’s entry in 
Scribner’s short-short novel com- 
petition last fall, 

It goes 112 pages, with the title 
changed to ‘The Goodhues of Sink- 
ing Creek.’ Edition consists of 50 
copies. 





‘Time’s’ Local Color 

Method used by ‘Time’ to get its 
specific info such as middle names, 
facial characteristics, mannerisms, 
ete., that make it appear that the 
weekly has special correspondents 
almost every place, is through the 
mag's tie-up with the United Press. 

Publication pays the news service 
a flat weekly rate for all queries, 
with the UP men nearest the source 
assigned to get it and wire back, 





Broun’s Milestone 

A bunch of his friends threw a 
surprise birthday party Sunday night 
(6) for Heywood Broun at his pent- 
house in 58th street, New York. 
While started on Sunday it was to 
cover over into Monday a. m. (7), 
date on which Broun reached an- 
other milestone in life. 

Guests were asked to omit pres- 
ents, 





Guide’s Space Rates 

‘Radio Guide,’ new radio fan paper 
which is backed by ex-Hearst men, 
pays its contributors more than any 
other radio rag in the country. 
Guide shells out $50 per column. 

Many New York radio columnists 
are making a good piece of change 
on the side by contributing to the 
Guide, 





Zabin’s Ad Text Book 

‘Understanding Advertising’ is a 
text book written by James B. 
Zabin and Raymond Hawley, of the 
Hanff-Metzger agency. Published 
by Gregg at $1.20. 

Zabin was formerly with United 
Artists and Paramount. 





Chatter 
Billy De Beck back from Europe, 


will winter at his Place at St. 
Petersburg, Fla. 

Owen Francis, who writes for 
‘Scribner’s,’ ‘Harper’s’ and the 


‘Amerimerk,’ may go film soon. 
John V. A. Weaver doing a play. 


Stanley Fuller, who used to be the 
‘Graphic’s’ youngest police reporter, 
has gone to the coast. Ving Fuller 
stays here. 

William Faulkner's Idyll in the 
Desert’ comes out this week, at the 
same time he starts work on a 
screen original for Tallulah FPank- 
head. 

Lincoln Kirstein, the ‘Hound and 
Horn’ editor, has written his first 
novel, 

E. E, Cummings, who paints as 
well as scribbles, is having an ex- 
hibition, 

Joseph Wood Krutch goes on 
Harrison Smith’s list. 

Vahdah J. Bordeuxss ‘A Modern 
Magdalen’ supposed to be based on 
the life of Gaby Deslys, the French 
actress. 

' Most of the scribblers and artists 
in town at the ‘New Masses’ ball 
last Friday night. 


That fedora hat of Walter Grim- 








—= 
ley’s is ten years old and Walter ig 
proud of it. 

Bill ‘Shires’ Shiffrin says businesg 
is so bad even footballs are falling 
into the hands of receivers. 

Norman Krasna will incorporate 
some of his own ideas into the pub. 
lished version of his play, ‘Loudep 
Please.’ 

Sheppard Butler, who guided ‘Lip. 
erty’ before it was acquired by Mac. 
fadden, is Macfadden's appointee for 
the editorship of ‘Physical Culture’ 


Dana Skinner’s ‘Our Changing 
Theatre’ is out. 
Corey Ford and Dashiell Ham. 


mett are both at 


originals. 


Jonathan Cape and Harrison 
Smith, Inc., remains that, despite 
Harrison Smith setting himself up 
as Harrison Smith, Inc. 

Suppression in England of Fora 
Madox Ford's ‘Return to Yesterday’ 
has caused Horace Liveright to 
postpone publication of the book 
here in order to give it a build-up, 

Peter Arno wants to be known ag 
a producer rather than an artist, 
and now has that satirical play on 
Jed Harris. 

Herman Hagedorn has given The-« 
odore Roosevelt the go-by for the 
time being and has turned to poetry, 

Edward Choate's first playwrichte- 
ing effort is a dramatization of ‘The 
Glass Key.’ 

Carl Van Vechten, the hero wor- 
shipper, is sitting for a bust of 
himself. 

So few new reprints the idea may 
be passing out. 

The Putnam 
mags. 

If Evelyn Greel doesn’t sell that 
book soon she will turn it into a 
play. 

Dutton will get out early next 
year a book on Arnold Bennett 
written by his wife, Marguerite, 
from whom he was separated when 
he died. 


Paramount for 


store cut-rating 


Horace Liveright again active 
among the local literati. 
Carrie Koch has turned play- 


wright after all these-years 

Thomas L. Stix pronounces Hend- 
rick de Leeuw’s name like anything 
but. 

When 
given, 
them. 

The scribbler members of P. E. N. 
will hold an eat-fest at the Brevoort 
Dec. 9. 

Valentine Thomson, the French 
femme writer, will lecture in Lon- 
don before returning. 

The special edition of George 
Ade's ‘The Old-Time Saloon’ carries 
his autograph and his tear drop. 

Reported Fannie Hurst switches 
to Alfred A. Knopf when she fulfills 
her current Cosmopolitan Book ob- 
ligations. 

Dave Fisher, who was one of the 
few Hollywood book publishers, now 
out of business, is preparing to open 
up again. 


talks are 
will give 


better poetry 
Charles Norman 


Harry Sinclair Drago, having 
eliminated the ‘Harry,’ James 


Branch Cabell now wants to be 
known as Branch Cabell. 

‘Including the Scandinavian’ not 
a gag with Margaret Ayer Barnes. 
Her Pulitzer Prize novel, ‘Years of 
Grace,’ goes into Danish and Swed- 
ish editions. 

Mrs. Louis Weitzenkorn and Mrs. 
Ben Shulberg, related to Hollywood 
by marriage, were on Red Square 
of Moscow when the proletariat 
paraded on November 7, 





Concert 





(Continued from page 55) 
ing the entire act. Her dramatic 
singing was vital and, in the Indian 
costume, she was strikingly pic- 
turesque. 

Mr. Jagel and Mr. Basiola did fair 
justice to their roles. Mr. Novak, 
responsibie for the scenic effects, 
did his ruins of an Incan palace de 
stroyed by the Spanish, with much 
color and burning powder. 

‘I Pagliacci’ was sung as the sec 
ond part. of this double bill. Ca- 
pacity house. 





Dressy Morning : 

Rosa Low, soprano; Efrem Zime 
balist, violinist, and Nino Martini, 
tenor, covered the program for the 
Artistic morning at the Plaza. Miss 
Low's clear diction and_ perfect 
breath control have always been het 
assets. She wore an_ attractive 
green velvet gown, long, with puffed 
sleeves, caught at the wrist with 
gold bands. 

Martini’s singing of ‘Che Gelida 
Manina’ from ‘La Boheme’ brought 
a storm of applause. zimbalist $ 
violin sings a song. 

Not an empty seat or box 
ballroom. Dressy audience. 
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Radio's Own Worked-Out Censoring 
System Keeps Air Clean and Keeps 
Bluenoses from Annoying Mike Men 


»% 
+ 








Radio’s peculiar censorship, an 
anomaly to the rest of the show 
business, has so far succeeded in 
repulsing and completely smother- 
ing all attempts at interference 
from professional bluenose med- 
dlers. A sort of ‘censorship at 
home,’ it defies profit and job-seek- 
ing purifiers, yet operates without 
any particular code or set of anti- 
dirt rules. 

Seeing in radio a wide open and 
virgin spot for their talents, pro 
censor-snoopers from all other lines 
have attempted to crash in, but 
none has yet managed to get by the 
door. They haven’t met an organ- 
ized rebuke, but radio broadcasters 
haven't found one necessary. Rea- 
son is that so far the anxious dirt 
chasers haven’t found enough dirt 
to chase. 

Radio broadcasting for public 
consumption is now about 10 years 
old. To date there has been no 
authoritative agreement as to what 
constitutes dirt on the air. The 
stations and networks from the 
start have guided themselves by 
their individual notions on the sub- 
ject, public reaction expressed 
usually by mail and the dictates of 
commercial advertisers who sponsor 
most of radio’s entertainment and 
hold the money bag. 

Censorship in radio now more or 
less runs itself. The policy, some- 
what along the lines of an honor 
system, makes a censor of every- 
body in the studio, from actors to 
control room engineers. Nobody 
has been taught or told what to 
avoid or bar and the material wash- 
ing is left to personal discretion. 

Operation 

No. 1 ‘censor at home’ in radio 
is the script writer. He has a good 
idea of how far he can go and just 
about what willslip by. The station 
or network staff editor, with a better 
idea on the subject, follows up the 
writer. If it’s a commercial, the 
copy desk at the advertising agency 
representing the bankroller, takes a 
look and uses the pencil. The rest 
is left to the studio production man, 
who stages the program and makes 
all other necessary changes. 

As ad libbing, widely practiced 
fn radio’s early days, is now prac- 
tically extinct in staged programs, 
and as radio entertainment is now 
99% staged, there are few chances 
for slip-ups. All radio talk, except- 
ing speeches at banquets, etc., and 
extemporaneous stuff in night clubs, 
is prepared and carefully edited in 
advance, 

When a yaudeville or legit com- 
edian or comedienne with a rep for 
blue material in his or her home 
field first goes on the air, their ma- 


(Continued on page 60} 


BETTER BIZ BUREAU 
PLANS RADIO CODE 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 

Radio stations that want to cen- 
sor advertising copy but are afraid 
to antagonize their accounts are 
flirting with a scheme to use the 
Better Business Bureau to accom- 
Plish their aims. Now under dis- 
cussion is a plan to set up a code 
witn the BBB and prestige behind it 
with the hope of ending the ex- 
aggerations, and worse, perpetrated 
in the radio advertising of local 
merchants, ete. 

While a Chicago idea, it all hinges 
so far as ultimate application is 
concerned upon the approval of net- 
work officals in New York. Stations 
WENR and WMAQ for NBC and 
WBBM for Columbia have to go to 
New York for sanction. If this is 
denied the whole plan caves in as 
without these representative sta- 
tions any code for the city of Chi- 
cago would be without meaning. 


CBS Band and Wire 











In Mrs. Wright’s Club | 


Buddy Wagner's band, under 
CBS contract, opens Dee. 14 at the 
Sutton Club, New York, new mem- 
bership night club operated by Mrs. 
Cobina Wright, a society woman. 

Expected that a CBS wire will be 
installed shortly after the opening. 

This Buddy Wagner is not the 
same Buddy Wagner who played 
the Farm during the past season. 


WGN NOT CONVERTED 


Radio Disc Mob Saw. Ray of Hore 
—It Wasn't 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 

Electrical transcription backers 
got excited last week when WGN 
installed a radio disc reproducer. 
This ‘Tribune’ station has _ con- 
sistently refused to use transcrip- 
tions in its studios, and the disc up- 
holders thought that the station 
had finally succumbed to the re- 
produced-program idea, 

But the excitement calmed down 
quickly when it was explained that 
the disc machine will not be used 
for programs but merely for in- 
cidental sound effects which are re- 
corded on platters. This is oke with 
the Federal Radio Commission 
which has ruled that stations using 
disked sound effects do not fall into 
the electrical transcription class- 
ification, 


IST GUARANTEE 
BY AGENCY 
TO ACT 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 

King’s Jesters, recently with Paul 
Whiteman have been put under an 
18-months contract by Batten, Bar- 
ton, Durstine & Osborn, advertising 
agency and assigned to start on the 
Pabstette program over CBS Dec. 
15. Quartet’s obligation direct to 
the agency establishes a local pre- 
cedent. 

It’s the first known instance of a 
major agency tying up a raido act 
on its own and farming out the turn 
to its own talent bureau. 

Inclusion of the King’s Jesters 
will eliminate from the program the 
Wanderers Quartet and Freddie 
Van, accordionist, who have been 
on the show for the past eight 
months. 











4 A’s Ponder Standard 
Contract for Spot Time 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 

Draft of a standard contract to 
be used for spot broadcasting came 
up for discussion and adoption at 
a meeting of the western council of 
the American Association of Ad- 
vertising Agencies here last week. 
Agency men were told that the sta- 
tion operators favored the idea, and 
that when the document was 
whipped into acceptable shape it 
would be submitted to the National 
Association of Broadcasters, 

Standard contract would avoid 
delay, disputes and help cut down 
the costs of operations all around, 
the agency men at the meeting 
agreed. One of the major clauses 
in the contract that got particular 
attention deals with payment of 
talent costs In the event a program 
is changed or shifted. Point to be 
settled concerns the methods to be 
pursued in adjusting the contract 
for the station’s talent. 

Same gathering had Harry Shaw, 
president of the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters, explain a 
method of testing each station’s 
signal, or coverage, strength by 
counties, and thereby creating an 
Audit Bureau of Circulations for 
the broadcasting business. These 
measurements would apply regard- 
less of weather conditions, Figures 





compiled through the test would 
show the population, class of indus- 
tries, number of radio sets, etc., in 
the 
Station. 


Columbo at Waldorf 


Russ Columbo will start tripling 
Dec. 14, when he opens with a 10- 


Columbo's other jobs are an NBC 
commercial daily and four or five- 
a-day at the Brooklyn or New York 
Paramounts. NBC’s artist bureau 





booked him for all the engagements. 


area covered by the particular | 


piece dance band at the Waldorf- | 
| Astoria, New York. 





Pray for Opposish 





Chicago, Dec. 7. 

During a recent episode of 
the ‘Myrt and Marge’ serial 
over CBS the script had the 
showgirl characters agree they 
were in a mood for prayer. 
After putting in a plea for 
themselves, the two name char- 
acters decided to ask that a 
fiock of radio celebs come in 
for similar blessing. 

Among those singled out 
were Amos ’n Andy, Clara, Lu 
’n Em and the Stebbins boys. 
Also included was the Colum- 
bia Broadcasting System, be- 
cause as one of the characters 
remarked, ‘they’re a bunch of 
swell guys.’ 

Amos ’n Andy are on NBC 
and direct opposition to ‘Myrt 
and Marge’ because of broad- 
casting at same hour, 


NBC COMMERCL 
INGENUE EXEC 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 

June Meredith, ingenue on the 
First Nighter shows over NBC, 
journeyed down to Batavia, IIl., to 
look over the plant of the program’s 
billpayer., Campagna Italian Balm. 
While there she discussed the dra- 
matic problems of the program with 
E. M. Oswald, the company’s owner, 
and returned to Chicago with 
the portfolio of one of the three di- 
rectors-in-chief of the commercial’s 
ether activity, with her authority 
equal to that of the cosmetic’s 
agency rep, McCann-Erickson. 

Miss Meredith, who has been on 
the program since it started over a 
year ago, now not only sits in on 
the selection of dramatic scripts, 
but also on the advertising copy 
conferences. Her new assignment 
also puts her in charge of answering 
the radio inquiry or fan mail. Other 
two members of the First Nighter 
governing board are Charles 
Hughes, who owns the idea rights 
to show, and L. T. Wallace, the 
agency’s account executive. 

On the first broadcast following 
the Batavia visit Miss Meredith 
stepped out of character and into 
the blurb reader’s spot to tell listen- 
ers some of the things she observed 
in her round of the Oswald plant, 
and offered a sample giveaway for 
the writing. Mail return by the end 
of the fourth day in the Chicago 
area tallied better than 6,000. 

Miss Meredith’s stage experience 
outside of stock was with Richard 
Bennett in ‘He Who Gets Slapped. 


ROXY BACK ON AIR 
AGAIN AT NEW YEAR’S 


Round about New Year’s Roxy 
is going to resume on the air. He 
will take up a one-hour period 
weekly on N. B. C., probably se- 
lecting Sunday for the day. 

In his coming broadcasts Roxy 
will propagandize Radio City. 

















Johnny Marvin’s Buy 


Johnny Marvin, vaudeville actor, 
has secured a financial interest in 
the Consolidated Record Co., manu- 
facturer of radio discs. Majority 
interest in the company is held by 
Charles C. Hasen. 

Marvin will record and also act 
as a salesman. 








| AIRING OLYMPICS 


| International Games B’cast for 1st 
Time in °32—Both Networks 


For the first time in radio, the 
1932 Olympic Games will be broad- 
cast. Olympics of 1928 were held 
abroad and at that time radio wasn't 
advanced far enough for clear inter- 
national hook-ups. 

CBS has completed arrangements 
to broadcast the games. On Dec. 11 
it starts daily 15 minute programs 
in which Ted Husing will interview 
American contestants for berths on 
the Olympic team. 

On Feb. 3 CBS will begin the win- 
ter Olympic Games broadcasts from 
Lake Placid and during the summer 
will pick up the games in Los 
Angeles. 

NBC is making arrangements also. 


NOW 10 FEMME 
ANNOUNCERS: 
BAN OFF 


Women, once barred from an- 
nouncing jobs, are getting common. 
Six months ago there wasn’t a 
woman announcer on the air, ex- 
cepting one or two speaking for 
beauty products. But for regular 
commercial plugs, women were out. 

It was believed that a woman’s 
voice didn’t carry as well as a man’s 
and that it was less forceful in sell- 
ing. 

This season saw a change. Cur- 
rently there are around 10 femme 
announcers handling commercial 
plugs and for some of the biggest 
accounts. Lucky Strike started it 
about five months ago when it put 
on Nana Bryant, actress, to handle 
the plug with ‘Thundering’ Thor- 
gensen, Latter is known for his 
rough voice and Luckies thought 
that for a short time Miss Bryant 
would be a good contrast. Her 
period as an announcer was to be 





temporary, but she went big and 
has been handling the plug ever 
since, 


Others 

Since then Grace Ellis was en- 
gaged to announce for General Elec- 
tric; Odette Myrtil as m.c. and an- 
nouncer for Goodyear; Betty Coun- 
cil for Pond’s; Aunt Jemima to sing 
and plug for Jad Salts; Gracie 
Paine formerly did the announcing 
for Abe Lyman on Phillips Mag- 
nesia, with Helen Rowland later 
succeeding her; Edna Wallace Hop- 
per does her own commercial spiel- 
ing on her CBS periods. When 
Chesterfield goes on CBS in Janu- 
ary, it will use a woman announcer 
besides a man. 

One reason or the progress of 
women as commercial announcers is 
a direct play to the women listeners. 
It has been found that a woman an- 
nouncer gets more attention from 
her own sex. 

Also the fact that currently a 
femme handling the plug is a nov- 
elty and may continue to be for a 
while, 








Coast Radio Hears Pleas of Films 
Layoff Sound Men, Players, P.A.'s 





Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 

Former radio technicians who left 
their jobs for real dough at the 
| studios when pictures went sound 
are now forming a daily parade 
back to coast broadcasting stations. 
| They're looking for their jobs—at 
ny price—but finding their old 
berths satisfactorily filled. 

Migration back is due to the tough 
times at the studios, which have 
| been particularly hard on sound men 
| since efficiency men on the picture 
llots decided almost all sound crews 
| were overmanned, 
Small Salaries Due 

stations are also having 





Radio 


more than their quota of out-of- 
works from other lines in pictures, 
who are now willing to take the less 
spectacular wages of radio now that 
the studios are axe swinging. 


Players who used to look upon 
radio as legit once looked upon the 
early flickers, now see coffee and 
doughnut possibilities in the air, and 
are trying to interest the stations In 
dramatic sketches, monologs, etc. 

Another unit of the parade is 
composed of ex-studio press agents 
who are trying to talk local broad- 
casters into brands of publicity they 
learned in the studios. Many are 
calling but few are chosen, 








Sustained and Repeated Program 
Broadcasting by WLW if Proving 
Itself Changing All Radio Ideas 


An experiment in sustained broad- 


casting that, if successful, may 
change the basic rules and tech- 
nique of radio entertainment is be- 
ing conducted by WLW, Crosley 


Radio’s station in Cincinnati. In 
what it describes as an attempt to 
ascertain how far the technique of 
the stage can be transplanted into 
radio, the station’s dramatic stock 
troupe, called Crosley Theatre, is 
repeating scrips three times a week, 
This is a decided departure from the 
one-time policy for all material as 
generally now practiced in radio. 
The scripts are broadcast two 
nights and one matinee during the 
same week. Station claims the mail 
response has tripled since adoption 


of the thrice weekly policy, with 
word of mouth having much the 
same publicizing effect as in the 


legit theatre business. Numerous re- 
quests have been received for even 
longer runs of the same plays. As 
a result the Crosley troupe, after the 
three-time usage, is now repeating 
the hit pieces at additional inter- 
vals. 

Response has disclosed mystery 
and romantic themes to be the most 
popular. 

Timid Broadcasters 

Radio broadcasters in general, 
with WLWL possibly the only ex- 
ception, have been timid about 
sending out a program more than 
once. This chief fear is that lis- 
teners already secured might be lost 
to other stations by repetition of 
scripts. 

The opposing theory under which 
the Crosley group is reported work- 
ing is that full coverage of the audi- 
ence field isn’t possible with one 
broadcast; tat those who missed a 
program’s first broadcast will be ate 
tracted to its repeat by favorable 
comment from the first audience, 
and that the number of people miss- 
ing a program’s first release might 

(Continued on page 59) 


NO OPTIONS FOR 4 
NBC HOURS—ALL NEW 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 

Four commercials are slated to 
quit NBC after their original 13- 
--eek contracts expire during the 
currer.t month. Wayne King puts on 
his last broadcast for Lady Esther 
Sunday, Dec. 20. Same afternoon 
the Minneapolis Honeywell Heat 
Regulator withdraws its weekly 
support from the studio concert 
combo directed by Leroy Shields. 


Instead of renewing, Bissell Car- 
pet sweeper decided to call its 
femme harmony program of Dec, 
22 the last, while Dickenseed and 
Popcorn pulls its weekly kid show, 
Little Buster’s Circus Parade, 
Dec, 26, 


Lady Esther may go back on air 
after holidays, starting Jan. 17. 


Ad Agency Wants F&M 
To Stage Air Programs 


Fanchon & Marco may enter into 
the radio production business. A 
meeting between F. & M. bookers 
and the Blackett, Sample & Hum- 
mert advertising agency was held 
last week. 

Currently F. & M. is handling one 
program for B, S & H. This is the 
Edna Wallace Hopper broadcast, 
which features F. & M. acts. 

Ad agency wants F. & M. to are 
range for the same style of pro- 
grams for other of its advertisera, 








Dobbsie Jumps to CBS 
San Francisco, Dec. 7, 
KPO network of NBC loses an acé6 ., 
feature Jan. 1 when Capt. Dobbsie © 
(Hugh Barrett Dobbs) and his Shell 
Happytime crew move to KFRC and 
the Columbia-Don Lee network. 
Shell Oil Co., sponsoring the radio 
program, is reported paying Dobbsie 
$83,000 yearly. He is supported by 
a flock of talent, who have been 
holding the air from 8 to 9 a. m., 
six days weekly. KPO has been 
piping the program to six other stae- 
tions, whereas KFRC will shoot it™ 
to ten others in the West 
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MARION HARRIS 
Songs 
Sustaining 


WEAF, New York 
The soft-voiced Marion Harris 
has no commercial perch — yet. 


There may be no two to one bets in 
football, but those odds can hold 
here as to this warbler’s eventual 
inclusion on an exploitation period. 

A standard and recognized show- 
woman over a stretch of years, Miss 
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TEXAS GUINAN 
Whoopee 
Planet Mars 
Sustaining 
WCEFEL, Chicago 

That boisterous vitality that char- 
acterizes everything Texas Guinan 
does strikes the ear oddly over the 
radio, It's so unlike the decorous, 
prim, carefully edited programs 
typical of radio. Some persons have 
professed to be shocked. Others have 





Harris can he said to have blazed ! 

j : FP case | 
the trail which the Ettings, Smiths | 
and Mermans are following. That} 


i 
so proml- | 
nent as either of the aforementioned | 

| 


she is now, perhaps, not 


girls. and even some others of the; 
type, is one of those anomalies of 
show business. 

It wasn’t so long ago that Miss 


Harris was the top femme seller on 
phonograph discs. Also, at the time, 
she was the acknowledged leading 
exponent of her style of work in 
show circles. Within the trade the 
lessening of her prominence is 
mostly attributed to mismanage- 
ment in not being able to get to- 
gether with various theatrical firms 
on price. 

To hear the 
Harris is to note but little change 
vocally. 

Here is a girl who holds an unu- 
sual position in her field. Torch 
song singers have spent many an 
afternoon or evening studying her 
records, and dropping into vaude 
houses or Broadway revues to catch 
her. Among those who trill the 
modern ditties, Miss Harris still 


commands definite respect, and 
where arguments crop up over the 
merits of various feminine delini- 
ators of songs her name is seldom 
concerned in the direct dispute. The 
reason for this is that the active ex- 
ponents continue to classify her 
apart and above. 


The mention of Miss Harris being 


now unseen Miss 


wondered how long before Tex 
might get jammed through using 
raw stuff. There is probably scant 


chance of Guinan ever going com- 
mercial on the air anyhow, so deli- 
cate questions of possible reaction 
to her style and choice of gags 
more rhetorical than practical. 
Her broadcast comes on at 10:30 
and continues for 30 minutes, during 
which time Guinan talks almost in- 
cessantly. There's an orchestra 
playing sotto in the background, but 
she drowns them out. In her gag- 
ging she is abetted by her usual trio 
of male assistants, who help her in 
keeping up the peppery cross-fire. 


One of them says,: ‘You were 
checking up on your husband last 
night. What did you find out?’ Tex 


replies, ‘I found him out with your 
wife.’ 

When getting topical, Texas tells 
about the Japanese ambassador 
losing 12 pounds from taking bows 
of apology. Aimee MacPherson 
okay, but Guinan knows more hims 
and their telephone numbers. Be- 
cause of the depression signs ‘keep 
off the grass’ have been changed to 
‘don’t eat the grass.’ 

For 30 minutes. Toward the end, 
and more or less of an afterthought, 
Ann Peters sings. Richly dulcet is 
the contralto of Miss Peters. A 
voice that radio might be interested 
in financially. Probably the only 
radio possibility in Texas’ mob. 

Meanwhile the orchestra has con- 
tinued sawing away unheeded, and 
in fact unneeded, for it’s gab and 
personality that Texas serves. She 
does her own announcing, and that 
includes a sales argument for the 
Planet Mars, where she is doing a 
substantial business. She is anxious 
to sell the 7 o’clock dinner show in 


is 


as cold water to many of these particular, but erred somewhat when 


luncheon and dinner table contro- 
versies is the profession’s tribute to 
a girl who practically was the text 
book on her style of work. That is, 
the Miss Harris of the past. While 
her co-workers even hesitate to rate 
themselves with the Marion of to- 
day as technical song interpreters, 
there are more important rivals to 
keep track of because of their prom- 
inence—and there is a difference be- 
tween the Miss Harris of the pres- 
ent and yesterday. 


That difference seems to be the 
disinclination of Miss Harris to take 
chances with melodies, the gamble 
on which she used to accept as sec- 
ond nature. She has become con- 
servative on the air. The exact 
meaning of this is probably better 
defined through’ Miss Harris being 
known as one of the few vocalists 
to ever ‘break up’ her accompanying 
pianist by a completely reckless in- 
terpretation of a song which would 
include vocal transpositions to mi- 
nors on the spur of the moment that 
figuratively froze the pianist’s fing- 
ers and sent chills up and down the 
spines of those who could under- 
stand and were listening. This re- 
peatedly happened not necessarily 
in private but also on _ various 
stages. It made piano playing for 
this songstress much more than just 
a routine matter. 


But no longer is such audacity 
evident. For radio Miss Harris is 
singing with an orchestral back- 
ground and is sacrificing the color 
of her former translations in favor 
of almost stringent adherence to 
the orchestrations as supplied by 
the publisher of the song. It is true 
that she still diversifies the melody 
occasionally, though much more 
mildly and less vividly than former- 
ly. In other words, the impression 
is that Miss Harris is etherizing 
under wraps, or orders, and is not 
realizing upon her full resources, It 
can’t be because she is completely 
unfamiliar with the medium in lieu 
of her innumerable recordings and 
past radio experience, if spasmodic. 

Otherwise her contralto, a natural 
voice, retains the quality which has 
always been there and makes her 
the most soothing of all feminine 
crooners of popular songs. Other 
singers may be more interesting as 
they are currently delivering under 
the stress of competition but few, if 
any, possess that note of calm which 
is evident as this vocalist comes 
over the air. 

Miss Harris 


is broadcasting 
around 11 p. m., 


\ on two 15-minute 
periods a week. She also does some 
‘guesting’ on other programs. It’s 


letting it slip over the air that 
on that evening (3) she herself 
hadn't been in the cafe for the din- 
ner show. She hastened to add that 
it really didn’t happen often. A 
great sales point. 

Her radio broadcasts have gotten 
quite a bit of comment. They are 
unusual. Ordinarily that might be 
deemed an advantage if any ques- 
tion of, or desire for, a radio account 
was involved. Yet it’s pretty certain 
that her kind of unusualness would 
probably scare most advertisers. 
Her humor is a bit too rough and 
ready for business men who shy 
away from any kind of humor, even 
the Epworth League variety. 

WCFL may pick up some new lis- 
teners and Guinan may pick up some 
new suckers, so this broadcast is an 
even trade. Land. 





— GOSSIP 


alk 
COMMERCIAL 
WJJD, Chicago 

Good, catchy tag wasted on this 
mess of dry, pointless chatter. Label 
no more applies to what the pro- 
gram delivers than the introductory 
billing of ‘famous character imper- 
sonator’ given the femme monolo- 
gist in the title role. 

Program listing leads the listener 
to expect a flock of tattle about per- 
sons in the neighborhood, but what 
the dialing actually taps is a flow 
of stilted, monotonish prattling by 
a mistress lecturing her servant. 
Cracks the lady of the house pulls 
at the expense of the maid are not 
only humorless but violate all that 
passes for good taste. There may 
be something funny about a servant 
girl’s trying to better herself by 
self-schooling, but it’ll have to take 
a lowdown risibility to get it. 

It’s a clumsy bit of script writing 
and elocution throughout, with the 
femme monologist going out of her 
way to weave in mention of the 
products bank-rolling this morning 
quarter hour. They include Thos. 
J. Webb Coffee, Zonite, Ivory Snow, 
and Wheat Pops. Indirect purpose 
of the program is to call attention 
to the indie neighborhood stores who 
handle these products. 





SPERRY SMILES 

usic, Songs 
COMMERCIAL 
KGO, San Francisco 

What was previously a neat pro- 
gram has deteriorated into a ho- 
hum 15 minutes. It’s over the west- 
ern NBC chain, sponsored by the 
Sperry Flour and featuring Lee S. 





a late and infrequent schedule. not 
particularly conducive to public ac- 
quaintanceship; witness that up- 
state town of 200,000 which likes 
Crosby but never heard of Colombo. 
Maybe a more simple signature 
song would aid in bringing Miss 
Harris to the front. This idiosyn- 
crasy of radio appears to have been 
an important factor ir rushing 
other singers into prominence. 


Meanwhile, if Miss Harris ever 
deigns to throw off those vocal 
handcuffs professionals will stop 
speaking of her in the past tense 
and the public will have another 
favorite. Sid. 


Roberts, who bases the quarter hour 
mainly on his rep as composer of 
‘Smiles’ and other tunes. 

Program isn’t well knit and lacks 


a decisive punch, failing to sell 
either Sperry Flour or Lee Rob- 
erts. Roberts is at the. piano and 


backed by an organ, which combo 
sounds pretty frail. A tenor chants 
the lyrics. On this Tuesday nicht 
one of the Sperry bakery’s man- 
agers: was introduced to tell about ‘a 
delightful banana cake’ now in the 
process of concoction. 

Needs a lot more care and thought 
than it seems to be getting. 

Bock. 











is | 


AUNT JEMIMA 
Songs 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

No reason at all that with the 
proper guidance Tess Gardella, the 
Big and Aunt Jemima of 
vaudeville and the musicals, should 
not duplicate her stage success on 
the radio. For she can sing with 
any singer of pops on the air or 
the rostrum. And as singing in a 
vocal program is the extent of radio 


Tess 





i 

; 

| So at least there is one showman 
| 

' 


| 
| 


showmanship, Tess, like other radio 
singers, becomes a Showman, too, 


mentionable in connection with the 
Jad Salts’ commercial 15-minute 
afternoon period on CBS. No others 
in evidence. Even though the pro- 
gram director who advised Miss 
Gardella to do the commercial plug 
talking between songs might con- 
sider himself a showman. It’s good 
he is finding out early that his style 
of showmanship is a killer of tal- 


ent. 

Miss Gardella is essentially a 
singer, not a talker. In following 
the script she’s talking so much 
about Jad Salts and slinging so 
many superlatives meanwhile as 
per orders, the songs are shoved 


into the background as mere change 
of pace for the commercial spieling. 


Only through the ability of the 
singer is the effect of that over- 
come, but not completely. 

Miss Gardella was engaged to 
sing, no doubt, and that’s all she 
should do. Somebody else could 
more helpfully tackle the badly 
overwritten chatter. Then Jad 
Salts could be sold through at- 


tention attracted by entertainment, 
which must be the real idea, rather 
than selling Jad Salts on bold plugs 
and using the entertainment as the 
alibi for keeping the plugs on the 
air for 15 minutes. 

As for Aunt Jemima, this pro- 
gram possibily is chiefly important 
through having brought her into a 
regular air spot. Radio can use 
her, though radio will never secure 


full value from this or any other 
singer without better program 
treatment. 


Jad Salts is a reducing process 
and the afternoon plug is aimed 
mainly at the women. Aunt Jemima 
is a perfect demonstrator, weigh- 
ing only 240. In radio that’s prob- 
ably figured as okay until tele- 
vision arrives. Bige. 


SANKA SERENADE 
Musicale 

Radio Disc 
COMMERCIAL 
WMAGQ, Chicago 


Drink Sanka and sleep. 
Tune in on the Sanka Serenade 
and go back to sleep. 


That 97% freedom from caffeine 
they talk about has its parallel in 
the program’s 99% freedom from 
entertainment. Among dull pro- 
grams it sets new records for stand- 
ing still. There’s yawns aplenty. 
Spotted at 10:35, it’s just after the 
good programs and just before the 
local dance bombardment starts. An 
in-betweener in every respect. 

No names mentioned. Anonymous 
wax. Full of lulls but no lullaby, 
the program wanders’ aimlessly 
from vocal to violin and back again 
with the commercial plug minus 
punch and the whole enterprise 
doomed to abysmal neglect among 
the guardians of the parlor cal- 
ibraters. 

Representative advertisers are not 
expected to be identified with pro- 
grams so devoid of ingenuity, nov- 
elty or everyday merit. This disc 
bears every mark of being cheaply 
and perfunctorily created. Intended 
as a merchandizing aid and dedicat- 
ed to the grocers of the community, 
it appears to be an idea that fell 
down in execution. 

It’s been on WMAQ some time. 
Perhaps earlier samples were better 
in quality. There will be no renew- 
al after present contract runs out, 
as NBC has a policy against pro- 
grams on discs. This was inherited 
from the old regime. Land. 


ADELE ASTAIRE 

With Nat Brusiloff’s Orch. 
Songs, Talk 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 


Miss Astaire, of Fred and Adele 
Astaire, currently in ‘Band Wagon,’ 
gave a breezy performance as guest 


star for Nestle. She split her ma- 
terial between chatter and songs. 
Chatter was of crossfire variety 
with Allan Joslyn, announcer. Al- 
though the puns weren’t so funny, 
there was a tone to the whole af- 
fair that made Miss Astaire enter- 
taining. 

She frequently interjected the 
‘Boy O’ Boy’ phrase, as Bert Lahr 
delivers it, in the conversation. 
However, she did give credit to 
Lahr for a phrase over a staged 
phone bit between herself and her 
brother. 

Miss Astaire derived a bit of com- 
edy out of twice attempting to tell 
a traveling salesman joke, but be- 
ing stopped by a phone from her 
brother each time. The old gag. 

Miss Astaire did three songs, one 
‘Wonderful,’ from one of her old 


shows. Two pops rounded out the 
song portion. The voice as a voice 
didn’t listen well through the 





speaker. 


[ 

TOPSY TURVEY TIME 

Russell Pratt, Alpha Stalson and 
Harold Van Horne 

Talk, Songs, Piano 

COMMERCIAL 

| WMAQ, Chicago 


Although rating as the top rung 
kié hour of the Chicage outlets, this 
one has a tough time retaining com- 
mercial support. As it stands now, 
only one section of this daily 60- 
minute period collects from some 


merchandiser, but even that’s lim- 
ited to four shots a week. 
With the, time split up among 


four acts, the juvenile hour, in turn, 


brings Hussell Pratt of the Three 
Doctors in a_ serial skit entitled 
‘Tommy Tuffins Out West’; Alpha 


Stalson and Harold Van Horne ina 
smattering of nursery tunes, an un- 


billed femme, introduced as ‘The 
Bookhouse Story Lady,’ to retail a 
bedtime story, and Alpha Stalson 
back again for a feature labelled 


‘The Thinking Cap.’ 

Pratt takes 15 minutes of the hour 
for the adventure installment, au- 
thored by Bob White. His is a neat 
piece of voice mimicry, drawing a 
wide margin between each imper- 
sonation, with some of the episodes 
casting as many as six characters. 
Plot at times seems to get too in- 
volved and the wisecracking is in- 
clined to grow too spry and subtle 
for kids, but the script as a whole 
invarably packs enough action and 
mystery to keep the youngsters 
looking forward. 

Currently Miss Stalson is devot- 
ing most of her alloted time in this 
spot to ballyhooing the Topsy Turvy 
toy-making contest. Kids are asked 
to write in and say they can be de- 
pended upon to make a contribu- 
tion for the load of toys to be given 
away to poor children at Christmas 
time. Letters bring a silk ribbon 
with ‘Topsy Turvy Time’ imprinted 
upon it, and the best home-made 
toys will garner special prizes, 

It’s a B’rer Rabbit episode that 
the femme in the Bookhouse Story 
Lady usually unfolds, with a poem 
from the Eugene Field collection 
added as an apertif. Behind this 
bedtime story recital, at least four 
times a week, is a local bookstore, 
specializing in juve literature. 
When last caught (30), Miss Stal- 
son's contribution to ‘The Thinking 
Cap’ sector was an imaginary dia- 
log between two characters, one who 
asked questions and the other who 
told all about what she was doing 
to help put over WMAQ'’s Christmas 
toy-making contest. It’s all down 
to the kindergarten level, with the 
Stalson pipes doing an acceptable 
job on the juvenile take-offs. 

This kid hour has been one of the 
station’s ace features the past two 
years, and responsible for a lot of 
good will enjoyed by the outlet. 
With NBC now at the station's con- 
trols, it is expected that the running 
time of the show will undergo some 
clipping to take care of some net- 
work commercial, 





NORMAN BROKENSHIRE AND 
MIRTHMAKERS 


Disc 
COMMERCIAL 
WAAM, Newark 


Used as a bailyhoo for the Castle- 
bergs, a jewelry firm in Newark, a 
dise of dialog with another man and 
Brokenshire interspersed with mu- 
sic by an orchestra and a few vocal 
choruses by members of the band. 

Disappointing as a whole when 
one recalls the former work of 
Brokenshire on some of the major 
programs. A few of the gags em- 
ployed are sure bewhiskered and 
what made them all sound rather 
hollow was the props laughing en- 





semble which tailed each exchange. 
As a commercial, disc not so hot. 
Mark. 
UNEEDA TOWN CRIER 
Minute Man 
COMMERCIAL 
WMAQ, Chicago 
At 10:30, with a clanging of a 


hand-bell a warm voice announces 
itself over WMAQ as the Uneeda 
Town Crier. In a few carefully 
chosen words, edited and tailored to 
fit so many seconds, the voice pro- 
claims the merits of a biscuit, its 
cooking utility, its unmatched lu- 
sciousness. Then almost as soon 
as he has started the bell clangs 
again and in fancy the listeners see 
the town crier pass down the street 
and out of earshot. 

Straight commercial plugging, ad- 
vertising almost undiluted save for 
a casual Ripleyish oddity of news 
or science, but it possesses brevity. 
In that it’s almost an object lesson 
for advertisers and their surveying 
and theorizing agencies to ponder. 

Say it briefly, say it well, say it 
uniquely, 

That town crier idea is simple 
enough. Yet it manages in its fleet- 
ing moment to leave an impression 
Perhaps even an appetite. Land. 
MUSICAL FORGET-ME-N 
COMMERCIAL ii tals 
KFRC, San Francisco 

Robert Olsen is one of the coast's 
best known tenors, having been on 
the Columbia-Don Lee chain for 
several years. This quarter hour, 
sponsored by a finance company, oc- 
cupies the Sunday night 8 o'clock 
spot which Bing Crosby holds on 
week nights. 

é' Olsen tenors three numbers. He 
is given excellent musical support 
by Eleanor Allen, organist, and Wal- 





‘program whose entertainment qu 


CRUMMIT and SANDERSON 
Songs, Talk 

COMMERCIAL 

WABC, New York 


This is the Frank Crummit and 
Julia Sanderson CBS period, not to 
be confused with their NBC broad. 
casts with La Palina. They are 
one of the few teams doubling on 
both networks. On this broadcast 
CBS, they're sponsored by Bond 
Bread. 

Material 
gether different lines. Here the 
team is supposed to be a typical 
married couple, quibbling and sen. 
timentally reminiscing. 

Program is divided 
chatter and songs, accompanying an 
orchestra. Music is supposed to 
originate from a radio in the par.~ 
lor. The pair break into songs from 
every angle. In the midst of the 
chatter they cue into the song that 
being faintly played by the 
chestra, which then increases its 
volume, Frequently they go right 
into the warbling without signaling, 
They do solos and duets. Any steady 
radio listener is familiar with the 
Crummit and Sanderson voices and 
can label them without identifying 
announcements. 

Both warble in a slow, lazy style, 
Miss Sanderson in a voice which ig 
thin and high pitched and Crummit 
in a smooth tenor and with care- 
ful and precise accentuation. 

These broadcasts, on bi-weekly, 
run 30 minutes during the morning 
hours, They are no doubt aimed 
at the housewives. 


here runs along alto- 


between the 


is or- 


ROY SHELLEY 

Uke and Songs 

Sustaining 

WOR, Newark 

Shelley is a uke player and singer 
on an afternoon sustaining spot at 
WOR. When the two classes on 
radio are titled ‘daytime’ and 
‘nightime,’ like the small time and 
big time of vaudeville in the past, 
the verdict on Shelley will be ‘okay 
for the daytime.’ He fills his WOR 
position satisfactorily. 

With singing, ukeing and both on 
the program caught, Shelley con- 
tributed one bit of sentimental 
philosophy. Something about the 
sin of saying nasty things about 
people without verifying them first. 
On the stage a single of Shelley's 
type would use a gag or tell a funny 
story instead. 

At the finish the station makes 
an offer of a photograph of Shelley 
to all those who write in. As ifa 
photo could clear up the mystery! 
Bige. 


JANE DILLON 

Protean Sketch 

Sustaining 

WOR, New York 

Jane Dillon, English actress, does 
all the characters. Admitting she 
makes such a fast swing from one 
part into another at times that the 
pickup is palpably the same voice, 
her drop into the low register to 
imitate the stagehands demone 
strated her versatility. 

A rather wishy-washy, sentimen- 
tal play through the theft of paper 
roses from a vaude act with a road 
show by Annie, the theatre scrub- 
woman, to give to her blind son, 
who thinks his mother runs a flower 
garden, 

There’s slangy stage talk by the 
stagehands and Gert, who is teamed 
up with Stubby Fawcett, also imi- 
tated by Miss Dillon. The opening 
comedy dialog veers into a straight 
dramatic vein when Miss Dillon as 


the scrubwoman appeals to Mr, 
Potter to put her in jail. Miss Dil- 
lon also does the blind boy by 


pitching her voice, which shows the 
decided contrast from the masculine 
tones she also uses. 

More effective as a 


novelty than 
anything else. A 


fark. 


BILL THE FISHERMAN 

Talk 

Sustaining 

WAAM, Newark 

Once a week Bill the Fisherman, 
as he’s announced, devotes his air 
period to stories about fishing and 
hunting and between sandwiches 
advices to hunters, especially in 
New Jersey, as to the game laws. 
Just plain talk, but has its worth- 
while points for those interested. 





Mark. 
Blue Label Cocktail Party 
DISC 
COMMERCIAL 
WOR, Newark 
At the start and finish a male 


a special lyric eX- 
tolling the virtues of Blue Label 
Tomato Juice Cocktail. It sounds 
silly. After the silly start there is 
silly talk and then the silly finish. 
Altogether a gracelessly produced 
commercial dise in which the de- 
sire to plug the product appears to 
have wielded too much influence. 


Rube and Italian dialect pong 


quartet sings 


ters in the dialog portions iad 
amateurishly overdrawn. Every t 
thing they say and every moment 
they're on are incredible, hammy 
and unimpressive. , 
When an advertiser decides to 


his first nat- 
ta 
al- 
to the com- 
his product 
the advertiser © 
Ride. 


advertise on the radio, : 
ural desire should be to prese! 
ity is at least equal 
mercial quality otf 
Probably too often 





iter Kelsey, fiddler. Bock, 


opinion of both is wrons 
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Heavy Commish Rates May Be Soon 
Revealed by Star's Legal Action’ 


A wholesale noise that started as 
a slight rumble and is now gaining 
in. volume of static produced by 
flas of lightning, is 
tate the sensitive eardrums of 
NEC and CBS high-commish Artist 
Bureau. It from contract 
radio talent that figures it has 
parted from too much of its earn- 
ings for too long. 


comes 


In a short time on of the 
popular radio vocalists, 
ices are contracted exclusively to 
one of the two major networks, will, 
it is reported, turn all data over to 
his attorneys preparatory to lodg- 
ing an official complaint. His ob- 
jections will be against exorbitant 
commission rates. 

Numerous other ether artists are 
awaiting his opening move with a 
view of following up en masse. 
They all have the same holler. 

The yell is not aimed at commish 


most 
whose serv- 


about to agi- | 
the | 


been | 





Cincinnati Newspapers 
Modify Air Name Ban 


SHULER DODGES 


Dee, 7 


Publishers of the thre 


dailies 


| 

| 

Cincinnati 
} here de 


ided that the flood of week- 


ly radio program sheets was too 


| Sreat a threat to compensate for the 


pleasure of turning down radio 


publicity, and they renewed listing 


of names of the 


entertainers in 
New 


commercial reference, 


ether programs. elimi- 
but 


entertainment to 


style 
nates all 
specifies artist or 
be found on local programs, 

Last May, 


convention of 


following a national 


newspaper publishers 


iti ‘thi : at which radi ews Was razze ; 
conditions within radio, which the] lich radio news was razzed, thé 
artists say are also bad enough to| Cincy papers banned all radio pub- 
warrant correction, but at the fees] licity and eliminated names of com- 
charged by the networks’ booking 


departments for 
theatre 


placing 
and 


contract 


acts in other outside 


jobs. 


A direct charge that contemplated 


by the objecting radio acts is that} 


the networks sometimes declare 
themselves in for as high as 25% of 
the radio artists’ non-radio earn- 
ings. . 

The artists question the necessity 
of such a commish charge. They 
deny that the networks are justified 
in charging as much as 7 for 
services rendered, with these serv- 
ices worth 10% top, and pretty lib- 
eral at that figure. 

It is pointed out by complainants 
that there is no parallel in the show 
business or any other line for such 
an employment service rate. They 
borrow the practise of farming out 
eontract actors to other companies 


Lo 
299 


in the picture industry for the 
closest comparison, but, say the 
radio acts, in films this is more 
often justified than not, while in 


radio it is seldom if ever warranted. 
Work Guaranteed 

Picture producers guarantee their 
contract players a certain amount 
of work within a certain period. 
They are obliged to pay the same 
salaries whether the work is forth- 
coming or not. In order to avoid a 
loss on an idle contract player, the 
talker studios frequently loan him 
to another producer. If the farming 
out salary is higher than the play- 
er’s contract figure, the studio is 
legally entitled to the difference, but 
in a majority of cases the actor 
shares in the excess. 

Radio’s contract talent is guaran- 
teed nothing under the artist bu- 
reau form of so-called ‘exclusive 
contract.’ Under this agreement, the 
artist is restrained from playing for 
or booking through any other 
source. The network has exclusive 
eall on the artist’s service, yet the 
artist is guaranteed nothing except- 
ing that if he or she obtains em- 
ployment, the network and nobody 
else will be the agent and collect the 
commish. 

An unofficial defense of the artist 
bureau’s commission rates has been 
that the heavy percent is necessary 


for numerous services rendered to 
all contract artists, besides for 
maintenance of the bureau. The 


latter could be covered by less than 
10%, claim some artists. Most of 
the ‘service’ is confined to publicity, 
which isn’t worth the other 15% or 
more, they contend. 

An official protest against abnor- 
mal commission charges in all 
branches as it affects them directly 
is being drawn up by the advertis- 
ing agencies, it has been previously 
reported. 

The artists are now .chiefly con- 
cerned with the commish on outside 
bookings. The inside stuff can be 
taken up later, they say. 





Col. Stoopnagle Off WBBM 
Chicago, Dec. 7. 

and Col, Stoopnagle, 
week by Tasty Yeast, 
sustaining starting to- 
network 
the with a 
Chicago release. New schedule had 
through the middle 
Mondays, Tuesday 


When Bud 
dropped last 
HO Columbia 
morrow (s), the 
able to furnish comics 
them coming 
Wwe: 7 p. m, 
and Thursdays. 

WBBM, CBS’ key 
off the 


~ 1. 
9 CIOCK, 


vest at 


outlet here, goes 
6:45 and 8& 
the chain's local card- 

WGN, has 


+ + 


air between 
while 
rate affiliate, 


ials of its own 


several 


eonmmere hat time 


‘to take care of. 


won't be | 


mercial sponsors and entertainers in 
} Words 


program listings. 


| ‘orchestra,’ ‘singing,’ ‘dialog’ and 
| letcure’ were used to describe pe- 
|riods. The local dailies were the 
first of prominence to employ the 


policy. 

The action of the dailies opened 
the way for local exclusive radio 
sheets, the first of which was ‘Radio 
Dial,’ a weekly. ‘Dial’ for a 
nickel and is claimed to have 45,000 
copies per most of the 
being made on the street. This 
publication recently increased from 
eight to 12 pages to accommodate 
increased advertising of dealers and 
sponsors of commercial radio pro- 
grams. ‘Radio Guide,’ a_ similar 
sheet, bowed in lately. Radio deal- 
ers are issuing throwaway program 
sheets. 


V-P’s N. Y. Trip Results in 
Some Frisco NBC Changes 


sells 


issue, 





San Francisco, Dec. 7. 

Returning from a two-week trip 
to New York, Don Gilman, NBC 
v.-p., has thrown into gear some 
expansion and operation plans for 
the network in the west. Gilman 
has created a new post, that of as- 
sistant production manager, and 
given it to Lou Frost. Frost has 
been with NBC several years, start- 
ing as a clerk. 

Two new Montana stations joined 
the hookup last week when KGIR 
in Butte and KGHL in Billings be- 
gan operations as links in the KGO 
and KPO networks. 

Several additions and changes have 
been made in the local announcing 
staff, Tom Shirley, formerly with 
CBS in Salt Lake, and Vie Linfoot, 
absent from the local NBC studios 
for six months, added to the pro- 
gram m.c.’s, and Dick Ellers pro- 
moted from junior to senior an- 
nouncership. 

NBC's additional headquarters on 
the second and third floors of the 
Hunter-Dulin Bidg. are beinng 
readied this week, with executive, 
publicity and production offices be- 
ing moved there. With addition of 
these new headquarters NBC is 
turning swank, adding a flock of 


lishing lounging rooms, 





Mixed Announcers 


Chesterfield finally goes on 
air, after a series of on and off 
reports, starting January 4. Ciggie 
account will be on nightly over 
70 stations from 10:30 to 10:45 

Alexander Gray and a Nat Shil- 
kret orchestra of 36 will be 
featured. 





pieces 


fiery 


such as | 


| be muzzled 





Plus and Minus 





ee 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 

In the advertising field the 
agency’s cut-in on talent 
charges is not called a ‘com- 
mission’ but politely referred 
to as a ‘plussage.’ 

No matter what the 
may be, to the artist it's 
a ‘minus age.’ 


label 
still 











FRC AIR BAN 
WITH GAG 


Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 

Rather than give up the right to 
air his opinions over the radio, the 
Rev. Bob Shuler will shortly 
announce his candidacy for Con- 
as this permits his spieling at 
ymmercial The 
broadcasting ecclesiastic will run at 
the next platform of 
free speech and prohibition. 

Following turndown of his appeal 
on the Federal Radio Commission 
order banning his station, KGEF, 
from the air, Shuler’s agents began 
lining up stations and costs for time, 
preparatory to the campaign. As a 
candidate for public office, he can’t 
on the air because of a 
ruling of the Radio Commission say- 
ing no station can bar any candidate 


sress, 
reguiar ec rates, 


election on a 


lif it allows any other the privilege 


sales | 





of broadcasting. Practically every 
station in town has had political 
broadcasts, so Shuler has an in if 
he has the price. 


HOW THE BOYS SPLIT 
THE TAKE IN RADIO 


Cab Calloway’s orchestra is en- 


|gaged for one of the Lucky Strike 


broadcasts in December. Tentative 
date is Dec. 29. 


Calloway, one of Irving Mills’ or- 


chestras, was engaged through 
NBC's Artists’ Bureau. NBC will 


split the commish with MCA, as the 
latter's contract with Lucky Strike 
entitles it to handle all band ar- 
rangements and collect commission 
on all bookings. 

It means the band must pay com- 
mish three ways for the one job. 


———» 


WHITING WITH NBC 
Jack Whiting was placed under 
contract to NBC's Artists’ Bureau 
for three commercials weekly. He 
started last night (Monday). 
Whiting is engaged for a part in 
the new Sam Harris show and will 
go off the air for the run. When it 
closes, Whiting will resume. with 
NBC. 





| 


| 


} 


Bickering, Splitting, Cutting Prices, 


Hill Billies Die 





Soc., 5 Publishers Sue 
Station Over Copyright 


Dayton, O., Dec. 7 
Suit for $1,750 has been filed in 
Federal court against station 


WSMK for alleged public pertorm 
ances of seven copyrighted musical 
numbers, alleged to have been 
|} broadcast Oct. 26 without permis- 
|}sion or payment, by Gene Buck, 
president of the American Society 
|}of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
ilishers; Irving serlin, Ine., Leo 


| Davis, 


Feist, Inc., Famous Music Corpore- 
tion, M. Witmark & Sons and 
Coots & Engel, Ine. 

Numbers named are ‘Love Letters 


in the Sand,’ ‘Me,’ ‘I Don’t Know 
| Why,’ ‘Sleepy Time Gal,’ ‘Just One 
More Chance,’ ‘I Can’t Get Missis 
sippi Off My Mind,” and ‘I Miss a 
Little Miss.’ 

Injunction restraining further 
authorized performances is asked 





together with $250 damages for each 
number performed. 


REMARKABLE EDITOR 


Wants Rival to Scoop Him— 
Bizarre Situation 
Chicago, Dec. 7. 
Harry Shaw, president of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, 
isn’t. taking any chances at becom- 
ing the editorial target of Tom 
Stevenson managing director of 
the indie station operator's organ- 


ization, the Associated Broadcast- 
ers of America. Poth Shaw and 
Stevenson publish broadcasting 


papers of their own. To anticipate 
any fulmination from the Stevenson 
quarters, Shaw has let it be known 
that his competitor’s weekly would 


get first crack at any news about 
N.A.B. 

Shortly after he became the 
N.A.B, president this fall, Shaw, 


who also operates WMT at Water- 
loo, Ia., put out the first issue of 
his bi-monthly, ‘Broadcasting,’ pub- 
lished from Washington. Several 
weeks later Tom Stevenson stepped 
into the trade paper field with a 
weekly of his own, the ‘National 
Broadcast Reporter.’ 

Although Stevenson has had a 
little to say about the opposition 
association in his mag to date, 
Shaw figured that he could spike 
the indie leader’s guns by inform- 
ing the trade that he would make 
it a point to see that the competi- 
tor’s paper got the news about the 
N.A.B. activities before ‘Broadcast- 
ing.’ Shaw says he’s willing to hold 
over such items in the event the 
publication dates of both papers 
coincide. 





Govt. Can Halt Radio Deadbeats 
Only on Proof of Insolvency 





Chicago, Dec. 7. 





page boys and hostesses and estab- | 


| 


W. Baldwin, secretary of the Com- 


Aitempt has been made here to| mission. 


get the Federal Radio Commission 


to force delinquent radio stations to | you 


pay their bills. But so far the Com- 


‘In reply to your letter—in which 
make inquiry concerning a 
proper place to register complaints 


'mission has dodged the responsi-|that particular radio stations fal 


the | 


An innovation will be the use of 
two announcers, man and woman, 
pe by the Newell-Emmett agency, | 


handling the account. 


BROADCAST SELLS PLAY 
The Hague, Nov. 28. 
The Dutch AVRO in- 
troduced a out 
every Tuesday night for six weeks 


+ 


Broadcaste1 


novelty by sending 


| 

ithe court scenes of the American 
Radio-play, ‘The Trial of Vivian 
Ware’ Kenneth M. Ellis. 


Dutch actors were in 


| Well-known 


the cast and the play was such a 
success that the Hofstad Tooneel | 
Co. intends to have the play re- 
written fe the stage by Edward 
l\etermon. Thrillers are in great 


!demand lhere 


bility of acting as a collection 
agency for offices which have deal- 
ings with radio stations. 

The failure of many 
tions to pay their bills 
to be a major worry for those or- 
vanizations which sell to the studios 
Largest amount of complaints have 
been against the small indie sta- 
tions, many of which appear to have 
no sound financial policy. 

Many stations appear entirely un- 


adio sta- 


has gotten 


wiling to pay their bills, and try 
various means to get out of it. Iu 
many cases this is due to thé in- 


stability of radio jobs, the 


person- ,t 


nel being constantly changing. Gen- | 
eral manager of a station may order 
certain things, but by the time the; 


bill arrives, this particular genera! 


manager may no longer be assoc}- 


ated with the studio and his su 

cessor often is unwilling to pay 16 

his predecessor's purchases, 
Answer 


One company’s complaint to t} 
ederal Radio commission concern 
ing the non-payment of bills brough: | 
the following answer from Jame 


to pay their bills or observe their 
contacts, you are informed that this 
Commission has no authority by 
which it may interfere in the pri- 


vate affairs of its licensees, and, 
therefore, may not require either 
that a station pay its bill or ob- 
serve its contracts. The Commis- 


sion is, of course, interested in the 
proper operation of a radio station 


and anything that indicates a sta- 
tion is not operating in the public 
interest or dcoes not have the fi-} 


nancial ability to enable it to prop- 
erly will be of 


y operate ‘oncern to 


he Commi 


Insofar as 


sion. 


failure to pay Lills ! 


concerned, it is suggested that in the 
event the claim is reduced to judg 
ment and the judgment is not sat 
isfied, the matter be called to th 
ttention of the Commi 
‘You are ; ured tl ! t 
plaint you desire to mal 
these lines will re Seive reful con- 


sideration,’ 
Yours very t: 


as Air Attractions 


+ 


Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 
Hill Billies, prairie moaners, cow- 
barn yodelers and mountain musi- 
| clans, all radio acts and at one time 
hottest thing in this territory 
for personal appearances, won't 
bring a dime a dozen at the local 
theatres. 
Their fall has been quick. 


j the 


Reason 
for the loss in popularity of the rus- 
tic combinations has a price- 
war among themselves 
|; started by the two best-known out- 
Beverly Hill Billies and Tom 
Murray’s Hill Billies, splitting up. 
No Showmanship 

When the combos split, the vari- 

ous members went around town of- 


been 


culting 


fits, 


fering themselves to theatres for 
short dough. Knowing nothing 


about showmanship, the others fol- 


lowed. Result is that the B. H 

lies, Who played the Chinese xu ar 

ago for $3,500, can’t get $500 now. 
Same for the Tom Murray aggre- 

gation, which has made money 

playing percentage dates around 

here for the past year. Now even 


the percentage engagements are few 
and far between. 

Moaners are bezinning to fade out 
on the ether. All local stations were 
on their toes for the folksong peo- 
ple a long time. Air for the past 
year has been cluttered up with 
muggs who didn’t want to be buried 
on the lone prairie and who were 
eternally singing the praises of Red 
| River Valley. Now the siations are 
| looking for other personality enter- 
tainers who can play some instru- 
ment other than a guitar and who 
know how to sell pop numbers. 

Loss of popularity of the Hill Bil- 
lies on the air can also be traced to 
the Beverly Hill Lillies, who were 
classed as a super-attraction. When 
the combination broke up it was the 
signal for other similar acts to start 
fighting. Stations grew 
the bickering, as did the public. 
Result was a decline of interest in 
the outfits that at one time received 
star attention from the air fans. 


WLW’s Experiment 
(Continued from page 57) 


be as large or larger than the origi- 
nal audience, 

One-time broadcasters, who com- 
prise the present radio broadcasting 
field almost in its entirety, devise 
attractive programs and exploit 
them for a week or more in advance, 
But there are countless reasons why 
100% reception is never secured. 
Another station might at the same 
time be on with a program that 
some listeners would prefer. Many 
other potential catchers might not 
be within dialing distance of a re- 
ceiving set at the moment, 

Under the sustained performance 
plan a program that scores in its 
first time presentation can create 
otherwise lost interest and set up an 
audience in advance for the second 
performance ig the Cincy idea. 

The effect that extensive adoption 
of the policy in which WLW is pio- 
neering would have on the produc- 
tion, writing and talent ends of radto 
would be immeasurable. Programs 
could be improved after the initial 
performance, as legit shows and 
vaudeville acts are better after the 
opening or break-in. The present 
radio writing style would be changed 
to meet the requirements for perma- 
nent material. Radio acts, especially 
comedians, could possibly and 
eventually find the most successful 
form of air humor, something that 
just now is an unknown quantity, 
through repetition before more than 
one audience and sustained playing 
to all audiences combined. 

Edward A. Byron, WLW’'s produc- 
tion manager, organized the Crosley 
dramatic air stock about a year and 
a half ago. He started the sustained 
performance experiment recently in 





ian attempt to conduct radio broad- 
casts as close to the Jegit system as 
ible. 

WI.W’'s license permits use of the 
outside power limit, 50,000 watts, 
Although independently operated, it 
takes NBC programs, being that 
chair Ciney outlet. NBC isn’t in- 


experiment, 
Credited with one f 
idual station 


maintains 


the 


mnt P 
followings, 


largest 
wLw 
unusual independence in 

way. Its advertising 
rates are higher than either of the 5 
j;two principal NBC stations, WEAF 
and WJZ, New York. 


a business 


weary of. 
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Disc Reviews 
By Bob Landry 


Chicago, Dec. 4. 
12-Inchers From Europe 


Columbia remains the most active importer of foreign discs of the 12- 
Comment below is of recent items 
These 
language group in- 
These releases are general 


meh classical or semi-classical type. 
from the European wax works handled over here by Columbia. 
should not, however, be confused with the frorelgn 
tended for appeal strictly to the racial units. 
and intended to attract the English-speaxing phonophiles. 

Sir Hamilton Harty (50310). Good seller on the unknighted side of the 


TACOMA COMPLAINS 


Both Local Stations Silent in Best 
Evening Hours 
Tacoma, Wash., Dec. T. 
Tacoma wants to toot its horn 
over the radio in a national way, and 
the radlo commission has taken the 
matter under advisement. KVI, on 
the Columbia chain, has been blank- 
eted from 5 in the evening until 10, 
which means that nary a peep from 
this station, local or chain, during 





the recess. 


Atlantic. Perhaps that title helps from snobbish angle. Such things Local business men, politiclans 
have trade value often. As it happens ‘Hungarian Rhapsody No. 12’ is a | aes se ig aa i th: ‘ant Weeh- 
poor sample of Sir Ham’s orchestra. By the time Liszt reached No. 12}and residents of southwes — 
the theme had been pretty well exploited. There is none of the rich mel- | ington have been appearing before 


ody or rhapsodiec vibrancy characteristic of the earlier works. 


Felix Weingarten (50309) playing ‘The Toy Symphony’ may be a good 


bet for Christmas pushing by music shops. It’s an excursion into juve- 
nilia by a philharmonic ensemble with its motif a cuckoo clock. 


nursery that time has hallowed. A little novelty is stretched a long way 
when trying to cover the surface of both sides of a 12-incher. 
kids will relish it and merchants can urge it upon parents on that score. 

Richard Tauber (G-9043-45). German equivalent to the Irish-American 
John McCormack, 
chooses folk ballads and works of non-operatic ilk which explain his 
financial pre-eminence on concert stage and wax. Of especial note for 
the approaching holidays is his recording of that beautiful religious 
anthem, ‘Silent Night, Holy Night.’ It goes with ‘Vom Himmel Hoch Da 
Kom’ Ich Hehr,’ also spiritual in theme. It's a booming baritone, remi- 
niscent of the tuba and as slow in beat, that Tauber possesses. That 
makes his lighter endeavors seem oddly out of place as when he attempts 
‘Two Grenadiers’ and ‘Three Comrades.’ He has too much of the stolid 
bombast of Wagnerian composition to fit the gayer moods 

Don Cossack Choir (50305) is poorly represented in selections on this 
release. One side is devoted to a funeral dirge, ‘Panihida,’ that thins 
out into inaudibility every other measure, while the other side is called a 
polka but could almost pass for a second movement of the dirge. This 
type of disc should not be sold, unheard, to any customer, as it would 
possibly constitute a violation of confidence for any dealer to include 
it in an assortment. It would be selling the name and not the recording. 

Louis Vierne (G-7173). ‘Fantasia in G Minor’ it’s called and perhaps 
there are special super-gramaphones that can bring out what the or- 
ganist of Notre Dame Cathedral, Paris, doubtlessly poured in. So far 
as Mr. and Mrs. Smith's parlor apparatus is concerned there’s about as 


much on this platter as there is on the radio near a copper mine. Just 
a lot of jumbled static. ‘ tach 
Edith Lorand-Michael Raucheisen (G-50298). Violiniste and gent 


pianist. ‘A Moment of Sadness’ much sweeter than most musical mel- 
ancholia, and ‘Spanish Dance’ combine for very nice listening. 

Riccardo Stracciari (50300) with Italian vigor and operatic baritoné 
attacks Verdi's ‘Rigoletto’ and ‘Ernani’ with massive power. This is an 
arresting dise calculated to elicit bravoes in the traditions of the Italian 
school. 

2 Dajos Bela (G-50301) has combined Johann Strauss’ ‘Joy Bells’ with 
Lehar’s exquisite waltz, ‘Count of Luxemburg’ in a record that’s bound 
to find ready acceptance with no rigid frontiers of taste that limit sales 
on so many of the importations. Waltzers are generally prized. ; 

Emmy Bettendorf (50311) sings operatically Grieg’s ‘Solveig’s Song 
from ‘Peer Gynt’ and ‘Mignon’ by Ambroise Thomas. Popularity of the 
first will be the sales point. ~~ 

Madeleine Grey (50303) backed by the orchestra of Elie Cohen (both 
strange mixtures of nationality in their names) brings a medley of songs 
of the Auvergne, province in France recently publicized through its 
famed son, Pierre Laval. What chiefly impresses the memory about the 
Auvergne tunes is the pronounced suggestion of a weird bleating com- 
parable to Scottish bagpipe music. 








e . 
Engagements Radio Censoring 
Marion Harris, Fleischmann, 
NBC, Dec. 10; Mae Questelle, ee 
Fleischmann, NBC, Dec. 31; Ross (Continued from page 97) 
McLean, Nestle, NBC, Dec. 11; terial is closely inspected in ad- 
Marion Schamlee, Pond’s, NBC, | V@nce. Later on they seem to get 
Dec. 11 the idea, 
ey Famous Muffs 


Fred and Adele Astaire, Fleisch- 
mann, Dec. 17, NBC. There have been many boners on 
‘ the radio. Profane asides and other 
stuff not intended for the trans- 
mitter have been picked up by sen- 
sitive mikes too late for the men 
at the switch to catch ‘em, but the 
results are always hard on the vio- 
lator. 

Two of radio’s most famous muffs, 
both usually mentioned whenever 
radio people discuss censorship, 
were by Al Jolson and Dr. Rockwell, 
stage comics. Both told bedroom 
gags. Jolson told about a femme 
film star who sleeps crosswise in 

bed, commenting on how difficult it 
3 might be to sleep with her. Rock- 
well’s boner was along similar lines. 
Neither has been a regular radio 
performer since for some reason or 
other. 

Lately through entrance of a new 
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Other 
effects work in canaries, talking dolls, drums, and those whimsies of the 


Still the 


He has been selling well on the Columbia lists. He 


representatives of the commission 
at a series of hearings here, Seattle 
and Olympia. 

KMO, another local station, is also 
| tongue-tied during the evening 
hours, which leaves the Tacoma 
listeners dependent on Seattle and 
Portland stations during the best 
evening hours. 





type in radio’s talent list the bands 
been loosened a bit, but not 
This new entertainer comes 


have 
much. 


from the Broadway columnist 
school of scandal chatter, with 
Walter Winchell leading his col- 


| leagues on the air. They’re getting 
by with material that previously 
was considered out for radio, but 
the columnists consciously or un- 
consciously, are absorbing the radio 
idea of keeping away from the blue 
and painting their stuff white. 

If a broadcasting talker whose au 
libbing or using an unedited script 
shows any signs of getting too 
rough or naughty, the announcer or 
any other studio staff man within 
reaching distance will grab the mike 
or give the talke. the office. If it 
gets through too soon to be throt- 
tled at the mike, the man in the 
control room, who is radio’s semi- 
final censor, momentarily shuts off 
the power. Much radio dirt is 
killed on the wire between the mike 
and the antenna without reaching 
the air waves. 


Audience Censor 
Radio’s final censor is its audi- 
ence. One complaint among count- 
less listeners can condemn and kill 
an idea or even a proposed series 
of ideas before they get started. 
If the complaintant isn’t of the 
crank type, his squawk is always 
taken seriously. Radio figures if 
one person wrote in, there might 
be many others who were offended 
but didn’t take the trouble to write. 

When a broadcaster subconsci- 
ously vizualizes his invisible audi- 
ence, he is advised not to picture 
a mass of thousands of people, but 
just to paing a mental picture of a 
typical family parlor, with the par- 
ents and a couple of kids seated 
around the radio. The radio idea is 
to build the material in such a way 
that it will conform with that typi- 
cal family group’s probable tastes, 
rather than guage it along any cer- 
tain level of mental age. 

Tastes rather than mentality is 
the basis for its own censoring, 
radio says. Its definition of the 
former is ‘good taste,’ which still 
leaves the problem in the hands of 
individual 

Radio’s other principal censor is 
the advertiser, whose word is final, 
for he pays the bills. He regards 
his audience in the family group 
way also, unless his product is 
aimed at another class of listeners. 
Most advertisers figure the offending 
or embarassing of one protective 








LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 


| vertisers on the air who are ad- 








MAX FISHER 





| JOSEF CHERNIAVSKY | | 


buyer would make the entire broad- 
cast, expenditure and coverage 
worthless, While one complaint, 
they fear, might be the spokesman 
for thousands of others that are not 
voiced. There are few national ad- 


verse to soiling the clean name of 





And His 


SYMPHO-SYNCOPATORS 


Incorporated 
Just finished 20 sensational weeks at 
Hotel Gibson and WLW. Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Now En Route Ohio 
Theatres and Ballrooms 


For Open Time Address Foster Egner, 
401 Palace Theatre Bldg., Cincinnati 


AND HIS CALIFORNIANS 
Touring RKO Circuit 


Exclusively WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 
Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 


their product in any manner, with 
many among them churchmen. 
Ether advertisers seldom realize 
that overselling ana plugging can 
also be offensive to the radio audi- 
ence, Their censorship thinking is 
limited chiefly to the color of ma- 
terial; although the stations and 








TED LEWIS 


| networks are attempting to teach 


them that overemphasis in the ad 
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Exelusive Columbia Recording Artist 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Persona) Representative 
H, HAROLD GUMM 


1540 Broadway. New York 








copy is another means of makine 
enemies for a product. 

However, as in the dirt line, there 
is no definite information on what 
might offend, advertisers, radio and 
everyone in it prefer to take no 
chances. 





Inside Stuff—Radio . oa 


When Andy Sanella went off the Lucky Strike broadcasts, he filled q 
claim with NBC's Artists’ Bureau for four weeks’ salary, to be collecteg 
from Lord & Thomas & Logan, agency. Saneila’s contract included g 
four-week cancellation clause, : 

Henry Busse’s band was booked to split an hour with Sanella and the 
latter threatened to tear up his contract if Busse wasn’t taken off, 
Agency execs said they would let Sanella know the next day, They 
phoned the band leader and told him the Busse orchestra would remain 
and he could tear up his contract. 

When Sanella made his claim for four weeks’ salary because of the 
four-week cancellation clause, Lord & Thomas & Logan informed NBC 
that Sanella had voluntarily torn up his contract. NBC then 
its claim. 

If Sanella threatened to quit the broadcast without the consent of hig 
men and the latter want to hold him to the four-week clause, Sanella 
will have to pay them off. 

Isn't known if Sanella will sue for the four weeks, alleging his verbal 
threat was not an actual cancellation of contract. 





withdrew 


Second recent major change in the personnel of the studio starr at 
WGY (Schenectady) came with the resignation of Clyde Kittel], senior 
announcer, Kittell was said to have been pushed out by NBC for juggling 
the time of the late-evening broadcast by Doc Peyton’s orchestra from 
the Kenmore hotel, Albany. 

Peyton, who is on the air at noon, supper and midnight, learned that 
listeners were complaining they did not know when to tune in on hig 
unit in the evening. He demanded a definite time to broadcast, or 
would remain off the ether. 

Peyton was not heard for two nights, but came back after he had been 
given a definite evening hour. With his return, leaked out that 
Kittell was leaving WGY. 

Kittell was rated as the station's outstanding announcer. He wag 
being plugged for advancement to the NBC chain, as had been a pre-« 
decessor, James Wallington. 

Several weeks ago Kolin D. Hager returned to his old job as studie 
manager of WGY. 


news 


For two periods Saturday night (5) for the Lucky Strike hour over 
WEAF, an orchestra playing in Buenos Aires had its music brought 
through to this country. On the low wave, there was no miss of either 
period excepting the Spaniard speaking in English at the South American 
end lost the first part of his second announcement of the numbers to be 
played. 

Spanish music appears to run in three grooves: ballad, tango and 
gavotte. These the orchestra repeated with different melodies. 

In the Argentines at present it is the end of spring. That country, 
nearly 7,000 miles south of New York, is going into its summer. The 
mixture of the climate south and north may have promoted the clearness 
of the reception in upper America. 

Crediting the advertiser with the enterprise of bringing over the air 
an orchestra so far away, there still remains nothing sufficiently striking 
about the Buenos Aires orchestra to mark the event, other than a first 
time on the radio. The Spanish orchestra played like the Latin strings 
or marimbas, perhaps somewhat better as an ensemble than New Yorkers 
are accustomed to hear from those string instruments, but not holding 
enough novelty to inquire whether such an orchestra from Buenos Aires 
is preferable to one in any Spanish settlement north. 

Some singing by a man and .woman accompanied the music, in the 
Yankee style of the singer breaking in for one verse or chorus. Best of 
the music seemed to be the effect gained at times as of a base of bass 
viols with violins playing against it. 

Possibly the coming Saturday night (12) on the same hour the Jack 
Hylton orchestra in London will get on the far western air wave bound 
for this side. Hylton holds a big rep in England and on the European 
Continent. His foreign orchestra has been held out of this country by 
the American Federation of Musicians, possibly justly since there has 
been discrimination by England against American talent, besides the 
extraordinary quantity of musical unemployment on this side for the past 
three years. 

At one time Hylton proposed coming to this side, for New York, for 
one week only, at the vaudeville Palace, to compete against the Whiteman 
reputation on Paul’s home grounds, but President Joseph Weber of the 
A. F. of M. could not see his way clear to consent. 

The record says that Hylton is perhaps an unconscious pupil of 
Whiteman’s; that he formed his English musical organization after 
Whiteman first appeared on the other side with the Whiteman band, 
and that thereafter for quite a while Hylton favored the Whiteman 
music and style. Later Whiteman and Hylton became friendly in their 


way, with Hylton giving Whiteman a farewell dinner in London the last 
time Paul was over there. 





Graham McNamee's failure to handle NBC's broadcast of the Penn- 
Cornell Thanksgiving Day game started a rumor that he would be 
dropped from future sports assignments. Denied by NBC. 

According to the network, it was Graham's own idea. He requested 
permission to spend the holiday at home, NBC states, and the Philly 
job was assigned to one of the younger announcers, John Young. 
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Say Publishers Opposing Majority 


Composers Demands; Deadlock Looms 


Formal reply of the publishers to 
demands made by the songwriters 
in the minimum basic agreement 
will be presented to the Songwriters’ 
Protective Association Thursday (10). 

Publishers will make a counter- 
proposal to the demands of the song- 
writers. They will seek to place 
the matter in the hands of the 
American Society and have the 
latter draw up a standard form of 
agreement for publisher and song- 
writer. The publishers are against 
agreeing to any form of basic mini- 
mum contract, and will so set forth 
in their reply. 

Especially do the 
ject to the demand 
for control of 
also stated. 

In 18 pages the publishers will 
refuse most of the demands made 
by the songwriters, according to re- 
port. 

The publishers all object to deal- 
ing with the songwriters through 
any association, such as the S.P.A. 
They desire to negotiate with the 
songwriters individually, and not 
through any organization as is sug- 
gested in the basic minimum agree- 
ment. Under the latter agreement, 
S.P.A. would hold all the rights of 
the songwriters, make all collections 
for them, including E.R.P.1. returns. 

The writers declare any attempt 
to place the matter in the hands of 
the society will deadlock proceed- 
ings for many months. This be- 
cause the board of directors of the 


publishers ob- 
of the writers 


copyright. This is 


society is governed by an equal 
number of publishers and _ song- 
writers, and it will take a two- 


thirds vote of the board to pass such 
a matter. 


Will Osborne Flat Broke 
Excepting $5 on Deposit; 
Takes Bankruptcy Route 


Will Osborne, orchestra leader, 
has filed a voluntary petition in 
bankruptcy listing his liabilities at 
$14,982 and his assets, $464. Os- 
borne is currently engaged at the 
Club Delmonico, New York. 

Under ‘creditors holding securi- 
ties’ Osborne has listed four claims 
of the Guardian Life Insurance 
Company totalling $99. Other credi- 
tors are: 

‘Daily Mirror,’ $88; Mitchell Stu- 
dios, $74; ‘Variety,’ $400; Winwick 
Company, $405; James Gray, Inc., 
$67; John C. Eppig, $85; Nasib Stu- 
dios, $35; Underwood & Underwood, 


$30; Paramount Typewriter Office 
Supply Co., $166; Arthur Cohen, 
$390; Emil W. Barth, $151; Termi- 


nal Printers & Publishing Co., $103; 
Piltmore Printing Co., $23; Bruns- 
wick Radio Dist. Co., $11; Orchestra 
Corp., $50; F. C. O’Keefe, $350; 
Burrell’s Press Clipping, $11; Arena 
Garages, $82; Fitzpatrick Pictures, 
$10; William H. Wise & Co., $294; 
J. M. Muller & Co., $105; Frank 
Winegar, $250; Brunswick Radio 
Corp., $1; Leon Rosenblatt, $30; 8S. 
Hammer Radio Co., $216; Western 
Union Telegraph Co., Cincinnati, $1; 
George Maines, Flint, Mich., $500; 
Harold Berg, $450; Santly Bros., 
$80; George Spector, $78; Leon 
Arthur, Inc., $47; American Motor 
Finance, $3,500; John C. McNamara 
Organization, $298; Gotham Press, 
$430; Benjamin Dulberger, $3,000; 
Horacio Zito, $384; F. A. Statler, 
Youngstown, O., $2,000; Joseph L. 
Silberstein and Samuel Ettelson, 
Hollywood Gardens, Clifton, N. J., 
unliquidated claim, sum not given; 
Murray Korman, $135. 
$150 Worth of Clothes 

Under his assets the orchestra 
leader lists $150 for wearing apparel 
and claims $60 due him from the 
County Fair, New York night club. 
He claims holding 335 shares of 
Class B stock in the National Cul- 


tural Products Corp., estimated 
value unknown. 
Osborne's final entry under as- 


sets is $5, which he has as a deposit 
in the Irving Trust Company under 
his own name. 


Ashton Hunt Leaves MCA 


Chicago, Dee 
Ashton Hunt, yeung Music Cor- 
poration of America executive, has 


resigned after with the 
band agency. 

Hunt may become associated with 
George Olsen who has recently quit 


MCA and is now independent. 


two years 


7 











Reno Cowshed Dark 


Pann 
BCU, 


= 
‘. 


Dec. 

Lights went out first of 
Livingstone Cowshed night 
creditors now trying decide 
whether to let occupy place 
again or try to get some one to op- 


month at 
iub and 
to 


cows 


erate the glorified cow barn resort 
and pay the accumulated bills. 
Patronage slipped fast after Belle 
departed for Texas and manage- 
ment tightened up on free attrac- 
tions. 


Padlock due to be slapped on door 
of barroom at any time by Federal 
officers making it necessary to build 
new barroom at cost of a couple of 
grand and no one around ready to 
dish out the dough. SBarroom in 
separate building in rear. 

Cost about $20,000 to remodel old 


barn into night club and several 
concerns here, too eager for busi- 
ness, still waiting for money for 


materials. 


Fed Commish Helps Soc. 
In Sheetleg Campaign 


Through intervention of the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission, the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
& Publishers has at last found a 
means of prosecuting printers of 
song sheets who do not use original 
lyrics, but parodies. Under the 
copyright law, the Society was 


powerless against distributors of 
parody lyrics. 

Federal Trade Commission has 
already broken up one source of 


distribution of parody sheets by 
warning the American Press Co. to 


stop printing and destroying its 
plates. 

Two others companies, S. B. 
Printing Co., and the Colonial 


Press, both of New York, were last 
week ordered to cease printing any 
more parody lyrics. 

Bernard Simpson, charged with 
distributing illegal song sheets, was 
sentenced to three months in jail 
by Judge Letts in Washington, 
D. C., last week, 

In New Orleans, Sam Sax, alias 
Joe Gale, is being held in $2,000 
bail for trial on a similar charge. 


Home Town M. C. 


Vie Dunne, Scranton, Pa., boy was 
spotted as m. ec. of the stage show 
at the Ritz, Scranton, that opened 
yesterday (7). Dunne will m. c,. and 
do his own act, the first time he has 
done a single. 

Jenie Jacobs office placed. 








Object to Muny Bands 


New York union musicians are 
objecting to municipally conducted 
bands playing for political meetings 
in New York and Brooklyn. 

The union has gone on 
with a direct protest to 
Walker. 


record 
Mayor 





Del Monte’s Short Run 
Chicago, Dee. 7. 

Del Monte club in the Hotel 
Metropole here opened and shut 
within a week. Shut forcibly when 
the Musicians’ Union stepped in 
and pulled the Sol Wagner band out 
of the spot following the club’s 
failure to come through with cash. 

There was $590 due to the musi- 
cians’ outfit and reported to have 
been paid with bouncing paper. 





Granada, Chicago, Reopens 
Chicago, Dee. 7. 

After a six week's shutdown, Al 
Quodbach tonight (7) reopened his 
southside spot, the Granada Cafe, 
with Harley Parhan's Harlem 
Knights as the band. 

Nighteclub’s initial attraction this 
season was Abe Lyman. 





Clyde McCoy Doubling 


Chicago, Dee. 7. 
Clyde MeCoy, dance leader from 
the Terrace Gardens in the Hotel 


Morrison, is playing one week at the 

Paradise for B. & Kk. McCoy is 

vorking in the pit. 
This the first 
ce for MeCoy. 


is theatre appear 


Jerome On His Own 
M. K. 
is coing into the publishing business 
for himself. 
Jerome will 
office this week. 


Jerome, veteran songwriter, | 





| 
| 
| 
| 





6 Best Sheets 





Six best sellers in sheet mu- 
sie for November were: 

‘Good Night, Sweeheart’ 
(Robbins). 

‘Faded Summer 
(Feist). 


‘Guilty’ (Feist). 


Love’ 





‘| Don’t Know Why’ (Feist). 


‘Love Letters in the Sand’ 
Berlin). 
‘Sleepy Time Down South’ 


(Freed-Powers). | 


| 
| 











J. €. Rosenthal Very [Hl | 
——_—_~ j 

Julius C, Rosenthal, of the Amer- | 
ican Society, is critically ill at his 
home, 15 West 81st street, New 
York. High blood pressure is ag- 
gravated by a kidney complaint. 
The patient is 47. He spent the 


summer in the mountains, but his 
condition recently has grown stead- 
ily worse. 
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Dailies Print Songs; | 


Piano Propaganda 
May Be Strengthened | 


Chicago, Dec. 7. 

‘Song of the Week’ service has 
gotten under way in the midwest, 
an indie song publishing company in 
this town having undertaken the job 
of supplying newspapers with a new, 
unpublished song each week. Tune 
is published in the Saturday or Sun- 
day issue, usually in the rotogravure 
section. 

Two papers, the ‘Chicago Daily 
News’ and the ‘Milwaukee Journal,’ 
are on the list already, while others 
are on the brink. 

Scheme has received the sanction 
of the ASCAP group, though sev- 
eral publishers are starting a yelp 
that the free music idea may hurt 
business. Other side of the fence, 
however, believes that this new idea 
can only help the business since it 
brings the sheet music notion back 
to homes which haven't thought of 
that phase since the advent of the 
loudspeaker. Claim that people who 
haven't opened their pianos in sev- 
eral years are likely to be moved to 
Gust off the keys by the induce- 
ment of playing the gratis tune. 

Following the newspaper’s print- 
ing of the ditty, it receives the regu- 
lar plugging by the music organiza- 
tion. This latter angle may meet 
some radio opposition, since already 
there are hints that such songs pub- 
lished in one paper won't be per- 
mitted over the transmitter of 2 
station owned by a rival sheet. 





Fox Studio Breaks Up 
Its Music Department 


Hollywood, Dee. 7. 

Entire Fox studio’s music de- 
partment with the exception of Ben 
Jackson and Mrs. Marcelle Silver, 
his assistant, were let out Friday 
(4), 

Department consisted of about 25 
people,’ arrangers, writers and of- 
fice help. 





Edwards With Guild 
Leo Edwards has been added to 
the professional staff of the Song 
Hit Guild, 10e. sheet music pub- 





lisher, 


Society Royalty Possibilities 
Turn Composers from Sheet 
Pops to Performable Tunes 





CLASSIFICATION IS DUE 


With Metro-Goldwyn-Mayor not 
yet a member of the American So- 
iciety of Composers, Authors & Pub- 


lishers, the classification committee 
of the Society will take action on 
Robbins’ classification as its next 
meeting, to be held within the next 
two weeks. 

Robbins had been a Class A mem- 
ber of the Society. At the last meet- 
ing of the classification committee 
Robbins was placed in the deferred 
class. 

The 


Society 


standing of Robbins in the 
may be lowered, according 
to reports, because of the refusal of 
Metro te become a member and also 
because of the cut-in charges made 


against Robbins. As yet Robbins 
las not been presented with these 
charges. Society declares they are 
still in.the hands of Nathan Bur- 


kan, its attorney. 

With the majority of the Robbins 
songs during the last two years 
copyrighted in the name of Metro, 
the Society for some time has been 
vainly attempting to induce Metro 
to join. Society, however, has been 
representing the Metro catalog 
through a verbal agreement with 
Robbins, which the latter alleges 
was entered into, and through the 
fact that Jack Robbins credited 
the publisher on each piece of 
music. 

The American Society wants the 
regular membership of Metro in 
event of legal difficulties or other 
matters which may necessitate the 
Society’s control of copyright on the 
small performing rights. 


is 


as 


The $9,000 from the last-quarter 
which the was due Robbins, but 
which the Society held-up, was 
finally paid to the publisher last 
week. 


Olman to Change Song 
On Berlin’s Complaint 


Abe Olman Music will change the 


title and lyrics of ‘Soft Lights, 
Sweet Music,’ upon the request of 
Irving Berlin. Latter informed 


Olman that some time ago be wrote 
a song of that title for the new Sam 
Harris show. Berlin claimed prior 
rights. 

Olman’s tune was newly pub- 
lished, no sheet music having been 
distributed yet, although orchestra- 
tions were already sent out. 





Perennial Petrillo 
Chicago, Dee. 7. 

Unanimously re-elected, James C. 
Petrillo will head the Chicago Fed- 
eration of Musicians another two 
years. Petrillo has already served 
nine years as prexy. 

Other officers re-elected are Carl] 
A. Baumann, vice; Edward +A. 
Benkert, recording secretary; 
Charles A. Runge, financial sec; 
Henry Kaiser, treasurer, and Otto 
Siemers, sergeant-at-arms. 





Inside Stuff—Music 


Coast Studios’ Music Economy 


Rigid economy in Coast studios is exemplified : 
Lands were employed for sequences of 


Because of the non-recording they w 


two dance 
Dance Team’ but never recorded. 
ere employed on the regular extras’ 


st 
at 


Fox where 


scale of $7.50 per day instead of $10 per hour. 


, 


One hand will be used later to dub into all danee sequences at one 
sitting, a comparatively easy job .because of the steady dance rhythm. 
Six Months Old 
‘As Time Goes By’, a surprise song click in ‘Everybody's Welcome’, 
show. has been used by Eddie Davis, the night spot entertainer, for the 

past six months, 

Number was written for him by Herman Hupfel and was inserted into 
the show's score. 

A Long Time Asleep 
Another dead song to boom into popularity is ‘Slee} Do 1 Soutl 
was written a yea ml a halt age in Hollywood hy the Rene 

brothers and Clarence Muse for the latter to sing in ‘Under Virginia 
Moon, play starring George Fawcett, sereen vet, and written by his 
daughter. 

Author didn’t like the song and had to be talked into leaving if in the 
show, whieh flopped. Number was published by the three colored writ- 

- ’ 


ers and never got anywhere until F 
open a New Yerk lished. Paul Whiteman’s playing of 
t 


o be the build-up that put it over. 


=e 


reed-Powers bought it and re-pub- 


the song and res ording is conceded 


'$0C. ACTION ON ROBBINS! ..... 


| 








Hollywood, De 7 

songwriters have begun te 

depend more on their American so- 

ciety royalties than sheet music 

sales, many of them are admitting 

that they’re changing tactics in 

writing, aiming newer efforts at 

singers cnd bands rather than at the 
music counters, 

As society royalty payments are 

based on greatest number of times 


a song is heard over the air, on the 
stage and on the dance floor, song- 
smiths feel they are justified in 
bending their efforts toward the per- 
formers, who will build up their so- 
ciety rating, rather than toward the 
counters, which bring in an average 
of only $500 for a fairly good selling 
song these days. 
Production No.’s Break 

This is giving production numbers 

their first break in the money, with 


some expected to bring their writ- 
ers more from the society state- 
ment than from the _ publishers. 
Numbers like ‘Yuba’ and songs 
from ‘Scandals,’ ‘Vanities,’ ‘Band- 
wagon,’ and other ‘Little Show’ 


tunes, while never reaching the hit 
class, last longer on the air because 
they lend themselves to various in- 
terpretations, instrumentsl combi- 
nations, and have a higher enter- 
tainment value than the songs that 
out-sell them 10 to 1. 

Writers feel that new deals with 
broadcasters by the society will give 
them royalties soon that will more 
than top sheet music and mechan- 
ical revenue. They argue that songs 
have much longer performing life 
than selling existence, hence the 
discard of commercial themes in fa- 
vor of those of greater amusement 
content, 





Sam Fox’s Change 
Of Mind Keeps Erpi 
Suit in Litigation 


Fox Music has withdrawn 
its permission to John Paine and 
the latter’s attorney, J. Francis 
Gilbert, to settle a $500,609 suit out 


Sam 


of court. It wil: continue with the 
litigation. 
Proposal, placed before all pub- 


lishers, was to distribute 50% of the 
$300,000 ERPI money Paine is hold- 
ing according to the point system 
immediately. Remaining 50% was 
to be distributed according to the 
ruling of an arbitrator. After 
Paine had delivered this proposal 
to all publishers party to the ERP! 
agreement anu named as co-defend- 


ants in the suit, and received the 
sanction of the majority of the 
publishers to act on it, Fox re- 
fused to go through. 

Paine and his attorney are now 


attempting to arrange for another 
means of settlement. 

Meanwhile the ERPI money is 
still tied up and the _ publishers 
haven’t received a penny for 1931. 





B. & S. Again Splits 


Music publishing firm of Brock- 
man & Schenck, Inc., which under- 
went reorganization recently, has 
again split up. Herman Schenck 
left the combo to go with C. H 
Nattress, the firm’s original backers 

With Schenck in the new firm 
Nattress & Schenck, Inc., Jules 
Von Tilzer. 


$104,000 for Idle N. Y. 
Musicians from Fund 


is 


Total of donations granted by the 
relief fund of Local 802 (N. Y. Mu- 
cisians) up to last week was $104,- 
424.25. 

The fund is maintained by deduc- 
tion of 2% weekly from working 
musicians’ salaries. Members only 
share in the distribution, 


Cass-Simpson in Chowmeinery 

Chicago, Dec. 7. 
Cass-Simpson, colored hand now 
at the 
into the 


on Dee. 


Showboat here, mov 
westside Golden P 
19, booked by th 
Musical Attractions. 
Chop spot slated to 
the air once more on Dee. 12 
WIBO will install a wire. 
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Wage claim for $100 against Fox 
studio, brought by John Rrink, was 
disputed by the studio. Labor bu- 
reau therefore told Brink he'd have 
to sue if he wanted to push it 
further. Extra was hired for mob 
stuff in ‘While Paris Sleeps,’ and 
claimed Alan Dwan put him in bits 
for 14 days. Studio contention is 
he spoke no lines, therefore doesn't 
rate bi. atatus. 





Al Anderson, electrician, is suing 
West Coast Hollywood Theatres for 
$8,464 for a fall off a ladder at the 
Vista theatre on a repair job last 
December, 





Second suit against Ernst Lu- 
bitsch and his chauffeur, Otto War- 
ner, is for $10,000 brought by the 
mother of Pauline Page, the 12- 
year-old girl in the car of John 
James Dunn, who sued for $50,000. 

Suit against Brian Kent, agent, 
for $1,613, or treble the amount of 
allegedly usurious interest paid on 





loans of $4,000, has been brought 
by the Signal Trucking Service, 
Ltd. Company gave its notes for 


to be paid 
with 
in- 


$3,300 and $1,100 at 7%, 
off in 10 monthly payments, 
interest for the entire amount 


cluded in the first payment. Re- 
sult is. after one payment the com- 
pany ‘brought suit at once. 
National Theatre Supply Co. is 
suing Multicolor for a $334 bill. 
Basil Woon sued for $250 on a 
note given Joseph E. Gilbert in 


New York three years ago. 
Following assignments were made 
in coast studios last week: 
Maude Eburne, ‘Polly 
Circus,’ Metro. 
Ned Sparks from Radio for ‘Mira- 
cle Man,’ Par. 


of the 


Eddie Welch, Tim Whelan, gag- 
ing ‘Girl Crazy,’ Radio. 
Eric Linden, Ann Dvorak, ‘Roar 


of the Crowd,’ Warners. 

Henry Blanke to supervise ‘Hun- 
gry Wife,’ Warners. 

Emil de Recat to direct German 
‘Sidewalks of New York,’ Metro. 

Del Lord to direct ‘Speed in the 
Gay Nineties,/ Andy Clyde _ short, 
Sennett. 

Emmett King, George McFarlane, 


William Davidson, Jim Farley, ‘Lost 
Squadron,’ Radio. 

Cornelius Keefe, Edward Cran- 
dall, Nora Lane, Josephine John- 
son, ‘Disorderly Conduct,’ Fox. 

Roland Brown to direct John 


Barrymore in ‘State's Attorney’ at 


Radio, starting early in January. 





PARAMOUDT, L. A. 


(Continued from page 37) 
medley of Neopolitan airs with the 
male chorus and line in carnival 
costumes romping around in the 
background. Half of the line girls 
are dressed in ‘Pagliacci’ costumes 
and do a tap routine which is 
neither fish nor fowl! in this spot. 

Orchestra is billed in front of 
the theatre. but the talent doesn't 
get any mention. George Cunning- 
ham does what singing there is, not 
sufficient on this show to get him 
credit on the program. 

Current week would have been a 
good one for Franklin to bolster up 


his stage show with some talent. 
‘The Cheat’ (Par), feature, with 
Tallulah Bankhead starred. Girl 


from Alabama doesn’t seem to mean 
anything, even after two pictures. 
House was suffering from hunger 
Thursday, opening day. 

Paramount News, John Medbury 
travel short (Columbia) and a Par- 
amount. comedy, ‘The Jazz Reporter,’ 
rounded out the show. 


STANLEY, J. C. 


Jersey City, Dec. 4. 

This splendid show marks the end 
of the Warner productions, as the 
first Fanchon & Marco unit starts 
Friday (11). 

The 12 Stanley Girls now show- 
ing fine training act as m.c.’s either 
in a group or by twos. In each case 
the announcements are clear and 
effective. Before a green drop 14 
streamers hang down with a spark- 
ling colored disk having a different- 
hued center at the end of each. The 
girls are dressed in, pink with high 
feathered head-dresses, half skirts, 
pink .in back and with many-hued 
ruffles in front. After their num- 
ber they open a large circular silver 
box and down come Wells, Morde- 
cai and Taylor, dancing trio. They 
do the usual trick colored stuff. 

Primrose Seamon and Blanche 
Saure do their regular act without 
any changes, but apparently none is 
needed. It is full of wisecracks. 

The girls now in black dance well 
and bring on Ben Blue, who keeps 
the house in an uproar. On a larger 
stage four girls in huge bouffant 
skirts dance straight while Blue 
and three men in court costumes 
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dance and clown. At last back in 
‘one’ Blue carries on the comedy 
with the men. They will hardly let 
him go. 

In two and threes 
splendidly dressed 
dance. Most striking are three in 
orange, green and red, who do the 
rumba. The whole company is in 
for the finale with some on a sud- 
denly appearing second level. 

Gabriel Hines leads the orch in 
pickouts with a baby picture ap- 
pearing on the screen for each solo- 
ist. At the end the winner is 
awarded a brass cuspidor. It was 
done a year ago at the Branford 
with the same pictures. ‘Rich Man's 
Folly,’ film. Austin, 


girls, all 
in character, 


the 


, 
overture. It was an improvement 
for previously Kornspan has had to 
cut about two shows a day in order 
to make up the schdule. Those 
coming especially to hear the or- 
chestra have thus been disappointed 
occassionally. 


Ed and Jennie Rooney open the 
show with acrobatic act. The act 


consisted mostly of toe swings on 
rapses and appeared in need of some 
variety. The feature was a swings 
by the toes out over the seats. 
Mild applause. 

Jack North second with a single. 
His comic songs got over okay. He 
had the usual Scotch jokes. They 
always click in this Scotch burg. 
But it’s a shame he didr’t use his 
banjo more. Outside of strumming 
a few chords it was silent. 


Lee Twins and Co. presented a 
fast moving dancing act with six 
pretty gals. The twins open with 


a song, dressed as colonial dames. 
Then strip on the stage to modern 


night club costumes, Followed a 
jazz song. 
Folding of curtain revealed a 


striking drop with yellow back- 
ground. Lights behind the curtain 
and girls in front formed silhouettes 
for a well arranged dance. One of 
the twins did a solo while stage was 
being set for scene of a covered 
wagon with the entire company en- 
tering from the end of the wagon 
via a platfurm in the rear. Act 
well liked. 

Annie, Judy and Zeke, closed. It 
is a new act. There have been a 
number of rube acts through here 
lately and while this one didn’t sur- 
pass the others it was liked. A drop 
representing pink checked gingham 
was distinctive. The nearest things 
to xylophones in the hills is bones. 

‘Rich Man's Folly’ (Paramount), 
a fashion short, comedy, newsreel 
completed. The trailers seemed 
fewer this week, also. Business due 
to cold and rain was off. Bobbie. 


News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 42) 


instigated another contempt charge 
against the writer for being behind 





in his alimony, while Van Loan is 
suing for divorce. 
For failure to pay court judg- 


ments, Mary Nolan is being sought 
by L. A. police. Benno Frank has 





WARFIELD 


San Francisco, Dec. 3. 

Following year’s run of Rube 
Wolf as m.c., house has brought in 
Phil Harris for two weeks prior 
to the Dee. 17 opening of Paul 
Ash. Harris bicycles from the 
Hotel St. Francis, where he’s co- 
director of the Lofner-Harris or- 
chestra. He's got a lot of NBC 
work and a flock of Victor records 
to his credit and house pulled a 
smart one when he was booked. 4 

Film feature, ‘The Ruling Voice’ 
(FN) not much of a draw and credit 
due to Harris and Eddie Lambert, 
the latter supplying show’s laughs. 


Plenty of flaps throughout — the 
house, and none of them afraid to 
applaud. 


Harris handles his batoning and 
m.c.’ing nicely, working over a pub- 
lic address system for several songs. 
P.a. system great downstairs, but 
not forte in loges. Ork. leader did 
‘St. Louis Blues,’ also featuring 
Neal Castagnoli, clarinetist; ‘Con- 
stantly,’ and ‘Goodnight, Sweet- 
heart,’ encoring with ‘You Rascal’ 
and working his contagious South- 
ern drawl for sweet returns, 

Laughs of the show handled by 


Eddie Lambert who gave ‘em his 
excellent vaude act and returned 
later to do ‘Boots’ and_ several 


blackouts he had previously done in 
his recent ‘Nine o'Clock Revue’ at 
the Geary. Got great laughs, and 
plenty of them. Both Lambert and 
Harris in for two weeks. 

‘Arkansaw Charlie’ Craver, 
contributed coupla hill billies, get- 
ting over nicely. Margot, dancer, 
stepped off a Spanish and a rhumba, 
landing with her cuteness, wardrobe 
and ability. McCune Sisters in 
songs and dances. 

Bill completed by a Krazy Kat 
cartoon (Col) and Hearst Metro- 


NBC, 








RKO STATE LAKE 
CHICAGO 


“FRANKENSTEIN” 


With MAY CLARKE—JOHN BOLES 
and COLIN CLIVE 


IT’s A UNIVERSAL 





tone News. Bock. 


Alabama, Birmingham 
Birmingham, Dec. 3. 
The bill is not exceptional as bills 


here go but it passed. Of the four 
facts, Annie, Zudy and Zeke stood 
out, 

Edwin Lyles Taylor opened the 
|stage show with organ medley of 
| popular hits. His selections pre- 


| Viously have been inclined to drag 
jeven with popular songs, probably 
|} due to improvised lyrics. This week 
jhe did away with that and came 
|down to the songs. Adolphe. Korn- 
;}span and orchestra cut in on the 





llast song, in the place of the usual 











WERE Ee ee 






INSTITUTION ef INTERNATIONALE 


shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESH 


a judgment for $1,850, while Simon 
Lewald has another for $695. 


Adolph Wurtzel, father of Sol 
Wurtzel, is recovering from a seri- 
ous illness. 


Hope Hampton and her husband, 
Jules Brulatour, arrived in Holly- 
wood last week to visit Mrs. Harry 
Kennedy, Miss Hampton's mother, 
who is seriously ill. 

H. A. Keasy, showman, is in L. A, 
county jail as the result of selling 
to Roland Craig, welder, for $750, 
half of the Culver City Tent theatre, 
which he declared he owned. When 
it was revealed that Keasy has only 
leased the theatre he was booked 
for grand theft. 








Death of A. P. Younger, film wri- 
ter, from a gunshot wound last 
week, was pronounced by an L. A. 
Coroner’s jury a suicide. Relatives 
and friends insist that the shooting 
was accidental. 





Los Angeles policemen raised $1,- 
000 for the unemployed, and $500 
for relief of needy film extras, by 
appearing during their spare time in 





a Metro film. Some 200 cops were 
used, 

California Governor's office last 
week refused to extrudite Duncan 


tenaldo, actor, to New York, to face 
charges of child abandonment 
brought by his ex-wife, Suzette Re- 
naldo. Latter faces arrest on an 
insanity warrant if she comes to 
Los Angeles. 

Suit of Gunther Lessing, attorney, 
for $31,000 fees against Dolores Del 
tio, went to trial last week in L. A. 
Lessing states the amount is due for 
services rendered from July, ’27, to 
Sept., ’'29. Claims that over that 
two-year period he was at Miss Del 
Rio’s professional beck and call, 


Harry Horowitz, convicted last 
September of running an indecent 
show, began a 30-day jail sentence 
last week in L. A. William Bentley, 





arrested with him and given the 
same sentence, did not appear. A 
commitment was issued. 

Alfred Holland, alleged annoyer of 
Bebe Daniels, will go to trial Dee. 
10 in San Francisco on an insanity 


complaint. Holland was ruled men- 
tally unbalanced by a judge, after 
which he requested a jury trial. 


Lyric theatre, Monrovia, Calif., 
robbed by an armed bandit who 
forced the manager to open the safe 
containing $155. 


District Attorney Tom Whelan. of 
San Diego, las week instructed S« 


bring, Fla., police to drop attempts 
to question Francis A. Gudger, hus- 
band of Marjorie Rambeau, in con- 
nection with swindling charges 
brought by a woman in San Diego 
against Richard Francis. Miss Alice 
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the papers at the time of his mar- 
riages to Miss Rambeau, resembled 
Francois, 





Evelyn Daughney last week swore 


out a warrant in L, A. for the ar- 
rest of Leonardo Stagliano, or- 
chestra leader, on grand _ theft 


charges. Miss Daughney alleges she 
gave Stagliano $10,500 to invest in 
stocks and has since seen neither 
the stocks nor the money. 





Dorothy Burgess fined $75 for 
reckless driving by Banning, Calif., 
police, Miss Burgess’ car crashed 
into one owned by Mrs. L. N. John- 
son of Riverside, who is suing for 
$5,365 damages. 

Thomas Meighan last week vigor- 
ously denied statements made by 
Jimmy Doolin, gangster, that Chuck 
Meighan, gangster, is his brother. 
These allegations were made March 
13, included in a statement Doolin 
made to the L. A. d.a.’s office. 


Eugene H. Huffman, negro au- 


thor, has filed suit in L. A. against 
the Wetzel Publishing Co., Los An- 


geles, for failure to pay him royal- 
ties on his book, ‘Now I Am Civil- 


ized,’ published in Aug., 1930. He 
demands $100,000 royalties plus 
$1,040, which he advanced to in- 


sure publication. 

Tom Mix is being sued in L. A. by 
S. M. Wershow, tailor, for $950, al- 
legedly due for clothing purchased 
by Mix’s wife and daughter, 





Joe Dempsey, brother of Jack, 
was pinched by lL. A. police last 
week for transportation and pos- 
session of liquor. He declared 24 
gallons of wine found in his car 
was for his own use, 

Prudential Insurance Co. fore- 


closed last week on a $50,000 White 
Plains, N. Y., home owned by Vivian 
and Rosetta Duncan, and a sister, 
Evelyn A. McClelland. The Duncans 





are in Hollywood with ‘Topsy and 
Eva.’ 

Mrs. Rob Wagner, wife of the 
writer, was severely injured last 
week in an auto accident between 
Redlands and San Bernardino, 
Calif., when their car overturned 


off the road. Wagner escaped with 
bruises. 

After a long rest the moun- 
tains, Jack Pickford returned to 
Hollywood last week completely re- 
covered from a breakdown. 


in 


Harriet E. Huntington, L. A. deb, 
returned to Hollywood last week 
from a traveling expedition which 
took 10 months. 


Suit of Eunice Pringle, dancer, for 


$1,000,000, charging attack, was 
dropped in L. A. last week after 
Alexander Pantages, theatre man, 


defendant, paid Miss 
in full settlement. 

Thomas H. Lipps, attorney, last 
week filed an answer to the cross- 
complaint of Fritzi Ridgeway, over 
the Del Tahquitz hotel in Palm 
Springs, alleging Miss Ridgeway re- 
fused to give the management of the 
hotel over to a corporation formed 
for that object, and to insure cred- 
itors their money. Lipps’ original 
suit and Miss Ridgeway's cross- 
complaint are over the ownership 
and management of the hotel, Lipps 
alleging the actress owes him $40,- 
000 on a note and $13,717 on an open 
account, 


Pringle $3,000 





Last rites for Lillian 
trapezist, who was killed 
at Copenhagen, Denmark, 
will be held at Long 
Dec. 10. Ashes were 


Leitzel, 
in a fall 
Feb. 15, 
Beach, Calif., 
brought here. 





Sale of the novel, ‘The Mystery 
of Jack London,’ by Mrs. Georgia 
Loring Bamford, of Oakland, Calif., 
was suspended last week as a result 
of a controversy between the author 
and Mrs. Charmain London, widow 
of London. Argument occurred over 
letters written by London to Mrs. 
Bamford's late husband, which were 
published in the book. Mrs. London 
challenged the author's right to 
print the letters without permission 
from the London estate. 





Matt Moore, actor, who had $3,000 
worth of clothing stolen from his 
Westwood home several weeks ago, 
received two-thirds of the loot back 
when L. A. police arrested Robert 
Wilson in a downtown hotel, 





Because he says Helene Costello 
called him a ‘fat old man’ and a 
‘ham actor,’ Lowell Sherman is su- 
ing her for divorce on a cruelty 
charge. Suit will be contested. 
Clara Bow and Rex Bell are be- 
ing sued by Louis Cornero, one of 
the owners of the Meadows gam- 
bling casino, Las Vegas, for a $1,100 
gambling debt. Corenro stated that 
a demand note was civen him Sept. 
26, but requests foi payments had 
been unsucce&sful. 


Marilyn Miller, en route east from 


Mid-West 


Omaha will get a road comp 
of ‘The Apple Cart,’ Dee, 109, 
McCurdy is ahead of it. 





any 


Bill 


Frank Lloyd Wright, noted archi. 
tect, speaking in Cleveland, panned 
the idea of ‘Radio City’ in New 
York. Wright said it might better 
be given to the public for a park 
adding it will be an architectural 
monstrosity. 








Faredah Mazhar, Oriental dancer 
known as Little Egypt, during the 
1893 World’s Fair in Chicago is 
back in town and still hoofing. She's 
appearing in the city’s carnival of 
nations. 


Nell M. Joyce, who succeeded 
Peggy Hopkins in the affections of : 
J. Stanley Joyce, Chicago million. 
aire, is suing the Lake Shore Drive , 
hotel for loss of $15,000 worth of 
clothes. That covers legal exe 
penses, too. 


—_— 





Churchmen and_ reformers 
Akron, O., are fighting the 
of the public Sunday dancing ban 
in that town. Amendment to the 
ordinance prohibiting Sabbath step. 
ping comes up before the City 
Council this week. ‘ 


at 
lifting : 





Chapel State Theatre Co., of Co. 
lumbus, O., failed in the Supreme 
Court to sustain its appeal to pre. 
vent a lien on its property involving 
a contract with the George Fuller 
Construction Co. Theatrical con. 
cern claimed it had been held liable 
to pay an amount in excess of the 
contract prices, named at $876,756. 

Ben Marden, formerly of the Sil. 
ver Slipper cafe, New York, whose 
recent Continental Gold Coast Club 
in Chicago caused him plenty head- 
aches, was freed on liquor charges 
before U. S. Commissioner Edwin 
Kk. Walker. Lack of evidence, 





Edward D. Harlow, identified as a 
St. Paul radio singer, was found 
slain in his auto near Farmington, 
Minn. 


Omaha went for a Hollywood pre- 
miere for the opening of ‘Once ina 
Lifetime’ there last week. 


Chi civie opera undergoing 
changes. Jan Kiepura, new Polish 
tenor, considered a find, returning 


to Europe, while Tito Schipa, vet, 


comes in for the balance of the 
season. 
Margaret ‘Babe’ Davis, former 


show girl, attempted to poison her- 
self in Chicago and is in a dangere 
ous condition at the American hos- 
pital. 


William M. Hough, musical com- 
edy writer, was sued for separate 
maintenance in Chicago by Isabeli j 


Lamon Hough, actress. ; 


Francis X. Bushman is being sued 
for $50,000 damages by Margaret 
O'Malley, organist, for injuries sus- 
tained when she was struck by the 
former screen actor's car driven by 
his chauffeur in Chicago. 

Floyd Halbert, jockey, was sene 
tenced to 60 days in Bridewell, Chi- 
cago, on narcotic charges. He ads 
mitted spending $75,000 on drugs. 





Jesse W. Barrett, former attore | 
ney-general of Missouri, and Walter a 
H. Nohl, attorney, were appointed 
receivers for Skouras Bros. Enter- 
prises, Inc., in St. Louis. Each were 
required to furnish $25,000 bonds. 
Under court order they will also be- 
come receivers for the Skouras 
Super-Theatres Co., which includes 
the Ambassador and New Grand 
Central, 
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7 The only Factory _ that 
makes any set Reeds 
—made by hand. 


Guerrini & Co. 

277-279 Columbus Ave. 

San Francisco. C@ 
Free Catalogues 











DOROTHEA ANTEL 
316 W. 72d St., New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment of 


CHRISTMAS CARDS READY 

















Hollywood, did a fadeout for Chi- 
cago newsmen, who tried to inter- 
view her. Her maid begued oft bey 
tating Miss Miller was very ill. 
eaused by an operation performed 
on a tooth 


15 Cards in Box—$1.00 Post paid 


THEATRICAL CUTS. 
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VACHEL LINDSAY, POET, 
DIES IN HIS SLEEP 


Springfield, Ill., Dec. 7. 
Vachel Lindsay, 52, one of Amer- 
ica’s most individual poets, died in 





his sleep here early Saturday morn- 


ing. Death was due to a heart at- 
tack. He was apparently in the 


best of health last Monday, when he 
gave his annual reading at the local 
church. 

Lindsay was the first to adapt 
syncopation to poetry and his early 


work along these lines, notably 
‘Congo,’ was a sensation. His read- 
ings of his own verse, done in a 





style to match the rhythm, were in | 


great demand. 

In early life the open road ap- 
pealed strongly to Mr. Lindsay. He 
went on frequent tramps. In addi- 
tion to his poems he did consider- 
able work, including a com- 
mentary on motion. pictures in- 
spired by Munsterbereg's in 
which he advanced many radical 
theories. 

Survived 
dren. 


prose 


book, 


by widow and two chil- 


Herman Fichtenburg 


Herman Fichtenburg, 65, of 
New Orleans’ pioneer theatre oper- 
ators, died in Los Angeles Dec. 6. 
part owner of the Saenger 
Amusement Co., Fichtenburg later 
sold his interests to S. A. Lynch. 
Deceased, a millionaire, retired 
about 15 ago. 


one 


( we 


years 
Leonora Braham 


, Gilbert & 
died in 


Leonora Braham, 78 
Sullivan star of years ago, 


London Nov. 23, after weeks of ill- 
ness. Deceased created the role of 
Yum-Yum in ‘The Mikado’ at the 


Savoy in 1885, and was one of the 
sweetest sopranos of her day. Close 
friend of Lily Langtry with whom 
she once toured England. 

Also appeared in the Savoy operas 
the United States, South Amer- 
Australia and Africa. 


a — . 


in 
ica, 


Sound Inventor Dies 
Paris, Nov. 28. 

Francis Morton Johnson, Ameri- 
can sound inventor and artist, who 
a short timé”’ago married Mademoi- 
selle Adelaide de Faucon, his scien- 
tific assistant, died in a WNeuilly 
clinic, after a long illness. He orig- 
inally came from Colorado Springs, 
where he leaves two sisters, Mrs. 
Ellen Weir and Mrs. Marguerite 
Ramey. 

Worry, resulting from being un- 


able to market his’ invention, 
hastened his death, the family de- 
clares. 
CHAS. FISH DEAD AT 72 
Charles D. Fish, 72, profession- 


ally known as Charles McCall, died 
at his home in Brooklyn of arthritis 
Nov. 24. 

McCall was booking manager for 
the late David Belasco, Comstock 
and Gest, and in recent years for 
Vincent Youmans. His early con- 


nection with show business was 
with William A. Brady, both with 
the latter’s stage attractions and 


when Brady was actively interested 
in prize fighting. 

A wife and 
survive. 


two grandchildren 


YOUNG PISANO KILLED 
John Henry Pisano II, son of Mr: 
and Mrs. Fred Pisano (vaude), at- 
tending Columbia. Military School, 


Columbia, Tenn., died Nov 25 in 
King’s Daughter Hospital there. 


He was injured in an automobile 
accident the previous Saturday (21). 


‘BONESETTER’ REESE DEAD 
John D. (Bonesetter) Reese, 
died in Youngstown, O., Nov. 29. 
Reese numbered his patients from 


> 
76, 


the world, including athletes and 
performers. Interment in Youngs- 
town. 


James P. Rundle, Publix manager 


of the City and Central theatres, 
3iddeford, Me., died Nov. 26. 

Marcelle Demougeot, opera singer. 
who had given up the stage recently 
and was living on the Riviera, died 
in her Sainte-Maxime estate. 





The mother of Tom 
(Voice of RKO’) died 
New York. 


Kennedy, 
Nov. 30 in 


Chas. E. Menchez, Creator 
Of Ice Cream Cones, Dead 





Charles E. Menches, 72, died from 


' 
a heart attack at his home in 
Akron, O., Dec. 3. He was the cre- 
ator of the ice cream cone, a circus 
acrobat, park operator and picture 
theatre exhibitor. 


Born in Canton in 1859 and when 





a boy developed a desire to be an} 
acrobat. For seven years he fol- | 
lowed the sawdust ring. He re-| 


turned to Canton in 1887 and formed | 


a partnership with his brother | 
which continued until his death. He | 
was vice-president of the Akron 


Motion 
Association. 


Picture Theatre Owners’ 


His wife, Mrs. Margaret M. 
Menches, died five years ago. He 
leaves two sons and two daughters. | 
Burial was in Akron, | 

Edwin F. Guy 
Edwin F. Guy, 64, who with five 
brothers formed the Guy. Bros, Min- 
|}strels some years ago, died in 
| Springfield, Mass., Dee. 9. For 15 
years he had been a doorman at 
Fox-Poli house He¢ is survived 
by his wife, daughter, three broth 
ers, George, Charles and Arthur. 








John J. Halpin 


John J. Halpin, 59, died of a heart 
attack at his home in Everett, Mass. 
Nov. 24. 


He had been associated as 


advertising man with most of the 
Boston theatres and had handled 


the publicity for large exhibits. 
Survived by four brothers 
Charles, Eddie, Howard and Freddie. 


Dies in Childbirth 

Renee Mallory, wife of Jack Mel- 
ford, actor, died in London Nov. 23, 
following the birth of a daughter, 
who survived. 

Only 24, deceased was understudy 
for Binnie Hale, and was married 
during the run of ‘Mr. Cinders’ at 
the London Hippodrome in 1929. 


JOSEPH BENNETT 


Bennett, one time 
Thomas Ince star, died suddenly at 
his home in Hollywood Dec. 4. He 
had been inactive in pictures for the 
past four years. 


9o- 
ov, 


Joseph 


Past year Bennett was on the 
staff of ‘Columbia Broadcaster,’ 
radio magazine. His wife survives 
him. 


EDDY LAWRENCE SUICIDE 


Los Angeles, Dec. 7. 


Eddy Lawrence, 50, legit actor, 
was found dead Dec. 5 in his hotel 
room in San Diego. Police report 


suicide by gas. 
Deceased is survived by a son and 
two daughters. 





Elmer Tuten, musician, died in 
Merritt Hospital, Oakland, Cal., Dec. 
2, from injuries. He was run down 
by a motorcycle officer who was 
chasing a speeder. 

The mother of James Marshall, 
colored agent, died Nov. 26. 


Mother, 74, of Mike and Ben Mig- 
gins, died in New York, Nov. 30. 

Herman. Arf, 68, musician, died in 
San Francisco recently. 








Real Names of Authors 
David Frome, author of ‘Two 
Against Scotland Yard,’ is Zenith 
Jones Brown. Dorothy Dow, ‘Dark 
Glory,’ is Mrs. James Edward Fitz- 
gerald. Pierre Frondaie, ‘The 
Awakening,’ is Rene Fraudet. 
But who is Pol Arcas, author of 
‘The Iron Testament’? 
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Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 38) 


Max & His Gang 


Ben Dova 
Paul Olsen 
Joe Pasco 


Sunkist Ens 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Fox (11) 

‘Gay Vienna’ I 

Duci de Karekjarto 

Gaudsmith Bros 

Rena & Rathburn 








3 Page Boys 
Harry Von Fossen 
Mark Nelson 
Esther Campbell 
Sunkist Ens 
VANCOLV'R, B. C. 
Strand (10) 
‘Aloha’ I 
Briants 
Ryan & Noblette 
Al Gordon's Co 
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Bondholders Nix Circus Idea 
For Chi Stadtum—Ingraham Quits 








Chicago, Dec. 7. 
Bondholders in the Chicago 


Big Tahitian Display on Boat With idium Corporation objected to the 


BILL RICE’S CONCESSION | 


Stae- 


























. | 
Woodland & Smoot] 4 Kadex | Natives at World’s Fair west side indoor arena going into 
C Torney Dancers Gaylene & Du KR | the circus busines 3 i -esult the 
WASH’GTON, D.C. - the circus business. AS a resu he 
TOLEDO, OHIO Fox (11) as 5 » re aot eae Sauiah id 
“ | ° Chicago, Dex 4 proposed pian to sponsor secon 
Paramount (11) Art Gallery’ I / 3 $ ~ 
‘Yesterday Stars I Felov a i Bill Rice Is the second econces- ealtion oat the Sso- alled European 
| Eva Tanguay Eddie Cole | sionairs to obtain contract with | Olympia Circus in the spring is now 
; Corinne ) ‘ Tod } ‘} >” ] ia i? » ; . ‘ 
Hank Brown Semaine & Todd | the Chicago Fair in 1933 He will ft And with that decision R. C. 
Bert Jordan The Gathalots |} stage a South Sea Islands exhibit. |‘Doc’ Ingraham departs aS manager 
Hi Tom Ward Olga & Lester | He plans to obtain a four-masted f the Stadium. Ingraham staged 
Tom Kelly | Herculean 3 : : . : . ; . - : 
Rice & Caddy | LeMerr Bros i schooner about 185 feet long, which | last year’s circus. His resignation 
— a owe | Mavis & Ted will be taken to Papeete, Tahiti, | took effect Saturday (5). 
Cho Cho Marian & Kathryne|!, = . — , The | } It Pt ) . pli 
| Freddie Ward : WOR'’STER. MASS. and put under French registry rhe } As a result of this new complica- 
|G Harrison Co-Eds Palace {ship will then be altered to look | tion,, Sells-Floto will deubtless: re- 
Alexander & Eve'n | «Hacienda las much as possible like the native |consider their announced intention 
TORONTO, ONT. Sue Russ } , } : 
° “ading sx Ooners. It brourh te orezo 1eir customarv spring 
Imperial (11) Hinky & Dinky | trading hoon rs. It will ‘bt rought » fore the at customary pring 
Modern Minstrels’ | Doyle & Donnelly | to Chicago via Great Lakes and an- |run at the Coliseum. Last spring 
Tyler Mason 5 Gems-6 Gordon’as | ohored to a reproduction of a_native | Sélls-Floto did indifferént business 
Bruce Jordan Adriana | : = . . 
| dock on the _ grounds. in the Coliseum because the Sta- 
Aboard ship will he an exhibit of | dium promotion was. playing -day 
WARNER |native manners and customs, with |and date and taking the edge off. 
fire walkers, head hunters, and any- Neither circus did any real] trade 
thi else Rice can pick up He (in Chicago, although Sells-Flote was 
NEW YORK CITY | Ar I : tends to sfAil for P peete Carly miles ahead in the matter of qual- 
Broadway (5) }JERS’Y CITY, N.J. : . oe ‘ rare * . hic if _— nt cot waved 12 th . 
Red Nichols Orch Stanley (12) in tne : ear to sew up his at my 3 yl agent eR ihe: — 
Mullin Sis Britt Wood tractions the public found out it was too late, 
D - E a (Others to ftll) — ———_—___—_—___- —_— - Damage had been done Each show 
Bobby : ; 2) . 
| Leary & Bone n Will Poot Orch ? e 2 h ld killed the other, Ringling decided 
EIMIRA, N. x. | Ben Blue | Cobb’s Decision Upheld nox to co ap against this situation 
pti rimrose Semon again 
Rigg os eg, L'WR'NCE, MASS. | | Sowers + 
Ruth Sherry Warner (12) } fe | Stadium bondholders demurred 
Benny Ross Clyde Hager Dallas Dec. ca When they realized that it was all 
Rhythm in Blue i a4 Page fe Wallace A. Cobb, trainmaster for), gamble with them. 
ELIZ a” N. J. (5) | Dodson Carnival, won another step | Ingraham will join Col. _s.. we 
Zz 5 Ab yt ; 7 e io} ICO. . 6 ag aus . 
Ist half (12-15) peerage pl . jin his fight to recover $26,196 from | Johnson’s Rodeo in a managerial] 
> Jim suca . . > , . + 
D & E Barstow (Two to fill) | the Santa Fe R. R. when the court | capacity. 
e. K Lee N’W BRITAIN, CT. | of appeals at Austin Wednesday (2) singel 
(Three to fill) Strand (12) fi 1 . . eo 4? cts 
bs z ‘ . ~ af meé the decision of the lowe} > ’ Ts Ved 
2d half (16-18) Jimmy Lucas LM rmec ely € ~ >! 
OBrien & Hewitt ‘Pann to fill) ourt, in favor of Cobb. | i ark That Cost $250,000 
Steve Savage Co (5) The suit was the result of a dis- } "7 
Trixie Friganza Boyd & Wallin ' z ; , pee A Tr aoa Brings $1 7.000 on Block 
(Two to fill) Joe Wong & Hazel |PUte some months ago at remple, 
2d half (9-14) Carter Bros Co Tex., where Cobb was directing the Salem, N. H., Dec. 7. 
mag ar Tad Landick - switching of the show cars. He was | Costing $250,000, Canobie Lake 
" unt Oo st *k . ° : ip ] 
May Wynne Melino & Davis shot three times by one of the rail- | Park, amusement resort, was sold 
ane ge Thea Muriel Kaye | road men. Lower court held the | here for $17,000, plus $500 in taxes, 
Sophie Tucker N’W LONDON, CT. ‘ _— F : an rip and ‘ : e ass.. c 
ERIE, PA. Garde (5) company responsible for the act of | F. J. Holland, Lawrence, eee Tay 
Warner Bobby Rollins its agent. | tractor, was the purchaser. The 
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